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Raiders to Rely on Experience
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

UCC Track Team Qualifies
Several for National Meet

CRANFORD – Union County
College’s Track & Field team is in its
inaugural season. In only the second
meet of the season, the 4x100 men’s
relay team and two runners from the
women’s team have already quali-
fied for the National Championships
to be held at Howard Community
College in Columbia, Md., from May
9 through May 11.

For the girls, Petra Semelova and
Katie Lennon qualified for nation-
als in two events, the 1,500 meters
and the 5,000 meters. The Men’s
4x100 relay team, includes Edward

Kosso, Casleny Augustin, Issac
Kalema and Imannuel Edobi. In ad-
dition to the achievement of these
athletes, many other team members
successfully lowered their time dur-
ing their second meet and are now
one step closer to qualifying for na-
tionals as well.

Track and Field coach Jason McFall
is extremely proud of the team’s
achievements and efforts. For more
information on the athletics program
at Union County College, please visit
www.ucc.edu and click on the “Ath-
letics” link at the top of the page.

WINNING TEAM…The Winning Team from Westfield’s Karate N Motion at
the Martial Arts tournament on St. Patrick’s Day. Pictured, left to right, are:
front row; Julia Plawker, Katherine Randall, Nicole Kenny, AK Brandon, Jonah
Plawker, Spencer Harding; second row, Maddie Covington, CAS Malak, Tristan
Challis and Sean Canavan.

Karate N Motion Kids Reap
Awards at 3 Tournaments

WESTFIELD – During the month
of March, the “Kicking – It” Karate
Kids from Karate N Motion, com-
peted in three Martial Arts Tourna-
ments.

On March 17, in Somerset, at the
50th Anniversary of Gary Alexander’s
International Martial Arts Associa-
tion Tournament, a team of nine kids
won 14 Karate trophies.

In the Martial Arts Choreography
competition known as Kata, Jonah
Plawker (age 8) and CAS Malak (11)
both of Westfield took first. Catherine
Rosanas (9 – Fanwood) took second.
Nicole Kenny (11 – Scotch Plains),
Maddie Covington (12 – Westfield)
took second. Tristan Challis (13 –
Garwood) finished third.

In Martial Arts Weapons competi-
tion, Jonah Plawker took second in
“Bo Staff” Kata. Sean Canavan took

third. In Sparring (Kumite), Tristan
Challis, Sean Canavan, Jonah Plawker
and Spencer Harding each took first.
Julia Plawker (11) finished second.
Challis and Canavan each earned
thrilling first place finishes against
very able competition.

1st: Tristan Challis – Sparring; Sean
Canavan – Sparring; Jonah Plawker –
Kata and Sparring; CAS Malak – Kata;
and Spencer Harding – Sparring;

2nd: Nicole Kenny – Kata; Julia
Plawker – Sparring Katherine Randall
– Kata; “AK” Brandon – Sparring;
Maddie Covington – Kata

3rd: Tristan Challis – Weapons;
Sean Canavan – Weapons; Jonah
Plawker – Weapons

On March 16, The Mercer County
Nationals, were held on the campus
of Ryder College. Karate N Motion
finished with 11 trophies. Maddie
Covington took the Grand Champi-
onship in Kata.

1st: Maddie Covington – Sparring,
Kata and Grand Champion Kata; Julia
Plawker, Kata and Weapons

2nd: Tristan Challis – Weapons Joey
Echols – Weapons and Kata;

3rd: Tristan Challis – Kata; Joey
Echols – Sparring; Chris Holder – Spar-
ring; Sean Canavan – Kata

KnM’s version of “March Mad-
ness” actually began on March 10 at
Kings Karate Tournament in New-
ton. The Dojo fielded eight pre-teens,
who won 13 awards.

1st: Julia Plawker – Sparring and
Kata; Jonah Plawker – Kata; Joseph
Retinger – Kata

2nd: Joseph Retinger – Sparring;
CAS Malak – Kata and Sparring; Spen-
cer Harding – Sparring

3rd: Jonah Plawker – weapons;
Maddie Covington – Kata; Julia Plawker
– Weapons

4th: Elizabeth Acevedo – Sparring:
Amanda Rosenthal – Sparring

and when we get a chance to put the
ball into the net, we have the girls
who can do that,” Coach Rafferty
said.

Referring to plus and minuses of
last year’s team, Coach Rafferty
noted, “We had some good wins, we
got seeded fifth in the county behind
the usual big three; Summit, Oak
Knoll, Kent Place. Westfield was four.
We won our first-round county game
and competed with Westfield for
about a half. We had big wins against
Millburn and Montclair, lost to
Caldwell by one, so we are looking to
improve on the tough losses from last
year and hopefully turn those into
wins this year.”

Speed and transition will be the big
factors for the Raiders, especially in
the midfield.

“You can’t score on every shot;
goalies can make saves, but our goal
is to get that ball back and put pres-
sure in the midfield with our speed,”
Coach Rafferty said.

Junior Megan Welch returns in
goal. “Megan is going into her third
varsity season. She was not the starter
as a freshman for about one game.
She then took the role over, became
the starter and hasn’t left the goal
since. She is tremendous and keeps
us in lot of games that we should not
be in. She’s talking more, she’s great

on clears and that’s one huge asset for
us and a good weapon as well,” Coach
Rafferty said.

The Raiders’ defense is expected
to be more aggressive also.

“We are moving some people
around from defense; some of our
skilled players, back into midfield.
We have some very skilled players
coming in that are going to put time
in on defense.” Coach Rafferty said.

Seniors Taylor Smith had plenty of
varsity time last year and will be on
the prowl again, along with senior
Colleen Farrell. Junior Olivia Can-
non will be in the mix.

“That combination of those kids is
going to be good. Their instincts are
good and they are learning as well in
practice,” said Coach Rafferty, who
added, “As the Head Coach and the
coaching staff, I like to improve and
get better. It’s not about wins and
losses, as long as the girls go out here
and give it their effort. Yeah, the ulti-
mate outcome is about wins and
losses. I think we will have a better
record this year than last, and I think
we can beat some of those quality
teams. Every time we step on the
field, I don’t think there is a question
of doubt that we can beat pretty much
every team.”

The Raiders opened at Montclair
on April 2. Their first home game will
be on Monday, April 8, at 4 p.m.
against Villa Walsh Academy.

LEAGUE SOCCER CHAMPS…The U12 Girls Canarinhas travel soccer team
won the championship for this year’s Winter Indoor League at Metuchen
Sportsplex. The team finished regular league play with a record of 4-1-1, and
captured first place in the playoffs with a decisive, 8-1, victory in the champion-
ship game.

UNDEFEATED SEASON…The Westfield Basketball Association 6th grade
girls’ team, the Bulls, had a record of 11-0 and won the championship game on
March 16. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Ellie Curry, Brooke Sullivan,
Olivia Shields and Kate Armstrong; second row, Coach Joe Armstrong, Julia
Romano, Maddie Reynders, Kendall Robertson, Nora Brindle, Coach Todd
Reynders and Coach Dave Sullivan.

Raider Riporti Verbally
Commits to Lehigh U.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School junior Alyssa Riporti has
given a verbal commitment to play
soccer at Lehigh University begin-
ning the fall of 2014. Alyssa will be
a captain next year on the Raider
team and has been a four-year var-
sity player.

Alyssa is an honor student at the
high school. Riporti chose Lehigh
over several other schools and she
made the decision based on aca-
demics and soccer. Riporti was se-
lected All-Area by the Courier News
and was a Union County Coaches
All-County Team Selection.

EARNING A BRONZE…Jenny Bag-
ger of Westfield and her team, Skyliners
Intermediate, earned a bronze medal
at the 2013 US Synchronized Skating
Championships held in Plymouth,
Michigan on March 1. The team skated
to a Jackson 5 medley earning a sea-
son-high total of 63.82 points. The event
is sponsored by US Figure Skating.

Raider Laxers Rout
Highlanders, 17-1

No time was wasted on April Fools
Day when the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys lacrosse team
jumped out to a 4-0 lead within the
first nine minutes and rumbled to a
17-1 victory over the Governor
Livingston Highlanders in Scotch
Plains. Attacker Christian Gordon led
the 1-0 Raiders with four goals.

The Raiders blanked the 0-1 High-
landers, 5-0, in the first quarter and
went on to command a 10-1 lead at
the half. After Gordon scored the
second goal, senior midfielder Matt
Greenberg netted the first of his three
goals. Midfielder Kevin Charos fired
in the fourth goal. Attackers Jack
Cunningham and Kevin Kirby (3 as-
sists), and midfielder Jack Gerrity
each scored a pair of goals. Zach
Errickson, Chris Smith and Tom
Walker (2 assists) each scored a goal,
while Mike Rothman contributed an
assist.
Gov. Livingston 0 1 0 0 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 5 5 4 3 17
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Peter
Lisciotto

COLONIAL

CRANFORD. Classic newly remodeled 3BR,1.5BA Colonial -
everything modernized; with large living room with wood-burning
fireplace, new eat-in kitchen with granite counters; formal dining
room, beautiful wood floors throughout; new full bath with jetted tub,
sliding glass doors to large Trex deck, patio and park-like private yard.
Convenient to center of town and NYC transportation. $409,000.

Sonia
Rivera-Hooey

SPLIT LEVEL

SCOTCH PLAINS. Immaculate 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath home –
updates include: siding, windows, doors, baths, kitchen with stainless
steel appliances and granite counters and sliders to 2-tier Trex deck
and paver patio, fully fenced back yard; custom moldings, wood
floors, cathedral ceilings with recessed lighting in living room, double
tray ceiling in master bedroom, family room with fireplace and custom
mantel. Completely renovated – and ready to move in! $409,900.

Holly
Cohen

WESTFIELD. Sunlit gracious 4 BR, 3.5 Bath Colonial in idyllic
Currier and Ives setting with Greagory's Pond and private lane. Quality
upgrades and amenities throughout. Designer kitchen w/custom
cabinetry, premium granite & top of the line appliances. 1st flr Fam Rm;
1st flr den. Graceful archways, crown molding and plenty of windows for
natural light.  Gracious Master Suite w/dressing area & ensuite bath.
Gated privacy fence. Finished basement. Central air. $959,000.

Associate of the Month

Jennifer
Love

CAPE COD

WESTFIELD. Wonderfully deceiving, completely renovated Cape Cod
home w/open floor plan. Gourmet kitchen w/granite counters, breakfast
bar & stainless appliances, flows nicely into Liv Rm & 1st flr Fam Rm w/
WB fireplace. MBR & bath are on the 1st flr. There are 2 generously sized
bedrooms & a newer bath on 2nd flr. Basement has a finished Media Room
w/surround sound, office & 1/2 bath. Professionally landscaped. Other
features include new HWF, new furnace, new CAC. $550,000.

COLONIAL

Holly
Cohen

COLONIAL

SCOTCH PLAINS. 5 BR, 3 BA beautifully appointed Colonial.
Stunning décor & amenities. Living rm w/wood-burning fireplace, recessed
lighting. DR w/built-in lustrous cherry cabinetry; designer kitchen w/
custom wood cabinetry, Sub Zero, Thermador & Bosch appliances; center
island and breakfast area with sliders to Trex deck.  Family rm w/fireplace,
skylights & custom built-in seating & storage; Master Suite with walk-in
closet; 1st flr BR/office, encl porch, 2car gar. $759,000.

SPLIT LEVEL

SCOTCH PLAINS. Sprawling split level home situated on .92 acres
of park-like property featuring 5 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, living room with
fireplace, bow window and gleaming wood floor, formal dining room,
large eat-in kitchen and family room with easy access to patio, yard and
built-in pool. The recreation room with adjoining bath could be used
as an au-pair suite. Many updates include windows, furnace, CAC,
driveway, roof and more! Call for your private showing. $749,000.

Martha
Schilling


