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Councilman Loughlin Extends
Invitation, Seeks Re-election Support

Garwood GOP Announces Candidates
For Council, Blaufeder and Martin

Board of Health Reports on Retail
Food Handling Risk Factors

Westfield Group Provides Their
Opinions on Violence and Guns Debate

A group of 7th Congressional Dis-
trict voters seeking legislation to re-
duce gun violence met with Glenn
Mortimer, one of the Congressman
Leonard Lance’s aides, who heard
their concerns and agreed to pass
them on to the Congressman. The
voters were represented by Organiz-
ing for Action Westfield Area
(OFAWA), part of a nonpartisan na-
tional organization.

The group stressed the need to pass
provisions: requiring every gun buyer
to pass a criminal background check,
enhancing the completeness of the
National Criminal Background
Check System, stopping illegal traf-
ficking in firearms and straw pur-
chasing, and banning the sale of mili-
tary-style assault weapons and high
capacity magazines.

The group provided survey evi-
dence establishing that voters in the
7th Congressional District as well as
throughout New Jersey overwhelm-
ingly support universal criminal back-
ground checks. They emphasized that
national legislation is required be-
cause, although New Jersey has that
requirement, 80 percent of the guns
seized in violent incidents in New
Jersey have been purchased in states
that do not. Also, independent re-
searchers have found that background
checks have kept thousands of guns
out of the hands of those at risk for
violence.

The group provided evidence that
arguments of opponents of universal
background checks are totally with-
out merit. They claim that the checks
present the risk of a nationwide reg-
istry of gun owners leading to confis-
cation of guns owned by legitimate
citizens. Such actions are not being
proposed or advocated, and would be

an impossibility given the number of
guns currently in circulation. They
claim that a criminal background
check is an excessive burden on a gun
purchaser. However, applying for
many jobs or professional licenses
requires criminal background checks,
and no one considers these require-
ments burdensome.

Opponents of the legislation also
argue that the expanded legislation
will not work because only legiti-
mate citizens will be subjected to the
criminal background checks: the
criminals will get their guns anyway.
But the proposals to expand penalties
for illegal gun trafficking and pre-
vent straw purchases should substan-
tially reduce criminals’ access to guns.

Opponents of the legislation also
argue that the proposed legislation is
a violation of their 2nd Amendment
rights. Advocates for this legislation
are not against the 2nd Amendment
protections for guns being used for
self defense or sport. Justice Scalia, a
noted conservative member of the
United States Supreme Court, has
stated clearly that every right is sub-
ject to regulation that is reasonable
and necessary to protect the public.

The NRA claims that “the only
way to stop a bad guy with a gun is a
good guy with a gun.” Teachers in the
group stressed their fear of innocents
being killed if there are more guns in
schools, as well as the anxiety chil-
dren would experience resulting in
interference with learning. Also
armed security people have not
stopped mass or individual killings,
and studies show that in past inci-
dents having weapons has increased
injuries to innocent citizens.

The group also supports a ban on
military-style assault weapons and
large capacity magazines based on
their use in past killings of law en-
forcement personnel as well as in
attacks that caused far more fatalities
than would have occurred without
these weapons. There is no evidence
that hunters or target shooters need
these weapons or magazines, and law
enforcement and military groups
strongly support restricting sales of
both.

Stressing that this is a human, moral
issue not a partisan one, the group
urged Congressman Lance to take a
strong position in support of these
measures, and to assure that they get
a vote in the House of Representa-
tives. We urge all citizens sharing our
opinions to support S-647, S-150 and
S 33 that contain the needed provi-
sions.

Roslyn Harrison
OFAWA Westfield

Letters to the Editor

It has been my honor to serve as
Councilman for Westfield’s Fourth
Ward since 2010. We accomplished
many tasks working together, includ-
ing:

Stopping the proposed 150-foot
tall cell tower at the Armory; expand-
ing the student parking lots at the
high school and Edison Intermediate
School with 107 new off-street spaces;
paving numerous roads in the Fourth
Ward including Downer Street, First
Street, Graceland Place, Highgate
Avenue, Kensington Drive,
Knollwood Terrace, Newark Avenue,
St. Georges Place, St. Johns Place,
Summit Avenue, Talcott Road, and
more in the near future; reducing the
size of our municipal payroll by 20
percent while avoiding layoffs and
preserving essential services; keep-
ing Westfield the premiere place to
call home in New Jersey. (Source:
New Jersey Monthly, September 2011,
“Westfield named best medium-sized
town in New Jersey.”)

I am proud of our accomplish-

ments. However, there is always more
work to be done. This includes con-
trolling municipal spending, improv-
ing our parks and roads, and keeping
Westfield a great place to live.

I ask for your support as I begin my
campaign for a second term as Coun-
cilman for the Fourth Ward. As I have
done throughout my time on council,
I will continue to walk our neighbor-
hoods and knock on your doors to
hear your thoughts for improving our
town.

My campaign will kick-off with
Keith’s Carnival on Saturday, April
27, 2013 from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. at
226 St. Paul Street in Westfield. Ad-
mission is $25 (kids free). There will
be carnival games, food, prizes, en-
tertainment, and more. All are wel-
come.

Please visit my website at
KeithLoughlin.com for more infor-
mation about this event and my cam-
paign.

Keith Loughlin
Westfield Councilman

Steven Blaufeder and Michael
Martin will be the party’s official
candidates for two Garwood Bor-
ough Council seats. Filing their peti-
tions well before the April 1st dead-
line to appear on the ballot for the
June Primary Election, the candidates
also have been awarded the backing
of the Union County Republican
Committee and use of the slogan
“Regular Organization Republican of
Union County.”

Councilman Steve Blaufeder and
Mike Martin are small business own-

ers. Blaufeder was recently tapped to
fill a vacancy on the Garwood Bor-
ough Council left by the resignation
of Victor DeFilippo who stepped
down because of changes in the de-
mands of his employment. A lifelong
Union County resident, he owns and
operates an import/export business
in Berkeley Heights. Martin, a former
sales and marketing executive with
AT&T, is the proprietor of a Garwood-
based special events and marketing
firm and also hails from central Union
County.

Blaufeder and Martin are pleased
that the mayor is promoting the
growth of the Chamber of Commerce
in Garwood and support the mayor’s
initiative to bring new business and
redevelop underutilized/vacant sites
in the borough. They also are excited
about the administration’s efforts to
utilize multiple avenues to enhance
communications with the borough
residents.

We are confident that our candi-
dates will capture the votes necessary
to appear on the Republican Party
line with Gov. Chris Christie in the
November General Election.

John Quattrocchi
Chairman Garwood Republican

Committee

The Westfield Board of Health
joined with leaders and members of
the boards of health from New Provi-
dence, Roselle Park and Summit on
April 1 for an information sharing
session.

The state Department of Health
Food and Drug Safety Program pre-
sented the methods for the state’s
revised retail food inspection regula-
tions. The Westfield Regional Health
Department has been at the forefront
of implementing this approach, which
eventually will be standard practice
throughout New Jersey.

The goal is to prevent the docu-
mented risk factors for food-borne
illnesses that may not be evident on a
simple visual inspection. In other
words, the food handling practices of
a restaurant are more important than
the appearance of its facilities. This
risk-based inspection approach re-
quires that the establishment’s on-
site supervisor knows how to ad-
equately manage a safe food busi-
ness.

For example, our registered envi-
ronmental health specialists focus on
the following when conducting a res-
taurant or retail food establishment

inspection:
-Proper hand washing.
-Holding foods at proper tempera-

tures.
-Adequate cooking.
-Non-contaminating equipment.
-Food from safe sources.
In addition, the board members

provided guidance to each other re-
garding strategies to improve local
public health practices. For example,
we shared our method of oversight
for restaurants with a conditionally
satisfactory inspection.

Information about all of the Health
Department’s activities is available
on its website www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. The next meeting of the
Westfield Board of Health will be on
Monday, May 6, which starts at 5:30
p.m. in the municipal building. The
public is invited to attend.

Lawrence Budnick, MD, MPH
President, Westfield Board of Health

Lance Asks Why Homeland Security
Needs 1.6 Billion Rounds of Bullets

Janet Napolitano, Secretary
Dept. of Homeland Security.
Dear Madam Secretary:
I attended a meeting last week

where I was asked to respond to vari-
ous news reports indicating that the
U.S. Department of Homeland Secu-
rity has solicited bids to purchase
more than 1.6 billion rounds of am-
munition over the next five years.

Upon further study of the issue, I
have come to understand that there is
growing public concern surrounding
the Department’s procurement of am-
munition. As such, I respectfully re-
quest a congressional briefing from
Department officials to explain the
foundation and the need for this ac-

quisition.
I believe this briefing will provide

DHS with an opportunity to educate
members of Congress and their staff
on the Department’s procedures and
protocols for its procurement of am-
munition and to dispel any potential
misinformation currently in the pub-
lic domain.

If you have any questions concern-
ing my request, I would ask the De-
partment to contact Mr. John Byers at
202-225-5361. I look forward to your
response. Best personal wishes.

Sincerely,
Leonard Lance

Member of Congress
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you!
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NJ TRANSIT
Customer

Satisfaction Survey
Average weekday ridership:
3Q 2013 (415,549)
NJ TRANSIT Score System
(0 to 10 best)
Overall Satisfaction
with NJ TRANSIT
5.8 (2012, 3Q)
6.0 (2013, 1Q)
6.4 (2013, 3Q)
njtransit.com

NJ Transit Reports
Rise In Customer

Satisfaction


