
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 11, 2013 Page 3

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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This Is Westfield  2013Our 41st Annual Edition is coming soon ...

AWARD RECIPIENTS…The Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) has
been recognized by the Association of Environmental Authorities of New Jersey
(AEA) for their efforts and accomplishments during Super Storm Sandy. Pic-
tured, from left to right, are: Jerry Cevetello, AEA first vice-president; Dan
Ward, RVSA maintenance manager; Peggy Gallos, AEA executive director; Jack
DiSimone, RVSA electrician; Jim Meehan, RVSA executive director; Rob Remite,
RVSA electrician; Rick Dovey, AEA president, Peter Mladenovic, RVSA electri-
cian, and John Buonocore, RVSA staff engineer, recipients of the AEA Individual
Achievement Award.

MUTUAL AID HONOR…The Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) was
the recipient of the Association of Environmental Authorities (AEA) Mutual Aid
Achievement Award for their efforts during Super Storm Sandy. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Bob Valent, RVSA superintendent; Jim Meehan, RVSA
executive director; Peggy Gallos, AEA executive director; Jerry Cevetello, AEA
first vice-president, and Rick Dovey, AEA president.
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Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey
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INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery
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Westfield Seeks Volunteers
For Earth Day on April 27

WESTFIELD – In honor of Earth
Day, Westfield Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky the Town Council and the
Green Team have teamed up to plan for
a Westfield Earth Day clean-up event at
select locations around town on Satur-
day, April 27, from 10 a.m. to noon,
with a rain date of Sunday, April 28.

Volunteers who are willing to give a
little time to celebrate Earth Day in this
way are asked to bring a pair of gloves
and a rake, if possible, to one of the
following locations where a member
of the Town Council or Green Team
will coordinate clean-up activities:

Brightwood Park, Clark
Park,Gumbert Park (behind the ball
fields), Maryland Avenue at
Grandview Avenue, Grove Street at
Grandview Avenue, Dunham Avenue
bird Sanctuary (meet at 800 block of
Summit Avenue), Northside Train Sta-

tion, Southside Train Station, and
Mindowaskin Park (in partnership with
the Friends of Mindowaskin Park)

Boy and Girl Scout troops in need
of fulfilling community service re-
quirements are welcome. All minors
need to be supervised by a parent or
adult guardian.  To register, send  name
and location where you plan to help to
Mayor@westfleldnj.gov.

Christie, Buono Comment on
Rutgers’ Scandal Over Coach
REGION – Rutgers University

Men’s Basketball Coach Mike Rice
was fired last week following the
broadcasting of a video by ESPN of
him yelling and throwing basketballs
at his players in practice. Athletic
Director Tim Pernetti, interim Uni-
versity General Counsel John Wolf,
and Assistant Coach Jimmy Martelli
have all resigned. Students and fac-
ulty have called for the firing Rutgers
President Robert Barchi.

Governor Chris Christie on Mon-
day supported Mr. Barchi saying his
decision not to view the videos him-
self when they first became available
in November was a “mistake,” but not
a “fireable” offense, according to
media reports.

The Governor focused his criticism
on Mr. Pernetti, saying his resignation
was necessary. “This conduct appar-

ently was going on for three years
under Mr. Pernetti’s supervision,”
Governor Christie said, according to a
Reuters report.

His likely Democratic opponent in
November, state Senator Barbara
Buono (D-18, Metuchen), has called
on the Legislature to conduct hear-
ings on how the incident was handled.

“Governor Christie seems to think
[Coach Rice’s] resignation brings
this sad chapter to an end — he’s
sorely mistaken. President Barchi
has shown the opposite of decisive
leadership. He ducked the tough
choices by not firing Mike Rice when
notified of his behavior. President
Barchi acted as if he had no role in
the decision to only suspend and
fine Mr. Rice five months ago and
offered the athletic director as a
scapegoat.”

Gun Rights Focus of
Tea Party Meeting

CRANFORD – Gun rights will be
one of the topics at the next general
meeting of the Union County Tea
Party at 8 p.m. on Wednesday, April
17, at the Rustic Mill Diner in
Cranford. There is no charge. The
public and new members are wel-
come. The Rustic Mill Diner is lo-
cated at 109 North Avenue West in
Cranford.

The Union County Tea Party is on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
groups/269088085034 and on the
web at unioncountynjteaparty.org/.
They may also be contacted at
vjensen@comcast.net or (908) 578-
5005.

RVSA Receives Awards
For Sandy Efforts

RAHWAY – The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) has been
recognized by the Association of
Environmental Authorities of New
Jersey (AEA) for their efforts and
accomplishments during Super Storm
Sandy. The RVSA was presented with
awards for Mutual Aid and Individual
Achievements at the Annual Wave
Awards Luncheon held on March 13th
during the AEA’s spring conference
at the Golden Nugget in Atlantic City.

The AEA’s Annual Wave Awards
recognize dedication, innovation and
talent in New Jersey’s publicly owned/
operated water and wastewater util-
ity sector. The RVSA was honored
with the Mutual Aid Wave Achieve-
ment Award for their assistance and
aid to other sewer service providers
during Sandy. Five out of the six
Individual Wave Achievement Award
recipients were RVSA staff mem-
bers.

When Super Storm Sandy hit, the
RVSA was receiving flows in excess
of 125 MGD (million gallons per
day) which was approximately four
times above average. Once the main
electrical grid that powers the facility
went down, the RVSA went operated
on natural gas through the on-site
Co-Generation facility. The Co-Gen
equipment subsequently shut down
when a large process air blower
tripped, requiring the facility to move
to back-up diesel generator power.
RVSA employees Dan Ward, John
Buonocore, Jack Desimone, Peter
Mladenovic, and Robert Remite
worked together to formulate an ac-
tion plan by performing a “modified
blackstart” to allow them to use the
faltering diesel generators to start the
Co-Gen equipment.

“Our system is state-of-the-art, and
this was a potentially dangerous
move. One wrong switch and some-
one could have been seriously hurt,”
said James Meehan, Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s executive di-
rector. “Many wastewater facilities
that lost power during this storm
ended up releasing hundreds of mil-
lions of gallons of raw sewerage into
nearby water bodies.”

In addition to the efforts of the five

RVSA employees, the RVSA as a
whole aided nearby facilities that lost
operations – actions that won them
the Mutual Aid Wave Achievement
Award. Facilities assisted were the
Linden Roselle Sewerage Authority,
the Passaic Valley Sewerage Com-
mission (PVSC) and an industrial
vegetable washing company in north-
ern New Jersey.

“The RVSA demonstrated its skill
and dedication when its staff kept
their facility operational during and
after Super Storm Sandy. They served
their own ratepayers well, and even
under these difficult conditions, they
were able to help other facilities,”
said Peggy Gallos, executive director
of AEA-NJ. “RVSA also fared well
because of its recent upgrades which
helped protect it. Communities that
invest in maintaining and modifying
their water/wastewater facilities stand
a far better chance against storms like
Sandy.”

The RVSA owns and operates a
wastewater treatment facility located
in Rahway and a trunk sewer system
that serves member municipalities of
Clark, Cranford, Garwood,
Kenilworth, Mountainside, Rahway,
Roselle Park, Scotch Plains, Spring-
field, Westfield, and Woodbridge and
user municipalities of Winfield Park
and portions of Fanwood and Lin-
den.

MS Council Receives
Report From PSEG

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — During the gov-
erning body’s regular public meeting
Tuesday night, Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli related a report he recently re-
ceived from the Public Service Enter-
prise Group (PSEG) regarding improve-
ments in the company’s procedures in the
wake of recent major power outages due
to severe weather.

Labeling the report “lip service,” Mayor
Mirabelli was critical of the report and
PSEG’s failure to correct its past errors.
“What impressed me was that everything we
complained about on the daily conference
calls (during the aftermath of Hurricane
Sandy) were all the things they said they
would absolutely improve on this year if we
ever have an emergency like this again.

“Everyone would be aware of when the
(repair) trucks are in town; [PSEG] will be
right out there assessing the damage as
soon as possible…It floors me when I hear
this from PSEG,” said Mayor Mirabelli.

Mayor Mirabelli stated PSEG identified
several implemented or planned improve-
ments it maintained were crucial to enhanc-
ing service to New Jersey residents.

“The first one was that they wanted to
stress that it was very important for the
communities to encourage their residents
to call into PSEG and report when they
didn’t have power because that’s really
the only way they have an accurate count
of how many houses don’t have power.

“They also wanted us to encourage the
residents and our town personnel to report
downed poles. [PSEG] said there are num-
bers on each pole and that would certainly
be helpful if we could report the poles and
the numbers,” continued Mayor Mirabelli.

Mayor Mirabelli said PSEG is conduct-
ing ongoing tree and branch removal op-
erations near power lines to limit the amount
of damage caused by fallen debris. The
Mayor also reported that in the event of
some future storm related power outages,

PSEG will conduct three conference calls
per day to local municipalities to keep
residents informed of its progress in re-
storing power. To this point, PSEG had
been conducting only one conference
call per day during major power outages.

“So they take no responsibility for
anything,” stated Councilman William
Lane. “Everything stays the same, the
recommendations in terms of what the
town should do.”

Mr. Mirabelli stated he anticipates re-
ceiving regular reports from PSEG up-
dating any progress.

Councilman Lane next provided a re-
port as a member of the Fire Committee.
Mr. Lane stated that there has been “on-
going efforts to increase membership
commitments. They have two or three
prospective members since they have
become more active [in recruiting].”

Mr. Lane further stated that the fire
department is still actively seeking new
members and that any interested indi-
viduals may contact the fire department
directly or through his e-mail at the
council’s office.

In other news, Mr. Mirabelli commented
on the upcoming public meeting related to
the 2013 municipal budget, set for Tues-
day, April 16, and some confusion regard-
ing the procedure for the passing of the
budget, stating, “There was some concern
about the fact that we introduced the bud-
get last meeting without making any com-
ments or giving any numbers to the public.
I think that there was a misconception
…that we just passed the budget without
telling anyone what the numbers were.
“That was not in fact what we did. We
approved the budget with the purpose of
establishing the date for the budget to be
introduced, and there’ll be full disclosure
on the [April] 16th as to the budget and
where the increases and decreases might
be in the budget, and certainly anyone that
has any questions - we encourage them to
come on the sixteenth.”


