
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-1  Thursday, April 18, 2013

goleader.com/ballyhoo

BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo
Submit commentary and items for publishing.

Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seventeen schools competed
at the Cougar Relays in Cranford
on April 13 and the Westfield
High School boys and girls track
& field teams won the overall title
with a 105 total. The Lady Blue
Devils took first with a total of 58,
while the boys placed second
with 47 behind the Governor
Livingston Highlanders, who had
65 points.

The Cranford Cougars took fifth
overall with a total of 71.33. The
girls finished second with 38.33
points, and the boys placed fifth
with 33 points.

Blue Devil sophomore Johanna
Mermer (1200 meters), senior
Lily Burtness (400), sophomore
Meghan O’Dwyer (800) and jun-
ior Gabby Stravach (1600) placed
first in the Distance Medley Relay
(DMR) with a time of 12:59.44.
Mermer handed the baton to
Burtness in second position then
Burtness had the lead when she
handed the baton to O’Dwyer,
who had the lead at the exchange
with Stravach, who finished down
the home stretch with a huge
kick.

“I knew we were seeded first,
so I tried to keep the lead. Then
at the end, I got second by a
little, but I knew that everyone
else would [do well]. We went to
Summit last week. Actually, I
added time since Summit, but
this team overall did a lot bet-
ter,” Mermer said.

“Basically, we were just be-
hind, so I just looked at her back

and went for it. I think it’s really
exciting we have two sophomores
and a junior. It will be exciting for
the future. I don’t know what my
time was, but I think I did well. I
felt fast,” Burtness said.

“I was a little nervous at first,

because Lily passed the girl, and
I thought now I have to keep this
place. Once I got in, I realized we
were a lot more ahead. At the
end, I thought someone was right
behind me, so I sprinted,”
O’Dwyer said.

“When I got the baton, I saw
that Meghan had a pretty decent
lead. I tried to keep up our lead,
because the rest worked really

hard to get us there,” Stravach
said.

Cougars Amanda Bush, Laura
Van Horn, Megan Romanovich
and Keara Reilly finished sev-
enth at 14:20.67.

Cougars Ashley McGuire,

Regine Hunter, Kate Dezer and
Bryanna Grant finished first in
the shuttle hurdles at 1:07.88.
The same foursome also finished
second in the 4x100 at 52.27.
Grant also had the best height in

the pole vault at 9-0.
“We ran the hurdles and we

came in first in our heat. We did
much better than last time, go-
ing over the hurdles. I went over
at nine feet in the pole vault and
4-8 in the high jump so far. I
could go 9-6, but my back was
hurting a little bit, so I just
stopped at the nine,” Grant said
before competing in her stron-
gest event, the triple jump.

“I ran the 4x100 earlier and we
came in second in our heat. We
have a new 4x1 team, so that
was our debut. We did really well
for our first time running to-
gether. We ran the hurdles and
we came in first,” Hunter said.

Grant and Hunter placed 1-2 in
the triple jump with respective
distances of 36-6.5 and 36-5.
Blue Devil Mae Devin took sec-
ond in the pole vault at 8-6.
Hunter had the second-best leap
in the long jump at 16-4, and
Blue Devil Elena Chermak was
third at 16-2.5.

Blue Devils Meghan Reilly at
113-7 and Christina Mosco at
104-0 had the second- and third-
best tosses to win the javelin
relay. Cougar Alex Krowicki had
the sixth-best toss of 91-4.

Burtness, Natalie Marcotullio,
Stravach and O’Dwyer finished
second in the 4x800 at 9:54.18.
Burtness, Jenna Helfand,
Marcotullio and Amanda Fischer
took second in the 4x400 at
4:06.3. Cougars Alberta
McAleavey, Jen Schneider, Bush
and Reilly finished eighth at
4:38.71. Amanda Fischer, Lizzie
Ponce, Chermak and Helfand
placed second in the 4x200 at
1:48.8.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RECEIVING THE BATON IN THE DMR…Westfield Blue Devil Kevin Smith receives the baton from Mike Reilly to
start the final leg of the Distance Medley Relay. The Blue Devils won the event.
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