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Evil Dead
Bring Popcorn, a Soda and a Tourniquet

2 and ½ popcorns
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

I grew anxious as Evil Dead, direc-
tor Fede Alvarez’s remake/reboot/
continuation of Sam Raimi’s horror
franchise, neared its invasion of the
Bijou. In the parlance of my film-
going childhood, just as when either
Them (1954) or Creature from the
Black Lagoon (1954) loomed as the
Saturday matinee, I was “a-scared,”
and not merely afraid.

We made deals. Oh sure, we would
go, no matter how frightening the
prospect. It was compulsory…a les-
son in taking the bad with the
good…the good being a Western or a
Jerry Lewis comedy. No kids on my
block really liked horror. Who needs
it when you still have bogeymen in
your closet? So we allowed an op-
tion: to look or not to look.

It’s not cowardly if you both agree
not to look. When you are 8 years old,
you are little concerned with wasting
the 35 cents admission by spending
most of the film’s running time on the
theater floor, where sticky, discarded
candy was far preferable to the un-
thinkable terror on the screen.

Of course, there was minor cheat-
ing in the name of bravado as you
took turns popping up to reconnoiter
and report back to your pal the awful-
ness you had seen. In time, these
probes enlarged, and just as one day
you noticed that you didn’t have a
perennial scab on your knee courtesy
of the asphalt playground, you were
now watching the entire film.

Well, maybe. You’ll note that no
horror flick worth its red dye 3 ever
concludes without hinting that its
dreadful abhorrence might, someday,
when you least expect it, rear its ugly
head and this time really get you.
Thus, it was with these remembrances
re-stirred that I attended Evil Dead,
knowing full well I had to look.

After all, it’s in the job description.
Happily, as best I can discern without
a physician’s corroboration, I have
survived the assignment. But, while
admitting that there were a couple
moments where, despite due girding,
I was uneasily jarred, for the most
part this formulaic scare tactic is much
more gruesome and stressful than it
is traumatizing.

However, I issue my conclusions
with disclaimer. To dyed-in-the-wool
horror fans, my dissection is beside
the point. They have their own crit-
ics, blogs and literature devoted to
the darker side of Filmdom, and
doubtless have been following this
film’s progress ever since germina-
tion, when producer Raimi decided
to pump new life into The Evil Dead.

Thus, my review is in service of
fellow scaredy-cats who, for the most

part, are about as interested in this
genre as they are concerned with
what the Kardashians are doing, and
yet are still curious to know if it’s
worthwhile beyond the fright quo-
tient. That is, do we have another
Rosemary’s Baby (1968) or The Ex-
orcist (1973)? The answer is no.

Also, just so that they may appear
worldly and conversant in these things
whether at the club or the D.A.R.
meeting, it behooves to relate the
plot. So here goes: Naturally, or more
appropriately, supernaturally, “Evil
Dead” follows the usual course, a
standard which only deviates in the
number of fresh young faces sadisti-
cally put in harm’s way.

Here it’s five, all arrived at the
proverbial old cabin in the woods to
help Mia, effectively portrayed by
Jane Levy, kick her dope habit the
cold turkey way. Dedicated to that
mission are her brother David (Shiloh
Fernandez), his girlfriend Natalie
(Elizabeth Blackmore) and lovebirds
Olivia (Jessica Lucas) and Eric (Lou
Taylor Pucci).

Surely they’re doomed, their fate
sealed when Eric, chancing upon the
Necronomicon Ex Mortis (The Book
of the Dead to us novices), not only
can’t resist opening it, but chants the
words that summon the dormant
spirit. Yep, happens every time. Now
the only thing to do is guess which of
the five will survive.

To keep you occupied while weigh-
ing your choices, director Alvarez,
handpicked by horror-meister Raimi
and doubtless at his encouraging be-
hest, opens the floodgates to the larg-
est river of blood to drench the silver
screen in recent memory. The slice
and dice bedlam that ensues, includ-
ing, but not limited to a nail gun, is
shamelessly relentless.

Unlike in youth, when my movie
pal, David Schenker, and I would
lope home after a horror film, jump-
ing out at each other from bushes to
exorcise the fear, the candy stains on
our pants serving as gummy badges
of courage, my scare indicator has
changed. Now it’s my screen door. If
it’s real creaky and I glance around
cautiously, it was scary.

But nope, the equivalent of the cat
alighting on the windowsill and send-
ing the winding window shade into a
startling tizzy never came. I was only
exhausted from bolstering myself
against the possibility. Though, I am
inclined to get my blood pressure
checked.

…
Evil Dead, rated R, is a TriStar

Pictures release directed by Fede
Alvarez and stars Jane Levy, Shiloh
Fernandez, and Lou Taylor Pucci.
Running time: 91 minutes

Faith Player to Present
Down the Rabbit Hole

WCP Concludes Season With
Olympus on My Mind

BACK IN TIME…At a general meeting of The Woman’s Club of Westfield held
recently at the Masonic Lodge in Westfield, Mary Ryzuk from the Traveling
Stage Company portrayed Mary Todd Lincoln, pictured. Mrs. Lincoln was the
wife of President Abraham Lincoln, the 16th president of the United States. Mary
was born to an upper class, affluent family who was well educated and ambitious.
She was politically inclined and when introduced to Abraham Lincoln, although
he was of humble means, Mary saw his future greatness in the political world.
Their life together was filled with great happiness and terrible sorrows, however
Mary supported her husband unconditionally during one of the most stormy
times in our history, which included the Civil War.

SCOTCH PLAINS — After a
seven-year hiatus Faith Players
come back with a bang! Or a
fall…Down a Rabbit Hole that is.
Faith Players will present the origi-
nal play Down the Rabbit Hole.
This play is based on the famous
Lewis Carroll classic “Alice in
Wonderland,” and was written by
Tori Clemens with original musical
soundtrack by Scotch Plains resi-
dent Neal Acito.

Tori Clemens founded the Faith
Players in 2005 and for the past few
years the theatre group has been on
hiatus. Ms. Clemens decided it was
time to brush off the cobwebs and
start again with the original adapta-
tion. “I have read multiple scripts
and adaptations of ‘Alice.’ Many
were missing key characters or too
childish. I started writing this over
a year ago and am so happy to be
producing it with the first theatre
group I created,” she said. “I am
working with an extremely talented
cast and a wonderful composer and
friend Neal Acito, who paired my
script with his music seamlessly!”

After two nights of auditions in
January Clemens found the perfect
cast of seasoned and first time ac-
tors. Chris North, who plays the
Mad Hatter, just closed a produc-
tion of Twist of Faith at Playhouse
22. The White Rabbit, played by
James Ford has performed with Tori
Clemens in various productions and
is currently Seymour in Mount St.
Mary’s Little Shop of Horrors. The
Cheshire Cat is played by Caitlyn
Chattin, who is a professional dance
instructor, and Alice is played by
newcomer to the stage Jen Kurceski.
“This cast is one of the most diverse
I have ever performed with. I know
the audience will be in for a great
experience,” stated James.

Performances will be hold Fri-
day, April 26, at 7:30 p.m. and Sat-
urday, April 27, at 2 and 7:30 p.m.
Performance will be will be held at
the First United Methodist Church
in Scotch Plains located at 1171
Terrill Road. Tickets are $8 and
will be sold at the door. For more
information or to reserve tickets,
email Tori314@aol.com.

WESTFIELD –Westfield Com-
munity Players will concludes its
2012-2013 season with the musical
comedy Olympus on My Mind. The
show opens Saturday, May 4, and
runs weekends through Saturday,
May 18. The theater is located at
1000 North Avenue West, Westfield.

Olympus on My Mind is a musi-
cal comedy spoof about the mythi-
cal god Jupiter and relates the story
of his transformation from a “wild
and crazy god” into a deity of love
and compassion. Book/Lyrics by
Barry Harmon, Music by Grant
Sturiale and based on the play
Amphitryon by Heinrich Van Kleist.

The show is directed by Drude
Sparre Roessler, of Westfield with
Musical Director Khy Garner of
Woodbridge and Choreographer
Maury Herman of So. Plainfield.
The Producer, Kay McCrae and
Stage Manager, Barbara Ruban both
are from Springfield. The cast fea-

tures: D.C. Scala, of Roselle, An-
thony Competello, of Edison,
Jerome John, of Somerset, Drew
Cyburt, of Hillsborough, Mark Piltz
and Jenna Zielinski, of South
Plainfield, Alissa Valiante, of Lin-
den, with Corinne Chandler and
A.J. Meeker, both from
Woodbridge.

Continuing the opening night tra-
dition, audience members are in-
vited to a reception with the cast
and crew immediately following the
final curtain.

Tickets are $25 and $15 for stu-
dents on Sunday, May 5, matinee
only. Tickets can be reserved by call-
ing the 24-hour tape (908) 232-1221.

Funding is made possible by the
New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, Department of State, a partner
agency of the National Endowment
of the Arts, through a grant admin-
istered by the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

Westfield Businesses Prepare
For ‘Girls’ Night Out’

Over 90 businesses participating!
WESTFIELD – The Downtown

Westfield Corporation (DWC) will
sponsor Girls Night Out in
Westfield, on Thursday, April 18,
from 5 to 9 p.m. This event will be
held rain or shine.

Among the special events, The
Farmhouse Store will be having a
book signing with five of the con-
tributing authors of the humor book
“I Just Want to Pee Alone.” In the
book, 37 mom bloggers share why
motherhood is the toughest and fun-
niest job on the planet.

Stop into the Digiplex Rialto The-
ater for a chance to win movie tick-
ets. Enjoy complimentary massages
at Keller Williams. Sample Santa
Armosa wines at Cool Vines and
hors d’oeuvres at Robert Treat Deli-
catessen. Try a free sample of hand-
made Griggstown Farm Chicken Pot
Pie at Alan’s Orchard.

Enjoy free ice cream at Cold
Stone and Nathan’s Famous Hot
Dog, free yogurt at Let’s Yo! Yo-
gurt, and buy one get one free at
Swirl Whirl.

Most of the retailers will be of-
fering discounts off purchases that
evening plus refreshments. For ex-
ample, I to Eye is having a Ray-Ban
trunk show with 20 percent off your
purchase, Sole Shoes will offer 20
percent off plus refreshments.

Many restaurants are offering
specials to the ladies that night as
well. Jeffrey’s is offering $5 cos-
mos and springtime martinis with
half price select appetizers.
Acquaviva is offering a special
menu with $5 appetizers and $7
martinis, mixed drinks and wine.
Chez Catherine is having a 3-course
ladies menu for $25 from 5-7 p.m.

Get 10 percent off at Cosimo’s,
and $10 off your check at Limani
Seafood. Xocolatz is giving gifts
cards for a free appetizer.

The DWC has partnered with Jude
Connally to provide a fabulous gift
for the first 1,000 registered ladies.
Registrants should begin the
evening at The Turning Point Res-
taurant, located at 137 Central Ave.,
to pick up their gift and other spon-
sor goodies.

Jazz band, Watson, will provide
live entertainment along with the
Florian Schantz Jazz Combo. The
“‘Mens’ Night Out” component of
Girls’ Night Out will be present,
featuring chivalrous local dignitar-
ies and volunteers greeting women
at the event and opening doors for
them outside downtown shops.

Over 90 local businesses have
come together to make this an ex-
citing evening of shopping, refresh-
ments, entertainment, gifts, sales
and discounts. Participating busi-

nesses include: Acquaviva, Ahrre’s
Coffee Roastery, Alan’s Orchard,
Anais Boutique, Ann Taylor, An-
thology, AT&T, Banana Republic,
Bath Junkie, Bittersweet Designs,
bluemercury, Bovella’s Pastry
Shoppe, The Brick Oven, Bridget’s
Irish Cottages, Brunner Opticians,
Castle Bootery, Chez Catherine,
Chico’s, The Children’s Place, The
Chocolate Bar, Cold Stone Cream-
ery, Coldwater Creek, Cool Vines,
Cosimo’s, Designer Fragrances and
Cosmetic Co., Digiplex Rialto The-
ater, Eileen Fisher, Ella Allure, Fa-
cial Reality Salon and Spa, The
Farmhouse Store, Francesca’s,
Gabi’s Sushi and Noodles, Galeria
West Art and Framing, Gap, Gap
Kids, Get in Shape for Women,
Glamorous Girlz, Harmony Medi-
tation, I to Eye, Isabella’s Ameri-
can Bistro, J. Winthrop and Co.,
Jeffrey’s of Westfield, Jos. A. Bank
Clothier, Jude Connally, Just Bead
Yourself, Juxtapose, Keller Will-
iams, Kennedy’s All American Bar-
ber Club, Kidville, Koi Boutique,
Learning Express Toys, Let’s Yo!
Yogurt, Limani Seafood Grill, The
Liquor Basket, Lord and Taylor,
Lucky Brand Jeans, Madeline, Mar-
tin Richard Salon, Melinda Lane,
Mojave Grille, Nathan’s Famous
Hotdog, Nirvana, NJ Workshop for
the Arts, Open Door Therapy, Pa-
pyrus of Westfield, Patricia and
Paul, Potissi Jewelry, Randal’s
Shoes, Riolina, Robert Treat Deli-
catessen, Rockn’ Joe Coffeehouse
+ Bistro, Roman Boutique and Tai-
loring, Ruby and Jenna, Sadie, Sa-
lon Visage, Savory Spice Shop,
Scott’s Shoes, Second Time Around,
R Studio Lash Spa, Seraphim
Wellness, Sole, Subway, Swirl
Whirl Yogurt Buffet, Tamar Jew-
elry, The Chocolate Bar, Theresa’s,
Thinka Dinka, Tinga Tacqueria, The
Town Bookstore, Turning Point
Restaurant, Urban Outfitters,
Victoria’s Secret, Westfield Run-
ning Company, Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra, Wild Greens,
Wysteria and Xocolatz.

The DWC thanks Barnabas
Health-Saint Barnabas Medical Cen-
ter for their contributing sponsorship
of Girls’ Night Out, as well as bag
sponsor, Keller Williams Realty.

Following the overwhelming re-
sponse and success of the last Girls’
Night Out in October 2012, it is
anticipated that more than 1,500
women will register and many more
will attend. Ladies can still register
for the event up until midnight on
Wednesday, April 17 at
w w w. w e s t f i e l d t o d a y . c o m /
girlsnightout.

For more details,  visit
www.westfieldtoday.com.

Photo courtesy of Downtown Westfield Corporation
GIRLS’ NIGHT OUT...Ladies enjoy the festivities at Girls’ Night Out in  the fall
2012. This year the event is slated for tonight, Thursday, April 18.

Rahway’s ‘Artists’ Flea’
To be Held April 20

Hedgehog and Feather To
Perform The Secret Garden

RAHWAY — Rahway Arts Dis-
trict, Inc. presents ARTISTS’ FLEA,
a curated market of handmade and
one-of-a-kind items, on Saturday,
April 20, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The mar-
ket offers an exciting array of goods
for sale, including original fine art,
crafts by local artisans and designers,
jewelry, clothing and accessories, vin-
tage, antique, and upcycled/recycled
products, and gourmet foods. Ad-
mission is free.

Artists’ Flea will be held inside the
Rahway YMCA gym, 1564 Irving
Street, four blocks from the Rahway
train station. Free shopper parking is
available in the YMCA parking lot
adjacent to the building.

“Artists’ Flea is curated to ensure a
variety of high quality products and
to keep the market experience fresh,”
said Rahway Arts District Incorpo-
rated Executive Director Rachael
Faillace. “This means that every Art-
ists’ Flea event is unique and features
a distinct set of participating artists
and craftspeople.”

Artists’ Flea will feature a wide
variety of rare finds from up to 24
vendors from New Jersey, New York,
and Pennsylvania. An example of the
kinds of unique items buyers can
expect to see include, typewriter key
cufflinks, hand glazed earrings, origi-
nal paper cut designs, screen printed
stationery and cards, vintage cloth-
ing and accessories, crocheted wire

and glass beaded necklaces, hand-
made soy candles and soaps, vintage
posters, and delicious baked goods.

Most of the vendors are local art-
ists and small business owners from
the New Jersey/New York area.
“Grassroots has always been the way
to go,” stated Angela Pryor of Usable
Art, a creative entrepreneur with a
Rahway-based studio. “Rahway’s
Artists’ Flea provides local talent with
a way to build a creative alliance
while showcasing to the community.’

Soup or Dogs food truck will be
stationed outside of Artists’ Flea, fea-
turing specialty soups and hot dogs.
Inside the market, Kim’s InTheMix
soul food café will be selling spe-
cialty cakes by the slice and hot cof-
fee. There are also nineteen restau-
rants and eateries serving lunch within
easy walking distance of the market.

All visitors over eighteen years of
age will have the chance to enter a
raffle to win the door prize, a special
item selected from one of the partici-
pating merchants.

Rahway Arts District plans to make
Artists’ Flea a regular marketplace
where creative individuals can show
and sell their wares to buyers who
appreciate handcrafted, unique and
specialty items. For more informa-
tion, visit ArtsRahway.com, email
info@artsrahway.com, or call the
Rahway Arts District office at (732)
540-1075.

WESTFIELD — Hedgehog and
Feather Theatre Company an-
nounced it will produce a musical
version of the children’s literary
classic, “The Secret Garden.” Per-
formances will be Friday, May 10,
at 7:30 p.m., and Saturday, May 11,
at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. The produc-
tion will take place at Westminister
Hall,  140 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield.

Based on the classic children’s
book by Frances Hodgson Burnett,
this musical was created for the stage
with book and lyrics by Marsha
Norman, who wrote the popular dra-
matic play Night Mother, and with
music by Lucy Simon, daughter of
the Simon and Schuster book pub-
lishing empire and sister to pop mu-
sician Carly Simon. This heart-
warming show for the whole family
won three Tony Awards upon its
Broadway debut in 1991.

The story begins when recently
orphaned Mary Lennox is sent from
India to England to live with an
estranged uncle who lives in sad-
ness and depression over the loss of
hie wife. Outdoors, Mary discovers
there is a garden, hidden away and
neglected.

The Secret Garden is a wonderful
tale of renewal and awakening, with
the hope of spring promising
blooms and blossoms out of a cold
wintery gloom.

The cast includes: Marlo Avidon
(Westfield), Ken Bigelow

(Westfield), Lisa Black (Westfield),
Eve Crandall (Westfield), Jean
Donohue (Westfield), Krista
Donough (Livingston), Kaitlyn
Franck (Basking Ridge), Ty Jacobs
(Millburn), Andrew Kapadia
(Westfield), JD Kelly (Westfield),
Max Kleiman-Lynch (Westfield),
Sara Kudron (Cranford), Danielle
Levitt (Westfield), Mike Marcus
(Springfield), Greta McLaughlin
(Westfield), Noelle Mesbah
(Westfield); Mary Kate Miller
(Westfield), Megan Mulrooney
(Westfield), Emmanuelle Nadeau
(Westfield), Tony Peer (Westfield),
Joel Redmount (Scotch Plains),
Nathaniel Redmount (Scotch
Plains), Matt Ryan (Berkeley
Heights), Lisa Simon (Westfield),
Matthew Siroty (Westfield), Chris-
topher Slavik (Weehauken), Bonnie
Stewart (Westfield), Sydney Stewart
(Westfield).

Tickets are $20 for general ad-
mission, and $15 for children 12 and
under and seniors. For more infor-
mation and to purchase tickets
online visit
hedgehogandfeather.org, or e-mail
info@hedgehogandfeather.org.

Union’s Youngest
Artists Annual Exhibit

At Les Malamut
Art Gallery

UNION — The Les Malamut Ary
Gallery, located in the Union Public
Library, will host an exhibit of the
artistic efforts of students of art
teacher Leslie Jenkins, who has been
teaching art in the Union Public
School system for close to 20 years.

Annually, the Les Malamut Gal-
lery presents the mixed media show
of Hannah Caldwell and Livingston
students ranging from kindergarden
to fourth grade. An opening recep-
tion is planned for Saturday, May 4,
from noon till 2 p.m. The reception
and show are free an open to the
public.

Les Malamut Art Gallery is lo-
cated on the lower level of the Union
Public Library, 1980 Morris Avenue
and is handicapped accessible.

 For more information call (908)
851-5450 or visit
lesmalamutartgallery.wordpress.com.

Artists wishing to be considered
for an exhibit in the Gallery can con-
tact Barbara Wirkus, Curator, at
dmbbw33@yahoo.com or (908) 276-
6656.

FITNESS EQUALS WELLNESS…At a recent Home Life Department meeting of the Woman’s Club of Westfield held at
the Masonic Lodge in Westfield, Len Glassman, owner-trainer of Personal Best Fitness in Garwood and trainer, Dario
Rivera, met with club members and explained what individuals can do to keep fit and agile. Personal Best stresses that a
healthy mind and body are essential to a healthy, happy quality of life. Pictured, left to right, are: Julie Nardone Mr.
Glassman, Mr. Rivera and Jane Walsweer.


