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WELCOME TO FANWOOD...Customers wait at the counter at Mara’s Café
and Bakery, which opened recently in Fanwood Crossing.

JUNIOR PROM…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Junior Prom was
held April 19 at The Westwood in Garwood. Students, dressed for the occasion,
gather at the home of Megan Foley before the event.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
Hears Technology Update

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Joan Mast,
assistant superintendent of schools,
told the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education (BOE) last Thurs-
day that recent technology updates
to the district have helped meet the
ever evolving needs of the students
and are helping to meet goals set in
the district’s Strategic Plan.

As part of her district technology
report, Ms. Mast revealed that the
district currently has one computer
for every two students in all the
district’s schools. She also noted that
the district has a new fiber network
with 100 Mb of Internet connection
and a “significant increase in the
number of LCD projectors.”

The district’s network coordinator,
Matthew Nalducci, also commented
that the district “was continually as-
sessing its needs.” Mr. Nalducci stated
that he currently is working on “wire-
less projects at both middle schools.”
He also said the district currently
does not provide e-mail for its middle-
and high-school students, but that he
wanted to change that.

It also was noted that part of the
plan for the district was to expand the
district’s website.

In her report, Ms. Mast noted that
many other district technology goals
have been met, including, “a contin-
ued implementation of 21st-century
skills into teaching and learning.”
She also noted that the district has,
“implemented benchmarks to assess

technology skills of all teachers in-
cluding Microsoft Office and an ef-
fective use of multi-media tools.”

She said the district is looking to
pilot “online learning” and to have a
consistent use of electronic grade
books.

In looking forward, Ms. Mast said
the district was looking to “follow
early adopters in initiatives such as
bringing your own devices and hav-
ing a one-to-one use of laptop de-
vices.” She concluded by saying that
the district was looking into the i
Authoring pilot trend to replace some
textbooks and to expand Apple TV
and tablet use.

In other business, past board mem-
ber Donald Parisi spoke to the audi-
ence during the public portion of the
meeting to report on the Education
Enrichment Foundation, of which he
currently serves as president. He said
the program currently is working on
middle-school student leadership pro-
grams and teacher grants. He also
promoted an outdoor music festival
for the Foundation that will be held
this Sunday, April 28.

Mr. Parisi said the Festival will
start at noon and feature local student
and adult bands. He said all informa-
tion for the concert can be found at
SPFEEF.org.

Additionally, Mr. Parisi reported
on the Consolidation Study Com-
mission of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, noting that two more mem-
bers were needed. He stated that cur-
rently there were four representa-
tives from Scotch Plains and four
from Fanwood. He said a total of 10
were needed.

He noted that in an effort to fill the
vacancies, the current eight members
would hold an interview night on
Wednesday, May 22, to pick one more
resident from Scotch Plains and one
more from Fanwood. He concluded
by saying, “We are inviting anyone
who is interested to come out that
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Freeholders Amend Tax
Levy to $317.5 Million

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers last Thursday introduced amend-
ments to the county budget includ-
ing a reduction in the projected in-
crease in county taxes from $19.2
to $15 million over last year. The
board reduced spending in the bud-
get from a little over $1 million to
$493.7 million, with $317.5 mil-
lion to be raised in taxes.

Other amendments include, on
the appropriations side: a $2.2-mil-
lion drop in employees’ group
health insurance from $49.2 to
$47.5 million; an increase of
$386,230 in salaries and wages; a
$2.9-million reduction in other ex-
penses; a $2.5-million cut in de-
ferred charges, and a $155,000 cut
in special studies and initiatives in
the county manager’s budget.

On the revenue side, the county
clerk’s projected revenues for 2013
have been increased $430,840 to
$2.2 million with realty transfer
fees on real estate transactions up
$623,000 to $3.6 million. Overall,
miscellaneous revenues are being
increased $3.5 million to $157.2
million.

The county also has projected
revenue from red light cameras at
$1.2 million, about the same amount
of money the county anticipates
spending on maintenance through
agreements with several municipali-
ties. The county splits the mainte-
nance and revenue with towns. The
county also receives $2 million in
revenue from the Union County
Utilities Authority through the ex-
tension of the lease on the county’s
garbage incinerator referred to as a
resource recovery facility.

“Throughout this process we have
diligently worked with our admin-
istrators, directors and bargaining
units to come up with a final budget
proposal that realizes efficiencies
aimed at reducing the tax levy while
avoiding layoffs or cuts that im-
peril the delivery of important ser-
vices,” Freeholder Fiscal Affairs
Committee Chairman Dan Sullivan
said in a prepared statement.

A public hearing on the budget
amendments will be held tonight,
April 25, at 7 p.m. in the freehold-
ers meeting room on the sixth floor
of the county administration build-
ing in Elizabeth.

Prior to the special meeting on
the budget, the Board of School
Estimate for Union County College
(UCC) held a brief meeting at which
time they unanimously approved
UCC’s budget request for 2013. The
total UCC budget for the 2013-2014
Fiscal Year is $68,012,986.

UCC President Margaret
McMenamin called the operating
budget “lean and efficient” with a
“modest increase” from last year.

In terms of revenues, student tu-
ition and fees account for $42.7
million, state funding accounts for
$10.4 million, with county funding
of $13.3 million. In terms of spend-
ing, academic services accounts for
$29.7 million; employee benefits,
$11.7 million; operation and main-
tenance of the plant, $9.9 million;
administration, $5.7 million; stu-
dent services, $4.9 million; infor-
mation distribution operations, $4
million, and college relations, pub-
lications and development, $2.1
million.

UCC also has a capital outlay
budget this year of $11.6 million,
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Judge Rules Cranford
Compliant With COAH

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – State Superior
Court Judge Lisa M. Chrystal has
deemed Cranford Township’s Mas-
ter Plan compliant with the New
Jersey State Council on Affordable
Housing (COAH) requirements. The
township’s planning board amended
the Master Plan on April 3.

In a decision handed down on
Monday in Superior Court in Eliza-
beth, the judge ruled that the town-
ship complied with a December 11,
2011 order which Judge Chrystal
imposed after the township lost a
builder’s remedy lawsuit brought
by Cranford Development Associ-
ates (CDA).

“The decision will result in an
order of repose which will protect
Cranford from any challenges re-
lating to Fair Share Housing until
December of 2018,” said former
Township Attorney Philip Morin,
who represented the township at
the compliance hearing. Mr. Morin
also said that Judge Chrystal asked

attorney Stephen Eisdorfer of Hill
Wallack LLP of Princeton, which
represents the CDA, to prepare an
order of final judgment in the case.

Mr. Morin also said the township
can now go forward to appeal Judge
Chrystal’s previous decision, which
ruled in favor of the CDA building
350 apartments at 215/235
Birchwood Avenue, 54 of which
would be affordable housing units.
The township is opposed to the
project because of flooding and con-
tamination concerns.

Cranford has now met its first
and second round of affordable
housing obligations to the state. If
Cranford has any third round obli-
gations, Mr. Morin said they cannot
be met by new development since
the township has no space to de-
velop, but could be met by rehabili-
tation of existing properties. As a
result of this compliance, 24 af-
fordable units will be allocated at
the Lehigh Associates project, com-
prised of 167 units to be built at 555
South Avenue.

RVSA Works Toward Cogen
Permitting, Suit Dismissal

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — Discussion at last
Thursday’s meeting of the Board of
Commissioners of the Rahway Val-
ley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
centered primarily on spending
roughly $125,000 to replace cata-
lyst blocks in the exhaust system of
the cogeneration plant. A meeting
also has been requested with the
Baymen’s Protective Association to
discuss removing RVSA from its
lawsuit for Hurricane Sandy dam-
ages.

The discussion about the catalyst
blocks amounts to replacing the
catalytic converters on the four natu-
ral gas engines in the cogeneration
(cogen) facility. These catalysts
were, according to RVSA staff en-

gineer John Buonocore, poisoned
by sulfur and siloxanes during the
100-day test of the facility. With a
cost of slightly over $30,000 per set
of blocks and four engines, the total
cost of the catalysts comes to
$126,000. The bid was structured
with three variants, which would
have replaced the catalysts on two,
three and all four engines. Mr.
Buonocore said replacing all four
would permit flexibility in use of
the facility, and allow it to be used
even when an engine was being
repaired.

During the discussion, RVSA Ex-
ecutive Director James Meehan said
he did not want to have to petition
the New Jersey Department of En-
vironmental Protection (N.J. DEP)
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Photo courtesy of Colleen Gialanella
EARTH DAY…The Scotch Plains Recreation Commission partners with local Daisy Troops to restore and beautify the
township by passing out free seedlings on April 21 in honor of Earth Day during “Plant a Tree.”

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
SPRING CLEANING...Dozens of volunteers pitched-in on April 20, for
Fanwood’s annual Clean Community Day. Pictured, Lions Club President
David Trumpp grabs a trash bag while Clean Community Commission member
Bob McCarthy and Department of Public Work Director Clint Dicksen look on.

Fanwood Rec. to Purchase
Online Registration System

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD  — At Tuesday night’s
meeting of the Fanwood Recreation
Commission, commissioners dis-
cussed implementation of a new
online registration system and re-
viewed progress on the Fanwood
Recreation five-year plan.

The commission entertained a pro-
posal from online registration soft-
ware company CapturePoint in 2010,
but was unable to move forward
because the borough had no means
in place for accepting credit card

payments; CapturePoint is a credit
card-based system. Currently, regis-
tration for recreation programs is
done by hand.

Last fall, Fanwood acquired a credit
card acceptance mechanism, and the
recreation commissioners returned to

CapturePoint to discuss options.
CapturePoint has agreed to honor the
contract it drew up with the commis-
sion in 2011, even though the rates
have more than doubled since that
time. The company represents 175
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