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CRANFORD – Around 3:30 a.m.
every morning, two huge water
pumps are turned on at
Nomahegan Lake. In three hours,
the pumps will drain the north-
ern half of the lake so that work
crews can start their day, bring-
ing in the heavy equipment
needed to remove what they jok-
ingly refer to as “the soup,” the
watery mix of organic sediment
that has built up over the years
on the lake bottom.

When they are done with the
northern half of the lake in an-
other week or so, work crews will
shift to the southern end, hoping
to have that cleared by the end of
April. In May, there will be new
plantings and shoreline restora-
tion work.

Last fall, the Union County
Board of Freeholders approved a
$1,495,358 contract to Let It
Grow Inc. of River Edge for the
project in Nomahegan, one of
the most popular parks in the
Union County Park System.

The restoration of the 7.5-
acre lake follows the rehabilita-
tion of Upper Echo Lake in Echo
Lake Park and is part of a four-
lake restoration plan that in-
cludes Rahway River Park in
Rahway, Briant Park in Summit
and Meisel Avenue Park in
Springfield.

“These man-made lakes are
among the most attractive and
popular features in our parks,
and as with any built environ-
ment they need periodic restora-
tion to ensure a long and healthy
lifespan,” Freeholder Chair-
woman Linda Carter said. “Our
goal is to preserve them for the
enjoyment of Union County resi-
dents for many years to come.”

Extensive plantings planned for
along the Nomahegan Lake
shoreline are designed to reduce
silt infiltration into the lake and

to make it more difficult for
Canada Geese to have easy ac-
cess to the water, which then
discourages flocks from remain-
ing in the park.

Two new aerators will be in-
stalled in the lake, along with
several areas lined with glaci-
ated boulders to enable access
to the water for fishing.

When the lake was drained in

Spook Handy

Cranford’s Nomahegan Lake
Renovation Project Progressing

mid-March, the resident fish were
collected and relocated to Echo
Lake Park. And it was quite a
catch, with more than 85 large-
mouth bass, 1,300 sunfish, 320
crappies, and a number of other
species all safely transported to
their new home.

Several invasive species, in-
cluding carp, were found. How-
ever, state environmental regu-
lations prohibit those fish from
being relocated.

In addition to the lake restora-
tion and new paths, new drain-
age piping will be installed in the
baseball field area to the east of
the lake. Nearly 1,700 feet of
perforated pipe will help drain
the field area more quickly after
rainstorms.

In addition, the sections of field
affected by the project are ex-
pected to be reseeded by mid-
April and should be playable by
mid-May, according to the con-
tractors,

An estimated 46,400 cubic
yards of soil was excavated in
1930 to create the lake, which
holds an estimated 9.8 million
gallons of water. The lake is fed
by a tributary of the Rahway
River.

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Public Library will present folk
singer/songwriter Spook Handy
on Wednesday, April 17, at 7
p.m. Mr. Handy was taught
many of the songs in this pro-
gram and the stories behind
them by his mentor, Pete
Seeger.

Mr. Handy has four full-length
CDs to his credit, with a fifth on
its way. He has written for film
and theater, and his songs have
charted as high as 10 on the
folk radio charts. He has toured
throughout the country, play-
ing more than 3,000 concerts,
and has performed dozens of
times with Pete Seeger. Mr.
Handy also has shared the stage
with Donovan and Peter Yar-
row of Peter, Paul and Mary.

Mr. Handy’s songs tell the
story of contemporary America
through people he has met,
places he has been and pre-
dicaments he has found him-
self in.

This program will be free, but

registration is required. The
Garwood Public Library is lo-
cated at the corner of Walnut
Street and Third Avenue be-
hind the Lincoln School com-
plex. Registration may be done
by calling (908) 789-1670, in
person at the library, or at the
library’s interactive calendar
page found at
youseemore.com/garwood.

Singer/Songwriter Spook Handy Is
Due at Garwood Public Library

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Historical Society will present
“From 19th Century Farm to
Victorian Cottage Garden” on
Sunday, April 21, from 2:15 to
4 p.m. at the Crane-Phillips
House Museum, located at 124
North Union Avenue, Cranford.

Through her PowerPoint
presentation, Trustee Christine
Glazer wi l l  explore how
gardens evolved over the
years. Visitors will learn how
gardens served more of a
purpose than just beauty and
aesthetics. After the program,

there will be a tour of the
Crane-Phillips House gardens
to see them in bloom.

Reservations are required.
Interested persons are asked
to call (908) 276-0082 or e-
mail the historical society at
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Admission will be free.

The Society has been dedicated
to the perpetuation of Cranford’s
history by continuing to collect
and document the township’s
past into the 21st century. Fur-
ther information is available at
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Cranford Museum to Showcase
Evolution Victorian of Gardens

Temple Sisterhood
Sets Rummage Sale
CRANFORD – The Sisterhood of

Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim
will hold its Spring Rummage
Sale on Sunday, April 21, be-
tween 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. It will
take place at the temple, located
at 338 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford.

Jessica Hoff, chairperson for
the event, has announced that
there will be available for sale
men’s, women’s and children’s
clothing, as well as household
items, bric-a-brac, toys and mis-
cellaneous merchandise. For
more information, call the temple
at (908) 276-9231 during office
hours.

Garwood Knights Post
Spaghetti Dinner Date
GARWOOD – The Garwood

Knights of Columbus will have a
Spaghetti Dinner at their council
hall on Friday, May 3, from 6 to 8
p.m. The dinner will include meat-
balls, salad, dessert and coffee.
A cash bar also will be available.

The dinner will be a fundraiser
for the Msgr. John M. Walsh Coun-
cil No. 5437, Garwood Knights of
Columbus’ 50th Anniversary cel-
ebration, to be held at the coun-
cil hall on

Cranford High School
Sports Programs
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