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CRANFORD — The township
committee will hold a public hear-
ing a then vote on the 2013
municipal budget at its Tuesday,
April 23 meeting, which calls for
expenditures of $34.2 million and
a 1.69 percent increase in the
municipal portion of property
taxes, or about $39 per house-
hold.

 One proposed budget item yet
to be finalized is the creation of a
new position — facilities man-
ager — that would be respon-
sible, according to Mayor Tho-
mas Hannen, for managing the
various municipal properties and
overseeing maintenance, heat-
ing and cooling costs and elec-
tricity expenses.

At Tuesday night’s business
meeting, township resident Rita
LaBrutto questioned the need for
such an expense, saying the po-
sition would pay $70,000 in sal-
ary along with benefits and also
require a budget as well. Mayor
Hannen said the recommenda-
tion for the new position was
given to the committee during its
budget meetings over the past
few months and told Mrs.
LaBrutto that the committee was
“still in the process” of deciding
whether to move forward with
the recommendation. He said the
deciding factor will be whether a
facilities manager will be able to
save costs at a high enough level
to justify the expense of creating
the new position.

In other business, the Mayor
told resident Barbara Kraus that
the municipal government was
in contact with Cranford High
School about some parking is-
sues on residential streets. Mrs.
Kraus told the committee that
student drivers are parking on
an increased number of streets

near the high school, with many
of those drivers “unaware,” she
said, of various parking restric-
tions on those streets.

Mrs. Kraus said the narrow
streets make it increasingly diffi-
cult for residents to leave their
own driveways in the morning.
Mayor Hannen said he had con-
tacted the high school principal,
who assured the Mayor that the
concerns would be looked into.

The township committee intro-
duced a $4.2-million bond ordi-
nance that Commissioner Andis
Kalnins said would refinance
bonds issued 11 years ago at
interest rates in the 3 percent to
4 percent range. He said the
savings would amount to about
$39,000 per year in interest
costs. The public hearing will be
held on April 23.

Another ordinance that was in-
troduced would give preferential
parking treatment to members
of the Cranford Rescue Squad in
front of their Centennial Avenue
headquarters. Commissioner
Kevin Campbell said only about
three parking spaces would be
affected. The public hearing will
be held on Tuesday, May 7.

Lieutenant James Wozniak, a
23-year veteran of the police
department, was promoted to
the rank of captain in a ceremony
attended by Police Chief Eric
Mason and several dozen friends
and family members, who
greeted Captain Wozniak’s
swearing-in with sustained ap-
plause and a standing ovation.

The committee gave its sup-
port to legislation in the State
Legislature that, according to
Commissioner Kalnins, would
“share the burden” of paying off
tax appeals to homeowners. Cur-
rently, he noted, municipal gov-
ernments collect all property
taxes and then disburse the req-

uisite amounts to the local board
of education and to the county
government.

 In Cranford, those two outside
entities account for about 75
percent of the property tax bill.
But property tax appeals that are
successful are paid out by the
municipality alone. Legislation
pending in Trenton would re-
quire the board of education and
the county government to pay
their relevant share of tax ap-
peals.

At the beginning of the meet-
ing, Daniel Curley was recog-
nized by the committee for
achieving the rank of Eagle Scout
in the Boy Scouts of America.
Mayor Hannen issued a procla-
mation pledging support for vari-
ous “green” initiatives during the
Monday, April 22 Earth Day cel-
ebration. Deputy Mayor O’Malley
said the annual Rahway River
cleanup will take place on Satur-
day, April 27, from 9 a.m. to
noon, followed by an afternoon
of “green” activities at Hanson
Park.

Mr. O’Malley also presented cer-
tificates to three local busi-
nesses—Periwinkle’s Fine Gifts,
Atlantic Beach Soap Co. and JC
and Crew Haircutters — for con-
ducting their operations in envi-
ronmentally-friendly ways.

“This compliance, if approved
by the court, will lead to an order
of repose, which will protect the
township’s affordable housing ob-
ligation for the next 10 years,”
Mr. Morin said.

The township is expected to pro-
ceed with an appeal in regard to
the development of the Birchwood
Avenue project, which is sched-

uled to have 54 affordable units.
The motion adopted last week will
also include the Lehigh Acquisi-
tions property, which is set to
build 163 apartments at 555 South
Avenue. Mr. Morin will represent
Cranford at the compliance hear-
ing before Judge Chrystal in Supe-
rior Court in Elizabeth on Monday,
April 22.
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Garwood Library to Present
80th Birthday Celebration

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library will celebrate 80 years
of service to the borough, pro-
viding light refreshments, cof-
fee/tea and a birthday cake, on
Saturday, April 20, from 10 a.m.
to noon. The public is welcome to
attend.

Starting as a project of the
Garwood Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciation in 1933, and housed in a
small room in the basement of
Lincoln School, the library was
turned over to borough control in
1939. As the municipal library, it
has been offering books and other
materials to residents and stu-
dents ever since.

When the library first began, it
had one visitor table and held

merely 4,000 books and a few
record albums. In the late 1970s,
the library was moved to the
basement of Franklin School at
the corner of Walnut Street and
Third Avenue, to a double-sized
basement classroom, where it
grew to about 25,000 items in-
cluding magazines, a small ref-
erence section, a children’s area
and one computer for public use.

When the new Lincoln School
complex was completed in 2006,
the Garwood Public Library was
part of the construction, and now
the library is located in a sepa-
rate, yet attached, building at
the same corner of Walnut Street
and Third Avenue. The new li-
brary facility is nearly twice the
size of the Franklin School loca-
tion, allowing for comfortable
seating for 30 visitors, separa-
tion of collections, and room for
growth. Currently, the library is
home to about 32,000 items –
meeting the needs of the com-
munity as well as supporting the
curriculum of the school. In addi-
tion to print material, the library
owns nearly 1,000 DVDs (new
releases as well as classics), 700
audiobooks and will soon be add-
ing an e-book subscription to its
offerings. It also has an exten-
sive collection of large-print ma-
terials and provides 35 different
periodicals that may be bor-
rowed.

Library cards are free to
Garwood residents, who may take
advantage of reciprocal borrow-
ing privileges at other libraries in
Union County. The staff has been
with the library for quite some
time. Carol Lombardo has been
with the library since 1989 and
director since 1998. Library as-
sistants Shenaz Nasser, Linda
Fiore and Maryanne Duffy have
been with the library 23, 20 and
eight years, respectively. The
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