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GOP Seeks to Recapture
Assembly Majority

Lawmaker Seeks to Stop Minors
From Buying Adult Video Games

A Monmouth County assembly-
man has introduced legislation to pre-
vent minors from purchasing “ma-
ture” or “adults only” rated video
games. The Entertainment Software
Rating Board (ESRB), a non-profit,
self-regulatory body, independently
assigns ratings to video games.

The first measure would prohibit
the sale of any video game with a
rating of “mature” or “adults only” to
a person under the age of 18. A viola-
tion would carry a fine of up to $10,000
for a first offense and up to $20,000
for each subsequent offense. In addi-
tion, the Attorney General would be
permitted to issue “cease and desist”
orders against the retailer and award
punitive damages to the minor.

Under the second bill, minors
would be permitted to purchase video
games containing mature and adult
content only if their parent or guard-
ian is present during the purchase
and gives their consent verbally or in
writing at the time of the sale. Penal-
ties for any violations are the same as
with the first bill.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Gusciora Calls on Stricter
Codes on Conduct of Coaches
Assemblyman Reed Gusciora (D-

15, Trenton) on Monday called on
both the National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association (NCAA) and New
Jersey’s high school athletic asso-
ciation to adopt stricter codes of
conduct governing athletic coaches
in the wake of Mike Rice’s actions
as Rutgers University head basket-
ball coach.

Asm. Gusciora has sent letters to
both the president of the NCAA and
the president of the New Jersey State
Interscholastic Athletic Association
(NJSIAA) asking the organizations
to adopt a strict code of compliance
in order to eliminate abusive coach-
ing behaviors and nurture the devel-
opment of student athletes.
Candidates File for State Leg.;

Robert Luban to Face Sen. Vitale
Some 267 candidates filed by the

120 seats in the two houses of the
State Legislature by the Monday,
April 2 deadline. Candidates also filed
for Governor as well as for seats on
local municipal governing bodies.

In Union County, two members of
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority are seeking elective office.
Robert Luban of the Colonia section
of Woodbridge is the Republican
candidate for state Senate against
Democratic incumbent Sen. Joseph
Vitale of Woodbridge in the 19th
Legislative District. Mr. Luban has
been Woodbridge’s RVSA represen-
tative since 1996. Rene Dierkes,
Mountainside’s RVSA representa-
tive, is running for Mountainside
Borough Council.

Also, former Union County Free-
holder Nancy Ward has filed to chal-
lenge Senator Nicholas Scutari in
District 22 in the June Democratoc
Primary. She listed a P.O. Box in
Westfield, which is not in District
22. Ms. Ward previously lived in
Linden, which is in the district. A
spokesperson for the Division of
Elections told us that candidates can
include a P.O. Box as an alternative
address. Ms. Ward also listed an
Academy Street in Linden on her
nominating petition. According the
nominating petition instructions for
State Senate, a candidate has to have
resided in New Jersey four years and
be a resident of the district they are

seeking office for one year as of the
date of the General Election whivh
is Tuesday, November 5. According
to the Union County Board of Elec-
tions, she changed her voter regis-
tration from Westfield to Linden last
fall.

East Brunswick Mayor David
Stahl has changed his party affilia-
tion from Democrat to Republican
and has filed for the Senate seat in
District 18 against incumbent Demo-
cratic Assemblyman Peter Barnes.
The seat is being vacated by Demo-
cratic Gubernatorial candidate Bar-
bara Buono.

Peter Inverso, a Republican who
served 16 years in the State Senate,
is challenging Democratic Senator
Linda Greenstein in the 14th Legis-
lative District. His former chief of
staff, Steve Cook, has filed for state
Assembly in the district.

Senator Joseph Kyrillos, last year’s
GOP candidate for U.S. Senate, and
his District 13 Assembly members
Amy Handlin and Declan O’Scanlan,
Jr. are being challenged in the June
Primary by a slate of candidates,
Edna Walsh and Stephen Boracchia,
backed by the Bayshore Tea Party
Group.
BH Voters to Decide If Acquatic
Ctr. Can Hook Into Sewer System

Berkeley Heights will head to the
polls on Tuesday, May 7 to decide
whether to the township should be
compelled to allow the Berkeley
Aquatic Center of Excellence to
hook into the township’s sewer sys-
tem. The special election was or-
dered by state Superior Coiurt Judge
Karen Cassidy, Union County’s as-
signment judge, after the township
council defeated an ordinance,
which would have amended the
agreement between the Warren
Township Sewerage Authority and
the township to allow the aquatic
center to hookup to the township’s
water treatment center, according
to  The Independent Press.

That amended ordinance would
have allowed the 51,000 square foot
aquatic facility, which would be lo-
cated in Warren Township, to hook
up to the Berkeley Heights waste
water treatment facility, the paper
reported. The facility would be built
at the corner of Emerson Lane,
Hillcrest Road and Route 78.

TRENTON – Flanked by Republi-
can Assembly candidates from across
New Jersey, Assembly Republican
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) said last week that the
only thing standing between voters
and the lower taxes are a few Corzine
Democrats.

He said since Chris Christie was
elected Governor in 2009, New Jer-
sey has seen the smallest annual in-
crease of property taxes in two de-
cades and added 120,600 private-
sector jobs. In 2012, New Jersey had
the best job growth since 2000.

“Working with the Governor, we
have begun to clean up the mess in
Trenton,” Asm. Bramnick said. “Un-
fortunately a few of the Trenton
Democrats who caused the property
tax and jobs crisis in our state stand in
the way of bi-partisan reforms to
make New Jersey a more affordable
place to live.”

Asm. Bramnick said while Demo-
crats were in control from 2000 to
2010, property taxes increased by
over 70 percent on top of 115 new or
increased taxes and fees the Demo-
crats passed in the Legislature. Dur-
ing that same time, he said, Trenton
Democrats caused a decade of lost
jobs for the first time in state history,
costing New Jersey 156,000 private-
sector jobs.

“We finally have New Jersey mov-
ing in the right direction, but the
same Trenton Democrats who voted
countless time to raise taxes in New
Jersey are holding middle-class tax
relief hostage. We need a team in the
Assembly dedicated to working with
Governor Christie to finish the job,”
Asm. Bramnick added.

Asm. Bramnick said he feels the
diverse and what he deemed “highly-
qualified” candidates who have
stepped forward to run for State As-
sembly across New Jersey give voters
a “clear choice in November.”

“The Democrats had 10 years in
control to govern our state, and its
time for a major change in the Legis-
lature,” Asm. Bramnick said. “They
will provide a fresh prospective and
renewed commitment to growing jobs
and cutting taxes. I look forward to
joining them on the campaign trail
and working with them in Trenton.”

Asm. Bramnick was joined at last
week’s press conference by Assembly
Republican challenger candidates
from New Jersey’s 1st, 3rd, 7th, 18th,
22nd and 27th legislative districts.
They are as follows: Sam Fiocchi (LD-
1), a Cumberland County Freeholder;
Kristine Gabor (LD-1), former Upper
Township Committeewoman and a
Cape May County Freeholder and wife
of a retired State Trooper; Larry
Wallace (LD-3), first Republican
elected to the Gloucester County Free-
holder Board in 15 years; Bob
Vanderslice (LD-3), president and
CEO of Pennsville National Bank and
Salem County Freeholder; Jeff Banasz,
Jr. (LD-7), graduate of the United
States Naval Academy and Iraq War
veteran now employed in private sec-
tor in sales and business development.

Other candidates are: Anthony
Ogozalek, Jr. (LD-7), former mayor
of Delran and former detective for the
Delran Police Department now em-
ployed as an attorney; Rob Bengivenga
(LD-18), a South Plainfield borough
councilman first elected in 2005 at the
age of 23, he is in the sales and market-
ing management field; Lisa
Goldhamer (LD-18), has 25 years of
experience in finance; Angelo Tedesco
(LD-27), a East Hanover councilman
and has 24 years experience as a
firefighter, and Laura Ali (LD-27),
local PTA leader, small business owner
and Chatham Township Committee-
woman.

In Union County, John Campbell
(LD-22), born and raised in Plainfield,
became a small business owner at the
age of 20 while paying his way through
school. Since graduating, he has helped
run his family real estate firm in
Plainfield and works to help other
small business owners realize their
goals and create jobs as a consultant
for innovative start-up companies.
John continues to give back to his
community through his work as a
youth mentor at Fountain Baptist
Church in Summit.

Improvement Program
Offered by County

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has
announced that the county’s Home
Improvement Program has up to
$24,999 per household to help low-
and moderate-income homeowners
do necessary repairs and improve-
ments to their homes.

Union County homeowners inter-
ested in the program should call Devel-
opment Directions, LLC at (732) 382-
8100 for more information on the pro-
gram. The program is open to 19 of 21
of Union County’s municipalities, with
the exception of Elizabeth and Union,
which have municipal programs.

Westfield PD to Hold
Bicycle Auction April 20

WESTFIELD – Westfield Police
Chief David Wayman announced
that a bicycle auction will be held
on Saturday, April 20, at the
Westfield Memorial Pool Complex,
North Scotch Plains Avenue,
Westfield. There will be approxi-
mately 30 bicycles up for auction.
These are bicycles that have been in
the possession of the Westfield Po-
lice Department for at least six
months with undeterminable own-
ership. Bicycles will be available
for inspection from 10 to 10:30 a.m.,
with the auction starting promptly
at 10:30 a.m. Successful bidders
must pay cash at the time of sale.
All sales will be final. All items will

be sold in “as is” condition.
Any individual who feels his or

her bicycle may be in the posses-
sion of the Westfield Police Depart-
ment must bring proof of owner-
ship by Thursday, April 18, by 1:30
p.m. to the Westfield Police De-
partment. The sale will be conducted
by Sgt. Jason McErlean of the
Westfield Police Department.

The bicycle auction will be fol-
lowed by a “Bike Rodeo” that will
test bicyclists’ skills and include
safety skills for new bicycle riders.
New bicycle helmets will be given
to any individuals in need of a hel-
met. For more information, contact
Det. Lisa Perrotta at (908) 789-6039.
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GARWOOD COUNCIL...The Garwood Borough Council will look to fill two
seats in the primary election in June. Pictured, seated left to right, are: Council
President Sara Todisco, Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi and Councilwoman Ann
Palmer. Standing, left to right, are: Councilman Lou Petruzzelli, Councilman
Steven Blaufeder, Councilman William Nierstedt and Councilman James Mathieu.

Westfield Native Publishes
Book Of Amusing Essays

WESTFIELD – Marilyn Mumford,
a Westfield native and 1952 graduate
of Westfield High School (WHS),
recently published “Keeping Most of
Our Marbles in Play,” a collection of
21 mostly humorous essays challeng-
ing the false notion that once-active
folks are doomed to “lose their
marbles” as they grow older.

The book is dedicated to the
memory of the author’s parents, Rob-
ert E. and Margaret L. Mumford,
both 1925 graduates of WHS.

Ms. Mumford’s book, which came
out in 2012, is divided into five sec-
tions: “Remembrance of Things Past,”
“Feline Double Features,” “Better
Homes and Pardons,” “Wild Life in
the Suburbs” and “Life Is Sometimes,
Let’s Face It, Bizarre.”

The striking full-color cover art
and interior illustrations of “classic”
marbles are by the Lewisburg, Pa.
artist, Elise Nicol.

Most of Ms. Mumford’s essays
have a humorous theme, but a few are
more serious, and one is a story for
children.

Ms. Mumford stated “Keeping
Most of our Marbles in Play” took
her 18 months from inception to pub-
lication, but acknowledges it might
have taken much longer if she had not
been writing humorous essays “for-
ever.” She has even learned to keep
pen and paper in her car, as ideas for
stories will, inconveniently, some-
times come to her while she is driv-
ing. She is more than halfway toward
her goal of finishing a second book of
humorous essays, which she hopes to
publish within the next year.

Over the past few months, Ms.
Mumford has read selected essays
from the book at Barnes and Noble in
Lewisburg, where she lives; at the
Center for Creative Retirement, in
Charleston, S. C.; and at the Union
County Public Library in Lewisburg.

Although the essays include a wide
variety of topics, many feature ani-
mals, both domestic and wild. Ms.
Mumford says she has always been a
“companion animal” to her dogs and
cats; previously she raised and
showed wheaten terriers. More re-
cently, her pets of choice have been
cats, including Daphne and Demie,
the two “feline clowns with whom I
currently co-habit, in what I used to
call ‘MY home.’”

Ms. Mumford received her Ph.D.
in English from Penn State, after
graduating “cum laude” from Wilson
College and earning her master’s de-
gree at Bucknell University. From
1959-2000, she taught “freshman
comp,” medieval literature and mod-
ern women writers at Bucknell.

Her academic publications include
“That Great Sanity: Critical Essays
on May Sarton” (University of Michi-
gan Press, 1992), which she co-ed-
ited. She has also published short
fiction and poetry in a variety of
“little magazines” and newspapers.

Ms. Mumford’s four siblings, all
graduates of WHS, are retired and
living in different states—Robert
Mumford, Jr. (Maryland), Nancy
Mulvey (Massachusetts), Shirley
Ferguson (New York) and Richard
Mumford (Wisconsin). Whenever the
family gets together, memories spill
out about their childhood and upbring-
ing, their parents and grandparents
and their children and grandchildren.

Ms. Mumford says, without hesita-
tion, “As I look back on my life in
Westfield, I’ll always be grateful for
the excellence of the public school
system and for the fine teachers in that
system. That’s really where I learned
to love literature—and where I began
to write both poetry and fiction.”

Readers who wish to order a copy of
“Keeping Most of Our Marbles in Play”
may send a personal or cashier’s check
for $18 to Marilyn R. Mumford, c/o
Department of English, Bucknell Uni-
versity, Lewisburg, Pa. 17837. For a
signed copy, indicate for whom the book
should be signed. Books will be mailed
within one week of receiving the order.

Marilyn Mumford

Barbara Thomson to
Perform at Organ Recital

MILLBURN - Barbara Thomson
will bring her “vital and compel-
ling artistry” (according to the Star-
Ledger) to the third recital in the
43d season of Beckerath Organ
Recitals at St. Stephen’s Church,
119 Main Street, Millburn, on Sun-
day, April 28, at 4 p.m. Her pro-
gram will feature compositions by
Bach, Buxtehude, and Reger, dis-
playing the incredible clarity and
quality of sound of the organs of
Bach’s time, on which the 1970
tracker organ at St. Stephen’s, de-
signed and built by the noted Ger-
man organ builder Rudolph von
Beckerath, is modeled.

Dr. Thomson has been critically
acclaimed for her technique, musi-
cianship, and ability to communi-
cate. She has concertized across the
United States and Europe, includ-
ing performances at the Cathedral
of Notre Dame in Paris, and in Aus-
tria, Germany, Italy, Holland, and
Yugoslavia. She has played at Lin-
coln Center, Trinity Church Wall
Street, and the Riverside Church in
New York City; the Cathedral Ba-
silica in Newark; the Kennedy Cen-
ter and the National Presbyterian
Center in Washington, D.C.; as well
as many other noted venues. She
has performed with the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra and the
Peabody Symphony, and was a
founder of and performer in the
North Jersey Bach Festival.

In addition to performing, Bar-
bara Thomson is the classical mu-
sic critic for The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, gives pre-concert lectures
for the Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra, and has written program
notes for several orchestras.

She is a past Dean of several
chapters of the American guild of
Organists, and a past president of
the New Jersey Youth Symphony. A
former professor at a number of
universities, Dr. Thomson gradu-
ated Phi Beta Kappa from the Penn-
sylvania State University with a
double major in organ performance

and theory/composition. She has a
Master of Music degree from the
Eastman School of Music in Roch-
ester, New York; a Doctor of Musi-
cal Arts degree from Peabody Con-
servatory in Baltimore; and did fur-
ther study at the Hochschule für
Musik und darstellende Kunst in
Vienna.

Dr. Thomson is Voorhees Chapel
organist at Rutgers University; Or-
ganist and Director of Music at the
First Congregational Church of
Westfield, where she directs four
choirs and runs a concert series;
and Organist at the Monmouth Re-
form Temple in Tinton Falls.

Admission to the recital is by
donation at the door ($10 sug-
gested). Children accompanied by
an adult are invited to come as
guests. A reception for the artist
follows the recital.

For further information call (973)
376-0688, or visit
www.ststephensmillburn.org.

Area Church to Hold
Bumble Bee Bazaar

AREA – The Church of the As-
sumption has announced that its
Bumble Bee Bazaar will once again
take place on Saturday, April 20,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the church’s
lower Chiego Hall, located at 113
Chiego Place in Roselle Park.

Many vendors have signed on for
the event, according to the church,
and will offer a wide variety of
handmade crafts and other items.
For directions to the church or fur-
ther information, contact Diane
Burgos at (201) 522-8022 or via e-
mail at nany122@msn.com.

A fundraiser, the Bumble Bee Ba-
zaar is a biannual event hosted by
the Women of Assumption Minis-
try of the Church of the Assump-
tion. The next one will be held in
conjunction with the Christmas
2013 holiday season.

www.goleader.com

Garwood Library to Present
80th Birthday Celebration

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Public Library will celebrate 80
years of service to the borough,
providing light refreshments, cof-
fee/tea and a birthday cake, on
Saturday, April 20, from 10 a.m. to
noon. The public is welcome to
attend.

Starting as a project of the
Garwood Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion in 1933, and housed in a small
room in the basement of Lincoln
School, the library was turned over
to borough control in 1939. As the
municipal library, it has been of-
fering books and other materials
to residents and students ever since.

When the library first began, it
had one visitor table and held merely
4,000 books and a few record al-
bums. In the late 1970s, the library
was moved to the basement of
Franklin School at the corner of
Walnut Street and Third Avenue, to
a double-sized basement classroom,
where it grew to about 25,000 items
including magazines, a small refer-
ence section, a children’s area and
one computer for public use.

When the new Lincoln School
complex was completed in 2006,
the Garwood Public Library was
part of the construction, and now
the library is located in a separate,
yet attached, building at the same
corner of Walnut Street and Third
Avenue. The new library facility is
nearly twice the size of the Franklin
School location, allowing for com-
fortable seating for 30 visitors, sepa-
ration of collections, and room for
growth. Currently, the library is
home to about 32,000 items – meet-
ing the needs of the community as
well as supporting the curriculum
of the school. In addition to print
material, the library owns nearly
1,000 DVDs (new releases as well
as classics), 700 audiobooks and
will soon be adding an e-book sub-
scription to its offerings. It also has
an extensive collection of large-
print materials and provides 35 dif-
ferent periodicals that may be bor-
rowed.

Library cards are free to Garwood
residents, who may take advantage
of reciprocal borrowing privileges
at other libraries in Union County.
The staff has been with the library
for quite some time. Carol
Lombardo has been with the library
since 1989 and director since 1998.
Library assistants Shenaz Nasser,
Linda Fiore and Maryanne Duffy
have been with the library 23, 20
and eight years, respectively. The
latest addition to the library is Sean
McNelis, who came on board in
2011. Two pages – Kelly Greene
and Joshua Law – round out the
library staff.

If the Garwood Public Library

does not own a particular item, the
staff can get the item through Jer-
sey-Cat, the statewide inter-library
loan system offered through the
New Jersey State Library.

The Library Board of Trustees
meets in the library at 8 p.m. on the
first Wednesday of each month, ex-
cept July and August, and is led by
President Maria Nierstedt. Other
members include Christine
DiGiacomo, treasurer; Christine
Guerriero, secretary; Mary Ann
Severage, Carol White, Carolyn
Warchol and Walter Tucker.

The Garwood Public Library has
a website located at
youseemore.com/Garwood, where
residents can find more informa-
tion about library programs, ser-
vices and materials. Through the
website, they can find bestseller
lists, staff picks, news and weather,
plus sign up for programs online at
the library’s interactive calendar
page. There are a variety of pro-
grams for all ages, from Toddler
Story Times to weekly movies, to a
host of lectures, presentations, dis-
cussions and musical programs.

The library also is home to a
Garwood Memorabilia Corner,
which holds clippings, pictures and
artifacts of Garwood’s history. If
any resident has pictures or items
of Garwood’s past, the library will
gladly keep them, or if people pre-
fer, the library can scan them and
return the originals to their owner.

Located at the corner of Walnut
Street and Third Avenue, the li-
brary is open Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Friday,
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Saturdays
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

To contact the library, call (908)
789-1670 or e-mail
garwoodlibrary@gmail.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on April 8, 2013 for the
following applications decided at its meet-
ing on March 11, 2013.

Robert & Barbara Gruters, 349 Tuttle
Parkway. Applicant sought approval to
construct a two car garage with an office/
bedroom addition above contrary to Sec-
tions 11.07E6 of the Land Use Ordinance
to allow a 6 feet side yard setback where a
10 feet setback is required. Application
approved with conditions.

Karen & Salvatore Petruzzi, 109 Pearl
Street. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a detached garage contrary to Sec-
tions 13.01Ga and 12.04F2 of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a 3.5 feet side yard
setback where a 5 feet setback is required
and to allow a building coverage (with
deck) of 22.5% where 22% is allowed.
Application approved with conditions.

Anthony & Lisa Anzevino, 870
Bradford Avenue. Applicant sought ap-
proval to construct a one-story pool ca-
bana addition, with cupola, to their existing
detached two car garage and to install and
retain a pool enclosure fence and gate
contrary to Sections 13.01G1b, 13.01I1
and 13.02D5 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a side yard setback of 3.6 feet where
10 feet is required, to allow a building
height of 18.1 feet (with cupola) where a
maximum height of 15 feet is allowed and
to allow a non-solid fence and gate pool
enclosure where a solid fence and gate
are required. Application approved with
conditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
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Ballets With a Twist to Hold
Children’s Audition

RAHWAY - Ballets With a Twist
will hold a Children’s Audition at
The Loft inside the Union County
Performing Arts Center, 1601 Irv-
ing Street Rahway, Saturday, April
13, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. for young
dancers ages 6 to 9 with good ballet
technique to participate in rehears-
als and performances.

Those auditioning should dem-
onstrate an ability to learn choreog-
raphy in a professional setting, and
be available for several rehearsals
in Rahway throughout April and
May.

Selected dancers will perform at
the Rahway Train Station Plaza dur-
ing the family-friendly event Hot
Rods and Harleys on Saturday, May

11. They will then join the com-
pany for its spring season at
Hamilton Stage on May 17-19.
Children will dance alongside com-
pany members in choreographer
Marilyn Klaus’ “Mint Julep,” a nos-
talgic depiction of Kentucky Derby
traditions, and “Margarita,” an en-
chanting homage to Mayan mythol-
ogy.

For more information and to re-
serve an audition space, contact
info@balletswithatwist.com.

For more information on Ballets
with a Twist,  visit
www.balletswithatwist.com.

www.goleader.com


