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Lance: Nation Needs
‘Meaningful Tax Reform’

PBA ENDORSEMENT …Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, right, was
endorsed last week by the Union County Policemen’s Benevolent Association
(PBA) Local 108, representing Union County Sheriff’s Officers, which has
approximately 130 members. Pictured at left is Robert McLaughlin, president of
the PBA Local 108, as he shares the news of his union’s endorsement with a
handshake with Sheriff Froehlich, who is running for re-election this June.

Dems for Change Mgr. Rips
‘Real’ Dems Organizer

COUNTY – Candidates running
under the slogan “Real Democrats
for Change” would be better de-
scribed as Republicans, according to
the campaign manager for the
“Democrats for Change” organiza-
tion, Jim Devine.

Mr. Devine explained that “legiti-
mate Democrats for Change” candi-
dates in this year’s June Primary Elec-
tion are Union County Police Lieu-
tenant Richard Puschel, former Lin-
den school board member Jacqueline
Williams, Janet Reynolds of Roselle,
and Elizabeth resident Charles
Cascone.

Sheriff candidate Puschel, who
served one term as a councilman in
Linden, heads the county’s bomb
squad and other emergency units.
Ms. Williams, Ms. Reynolds and Mr.
Cascone are running for freeholder.

Ms. Reynolds led the Democrats
for Change freeholder slate in ballot-
ing during the 2010 campaign and
Ms. Williams ran on the organization
line as a candidate for  city council.

Mr. Cascone is a retired autoworker
who was elected as a union official
while he was employed at the former
General Motors assembly plant on
Routes 1&9.

Mr. Devine blamed recent losses
by the Democrats for Change on
former Elizabeth Board of Education
President Rafael Fajardo.

“Unfortunately, many Democrats
find it impossible to work with Mr.
Fajardo because he is a Republican
who closely supported Governor
Chris Christie,” Mr. Devine said, add-
ing that members of the “Fajardo

faction” side with Republicans on
key social issues.

“We came 1,369 votes away de-
feating the most popular candidate
associated with the regular political
organization [Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich]  in 2010, but Fajardo fouled
it up,” Mr. Devine said.

Speaking of the Real Democrats
for Change candidates, Mr. Devine
alleged that Carlos Cedeno, an Eliza-
beth councilman who ran for Assem-
bly two years ago, “wants to outlaw
abortion while Charles Mitchell, a
perennial candidate for county sher-
iff, is strongly opposed to marriage
equality for same sex couples.”

“Three Hispanic women were
committed to running for the legis-
lative seats occupied by state Sena-
tor Raymond Lesniak, Assembly-
man Joseph Cryan and Assembly-
woman Annette Quijano, but they
dropped out in the expectation that a
three-way contest would only ben-
efit the incumbents,” Mr. Devine
said. “Despite this concession, the
Fajardo faction failed to file peti-
tions for Tony Monteiro, Jennifer
Rodriguez and Giuliano Farino, the
people they said were running. In-
stead, only the third place finisher in
the Roselle school board election
was placed into nomination [against
Sen. Lesniak.]”

While Mr. Devine acknowledged
that Sen. Lesniak could have been
vulnerable to a serious Senate chal-
lenger he said, “It is very unlikely
that (Senate candidate) Donna Obe
can muster sufficient support to over-
come Lesniak’s advantages.”

REGION – Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th) on Monday, April 15, held a
Tax Day event in Chester to highlight
his support for enacting what he called
“meaningful tax reform” on the fed-
eral level. Joining Rep. Lance was
Chester Mayor Robert Davis as well
as taxpayer advocates and concerned
citizens.

“The Internal Revenue (service)
code has ballooned to a 5,600-page,
four million-word complicated mess
that is seven times as long as the
Bible with none of the good news,”
said Rep. Lance in front of the
Chester Post Office where many
Morris County residents were mail-
ing their tax returns to comply with
the April 15th federal tax deadline.
“It’s time to clean it up and enact a
tax code that is simpler, fairer and
more conducive to economic
growth.”

During the event, the 7th District
lawmaker said when it comes to tax
reform he would be guided by three
principles. First the Congressman
said, “We must simplify the tax code
to help America’s working families
and entrepreneurs,” and “close spe-
cial-interest loopholes to help lower
individuals rates and ensure that
middle-class Americans will pay no
more taxes than they do under cur-
rent law.”

Rep. Lance also said he wants to,
“level the field for companies by low-
ering the corporate rate so U.S. firms
can compete with rivals abroad.”

And he called for changes in the
tax code to help small businesses
spend less time complying with com-
plex tax rules and more time and
resources growing and creating jobs.

“It is critically important that Con-
gress create a tax code that is easier to
navigate and promotes growth to ben-
efit small businesses and the U.S.
economy as a whole,” the Congress-
man said.

Rep. Lance concluded by saying
he believes the time is right for get-
ting tax reform completed. “Now
there are some in Washington who
believe in shrinking the economic
pie through higher taxes is the best
way to spur job creation and erase
the government’s trillion-dollar defi-
cits. I believe there is an emerging
bipartisan consensus for growing the
pie through reform of our tax code
that promotes growth and invest-
ment and strengthens America’s
long-term fiscal solvency,” he con-
cluded.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Bermanson Removed as Dem
Primary Cand. Against Buono
Former mayor of Glen Ridge Carl

Bergmanson has been removed as a
candidate in the June Democratic Pri-
mary for Governor after the State Demo-
cratic Committee ordered several sig-
natures on his petition to be thrown out.

The Division of Elections last week
posted the official list of the Primary
candidates, signed by Lieutenant
Governor/Secretary of State Kim
Guadagno, that includes state Sen.
Barbara Buono (D-18, Metuchen) and
Troy Webster of East Orange on the
Democratic side and Gov. Chris
Christie and Seth Grossman of
Linwood on the Republican side as
the party-affiliated Gubernatorial can-
didates. The deadline for Indepen-
dent candidates to file for the General
Election is Tuesday, June 4.

The Record reported that the names
of 40 people who signed Mr.
Bergmanson’s nominating petition
had also given their signatures to
other candidates running for gover-
nor. Those signatures were ruled in-
valid thus putting Mr. Bergmanson
below the 1,000 signatures he needed
to be on the Primary ballot.

He told the paper he has not quiting
the race yet as he was still deciding
his next move. Mr. Bergmanson was
running under the slogan, “Demo-
crats for Change” in Union County as
well as statewide.

Weinberg Decries Payouts to
Ex-Rutgers A.D., Coach

Senate Majority Leader Loretta
Weinberg (D-37, Teaneck) this week
criticized payouts to former Rutgers
athletic director Tim Pernetti and ex-
men’s basketball coach Mike Rice
that total more than $2.2 million.
Coach Rice was fired after ESPN
aired a video of him throwing basket-
balls at his players as well as shoving
and grabbing them and shouting gay
slurs at them during practice. Mr.
Pernetti resigned over the scandal.

“The fact that Rutgers University
will spend more than $2.2 million in
public funds as payouts to the coach
and the athletic director is a disgrace-
ful way of addressing the scandalous
behavior and irresponsible actions of
those who failed to live up to their
leadership responsibilities. It amounts
to a financial reward for bad behavior
with money that should go to educa-

tional needs at Rutgers.”
Sens. Unveil Revisions to
Strengthen Megan’s Law

Senator Linda R. Greenstein (D-14,
Cranbury) Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3, Gloucester) and Sena-
tor Kevin O’Toole (R-40, Wayne) have
introduced legislation that they said
would revise and strengthen Megan’s
Law. The legislation would also update
the law based on improved electronic
communication and would ensure that
minors who sext are not placed on the
sex offender registry for life.

The bill, S-2636, would provide
training to parole officers to better
prepare them to identify supervised
sex offenders who are using elec-
tronic devices in unlawful activities.

Megan’s Law was passed in 1994
only one month after the sexual as-
sault and murder of 7-year-old
Hamilton resident Megan Kanka by
her neighbor, a repeat sex offender.

Arrest Made in Mugging of
Ex-Mayor Sharp James

Police have arrested and charged
Alhafeez Williams, 20, in the mug-
ging of former Newark mayor and
ex-state senator, Sharpe James, 78.

According to media reports, the
former mayor was approached from
behind by an assailant who put him  in
a choke hold and grabbed a gold chain
from around his neck before fleeing.
Mr. James was not injured in the attack,
which occurred shortly after 4 p.m.
Thursday near Newark’s Weequahic
Park, cbsnews.com reported. Mr. James
was mayor from the mid-1980s until
2006. He later was convicted of cor-
ruption and sentenced to more than
two years in prison.

Christie Proposes Tax
Credit on Incomes to $400K

Governor Chris Christie has re-
vived his tax-cut plan similar to one
that he proposed last year, Channel 2
CBS News has reported. The Gover-
nor spelled out his plan Monday in a
conditional veto of a bill to raise a tax
credit for the working poor in an
effort to get enough Democrats to
join the Republican minority in the
Legislature to pass his tax-relief plan.

Under his proposal, at the end of a
four-year phase-in those with house-
hold earnings up to $400,000 would
receive an income tax credit equal to
10 percent of their property tax bill
capped at $10,000..
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