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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
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BOSTON MARATHON...Ellie Tanji, right, a sophomore at Boston College,
finished the 117th Boston Marathon in three-and-a-half  hours.  Ellie ran cross-
country at Westfield High School and trained with her roommate, Sarah, left.
The roommates crossed the finish line minutes before the race was shut down
after a bomb went off near the finish line.

Renna’s attorney, Bruce Rosen of
Florham Park, argued that the UCWA
website, along with the County Watch-
ers blog, provides “comprehensive
county information, thereby qualify-
ing the blog as a news medium.” He
argued that Ms. Renna’s writing was
“similar to Maureen Dowd or Paul
Mulshine in that she engages in origi-
nal investigative journalism.”

In terms of the UCPO’s charge that
County Watchers writings are biased,
Mr. Rosen said, “many traditional news
media sources, such as Fox News and
MSNBC, often demonstrate a political
bias, yet they nonetheless fall squarely
within the protections of the Shield
statute as television news stations,” ac-
cording to court documents.

The UCPO, represented by Assis-
tant Prosecutor Robert Vanderstreet,
questioned Ms. Renna’s newsgathering
tactics, arguing that Ms. Renna might
have concealed her investigation into
the Union County Alliance’s tax filing
status by using a hidden camera when
she interviewed an employee at its of-
fice. But Judge Cassidy said, in her
opinion, that the UCPO, “did not dem-
onstrate that such tactics were used
here.”

“Ms. Renna’s certification [that
County Watchers is a newsgathering
website] is sufficient to meet the final
statutory factor that she obtained mate-
rials in the course of professional news
gathering,” according to the judge’s
ruling.

In addition, the UCPO argued that
“often” Ms. Renna’s blogs “devolve
into personal attacks on county elected
officials.” They also argued that, ac-
cording to court documents, “Ms.
Renna and her team of bloggers never
referred to themselves as journalists in
their blog posts until two days before”
the court hearing and that the County
Watchers blog was “more akin to a
public relations entity” that raises
funds for UCWA activities.

Ms. Renna reacted to her victory
by posting a column on her website.

“I am the first blogger in New
Jersey history to be deemed pro-
tected by the New Jersey
Newspersons’ Shield Law and an
important precedent has been set
which may protect and inspire other
citizen journalists to watchdog their
government in place of traditional
journalism which hasn’t been able
to keep up their government cover-
age in New Jersey which has 21
counties, 566 municipalities, over
600 school districts and countless
independent authorities,” Ms. Renna
said in a blog posted on her website
following her court victory.

“In the case of my coverage of
Generatorgate…it’s unfortunate that
my sources fear Union County law
enforcement, therefore they came to
me with information as is often the
case. The issue wasn’t that I had 16
names of county employees who
took home generators during the
Superstorm Sandy emergency. The
issue was the prosecutor was pro-
tecting favored employees, and he
still is…It isn’t my job to be an arm
of law enforcement. I did my job as
a journalist and reported what I knew;
the prosecutor has known of at least
four employees who took home gen-
erators during Superstorm Sandy,
and has done nothing to date to
charge these offenders with a crime
or to even reprimand them while he
spent countless resources harassing
me.”

“Let’s celebrate the victory this is
for all citizen bloggers, and the
sources who trust us, even above the
people who are sworn to uphold the
law,” she concluded.

Union County Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow released the
following statement through his
spokesman:

“For the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office this issue has
always been about the investigation
into generator usage during and af-
ter Hurricane Sandy. For months,
Renna claimed that she had names
of people who abused the system – a
number far greater than what inves-
tigators had uncovered. This case
was never about revealing the source
of the information she claims to have,
but rather to get to the truth of what
happened.

“Rather than acting responsibly,
or in the public’s best interest, or
publishing the names as she asserted
she would, Renna hid behind the
court, and now should be consid-
ered complicit in harboring the very
people she believes committed mis-
deeds. Personally, I believe she was
caught in a lie and chose to waste
time and money by hiding. I have
great respect for the freedom and
speech of the press and believe that
a real journalist would have long
ago released honest information.

“The ones who really lose today
are the people of Union County.
Renna, a self-proclaimed ‘watch-
dog,’ thwarted the power of a grand
jury – a body composed of citizens
that act on behalf of citizens. Let it
be remembered that Renna chose to
hide rather than help. This is a stark
contrast to her frequent proclamations
that she seeks to root out corruption.”
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Judge Rules Renna Protected
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VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH... Bob McCarthy, right, active with the Lions
Club, the Fanwood Seniors Club and a former Fanwood councilman, receives
Volunteer of the Month recognition from Councilman Tony Parenti and Mayor
Colleen Mahr at the borough council meeting on Tuesday.

tioning why Ms. DeFilippo did not
attend Thursday’s meeting. “Why
are we paying a lawyer to come
here and defend the UCIA?” Free-
holder Chairwoman Linda Carter
told Mr. Paterson he was out of
order and that she would have to
have him leave if he continued to
speak, but Mr. Paterson left the
meeting on his own.

“Maybe you should stay and lis-
ten to the answers,” Mr. Williams
responded.

Mr. Williams told the freeholders
that the UCIA requested that the
application before the Local Fi-
nance Board be deferred until the
May meeting so the UCIA could
meet with Mr. Neff and his staff and
answer their questions. Mr. Neff also
serves as director of local govern-
ment services for the state’s Depart-
ment of Community Affairs (DCA).

Earlier in the freeholder meeting,
Mr. Paterson was critical of profes-
sional service contracts given by the
UCIA to firms that he said donate to
the campaigns of the freeholders.

“The problem is there is no ac-
countability (at the UCIA).
Nobody’s supervising [Ms.
DeFilippo],” Mr. Paterson said.

He urged Freeholder Carter “to
lead the charge – get rid of her.”

“She’s pretty useless. I suggest
you stop funneling tax money to
her. Get it out of her hands, because
all she does is politically play with
it,” Mr. Paterson said.

County Counsel Robert Barry
said all UCIA contracts are pub-
licly bid and are “awarded to the
lowest responsible bidder,” and are
not considered “no-bid” contracts
as alleged by Mr. Paterson.

Prior to the conclusion of the
meeting, Freeholder Carter read a
statement in support of Ms.
DeFilippo and the improvement
authority.

“The County of Union is very
proud of the accomplishments that
the Union County Improvement Au-
thority has done; the economic de-
velopments that they have done that
are improving the quality of life for
our residents and revitalizing our
economy. Under the leadership of
Charlotte DeFilippo over the past
10 years, we can honestly say we’ve
had many projects that have actu-
ally been undertaken and have got-
ten started and also gotten accom-
plished,” Freeholder Carter stated.

UCIA financed projects she listed
were the juvenile detention center in
Linden; the Park Madison project, a
mixed-use development in down-
town Plainfield; four new firehouses;
a public library in Linden; the new
Union County College Kellogg
Building in Elizabeth, which houses
the Trinitas School of Nursing, and
the Child Advocacy Center operated
by the Union County Prosecutor’s

Office in Elizabeth.
“We’re proud of the work that the

Union County Improvement Author-
ity has done, will continue to do, and
we’re sure that we will continue to
support many of their projects that
they are doing for the county, and
we do appreciate it,” Freeholder
Carter said.

In other business, Freeholder Dan
Sullivan, head of the board’s fiscal
affairs committee, said the board
would hold a special meeting at 6:30
p.m. tonight, prior to the agenda
meeting, to introduce amendments
to the 2013 county budget. A public
hearing on the amendments will be
held during the regular meeting on
Thursday, April 25.

Freeholder Chris Hudak, a mem-
ber of the committee, said the panel
“has been trying to get that (tax)
increase down.” The projected tax
increase was $19 million over 2012
per the freeholders’ introduced bud-
get, with total spending of $494 mil-
lion.

“We do hear the critiques and the
criticisms. We’re sensitive to them
and trying as best we can for this
budget and going forward to make
sure our budget process is that much
more efficient. We’d all like to get
down below that (2-percent) nomi-
nal cap, but it is a work in progress,”
Mr. Hudak said.

Fanwood Squad Offers
Free CPR Courses

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Res-
cue Squad will once again offer free
courses in cardiopulmonary resusci-
tation (CPR) during National EMS
Week in May. The courses, taught by
squad members who are certified in-
structors, will be offered in the squad’s
building at 123 Watson Road,
Fanwood. They will be open to
Fanwood and Scotch Plains residents.

The CPR courses will be taught
under the American Heart Associa-
tion Heartsaver curriculum. The dates
are Saturday, May 18, at 9 a.m. and
Wednesday, May 22, at 7 p.m.

Those who complete the course
will earn a two-year certification.
Anyone interested in one of these
free classes must register online at
fanwoodrescue.com. Registration is
on a first-come, first-served basis
until the classes are full. In past
years, the local business community
has sponsored the CPR classes and
the squad is asking for their help
again this year.

Any Fanwood or Scotch Plains
business that would like to be a spon-
sor will be recognized in literature
distributed at the classes and on the
squad’s website. To become a spon-
sor, e-mail the squad at
fanwoodrescue@gmail.com or call
(908) 967-3275 and leave a message.
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SP Council
have a responsibility to 23,000 resi-
dents.” He added that the library also
has $100,000 in state aid available. “I
want the library to operate, but within
the context of fairness to everyone.”

The mayor said, “Most people don’t
have the facts yet” on the library’s
budget and said he wanted township
personnel like Ms. Majeski to attend
the council’s next meeting in order to
answer questions and provide neces-
sary details.

At the end of the nearly 90 minutes
devoted to the library budget, Mr.
Vastine repeated his motion to restore
library funding to a “responsible level,”
which the council voted down by a 3-2
margin, with Councilman Marcus join-
ing Mr. Vastine in voting for the mo-
tion, and Mayor Glover saying he would
not support the motion without having
all the facts.

Mrs. Kolaya, who attended
Monday’s meeting, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that she is seek-
ing to meet with CFO Majeski to better
ascertain what additional funding may
be available this year. “Once we’re sure
of the figures for 2013,” she said, “de-
cisions will be made on depleting our
reserve savings as well as any cuts to
hours, services and staff.” She added
her regret that the library, which she has
led for more than 10 years, has become
“a political issue when we strive to
always maintain a well-balanced and
objective collection and presence in the
community.”

budget’s structure in user-friendly terms
to facilitate public participation.

In other business, Council President
Russell Huegel reported on potential
low-interest loans from the Union
County Economic Development Cor-
poration (UCEDC) for businesses af-
fected by Superstorm Sandy. He said
he would set up an information ses-
sion for local businesses to learn about
the opportunity.

Mr. Huegel told the council that the
UCEDC recently mentioned
Fanwood’s thriving business district
in a report on economic growth in the
region. The report highlighted the
borough’s Fanwood Crossing con-
struction in a section on “projects that
stimulate economic growth.”

Councilman Jack Molenaar in-
formed the governing body that the
planning board has begun hearing pro-
posals for two new Fanwood Cross-
ing buildings in the downtown rede-
velopment district.

The council passed a bond ordi-
nance committing $350,000 to site
remediation in the parking lot area of
the former Livingston-Wilbor site,
which also falls within the redevel-
opment district. A resolution to grant
a sidewalk café license to Mara’s Café,
soon to open in the first Fanwood
Crossing building, was passed unani-
mously by the governing body.

Mr. Molenaar also reported on up-
coming improvements to the historic
Carriage House, which will receive a
new air-conditioning system along
with a power washing, paint job and
multiple other upgrades. Carriage
House improvements will be financed
by a Union County grant.

Councilman Kevin Boris called at-
tention to improvement efforts in For-
est Road Park. He recently met with
residents who had concerns about the
placement of the proposed walking
path there. “We were able to really get
to the root of the problem and come to
a great consensus about how to move
forward,” he said, and encouraged resi-
dents to reach out to council with
feedback on all borough projects.

Mr. Huegel noted that seasonal brush
pickup has begun, and pothole repairs
also are underway.

In other news, the council pro-
claimed April as Autism Awareness
Month, National Poetry Month and
National Donate Life Month. The
Fanwood Memorial Library will post
the council’s proclamation on autism
awareness; the library has been na-
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Fanwood Council
tionally recognized for its autism edu-
cation initiatives.

Several mayors from Union and
Somerset counties will meet this Fri-
day at the Plainfield Dairy Queen for
a mayoral ice cream-cake-decorating
challenge to raise awareness about
organ donation for National Donate
Life Month. In addition, the council
awarded its Volunteer of the Month
award to Robert McCarthy for his
many volunteer activities over the de-
cades he has lived in Fanwood.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Fred Lange, representing
Courage to Reconnect Fanwood and
Scotch Plains (CRFSP), called on the
council to nominate a fourth candi-
date for CRFSP’s exploratory com-
mittee on merging Fanwood and
Scotch Plains.

Photo courtesy of Gene Janotti
CHERRY BLOSSOMS...Blossoms adorn the cherry trees  at the annual Bloomfest
at Branch Brook Park in Newark hosted by the Essex County Cherry Bloom Center.

FPD Will ‘Take Back’
Unwanted Prescription Drugs

FANWOOD — On April 27, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., the Fanwood
Police Department and the U.S.
Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA) will give the public its sixth
opportunity in three years to pre-
vent pill abuse and theft by ridding
their homes of potentially danger-
ous expired, unused and unwanted
prescription drugs. Individuals may
bring their medications for disposal
to the Fanwood Police Department,
75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood. The service is free and
anonymous; no questions asked.

Last September, Americans
turned in 244 tons of prescription
drugs at more than 5,200 sites op-
erated by the DEA and its thou-
sands of state and local law en-
forcement partners. In their five
previous “Take Back” events, the
DEA and its partners took in over
two million pounds – over a thou-
sand tons – of pills.

“This initiative addresses a vital
public safety and public health is-
sue. Medicines that languish in
home cabinets are highly suscep-
tible to diversion, misuse and abuse.
Rates of prescription-drug abuse in
the United States are alarmingly

high, as are the number of acciden-
tal poisonings and overdoses due to
these drugs. Studies show that a
majority of abused prescription
drugs are obtained from family and
friends, including from the home
medicine cabinet. In addition,
Americans are now advised that
their usual methods for disposing
of unused medicines – flushing
them down the toilet or throwing
them in the trash – both pose poten-
tial safety and health hazards,” ac-
cording to the FPD.

Four days after the first event,
Congress passed the Secure and Re-
sponsible Drug Disposal Act of
2010, which amends the Controlled
Substances Act to allow an “ulti-
mate user” of controlled substance
medications to dispose of them by
delivering them to entities autho-
rized by the  U.S. Attorney General
to accept them. The Act also allows
the Attorney General to authorize
long-term care facilities to dispose
of their residents’ controlled sub-
stances in certain instances. The
DEA is drafting regulations to imple-
ment the Act.

For more information call (908)
322-5000.


