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Garwood Council Adopts $7.4-Million Budget
By MEGAN K. SCOTT

Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Council members
adopted a $7.4-million budget
Tuesday, nearly $275,000 higher
than the current year. Borough
residents will see their taxes in-
crease 3.31 percent, or $95 per
$100,000 of assessed property
value.

The council approved the
spending plan 4-1, with all four
Democrats voting yes, Republi-
can Jim Mathieu voting no, and
his fellow party member Steven
Blaufeder abstaining. Mr.
Blaufeder was appointed to coun-
cil on March 12 to complete the
term of Victor DeFilippo.

Council President and Finance
Committee Chairwoman Sara
Todisco had said the increase
was necessary because of new
expenses such as the Athletic
Field Complex, the borough
newsletter and upgrades to the
municipality’s website.

The borough council also is fac-
ing increases of $62,000 for
health care; $60,000 to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity; $76,000 in police salaries
and $21,000 in police pensions.

Mr. Mathieu repeated his criti-
cism of the finance committee
for not cutting spending to re-
duce the tax burden on resi-
dents. He chastised Ms. Todisco
for not holding another meeting
since the budget was introduced
to explore areas where things
could be cut.

He said he is concerned about
the “outstanding debt to come,”
including the Athletic Field Com-
plex and accrued sick and vaca-
tion time for employees, which
he said amounts to $191,000.

“We are accruing debt like it’s
going out of style,” he said. “This
is something that is going to
crowd out other obligations that
we have, other needs that we
have, a new fire truck, any type
of new equipment.

“And the disturbing thing that I
have heard from other members
on this council is, ‘Well, we’re
going to borrow for all that stuff,
too.’ My question is, ‘Where does
it end?’”

Mr. Mathieu said the council
was risk averse about angering
the public regarding spending
cuts. “If everything is a priority,
then nothing is a priority,” he
said.

Ms. Todisco countered by de-
fending Garwood’s level of mu-
nicipal services and by saying
she had continued to engage in
discussions with committee
members and professionals since
the budget was introduced to
find ways to trim further.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi, who
served as an interim member of
the finance committee, also sup-
ported the budget. “There are
certain areas I can’t see taking
more money away because it
would cause irreparable harm in
how the department functions,”
she said.

While unhappy with the tax hike,
she said eliminating the Athletic
Field Complex would add to the
tax burden because of the debt
that has already been incurred
for the project. She believes it
will add to real estate values in
the borough.

Mr. Blaufeder took no position,
saying he joined the council too
late to get up to speed ad-
equately.

“All of this was introduced, and
it was gone over before I was on
council,” he said. “And so I felt
the obligation to abstain on that
vote just because I didn’t have
the background. I didn’t have
the time.”

Mr. Mathieu won a small partial
victory when he asked the coun-
cil to vote down an ordinance to
create an $85,000 “bank cap” –
essentially a credit account that
would allow the borough to spend
additional money not provided
for in the budget.

Mr. Blaufeder and Democrat
Bill Nierstedt voted with Mr.
Mathieu to reject the ordinance,
while Ms. Todisco, Ann Palmer
and Louis Petruzzelli voted for it.
The 3-3 tie left Mayor Quattrocchi
to cast the tie-breaking vote,
siding with her fellow Republi-
cans for a second straight year.

In other meeting news, the
council approved the hiring of
two police officers, one with ex-
perience from the Hudson County
Sheriff’s Department and the
other with experience in the Union
County Sheriff’s Department, and
a worker for the department of
public works.

The council learned that four
properties are encroaching on
the Athletic Field Complex. One
has a fence 15 to 20 feet past its
property line and two sheds. An-
other has paved nine feet onto
the complex. A third had a drive-
way encroaching onto the prop-
erty. While it has been removed,
the property still has a stockade
fence that is in violation. The
fourth has an old picket fence –
disintegrated in some places –
that juts onto the complex, as
well as the driveway. A patio with
a roof also appears to invade the
borough’s property.

Municipal Clerk Christina
Ariemma said the homeowners
were notified about a month ago.
She said since then, three of the
property owners have either writ-
ten her a letter or provided her
with surveys. “They all are pretty
argumentative in their case,” she
said.

The council resolved to inform
property owners that they must
correct the encroachments.

Maple Street will have to wait
for an upgrade. Garwood received
more than 10 bids for road
projects on Maple Street between
Spruce and Myrtle Avenues, on
Willow Avenue between Maple
and West Streets and on Hickory
Avenue between Lexington Av-
enue and East Street.
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CRANFORD – Last Wednesday
evening the township planning
board amended its Master Plan
to comply with a December 9,
2011 court order issued by state
Superior Court Judge Lisa
Chrystal. The move will bring
Cranford into compliance with
the New Jersey Fair Share Plan
with a housing element.

Philip Morin, former township
attorney, explained to the board
that the move will allow the town-
ship to appeal the decision made
by Judge Chrystal to allow
Cranford Development Associ-
ates (CDA) to build 360 apart-
ments at 215/235 Birchwood
Avenue. The decision was ren-
dered in favor of the CDA when it
sued the township using a
builder’s remedy lawsuit.

At the time, the state’s Council
on Affordable Housing (COAH)
deemed Cranford non-compliant
with the Mount Laurel Agree-
ment guidelines for affordable
housing, thus leaving the town-
ship vulnerable to the suit. Mem-
bers of the township committee
and other residents say they are
against the Birchwood project
because the development would
be in a flood zone and would
further endanger and possibly
contaminate the homes of neigh-
borhood residents. Cranford and
that neighborhood, in particular,
had sustained massive flooding
during Hurricane Irene in 2011.

“The amendment includes 55
units of rehabilitated housing,
and will establish a source of
funding, with a development fee
plan, to generate money and
bonding for $550,000,” Planning
Board Attorney Allan Barkin said.
The action will give Cranford sub-
stantial credits toward meeting
the third round of mandated re-

quirements and establish a fee
ordinance. The township com-
mittee must now pass a resolu-
tion of intent to bond for these
issues.

“If you have a housing ele-
ment, you have to have a mecha-
nism to fund it,” Mr. Morin said.

He suggested the township set
up an affordable housing trust
fund because, he said, there is a
statutory obligation to collect
those funds. After the planning
board agreed to amend the mas-
ter plan in May of 2012, the
special master, Elizabeth
McKenzie, issued a report re-
questing a more detailed report,
with a resolution to allow the
Birchwood project to be built.

Professional planners Sanyogita
Chivan and Jeffrey Janota of the
Birdsall Services Group presented
an analysis of the plan to the
board, along with the COAH re-
quirements, and the possibility
of reallocation of units to meet
second- and third-round COAH
requirements. The meeting lasted
three hours and the board mem-
bers had a lot of questions about
Cranford’s obligation.

“This is an ongoing document.
There is nothing we can say that
is going to change that. There is
a reason to do this. There is a
reluctance to do this, but in the
end, we have to do this,” Mr.
Barkin said.

The measure was passed by
the planning board, under pro-
test, with a request for minor
revisions, such as that 24 afford-
able units be applied to the Lehigh
Acquisitions property at 555
South Avenue, a revision that
Mayor Thomas Hannen asked for,
and a question regarding the suit-
ability, because of possible con-
tamination of the Birchwood
property.

Cranford Amends Master
Plan to Comply With Court
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