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Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PLAY BALL…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Baseball Association holds opening day activities April 13. Unfortunately,
many games had to be cancelled due to Friday’s rain, which left fields too wet to play. Not all were cancelled, including a
game on Booth Field where the opening day was attended by mayors from both Fanwood and Scotch Plains.

Photo courtesy of Gene Janotti
BLOSSOMS ABLOOM...Cherry blossom trees line a walkway on Sunday at
Branch Brook Park in Newark. Branch Brook Park, which runs through
Belleville and Newark, has more than 2,700 Japanese cherry blossom trees that
burst into full bloom each spring during the annual Cherry Blossom Festival.

Police Investigate Bomb
Threat at SP-F High School

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Tues-
day, April 16, at 10:45 a.m., Scotch
Plains police were notified by a
staff member at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School that a hand-
written note containing a bomb
threat had been found in a common
area of the high school. According
to police, the note stated the bomb
was to go off approximately one
hour after the note was found.

“Police arrived and along with
staff [from the high school] and the
superintendent’s office, started to
evacuate,” Police Captain Brian
Donnelly told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “At no time were
students ever in danger.”

The Scotch Plains Police Depart-

ment K-9 Unit and Bomb Squad
were at the scene, as well as the
Union County Sheriff’s Office and
the New Jersey State Police.

“A systematic walk-through was
done and the school was cleared,”
Capt. Donnelly said.

According to Sally Rowland, ex-
ecutive assistant to Superintendent
Margaret Hayes, parents were
alerted via Honeywell Alert. “All
students and staff safely returned to
the building. The high school will
have a normal dismissal. Our thanks
to all emergency responders, our
staff and students,” Ms. Rowland
said.

Students and faculty were allowed
back in the school at 1:05 p.m.

The investigation into the inci-
dent is ongoing, Capt. Donnelly said.

Judge Rules Blogger Renna
Is Protected by Shield Law

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – A state Superior
Court judge has ruled that a Cranford
resident who runs a blog on Union
County government is protected by
the state’s journalist shield law and
thus cannot be required to comply
with a subpoena by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office (UCPO) regard-
ing the alleged misuse of county-
owned generators by county employ-
ees during Hurricane Sandy.

Judge Karen Cassidy, who serves
as assignment judge for the Union
County bench, made her ruling fol-
lowing a plenary hearing conducted
on February 28 and March 1.

Ms. Renna, who runs the County
Watchers blog, part of the Union
County Watchdog Association

(UCWA) website, alleged in her re-
ports following Hurricane Sandy that
16 county employees had taken
county-owned generators home for
their personal use.

The UCPO subsequently sent two
letters to Ms. Renna asking her to
meet with the UCPO’s Special Pros-
ecution Unit to discuss her findings.
When she did not respond, she was
issued a subpoena requiring her to

testify before a grand jury. In re-
sponse, Ms. Renna filed a motion
with the court to quash the subpoena
to protect the identities of her sources
under the Shield law that protects
journalists “from revealing informa-
tion or sources obtained during pro-
fessional news gathering.”

According to a summary of the case
included in Judge Cassidy’s ruling, Ms.
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Courtesy of Tom Kranz
CHRISTMAS IN APRIL...At Tuesday night’s Fanwood Borough Council meet-
ing, Lions Club President David Trumpp, center, presents Fire Chief John
Piccola a check for $3,000, half the proceeds from the Christmas tree sale at
LaGrande Park, as Mayor Colleen Mahr looks on.

SP Council Says Additional
Library Funding Is Available
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After more
than 20 residents spoke out on Monday
night against what they saw as poten-
tially damaging cuts to the township
library’s budget this year, the township
council suddenly announced that much
of the shortfall was available due to it
not being expended last year.

According to the 2013 municipal
budget that was introduced on April 2,
the proposed expenditure for the li-
brary is $1,284,694. Last year,
$1,393,814 was appropriated for the
library in the 2012 budget, but only
$1,315,148 was expended. There has
been some dispute about who was re-
sponsible for the proposed lower level

– the local government or authorities in
Trenton who issue mandates for mini-
mum spending on town libraries.

At the council’s regular meeting on
Monday, 21 residents from among the
several dozen library supporters and
employees who crowded the council
chamber spoke in opposition to any
budget cuts and in support of the Bartle
Avenue library and its services. One
resident called it “one thing that’s so
shining in the township” while another
called the library an “asset to the town.”
Board of Trustees member Joseph Duff
told the council that during the past
month, some 15,000 items were in
circulation while 13,000 people visited
the library. Any cuts, he said, are “go-
ing to affect a tremendous amount of

people.”
Two weeks ago, during the budget’s

introduction, Mayor Kevin Glover said
state library officials had mandated a
cut in the library budget. On Monday,
however, Councilman William Vastine
read from a letter from state library
officials stating that municipalities are
allowed to provide additional library
funding beyond the minimum level
mandated by the state. A majority of
municipalities, Mr. Vastine said, do fund
their libraries above the minimum level.

In Scotch Plains’ case, the state had
reduced the minimum level for local
library appropriations this year but had
not ordered a cut in total appropria-
tions. Mr. Vastine then asked for library
funding to be restored to a “responsible
level” this year, a motion the mayor
called a “totally inappropriate request.”

Instead, other council members
weighed in, with Deputy Mayor Col-
leen Gialanella beginning her remarks
with the “good news” that about
$67,000 in additional library funding
was available due to it not being spent
in 2012. She said Chief Financial Of-
ficer Lori Majeski had certified that the
funds were available and had informed
Library Director Meg Kolaya about the
additional monies. Mrs. Gialanella
praised the library, saying that, “If I
thought a cut would reduce services
that now exist, I’d object.”

Councilman Michael Marcus, who
had expressed concerns about the
library’s funding at the April 2 budget
introduction, said he did not want any
cuts “adversely impacting the library.”
Before the public hearing and vote on
the municipal budget on Tuesday, May
21, Mr. Marcus said the council needs
to “take a very, very hard look” at the
library budget.

Mayor Glover, saying that no one on
the governing body is opposed to “hav-
ing a properly funded library,” none-
theless pointed out that in past years,
the library has been “over funded,”
which has resulted in unspent money
being able to be used the following
year. “I’m a huge supporter of the
library,” the mayor said, “but I also
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Freeholder Chair, Attorney
Defend UCIA Executive
Director After Criticisms

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday defended the chairwoman
of the county’s improvement author-
ity after the head of the state’s Local
Finance Board was critical of the sal-
ary and benefits she receives.

Charlotte DeFilippo, who also
serves as chairwoman of the Union
County Democratic Committee, is
paid $160,000 annually and receives
35 vacation days to supervise two
people.

Tom Neff, chairman of the Local
Finance Board, at a board meeting last
week called her salary and benefits
“unconscionable” and “disgusting.”

“I’m not sure who supervisers her.
Apparently, nobody,” The Star-Led-
ger quoted Mr. Neff as saying. The
Union County Improvement Author-
ity (UCIA) had come before the Local
Finance Board seeking approval for
$20 million in bonds for a new build-
ing to be constructed on Union County
College’s Cranford campus.

“I won’t support anything that
comes from the Union County Im-
provement Authority going forward
until that situation is taken care of,”
Mr. Neff said, according to The
Ledger’s report.

At last Thursday’s freeholder meet-
ing, Jonathan Williams, UCIA coun-
sel, who attended the Finance Board
meeting, said Ms. DeFilippo earns the
salary she receives as she does the
bulk of the work.

Mr. Williams said Mr. Neff’s com-

ments were in response to a question-
naire sent by the Local Finance Board
to all applicants on the board’s April
10 meeting agenda.

“He was troubled by some of the
responses for the Union County Im-
provement Authority,” Mr. Williams
said, noting the Local Finance Board
was “trying to get at” wasteful spend-
ing by independent authorities.

Mr. Williams said Mr. Neff’s com-
ments were in response to a question-
naire sent to the UCIA and other au-
thorities by the Local Finance Board.

“He was troubled by some of the
responses for the Union County Im-
provement Authority,” Mr. Williams
said, noting the Local Finance Board
was “trying to get at” wasteful spend-
ing by independent authorities.

Mr. Williams said Mr. Neff implied
that by supervising “only” two em-
ployees, Ms. DeFilippo’s salary was
too high.

“The salary is what it is because she
works and does all the work. She
reports to a board of commissioners.
She meets with the board of commis-
sioners monthly. She keeps daily time
records. She is allowed to work from
her home because of the nature of her
handicap and because her job at the
improvement authority involves meet-
ings during the day and at night, all of
which was approved by her board and
is provided for by contract because
of the nature of her disability,” Mr.
Williams stated.

Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son interrupted Mr. Williams, ques-
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Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JOINING FORCES…Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin Glover and Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr join the newly combined Scotch Plains-Fanwood Baseball Associa-
tion for opening day at Booth Field in Scotch Plains on April 13.

Fanwood Council Introduces
2013 Municipal Budget

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – At Tuesday night’s
regular meeting, the Fanwood Bor-
ough Council introduced the borough’s
2013 budget, reviewed current build-
ing and repair initiatives and issued
several proclamations and awards.

Fanwood Treasurer Patricia Celardo
gave a brief summary of this year’s
proposed budget. Ms. Celardo empha-
sized that a relatively small portion of
the borough’s property-tax bill, roughly
20 percent, falls within the borough’s
control. The lion’s share, about 60 per-
cent, is determined by the school board;
the county determines the remaining
20 percent.

The proposed 12.704-percent mu-
nicipal tax rate represents a 2.74-per-
cent increase from last year, Ms. Celardo
explained. She said the average house-
hold would pay approximately $63
more in municipal taxes in 2013 than in
2012.

According to Mayor Colleen Mahr,

the school board has released a budget
that includes an increase of approxi-
mately $136 per household. She esti-
mated that county taxes would increase
about $128.

“It goes without saying that we know
that any increase is difficult to swallow
for households today,” the mayor said.
She said tax appeals have risen sharply
this year and pointed to foreclosures
and increased use of the borough’s
food pantry as signs that many resi-
dents are struggling.

Commenting on the municipal por-
tion of the budget, the mayor observed,
“Our appropriations, year after year,
have been relatively flat…the stuff that
is outside our control…tends to be the
biggest cost driver.”

The council will set a date for a
public hearing of the municipal budget
and provide opportunities for input from
residents prior to its adoption. The coun-
cil plans to send out a citizens’ report to
residents, detailing the municipal
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