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Presbyterian Church to Offer Organ Concert

Academy for
Performing Arts to
Host Tricky Tray

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Acad-
emy for Performing Arts (APA) in
Scotch Plains will host a Tricky
Tray on Friday May 17, in the
school’s West Hall Cafeteria. Doors
open at 6:30, and the raffle begins
at 8 p.m. The event will offer hun-
dreds of quality baskets, multi-level
values and a 50/50.

Grand Prizes include an iPad
Mini, an outdoor patio package and
Disney Park Hopper tickets.

The Academy for Performing Arts
is located at 1776 Raritan Road,
Scotch Plains.

For tickets contact Karen Pasek,
APA PTSO President, at (732) 388-
8576 or apatrickytray@gmail.com.

Proceeds benefit APA Student
Performing Arts programs.

Fanwood National Poetry Month
Event To Feature Vievee Francis

FANWOOD – The Carriage
House Poetry Series invites the pub-
lic to celebrate National Poetry
Month in Fanwood at a free reading
by the distinguished poet Vievee
Francis on Tuesday, April 16. The
featured reading will start at 8 p.m.
in the Kuran Arts Center on Watson
Road, off North Martine Avenue,
adjacent to Fanwood Borough Hall
(GPS use 75 N. Martine Avenue).
An open mic reading will follow
the featured performance.

Vievee Francis is a Texas-born,
Michigan poet. For years she has
been instrumental in fostering a lit-
erary community for youth and
young adults in the Detroit area and
now her presence has grown be-
yond the Michigan border. Her work
has appeared in numerous journals
and anthologies including Callaloo,
Indiana Review, Rattle, Best Ameri-
can Poetry (2010) and the Norton

Anthology of Contemporary Afri-
can American Poets.

Vievee’s first collection of po-
ems “Blue-Tail Fly,” was published
by Wayne State University Press in
2006. She received a Rona Jaffe
Foundation Writer’s Award in 2009
and earned her MFA from the Uni-
versity of Michigan where she was
the 2009-2010 Poet-in-Residence.
Her second poetry collection,
“Horse in the Dark” (2012) won the
Cave Canem/Northwestern Univer-
sity Press Poetry Prize.

The Carriage House Poetry Se-
ries is in its fifteenth year at the
Patricia Kuran Arts Center, an his-
toric Gothic Revival structure that
was once a 19th century carriage
house, hence the name of the series.
The April 16 reading is free and
open to the public.

For more information call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298.

‘Discover Summit Arts’
Festival Coming In June

Vievee Francis

For online directions and infor-
mation about the series, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com/

SUMMIT – The Discover Summit
Arts planning committee is pleased to
announce the performing arts lineup
for its first annual festival. The festival
will take place Sunday, June 23, through
Saturday, June 29 in venues through-
out downtown Summit. Local artists
from the Performing, Visual, and Culi-
nary and Healing Arts will be partici-
pating.

Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre, the
Summit Playhouse and Stony Hill play-
ers will collaborate for “An Evening of
Summit Theatre.” These three organi-
zations will combine their talent to
present a collage of performances to
entertain current and new audiences
alike. All of the companies, one profes-
sional and two community organiza-
tions, are based in Summit and offer
full seasons of plays, musicals and
youth programs.

New to Summit, the Film Society of
Summit will feature a film screening
and filmmaker Q&A session. The Film
Society will officially open its doors in
July, and has been showing documen-
taries since January within the commu-
nity.

The Minuetto Music Festival is a
week-long program of music, master
classes and rehearsals, featuring a se-
ries of three evening concerts: The
Milton Cross Young Artist Showcase
introducing the Milton Cross and Ris-
ing Star Young Artist Winners selected
from applicants across the nation. Per-
forming the second concert is the Ca-
nadian sensation DESTINO, whose
cross-over opera to popular style has
been hailed around the world, and the
Minuetto Festival Finale Concert with
the Festival Symphonic Chorus, Young
Artist Soloists and Orchestra will per-
form selections by Rossini, Vaughn
Williams and more.

For children in kindergarten through
fifth grade, award winning folksingers
and storytellers Jeslyn and Ben
Wheeless will present “Join In: Tales
and Tunes from Many Cultures”.
Based on songs from their new CD,
the original songs and raps tie in with

stories told by memory in the oral
tradition. This event will be held at the
Summit Free Public Library.

Adults 18 and over who have inter-
est in authentic tango lessons can join
CarolinayDiego of Authentic Argen-
tine Tango School. No experience is
necessary, and a partner is not re-
quired. In addition, Tango art, photog-
raphy and performances will be fea-
tured.

Details for the above events, includ-
ing ticket information, will become
available as the festival approaches. In
addition to the above events, there will
be a full program for the Visual Arts
and the Culinary and Healing Arts.
“Discover Summit Arts” was co-
founded by Summit residents and art
enthusiasts Lyle Brehm and Janet
Whitman. Program management is
being led by Jean Criss of Jean Criss
Media, LLC for media, marketing and
sales. Events are being coordinated by
Laura Ekstrand of Dreamcatcher Rep-
ertory Theatre. Jean can be reached at
info@JeanCrissMedia.com or 908-
247-8443, and Laura at
Laura@Dreamcatcherrep.org or (908)
514-9654 for further program infor-
mation.

WESTFIELD – Ed Alstrom, Or-
ganist and Music Director of the Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield (PCW),
will perform a free concert, “The
Mighty Pipe Organ,” on Sunday, April
7, at 12:30 p.m. at the church, 140
Mountain Avenue in Westfield. He
will put the church’s 4000-pipe
Casavant organ through its paces with
virtuosic works by Bach, Franck,
Widor, Ives, Alain, and others. Mr.
Alstrom said the pieces are “designed
to display the pipe organ in all its
sonic glory.”

The program will be a reprise of
the concert he gave at the First Night
festivities in Morristown last New
Year’s Eve. Mr. Alstrom invites the
community at large and promises
“most of the program will be loud,

fast, loose, and very enjoyable!”
For more information or directions

to the church located at 140 Moun-
tain Avenue, call the church office
during business hours at (908) 233-
030 or visit the church’s website at
www.westfieldpc.org.

Ed Alstrom

UNDER THE SEA...Cranford Artist,
Theodosia A. G. Tamborlane, an-
nounced that 22 of her “Under the
Seas” paintings are now on exhibition
at Simply Gallery, 11 North Union
Avenue in Cranford. Simply Gallery is
open Tuesday, Wednesday, and Fri-
day 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Thursday 10
a.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturday from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Pictured is “Under the
Seas XVIII.”

Memorial Day
Weekend Concert
Details Announced

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Memorial Day Parade Com-
mittee announced the annual Me-
morial Weekend Concert will be
held on Sunday, May 26, at the
Fanwood train station (north side
lawn) from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

The Westfield Community Band,
led by Dr. Thomas Connors, will
play patriotic melodies, traditional
marches and other popular works.
Memorial comments delivered by
veterans are also included in the
program.

The Westfield band has been pro-
viding musical entertainment for
community events since 1912. It is
recognized as one of the premier
bands in New Jersey.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
and Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin
Glover will host the Memorial
Weekend Concert.

This year, deceased and wounded
warriors of the Iraq and Afghani-
stan Wars as well as all other mili-
tary personnel who lost their lives
in service to our country will be
recognized. The community is
proud to give appropriate recogni-
tion of the ultimate sacrifice made
by valiant service men and women.

The annual Memorial Day pa-
rade, to be held on Monday May
27, is funded by the townships of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood. The
Memorial Weekend Concert, how-
ever, is provided through the gener-
osity of local donors- individuals,
businesses and community organi-
zations whom support the concert
expenses.

Donations should be made out to
“Township of Scotch Plains” and
sent to Memorial Day Concert,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
c/o Toni Rollis, 430 Park Ave.,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.

Westfield Symphony Orchestra Announces
Corporate Sponsors for Fundraising Gala

WESTFIELD – The Board of
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) and its Friends’ group will be
celebrating the 30th Anniversary of
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
as well as the 15th anniversary of its
Music Director Maestro David Wroe,
with its annual gala under the theme,
“Crystal and Pearl” on the evening of
Saturday, April 20, at Plainfield Coun-
try Club.

In making the announcement ear-
lier this week, Norman Luka, Presi-
dent of the WSO Board of Trustees,

also shared the news that Mercedes
Benz dealer Ray Catena of Union
will be the Gala Sponsor for this
year’s celebration which will include
a cocktail reception, gourmet dinner
and dancing to a 10-piece band, as
well as live and silent auctions.

“We are thrilled and honored to be
associated with such a wonderful cel-
ebration and crucial fundraising
event,” remarked Sue Hengstler, Fi-
nancial Controller for Ray Catena of
Union. “There are very few suburban
towns across America with an or-

chestra of this caliber. We
have been constantly
dazzled over the years by
its performances and we
are delighted to help en-
sure that Westfield and
the surrounding commu-
nity will have access to
this fine music for many
years to come,” added
John Weber, Ray Catena
Sales and Leasing Repre-
sentative.

In addition to a 50/50
cash raffle, there will be
an array of unique items
and experiences for auc-
tion. Some of the items to
be auctioned during the
evening by Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick include
get-away packages to ex-
otic locations, a day cruise
aboard a private yacht,

premium ticket packages for Giants
football and Rangers hockey games,
and eclectic New York dining.

A silent auction of items donated
by over 70 local retailers, restaurants
and businesses has also been put to-
gether. The Silent Auction will run
throughout the evening, which will
culminate in the drawing of the win-
ners for the 50-50 cash raffle. Raffle
tickets may be purchased at the Sym-
phony office and winners need not be
present to claim a prize.

In his statement, Dr. Luka also
acknowledged the outstanding gen-
erosity of corporate sponsors PNC
Wealth Management and Fragomen,
Del Rey, Bersen and Loewy, LLP
commenting, “The arts are again tak-
ing a fiscal hit this year and it is
essential that we rally to fill the gap in
public funding in order to continue
the WSO tradition of live music within
our community.”

Invitations and raffle tickets have
been mailed to WSO subscribers and
supporters, but attendance, which is
capped at 200 due to space constraints,
is open to the public.

To learn more about Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra or to purchase tick-
ets for the Pearl Anniversary celebra-
tion, which may be obtained on a
first-come first-served basis, the pub-
lic is invited to go to
www.westfieldsymphony.org or to
call the WSO office at (908) 232-
9400 on weekdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

GALA SPONSOR…Ray Catena of Union will spon-
sor the Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s (WSO) 30th
Anniversary fundraising gala on Saturday, April 20,
at Plainfield Country Club. Pictured, from left to
right, are: John Weber, Ray Catena Sales and Leasing
Agent; Maestro David Wroe, WSO Music Director;
Sue Hengstler, Ray Catena Controller and Ray Gomez,
Ray Catena General Manager.


