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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SOON A SCARLET KNIGHT AND AN ORANGEMAN…Cougar seniors Bryanna Grant and Regine Hunter will
continue their track careers competing for Rutgers University and Syracuse University, respectively, next year. Pictured,
left to right, are: Brandyn and Elaine Grant, Bryanna, Regine and her parents Cassandra and Johnnie.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opening day at Memorial Field
in Cranford in a non-scorekeeping
meet against the Hillside Comets
on April 3 gave the Cranford High
School girls and boys track &
field teams and coaches some
insight in which events might be
best suited for their new person-
nel.

The majority of the Cougar vet-
eran runners, throwers and jump-
ers competed in just a few events,
while the primary concentration
appeared to be focused on the
freshmen and sophomore com-
petitors.

“It’s only early April, which

means I don’t know where the
new faces fit in yet to our varsity
line ups. I do however, love see-
ing all of the new people out and
working hard and competing for
spots. Our coaching staff makes
it very clear that your perfor-
mances speak for themselves.
The best times/jumps/marks will
compete for us at the varsity
level and our goal is to win cham-
pionships,” Cougar girls Head
Coach Peter Kane said.

Placements were not necessar-
ily the focus but early-season
times were. Junior Ashley
McGuire did cross first in the 100
meters with a time of 12.87,
while junior Jenna Ellenbacher

finished in 12.97. McGuire also
crossed the line in the 200 meters
at 27.6, followed by Ellenbacher
at 28.07. Senior Bryanna Grant
finished the 100-hurdles in 16.07,
while McGuire and junior Kate
Dezer crossed in 19.37.

Junior Laura Van Horn ran the
400-hurdles in 1:13.57 and
Ellenbacher finished in 1:15.29.
Running for warm-up, senior
Katia Oltmann and Amanda Bush
finished the 3,200 meters side-
by-side at 14:11. Sophomore
Keara Reilly and freshman Katie
Dreniak completed the 1,600 in
6:09 and 6:30, respectively. Kelly
Schoustra finished the 800 in
2:58, while Claire Dreniak and

Cougar Tracksters Tune Up in Meet with Hillside Comets
Lyndsay Pace both crossed in
3:08.

Junior Alex Krowicki tossed the
javelin a distance of 103-0.5 and
the shot put 26.775. Lauren
Klecker tossed the discus 65-10.
Senior Regine Hunter had a leap
of 16-4 and McGuire went 15-1
in the long jump. Grant had a
distance of 34-0 in the triple
jump.

“The girls are working hard and
we are looking to put together
the best lineups that help
Cranford win. April is a continual
work in progress, so that we can
peak at the right times later in
the season when it comes to the
county and state meets,” Coach
Kane said.

For the boys, Connor McMahon,
Brendan Donavan, Tom Philip
and Jim Sweeney completed the
3,200 in 11:54. Brendan
McSharry recorded a time of 5:28
in the 1,600 and Zach Fitzgerald
crossed in 5:34, while Austin
Brogan and Sam Peebles both
crossed in 5:36.

Senior Jake Waleski finished

the 800 in 2:16, while Matt
Mustillo and Vinnie Papandrea
both finished in 2:19. Senior
Reggie Green completed the 100
in 11.3, followed by Waleski at
11:34 and Pat Lynch at 11:35.
Green crossed at 23.79 and
Donavan Walker at 25.93 in the
200.

McMahon had a time of 59.37 in
the 400 and William Lenox
crossed in 59.68. In the 110-
hurdles, Walker crossed in 17.86
and Tim Colter in 17.88. In the
400-hurdles, James Budries fin-
ished in 1:05.06 and Luke
Eltringham finished in 1:05.99.

Sebastian Rebelo cleared 8-0
in the pole vault. Senior Rob
Kessler tossed the javelin 147-
0.5 and the discus 122-6, fol-
lowed by Rob O’Shaughnessy at
111-11.5. O’Shaughnessy
shoved the shot put a distance of
41-4. Walker and Green both
had leaps of 17-2.5 in the long
jump. Green went 37-4.75 in the
triple jump.
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CLOSE FINISH FOR SECOND…Cougars Reggie Green, left, and Jake Waleski,
right, cross the finish line nearly at the same time in the 100-meter dash.
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