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CRANFORD – Around 3:30
a.m. every morning, two huge
water pumps are turned on at
Nomahegan Lake. In three
hours, the pumps will drain the
northern half of the lake so that
work crews can start their day,
bringing in the heavy equip-
ment needed to remove what
they jokingly refer to as “the
soup,” the watery mix of or-
ganic sediment that has built
up over the years on the lake
bottom.

When they are done with the
northern half of the lake in an-
other week or so, work crews
will shift to the southern end,
hoping to have that cleared by
the end of April. In May, there
will be new plantings and shore-
line restoration work.

Last fall, the Union County
Board of Freeholders approved
a $1,495,358 contract to Let It
Grow Inc. of River Edge for the
project in Nomahegan, one of
the most popular parks in the
Union County Park System.

The restoration of the 7.5-
acre lake follows the rehabilita-
tion of Upper Echo Lake in Echo
Lake Park and is part of a four-
lake restoration plan that in-
cludes Rahway River Park in
Rahway, Briant Park in Summit
and Meisel Avenue Park in
Springfield.

“These man-made lakes are
among the most attractive and
popular features in our parks,
and as with any built environ-
ment they need periodic resto-
ration to ensure a long and
healthy lifespan,” Freeholder
Chairwoman Linda Carter said.
“Our goal is to preserve them

for the enjoyment of Union
County residents for many years
to come.”

Extensive plantings planned
for along the Nomahegan Lake
shoreline are designed to re-
duce silt infiltration into the lake
and to make it more difficult for
Canada Geese to have easy ac-
cess to the water, which then
discourages flocks from remain-
ing in the park.

Two new aerators will be in-
stalled in the lake, along with
several areas lined with glaci-
ated boulders to enable access
to the water for fishing.

When the lake was drained in
mid-March, the resident fish
were collected and relocated to
Echo Lake Park. And it was quite
a catch, with more than 85 large-
mouth bass, 1,300 sunfish, 320
crappies, and a number of other
species all safely transported to
their new home.

Several invasive species, in-
cluding carp, were found. How-
ever, state environmental regu-
lations prohibit those fish from
being relocated.

In addition to the lake resto-
ration and new paths, new drain-
age piping will be installed in
the baseball field area to the
east of the lake. Nearly 1,700
feet of perforated pipe will help
drain the field area more quickly
after rainstorms.

In addition, the sections of
field affected by the project are
expected to be reseeded by mid-
April and should be playable by
mid-May, according to the con-
tractors.

An estimated 46,400 cubic
yards of soil was excavated in
1930 to create the lake, which
holds an estimated 9.8 million
gallons of water. The lake is fed
by a tributary of the Rahway
River.

Councilman Mathieu Calls For A New
Republican Party in Garwood

In Garwood’s Republican Pri-
mary on June 4th, Republican
voters must decide if they wish
to stay with the establishment
Republican Party and their Demo-
crat positions on taxes, spend-
ing, and debt or go in a new
direction of reform, tax relief,
debt reduction, and spending
discipline. In order to keep
Garwood affordable for all its
current and future residents, we
need a Republican Party that is a
consistent advocate for its tax-
payers. The special interests and
their spending constituencies are
more than well-represented! But
who will stand up for the men and
women who go to work everyday
and pay Garwood’s exorbitant
taxes? Who will stand up for the
senior citizens who built our bor-
ough and now struggle on fixed
incomes that are falling behind
our ever-increasing taxes? Who
will ensure that their children
and grandchildren don’t have to
move out of our borough and our
state in search of a lower cost-of-
living?

To be a voice for the taxpayers,
Garwood needs a new Republi-
can Party and that is why I have
chosen to run as a Conservative
Republican in June 4th’s Garwood
Republican Primary.

I am building a new Garwood
Republican Party that stands
upon low tax, low debt, small
government, and free market
principles. I took a pledge never
to support a tax increase when I
ran for Council in 2010, and with
my “no” vote on the 2013 budget
on April 9th, I have kept my
pledge. The only problem is I
haven’t had anyone else to vote
“No” with me the last three years

— not even my fellow Republi-
cans! Republicans should bring
new, fresh, alternative ideas to
the table instead of the old tax
and spend model New Jersey is
rejecting. I bear no ill will toward
my establishment Republican
colleagues, I just believe that
Republicans should sometimes
be different from Democrats,
particularly when it comes to
taxes, spending and debt.

Because the Garwood Republi-
can Party lacks such ideas, our
borough is missing the benefits
made possible by the bipartisan
reforms of the Christie adminis-
tration

If Garwood Republican leaders
vote the same way as Garwood
Democrats, then why should any-
one vote Republican? We already
have a fine Democrat Party in our
borough made up of good, hon-
est citizens who are our friends
and neighbors, and who have
their own ideas about how to
manage our borough. I have
come to know their leaders per-
sonally over these last three years
and they are people of character
and substance. We need a fresh,
new Republican Party that
complements and challenges
them, not one that criticizes
Democrats when they are in
power only to do the same exact
things when Republicans take
charge.

We need a Republican Party
that has the determination, for-
titude, and courage of its con-
victions to avoid being co-opted
by the tax and spend lobbies.
Sometimes there needs to be
policy struggles between the two
parties, and within parties them-
selves, to bring forth the best

ideas we have to offer. A
Garwood Republican Party with
Democrat ideas and voting
records will offer no such new
ideas.

So Garwood’s Republican vot-
ers can judge for themselves, I
am putting before them my
record of taxpayer advocacy,
support for cost-cutting, opposi-
tion to tax increases and exces-
sive debt, and in favor of bring-
ing new and innovative solutions
to local government.

I humbly ask for the honor of
the Republican nomination on
June 4th in order to compete in
November’s General Election as
a Republican.

Jim Mathieu
Garwood Councilman

Local Letter to the Editor

CF’s Nomahegan Lake
Renovation Progressing

Dinner on Saturday
To Aid Local Squad

GARWOOD – The Garwood First
Aid Squad will hold its Third An-
nual Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser
this Saturday, April 20, from 4 to
9 p.m. It will take place at the
Garwood Knights of Columbus
Council Hall, located at 37 South
Avenue.

For $10, attendees will have an
opportunity to enjoy a meal of
spaghetti, meatballs, salad and
more. Tickets are $8 for senior
citizens and $5 for children. Those
age 5 and younger may attend
for free.

The Garwood First Aid Squad is
a non-profit, all-volunteer orga-
nization that relies on donations
to continue to provide free emer-
gency medical services to any-
one who needs it. In 2012, the
squad responded to more than
300 calls for service in Garwood
and its surrounding communi-
ties. For additional information,
call (908) 789-0300.
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