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WF Tax Office Extends
Hours on Thurs., May 1

The office of the Westfield tax col-
lector will be open from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, May 1, for
the collection of property taxes.

The municipality now has a 10-
calendar day grace period making
the last day to pay without a penalty
Friday, May 10. Payments received
after that date will be charged inter-
est. To look up the amounts due and
to pay your property taxes or sewer
fee online, visit www.westfieldnj.gov.

The next tax due is May 1,  please
have your payment in the office no
later than Friday, May 10. The 2013
sewer fee was due April 1.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
GIRLS’ NIGHT OUT...Shoppers enjoy the festivities Thursday night at “Girls’ Night Out” in Westfield sponsored by the
Downtown Westfield Corporation.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
LOCAL DIGNITARY...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky talks with Patricia
Hanigan of Patricia & Paul Artisans of Fine Oils and Balsamics at  “Girls’ Night
Out” in downtown Westfield Thursday night.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
DEMOCRATIC SUPPORT...Newark Mayor Cory Booker, left, has fun with
Westfield mayoral candidate, David Haas, at a fundraiser for the candidate on
Sunday night at the home of Janice Siegel and Lloyd Marks.

Freeholders Amend Tax
Levy to $317.5 Million

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday introduced amendments to
the county budget including a reduc-
tion in the projected increase in county
taxes from $19.2 to $15 million over
last year. The board reduced spending
in the budget from a little over $1
million to $493.7 million, with $317.5
million to be raised in taxes.

Other amendments include, on the
appropriations side: a $2.2-million drop
in employees’ group health insurance
from $49.2 to $47.5 million; an in-
crease of $386,230 in salaries and
wages; a $2.9-million reduction in other
expenses; a $2.5-million cut in de-
ferred charges, and a $155,000 cut in
special studies and initiatives in the
county manager’s budget.

On the revenue side, the county
clerk’s projected revenues for 2013
have been increased $430,840 to $2.2
million with realty transfer fees on real
estate transactions up $623,000 to $3.6
million. Overall, miscellaneous rev-
enues are being increased $3.5 million
to $157.2 million.

The county also has projected rev-
enue from red light cameras at $1.2
million, about the same amount of
money the county anticipates spending
on maintenance through agreements
with several municipalities. The county
splits the maintenance and revenue with
towns. The county also receives $2
million in revenue from the Union
County Utilities Authority through the
extension of the lease on the county’s
garbage incinerator referred to as a
resource recovery facility.

“Throughout this process we have
diligently worked with our administra-
tors, directors and bargaining units to
come up with a final budget proposal

that realizes efficiencies aimed at re-
ducing the tax levy while avoiding
layoffs or cuts that imperil the delivery
of important services,” Freeholder Fis-
cal Affairs Committee Chairman Dan
Sullivan said in a prepared statement.

A public hearing on the budget
amendments will be held tonight, April
25, at 7 p.m. in the freeholders meeting
room on the sixth floor of the county
administration building in Elizabeth.

Prior to the special meeting on the
budget, the Board of School Estimate
for Union County College (UCC) held
a brief meeting at which time they
unanimously approved UCC’s budget
request for 2013. The total UCC bud-
get for the 2013-2014 Fiscal Year is
$68,012,986.

UCC President Margaret
McMenamin called the operating bud-
get “lean and efficient” with a “modest
increase” from last year.

In terms of revenues, student tuition
and fees account for $42.7 million,
state funding accounts for $10.4 mil-
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Judge Rules Cranford
Compliant With COAH

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – State Superior
Court Judge Lisa M. Chrystal has
deemed Cranford Township’s Mas-
ter Plan compliant with the New Jer-
sey State Council on Affordable
Housing (COAH) requirements. The
township’s planning board amended
the Master Plan on April 3.

In a decision handed down on
Monday in Superior Court in Eliza-
beth, the judge ruled that the town-
ship complied with a December 11,
2011 order which Judge Chrystal
imposed after the township lost a
builder’s remedy lawsuit brought by
Cranford Development Associates
(CDA).

“The decision will result in an or-
der of repose which will protect
Cranford from any challenges relat-
ing to Fair Share Housing until De-
cember of 2018,” said former Town-
ship Attorney Philip Morin, who rep-
resented the township at the com-
pliance hearing. Mr. Morin also said
that Judge Chrystal asked attorney

Stephen Eisdorfer of Hill Wallack
LLP of Princeton, which represents
the CDA, to prepare an order of
final judgment in the case.

Mr. Morin also said the township
can now go forward to appeal Judge
Chrystal’s previous decision, which
ruled in favor of the CDA building
350 apartments at 215/235
Birchwood Avenue, 54 of which
would be affordable housing units.
The township is opposed to the
project because of flooding and con-
tamination concerns.

Cranford has now met its first
and second round of affordable
housing obligations to the state. If
Cranford has any third round obli-
gations, Mr. Morin said they cannot
be met by new development since
the township has no space to de-
velop, but could be met by rehabili-
tation of existing properties. As a
result of this compliance, 24 af-
fordable units will be allocated at
the Lehigh Associates project, com-
prised of 167 units to be built at 555
South Avenue.

BLOCK PARTY…Calvary Nursery School and Child Care hosted a community
block party and ice cream social recently to celebrate the “Week Of The Young
Child.” The event welcomed Cranford Mayor Tom Hannen and friends from
Helen K. Baldwin Nursery School, St. Michaels Early Childhood Program, and
the Cranford Post Office and Fire, Police and EMS Departments who celebrate
with the students.

WF Council Approves Ordinances
To Allow for Affordable Housing

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday night’s
Westfield Town Council meeting, the
council passed several ordinances
which change zoning to allow for
affordable housing, heard from resi-
dents regarding the Central Avenue
HAWK light, and passed a resolution
for the purchase of a mobile com-
mand center.

The six ordinances, which were
passed on first reading, are a result of
the settlement of the Sunnyside Se-
nior Housing lawsuit and will not go

into effect until the town has ap-
proval from the court. These new
ordinances, along with court ap-
proval, will prevent any future devel-
opers from bringing a builder’s rem-
edy type of lawsuit against the town.

Sunnyside Senior Housing, owned
by Ray Rodgers, will be constructed
on a 1.5-acre lot at 206 Springfield
Avenue, not far from Sunrise As-
sisted Living, and will consist of 24
age-restricted units. Four of the units
will be set aside as affordable hous-
ing.

In January 2009, Sunnyside filed a

lawsuit against the Town of Westfield
and the planning board, alleging that
its attempts to develop property lo-
cated at 206 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield was “rebuffed” by the de-
fendants.

The suit was considered a “builder’s
remedy” lawsuit, as the town did not
have a fair-housing plan approved
under regulations set forth by the
Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH). Westfield did adopt its
Master Plan on October 7, 2002, and
in 2004, the town prepared a housing
plan, but cited new COAH regula-
tions were pending and recommended
that the town “monitor this situation
closely and where appropriate, new
development should be required to
address any obligation that may re-
sult from such development.”

The new ordinances call for rezon-
ing of properties on South Avenue,
Livingston Street, Windsor Avenue,
Central Avenue, New Street, South
Elmer Street, North Avenue and the
Springfield Avenue property where
Sunnyside will be built. The ordi-
nances also reaffirm the town’s exist-
ing zoning, which permits the exist-
ing Senior Citizens Housing com-
plex on Boynton Avenue, and allows
for affordable housing to be built on
the site of Williams Nursery should
the nursery stop operating, along with
construction of units at Grandview
Avenue, Myrtle Avenue and Grove
Street, where an application for de-
velopment currently is before the
planning board.

Councilman Jim Foerst, who chairs
the Code Review and Town Property
Committee, said that these ordi-
nances, “both confirm existing prop-
erties, as well as add additional prop-
erties.”

Property owners who are affected
by these new ordinances will have
the chance to be heard before state
Superior Court Judge Frederic
Kessler on Monday, June 10, at the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3, 21
Editorial ........ 4-5, 21
Police ............ 11
Community ... 6-8, 11
Obituary ........ 11

Education ...... 8-9, 22-23
Sports ............ 13-20
Real Estate .... 13-21
Classifieds ..... 22
A&E .............. 23-24

Cranford Committee OKs Budget
With 1.7 percent Tax Hike

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A unanimous
township committee on Tuesday
gave final approval to the 2013
municipal budget, which calls for
expenditures of $34.2 million and a
1.69-percent increase in the mu-
nicipal portion of property taxes.

Commissioner Andis Kalnins, the
finance commissioner, said that the
tax increase would average about
$39 per household. During the pub-
lic hearing at the committee’s busi-
ness meeting, Mr. Kalnins said ap-
propriations this year would be 0.69
percent higher than in 2012. He
said the primary increases were a

4.4-percent hike in insurance ex-
penses, a 5.7-percent hike in utility
costs and a 13-percent rise in debt
service.

About half of the township’s $3.4
million in surplus funds will be
used to keep the tax increase low,
he said. Looking ahead, Mr. Kalnins
said township officials would look

at an expansion in shared-service
initiatives, particularly with health
services and the chief financial
officer’s office. And he said any
additional cost savings that can be
realized through personnel changes
and alterations in the structure of
the municipal government will be

MS BOE Discusses School
Performance, PTA Donations

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
regular monthly meeting Tuesday
evening, the Mountainside Board
of Education (BOE) reported on
the New Jersey School Performance
Report “designed to enhance both
educator and stakeholder engage-
ment in discussions about how well
a school is preparing their students
for college and careers.”

The report ranks schools in Aca-
demic Achievement, College and
Career Readiness and Student
Growth – comparing specific
schools to other “peer schools.”
Schools are grouped by categories
such as grade configurations and
demographics. Deerfield Elemen-
tary is in the peer group with schools
such as New Providence Middle

School and Edison Intermediate
School in Westfield.

Nancy Lubarsky, chief school ad-
ministrator, presented the results of
the report to the public.

“It is an overwhelming amount
of data that I want to give you some
background and some clarity so you
can read the report in an informed
way,” stated Ms. Lubarsky, “With
any new systems, there are some
glitches…there were some errors
that caused us to look poorer in
some areas than we are.” Ms.
Lubarsky stated unfamiliarity with
the new system caused errors in
reporting across the state, which
negatively impacted scores in some
areas. A full explanation of the
report’s results will be placed on
the district’s website.


