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WAA to Host Fantasy Artist
Mark Romanoski

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, April
21, the Westfield Art Association
(WAA) will present an afternoon of
“Fantasy Art/Comic Character Cre-
ation” by Mark Romanoski of the
duCret School of Art.

Mr. Romanoski grew up in North
Plainfield and cannot remember a
time when drawing, comic books and
fantasy related material were not a
part of his life. He initially studied
commercial art at St. John’s Univer-
sity and later transferred to Kean
College. Shortly after graduating with
a B.F.A., Mark met legendary illus-
trator Tim Hildebrandt, who together
with his brother Greg, are among the
most renowned fantasy artists in the
world.

Mr. Romanoski was introduced to
DC Comics artist Joe DeVito who
taught him an academic approach to
illustration, and convinced him to
enroll at the Art Students League of
New York where Mark spent two
years studying various techniques for
drawing and painting. Mark contin-
ued his studies in illustration, com-
position and anatomy at the duCret
School of Art in Plainfield under the
well-known artist Peter Caras, a
protégé of Norman Rockwell and
Jim Bama.

By 1998, Mark’s studies had come
full circle, and he was asked to be the
assistant to Tim and Greg
Hildebrandt. It was the first time that
the Hildebrandts had hired an assis-
tant, and Mark was their first choice.
Experience gained from many

projects helped Mark to launch his
own career.

As a freelance artist, Mark’s cli-
ents/projects have included: Magic:
The Gathering, Harry Potter, the
World Wrestling Federation (W.W.F.)
and many others. In 2000, with the
help of his former business agent
Jean Scrocco, Mark produced an il-
lustration for the W.W.F. to promote
a pay-per-view television event. That
illustration was used for a video cover,
various newspaper and magazine ads,
and was also reproduced as a four-
and-half story banner over the W.W.F.
theme restaurant in the middle of
Times Square for the 2001 New Year’s
celebration.

It was one of the highlights of
Mark’s career. Mark’s paintings are
in the collections of Warner Bros.
Studios, Universal Studios, the
W.W.F. Corporate Headquarters and
Mike Uslan, the chief executive pro-
ducer of the Batman movies. Mark
resides in North Plainfield and, in
addition to his work as an illustrator,
he now teaches at both duCret and
Kean University and remains avail-
able for private commissions, por-
traits and interior and exterior mu-
rals.

This fantastic demonstration for
both young and young-at-heart art-
ists will be held Sunday, April 21,
from 1 – 4 p.m. at the Community
Room, Westfield Municipal Build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield.
It is handicapped-accessible, open to
the public, and admission is free.

Local Musicians Participate
In Annual Flute Choir Day

MADISON – Twenty-two flute stu-
dents from Westfield and Scotch
Plains joined with approximately 100
other flutists from around the state to
participate in the 19th annual New
Jersey Flute Choir Day on  April 7, at
Drew University in Madison. The
event consisted of warm-up sessions,
rehearsals, and exhibits, and culmi-
nated in an afternoon concert featur-
ing performances by seven flute en-
sembles, ranging from beginners
through middle schoolers, high school
and college students, amateur adults,
and professional flutists.

The special guest was Dr. John
Bailey, former president of the Na-
tional Flute Association and Profes-

sor of Flute at the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln, who led the entire
gathering of flutists in the grand fi-
nale, “Air” from the Suite in D by J.
S. Bach.

The twenty-two flutists are stu-
dents of Jenny Cline, many of whom
receive their instruction at the Music
Studio at the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts (NJWA). Several of the
students also participate in the NJWA
Flute Ensemble, directed by Danielle
Partenope, who is also a member of
the NJWA flute faculty. For some
students, it was their first time attend-
ing the event, but for others it was a
repeat experience, one to which they
look forward to each year.

FLUTE CHOIR DAY...Flute students from Westfield and Scotch Plains joined other flutists from around the state to
participate in the 19th annual New Jersey Flute Choir Day on April 7, at Drew University in Madison. Pictured, front row,
left to right, are: Sara Shen, Fiona Gillespie, Brady Smith, Rachel Markowitz, Sara Kirschner, Amanda Pyle, Shannon Pyle;
Second row, left to right, are: Danielle Partenope, Maya Narasimhan, Ellie Smith, Charlotte Clausen, Bobbi Snyder,
Gabrielle DeCotiis, Ming Bauer, Danielle Gabuzda, Tiffany Youssef. Not pictured are: Charlotte Zee, Belle Hutchins,
Agatha Magierski, Samantha Gould, Leah White, and Kristen Schiavo.

“Let’s Shake on It,” by Mark Romanoski

Artist Framer to Host
Art Show and Sale

CRANFORD - The Artist Framer
will host “Artists in Bloom” Art Show
and Sale beginning Friday, April 26,
through Friday, May 31. The event
will feature over 45 artists with gar-
den/nature-themed works of art.

“Artists in Bloom” is a fundraiser
for the Floraphile Garden Club of
Cranford.

There will be a wine and cheese
reception on Friday, April 26, from 6
- 8:30 p.m. Those in attendance will
be entered for a chance to win a grand
door prize of a Cynthia A. Dawley
giclee print, “Sunlit Fountain.” This
event is open to the public.

The Artist Framer is located at 17
North Avenue, Cranford,

For more information visit
theartistframer.com. To learn more
about joining the Floraphile Garden
Club of Cranford or for information
on upcoming events, contact Mary
Ellen at mecrafts@verizon.net.
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SURPRISES AWAIT…One of five residences featured on the Friends of Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s annual Tour of
Notable Homes on Saturday, May 11, is an enchanting home located in the Indian Forest section of Westfield, pictured
above. The home mixes themes of romance and whimsy.

Indian Forest Residence Featured
On ‘Tour of Notable Homes’

WESTFIELD – One of five loca-
tions to be featured on the Friends of
Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s an-
nual Tour of Notable Homes on Satur-
day, May 11, is an enchanting home
located in the Indian Forest section of
Westfield. The home mixes themes of
romance and whimsy with more for-
mal decor and features an extensive
palate of color that is sure to delight the
senses.

“This house is wonderfully eclec-
tic,” states event co-chair Shuang Guo-
Wroe. “And tourists will be thrilled by
the surprises of texture and hues that
await in each room as the house reveals
its different moods and tones.”

The home, according to Jennifer
Colamedici, who co-chairs the com-
mittee with Mrs. Guo-Wroe, has an
“imposing entrance.” She describes the
walkway as a “mixture of slate and
cobblestones, fanning out to give the
effect of an entry court leading up to the
brick façade.” Mrs. Colamedici stated
the foyer presents a “glowing” impres-
sion created by custom wall paint de-
fined as “burnished copper” and is
complemented by picture frame mold-
ings with insets of hand woven jute

fabric. Adding to the elegant allure is
the glow of a massive chandelier and
antique crystal candelabra.

The formal living room – featuring
an heirloom Baldwin grand piano – has
a French aura whose ambience was
created around a painting of a Parisian
street scene that hangs over the mantel.
The European style paneled walls are
painted in a soft teal and have been
distressed and glazed, complementing
the furniture richly dressed in similar
colors.

The dining room is also formal in
tone according to Mrs. Guo-Wroe, yet
its hand-painted walls with hues of
gold and rose provide a warm and
inviting feeling. Above the dining table
there is a coffered ceiling painted an
iridescent shade of gold. Here, the chan-
delier and fanciful window treatments
conjure the romantic and whimsical
vision of the lady of the house.

Other amenities in the dining room
include an antique bronze gong from
the Philippines and a display cabinet
housing a collection of MacKenzie-
Childs rose-adorned stemware.

The event co-chairs describe the
mellow ivory cabinetry in the kitchen

with dental crown moldings as carry-
ing through the always warm, welcom-
ing character of the home. The kitchen
and family dining area overlook the
rear yard dominated by a kidney-shaped
swimming pool.

Tourists on May 11 will enjoy seeing
the remainder of this home, including
an outstanding master bedroom and
bath, and inspired children’s bedrooms.

“The Tour of Notable Homes is a key
element in the funding formula for the
orchestra. Only about a third of the
revenue is derived from ticket sales,”
according to Norman Luka, president
of the orchestra’s Board of Directors.

Tickets for the Tour of Notable
Homes are $30 when purchased in
advance, $35 on the day of the tour.
They are available online at
www.westfieldsymphony.org and at
Baron’s Drug Store, Coldwell Banker
Realtors East and West, The Town Book
Store, in Westfield; Christoffer’s in
Mountainside; Periwinkle’s in
Cranford, Norman’s Hallmark in
Fanwood.

For further information visit
www.westfieldsymphony.org or call
(908) 232-9400.

Potters’ Guild Hosts
Spring Pottery Festival

MOUNTAINSIDE - The Potters’
Guild of New Jersey will host its
annual holiday sale of functional and
sculptural ceramics at the Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church, located at
1459 Deer Path in Mountainside (cor-
ner of Deer Path and Meeting House
Lane) on Saturday, April 27, from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, April 28,
from 12 noon to 5 p.m. Admission is
free and credit cards are accepted.

This increasingly popular event
draws hundreds of customers from
throughout New Jersey and even out
of state. The show is the perfect place
to find a unique holiday gift or a
special item or present for any occa-
sion. There will be over 30 potters
from the area exhibiting their work
this season.

Judy Musicant of Mountainside is
one of the area’s featured artists: As is
the case for many serious clay artists,
Ms. Musicant discovered pottery af-
ter embarking on her “day job” as an
attorney. Her work has been featured
in many juried shows and won a
“Best Ceramics Piece in Show” at a
New Jersey Center for Visual Arts
members show. Her work is in a
number of books and publications,
including “500 Pitchers” published
by Lark and Ceramic Review – The
International Magazine of Ceram-
ics.

For directions to the show, visit
www.PottersGuildNJ.orgor call Ms.
Musicant at (908) 233-1633.

The Potters Guild is open to pot-
ters of all skill levels living in New
Jersey. We were formed to share
ideas, solve problems, sponsor
workshops, help market our work
and educate our communities on
the value of handmade ceramics. In
recent years we have been particu-
larly engaged in charitable efforts,
including the creation of a tile mu-
ral at the Trailside Visitors’ Center
in the Watchung Reservation in
Mountainside and another mural at
the Evergreen grammar school in
Plainfield. For more information
about the Guild, or to join, visit
w w w . p o t t e r s g u i l d n j . o r g /
index.aspx.

Stoneware pitcher by Judy Musicant.


