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FANWOOD-SCOTCH PLAINS YMCA ∙ 1340 Martine Ave., Scotch Plains  ∙  908-889-8880  ∙  fanwoodscotchplainsymca.org  ∙  contact: Shannon Frank 

WESTFIELD AREA Y  ∙  220 Clark Street, Westfield  ∙  908-233-2700  ∙  westfieldynj.org  ∙  contact: Amanda Aguirre  

HEALTHY  
KIDS DAY  
 

 

Saturday, April 27  
1:00-4:00PM 
 
 

FREE EVENT FOR  
THE COMMUNITY! 

    Make it a family playdate and get a jump on a lifetime of healthy fun: 
 

Inflatable Obstacle Course · Carnival Games · Family Activities · Arts & Crafts · Nutrition Events · 
Community Partners Information · Healthy Treats and Other Giveaways … and Membership Specials! 
 

Also at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA … Open Swim, Gymnastics Obstacle Course, Family Boot Camp, Food Fear 
Factor, The Hoop Wizard, Sport Samplers, Be Red Cross Ready Presentation and Fire Safety Trailer! 
 

Also at the Westfield Area Y ...  
Fun Junction, Tae Kwon Do Class Sampler, Fitness Testing, Health Screenings, Overlook Hospital Teddy Bear Clinic (bring 
a stuffed animal!), Camp Open House, Aquaducks Synchronized Swim Show, and Camp & Other Program Specials! 

NJ Transit Needs to Correct Problems

Whatever Happened to Civility
When Talking About The Departed?

Letters to the Editor

The spread of incivility appears to
becoming universal and this should
be a matter of deep concern to us!

The death of the late former British
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher
brought out appalling, even heinous,
conduct. There are parties across the
United Kingdom to celebrate her
death! There are “Maggie death
cakes!” According to media reports,
online sales of the famous “Wizard of
Oz” song entitled “The Wicked Witch
Is Dead” are going off the charts!
Glenda Jackson, M.P. and two-time
Oscar winner for best actress,
launched into a diatribe about Mrs.
Thatcher’s policies and even about
Mrs. Thatcher as a person during a
session of the House of Commons
devoted to encomiums!

I had always thought that we are to
speak kindly of the recently departed.
And this is especially important for
the members of the person’s family
who are entitled to their moment of
hoped for solace as they begin the
long process of bereavement. There
is time aplenty later on to make judg-
ments.

 We know all to well the epithets
hurled at former President George W.
Bush and former President Jimmy
Carter!

 We see the extraordinary disre-
spect in “comic” programs like Sat-
urday Night Live about which ever
public official is considered this
week’s target for nastiness and rude-
ness. That skit of Chevy Chase show-
ing our most athletic president, Presi-
dent Gerald R. Ford, once a star col-
lege football player, as an uncoordi-
nated bumbler because he tried to
save the First Lady from falling down
a rickety set of stairs beside Air Force
One caused him severe political dam-
age. Jay Leno and David Letterman
on their nightly television shows do
their part in mean spirited fashion to

tear down this or that public official
just to get a cheap laugh or two from
the audience!

 Many of the descriptions of Presi-
dent Barack H. Obama are unprint-
able! As well as those of Governor
Chris Christie. And even President
Obama’s signature legislation — the
Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act — is insultingly called
“Obamacare!”

But such conduct is also mirrored
in the rudeness on the road where so
many people think that the highway
is their private property to do with as
they please. Tailgate. Not signal. Not
yield. Not stop. High beams always
on. And honk, honk, honk.

 I asked a local bookstore if they
had thank you cards. The merchant
said, “I am sorry but we do not have
any because people are not buying
them!”

 The word “please” is also going
out of common usage.

 So many people write e-mails with-
out any salutation and employ lan-
guage and grammar which would
have received a failing grade in grade
school!

 The idea of dressing up to go to the
opera or to Broadway or to a nice
restaurant is no longer de rigueur.

 We live in an age of such extreme
individualism that anything goes be-
cause the person thinks that he or she
has the right to say or do whatever he
or she pleases. It is an age where there
is no concomitant sense of responsi-
bility or accountability let alone good
taste.

 And we as a society are the poorer
for it.

 And as individuals we must face a
world now made harsher and less
kind for want or of decency and good
manners.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

I started an online petition against NJ
Transit for their continuous service prob-
lems with the train and bus system that
are impairing our service significantly.

We all need to come forward about the
many and lengthy service problems of NJ
Transit trains and buses. Problems with
the system are getting worse with too
many excuses from NJ Transit and not
enough action from riders.

The link to this online petition is:
signon.org/sign/nj-transit-service-
problems.fb27?

source=c.fb.tyandr_by=7363263.
This petition is about the out-of-hand

service problems with NJ Transit trains
and buses. The persons at NJ Transit
headquarters are averse to addressing
blanket situations, which continue to grow
and get worse, and are only willing to
take individual complaints, which have

been ineffective. The agency overall has
spent more money on image and adver-
tising then proper service facilities and
equipment. The system is being run poorly
to the point where it is affecting the
quality of life for many New Jerseyans.
The service problems exist in all phases
of NJ Transit’s bus, train and paratransit
(access link) operations.

This petition will go to the New Jersey
State House, the New Jersey State Sen-
ate, U.S. Senator Frank Lautenberg, U.S.
Senator Robert Menendez, and President
Barack Obama. Thank you in advance
for your signature and/or circulation con-
tributions.

This petition needs signatures and cir-
culation to that effect. Thank you.

Ken Kassner
Linden

BloggerGate And The Prosecutor
Surprise And Sadden The Reader

I was surprised and saddened to see the
personal reaction of the Prosecutor of
Union County to the recent court deci-
sion in favor of Ms. Renna. Regardless of
whether one agrees with her or not, a
public servant charged with doing justice
should not bare his personal feelings about
a critic who wins in court.

The prosecutor also seems to have
forgotten his attempt to obtain the sources
of another blogger only last year. I repre-
sented Greg Kasko when he was called to
the prosecutor’s office. He had printed a
story quoting a letter from the then chief
of police claiming to have proof of theft
of time from the town by superior offic-
ers and that he would do nothing about
the theft. The prosecutor’s detective asked
for the identity of the person who gave

the letter to Mr. Kasko. (If he wanted to
“solve” the theft, he would have inter-
viewed the chief.). We refused.

A subpoena was issued against Kasko
concerning how he obtained “confiden-
tial information” of the police. I con-
tacted Bruce Rosen, an ACLU attorney
wo later represented Ms. Renna. After
Mr. Rosen filed a show cause order against
the prosecutor, and a few meetings at
Judge Cassidy’s court, the prosecutor
withdrew the subpoena making the ques-
tion before the court moot.

Ms. Renna was not the first person on
whom the prosecutor has served a sub-
poena in order to obtain, not facts, but
sources.

A. John Blake
Westfield

Lawmakers’ Actions That
Don’t Make Sense, Why?

Newspaper Commentary

Lawmakers in Trenton believe that
the more laws that are passed with
their name attached to it, the better
their résumé is. This is true even if the
law doesn’t make sense. Also, so
many lawmakers attach their names
to the same legislation that it’s hard to
really know who is responsible.

Case in point this week is the so-
called “Anti-Big Brother” legislation
that was passed. Press releases from
legislators have themselves patting
each other on the back for  their bill “to
protect student privacy by increasing
awareness of technology that can
record and monitor their activities.”
They note, “The law was inspired, in
part, by incidents at the Lower Merion
School District in Pennsylvania in
which cameras in laptops furnished
by the school district recorded activity
by students without the students real-
izing that the activity was being re-
corded. Images from the camera were
transmitted to administrators of the
school district.”

The Anti-Big Brother Act (A-
2932): the law requires a school dis-
trict or charter school furnishing a
student with a laptop computer, cel-
lular telephone or other electronic
device to provide the student with

written notice that it may record or
collect information on the student’s
activity if the device is equipped with
a camera, global positioning system
or other similar feature. The school
district must also make it clear that
they will not invade a student’s pri-
vacy with the device.

The notice must also include a form
to be signed by the student’s parent or
guardian and returned to the school
district acknowledging receipt of the
form, which shall be retained by the
school district. An employer or a
school district failing to provide the
written notification required by this
law will be subject to a fine of $250
per incident, per child, which will be
deposited in a fund to provide laptops
to disadvantaged students.

The bill goes into effect on July 1.
Why not just pass legislation to

make it illegal for school systems to
buy and distribute devices that are
capable of spying on our children?
Stop the practice and save taxpayer
money. Focus on education, not
“slaptops.”

In effect, the Anti-Big Brother leg-
islation condones the practice and
hopes to collect fines – another Red
Light ripoff?

Will or Will Not the Scotch Plains
Library Budget Be Cut?

On April 15th, I attended the
[Scotch Plains] Township Council
meeting and heard some two-dozen
people each tell the Council how
much benefit they receive from the
town library. The meeting was packed
and each speaker was met with a
round of applause as they requested
the budget for the library not be cut.

Finally, after over an hour of citi-
zens’ comments, the Board members
each spoke regarding the topic. While
each member agreed how important
the library is to Scotch Plains, there
was no clear and definite answer re-

garding the budget. Finally, the mayor
ended the discussion by stating we
needed the CFO (who wasn’t able to
be present!) to provide accurate fi-
nancial information in order for a
final decision to be made.

Someone needs to answer the ques-
tion: Will or will not the library bud-
get be cut?

This newspaper needs to answer
this question for all Scotch Plains
citizens as soon as possible.

Bill Keller
Scotch Plains

Lectures About Good Government
Are Rarely Persuasive Enough

From Editor&Publisher: Audience.
Reach. Delivery. The conversation about
public notices in newspapers often cen-
ters on more esoteric, abstract concepts
such as good government and transpar-
ency; noble sentiments, but not one is
easily sold to overworked government
officials looking to cut costs. The best
argument isn’t an appeal to altruism. It’s
that newspapers — true multimedia com-
panies — have a better reach and audi-
ence than they’ve ever had. And, it’s still
growing.

No longer is circulation the one-and-
only indicator of audience and reach.
Through our websites, social media, and,
of course, print, we have an audience that
has grown exponentially. How many other
media can boast that in the days of satel-
lite radio and digital video recording?

It’s not just that we have more audi-
ence; it’s that we can reach out to them on
so many platforms and in different ways.
No longer is our reach static. We deliver

content and engage our audience in what-
ever way they’re most comfortable.

They respond and interact in growing
numbers. Readers are truly invested in
our content, including public notices. We
also have the most sophisticated delivery
systems available. Whether job postings,
bids, or meeting notices, we work with
government to reach those interested.
We target the audience.

Lectures about good government and
transparency are rarely persuasive enough
when officials face tough budget deci-
sions. That’s why we must communicate
in exactly those terms: No other media
offers a greater audience, a wider reach,
and better delivery at such an economical
rate.

Of course, more people also means
more transparency and better informed
citizens.

Darrell Ehrlick, Editor
Casper, Wyo. Star-Tribune

GOP Candidates Address UCIA Waste
Union County government has be-

come the private fiefdom of Demo-
cratic insiders. The blatant disregard
for the taxpayers of Union County has
even caught the ire of The Star-Ledger.
Recently, The Ledger commented on
the Union County Chairwoman’s
$160,000 a year job as the [executive]
director of the Union County Improve-
ment Authority. In other counties the
position pays closer to $100,000 per
year and the positions have signifi-
cantly more responsibility, more quali-
fied personnel, larger staffs and more
projects. The Ledger also commented
that she worked from home due to a
disability and they believed that this
accommodation was justified.

The Union County Republican Free-
holder candidates offered some com-
ments on the news. Former Council-
man Marc Krauss of Springfield said,
“Chairwoman DeFilippo is at the top
of the list of overpaid political cronies
within the county. This is how the all-
Democratic Freeholder board operates;
it abuses the trust of the people Union
County.” He added, “It is time to stop
Democrat Chairwoman DeFilippo and
her political puppets on the all Demo-
cratic Freeholder board from squan-
dering taxpayer money with patronage
positions and higher taxes.”

Ira Geiger of Union Township stated,
“Once again the all-Democratic Free-
holder board has rewarded a political
crony with a high paying position.
Imagine the outrage if the Republican
County Chairman held such a lucrative
position.” When asked what could be
done to change this Geiger answered,
“When my running mates and I are
elected we will be able to hold the
Democrats accountable to the taxpay-
ers. As it stands now they are not ac-
countable to anyone, and the public
pays dearly.”

Ms. DeFilippo has wondered why
she is under attack for accepting the
position that she has no formal training
for. She stated she has lived “urban
development,” others compare this to
because you shop at Wal-Mart you
should be able to run the store. Mr.
Geiger added, “The Ledger is pointing
out the truth that the public funds are
not being used effectively, this is not an
accusation without basis.”

The three GOP candidates have
vowed to take their case to the voters
stating it is time to stop the waste in
Union County. These patronage jobs
are self-servings at the taxpayer ex-
pense.

Councilman Glenn Mortimer
GOP Chair, Mountainside


