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WEISS, MARKOVITCH, MURRAY QUALIFIED FOR NJSIAA TOURNAMENT AT  ATLANTIC CITY

Cougar Matmen Established CHS Record in Season Wins
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

High expectations came true
for this year’s Cranford High
School wrestling team that be-
gan the season with a senior-
heavy squad and several prom-
ising underclassmen.

The most notable accomplish-
ment came as a “team” when the
Cougars finished the season with a
21-5 record, establishing the most
wins in a season for the varsity
program. Additionally, the Cou-

gars placed fourth in the Union
County Tournament (UCT) and third
in the District 11 Tournament.

Another notable accomplish-
ment came in the form of a dual
meet victory.

“We beat Roselle Park this year,
something that hasn’t been done
since 1993,” Said Cougar Head
Coach Pat Gorman, who added,
“We shared the conference title
this year with Westfield and
Roselle Park.”

Eight wrestlers had 20 or more
wins, seven placed in the top-4 in
the UCT, eight qualified for the

Region 3 Tournament and three
qualified for the NJSIAA Champi-
onship in Atlantic City (AC).

“Out of these eight, four of
them had 30 plus wins. The six
senior starters combined for 145
wins this season. We had Jimmy
Dwyer and Jeff Weiss make First
Team All-Conference,” Coach
Gorman pointed out.

Weiss, a senior, won the district
title at 220-lbs, placed second in
the UCT and the region and
wrestled in four bouts at AC to
finish with a 30-10 record. Senior
Corey Markovitch, who placed

third in the UCT at 170-lbs, jumped
up to 182-lbs to place third in the
district and third in the region to
qualify for AC and to finish 34-8.

“Corey Markovitch set a new
school record with 22 pins in a
single season,” Coach Gorman said.

Senior Rob Kessler (195-lbs), a
four-year varsity man, placed
second in the district and third in
the UCT to finish 21-12. Dwyer,
a senior, (160-lbs) placed sec-
ond in the district, fourth in the
UCT and finished 30-10. Senior
Nick Frediani (138-lbs) finished
13-14, while Matt DiMartino fin-
ished 9-13 at 170-lbs.

Junior heavyweight Jon El-
Khoury showed that he could
stay well with the big boys and
finished with a 25-8 record. Jun-
ior Corey Birch (152-lbs) placed
third in the district, fourth in the
UCT and finished 24-14.

Several sophomores and fresh-
men showed some big-time
promise. One was sophomore
Gavin Murray, who stood atop

the podium in the District 11
Tournament at 132-lbs. He also
placed second in the UCT and
third in the region to qualify for
the NJSIAA Tournament where
he wrestled three bouts to finish
35-8 and to bring his two-year
varsity record to 64-16.

Freshman Niko Capello won the
145-lb District 11 crown, placed
third in the UCT and finished with
a 26-10 record. Freshman An-
drew Tompkins came on very
strong at the end of the season to
place third in the district at 126-
lbs, qualifying him for regions,
and finished 17-14.

Sophomore Chase Gunther
competed at 106-lbs and fin-
ished 11-19. Sophomore Nick
Scaramuzzi competed at 113-
lbs and finished 6-21. Freshman
Dave Busch competed at 126-lbs
and 120-lbs and finished 12-20.

The experience gained by all of
the Cougar underclassmen
should point to another promis-
ing showing next year.

cer standout, will also compete
in the sprints, 400 and hurdles.
Last year, he was one of the
foursome that finished fourth in
the 4x400 at the sectional meet.
Helmstetter will also compete in
the sprints. Junior Joe DaSilva
will compete in the 400 and 800.
Sophomore Donavin Walker will
also compete in the jumping
events.

Seniors Tom Feeney and
Brendan Donovan, and juniors
Connor McMahon and Tom Philip
will head the distance events.
Last year, Feeney finished third
in the county and fourth in the
section in the 3,200, while
McMahon finished seventh in the
county in the 3,200.

“We only get to add to our
strength in the spring season,
since there are more field events
for us to compete in. Tradition-
ally, our team has been built
around our distance and field
events, and this year is no differ-
ent. However, we have some
returning sprinters looking to
make a name for themselves.
We have some excellent indi-
vidual performers in all events
and with the large numbers of
our team this year, we are look-
ing to add depth behind those
individuals,” Coach Kane said.

The Cougar girls and boys look
forward to hosting the Cougar
Invitational Relays at Memorial
Field on Saturday, April 13.

Cougars Boys/Girls Track & Field

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING DOWN FOR THE SCORE…Luke Christiano, No. 4, heads downfield and scores the Cougars’ first goal against
the Madison Dodgers with 7:03 left in the half in Cranford on April 1. Tom Fitzgerald scored four goals for the Cougars.
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