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BARBER, BULGER MADE IT TO NJSIAA QUARTERFINAL

‘Do the Right Thing’ Theme
Accomplished by Devil Matmen

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

At the beginning of this season, the
Westfield High School wrestling
team’s coaches’ goals were to de-
velop a “culture of doing the right
thing” on and off the mat, and it
worked!

On the mat, the Blue Devils, after
losing their first match to Roselle
Park, reeled off 19 straight victories,
battled highly touted North
Hunterdon to the final bout in the
sectional tournament, captured the
District 11 crown, had two wrestlers
advance to the NJSIAA Tournament
in Atlantic City (AC) and finished
with a 19-2 record.

Not only did the Blue Devils ad-
vance 10 wrestlers to the Region 3

tournament, but eight finished with
20 or more wins. One wrestler, sopho-
more John Fuller, finished with a 19-
12 record at 113-lbs and another,
senior Anthony Aldana, finished with
an 18-14 record at 126-lbs.

“This year’s team was an absolute
pleasure to coach. They were com-
pletely committed to the program
and did everything right – on and off
the mat. They learned to push them-
selves and to be comfortable being
uncomfortable. We will certainly miss
this group of seniors, but they’ve
made their mark as they’ve raised the
bar for all groups that follow them.
When you think about where most of
these seniors started four years ago,

either getting beat up on the varsity or
struggling on the JV, their record and
accomplishments are a testament to
their work ethic and dedication,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz said.

Senior Colin Barber, who com-
peted most of the season at 160-lbs
and placed second in the Union
County Tournament (UCT), dropped
to 152-lbs and won the district title,
took second in the region, placed
seventh at the NJSIAA Tournament
in AC and finished with a 35-8 record.

Senior Brian Bulger, UCT champ
at 182-bs, carried an undefeated
record into the District 11 finals be-
fore being stunned with a last second
takedown to finish second. However,
he got even by winning the Region 3
title and advancing to the NJSIAA

Tournament quarterfinals to finish
with a 37-3 record.

Two more seniors also did the right
thing. Nick Arnold made a giant step
forward to place second in the UCT
at 195-lbs, to capture the District 11
title and to finish 26-6. Nick Rotondo,
who placed fifth in the UCT at 145-
lbs, placed second in the district and
finished with a 24-12 record.

Senior heavyweight Kyle Kania
placed third in the district and fin-
ished 27-8, but he pulled off one of
the biggest upsets in the state when
he used a Japanese Whizzer to shock
Raider Anthony Tufaro, who placed
sixth in the state, in 31 seconds.

Juniors Matt Barber (132-lbs) and

Nick Velez (138-lbs) zoomed into
high gear this season. Velez, who
placed third in the UCT, stood atop
the podium in the district and fin-
ished with a 28-4 record. Barber,
who finished 27-9, placed third in the
UCT, second in the district and just
missed his trip to AC when he was
nipped in overtime at the region tour-
nament. Junior Yusef Dwider stepped
in at 120-lbs midway through the
season.

Sophomore Nick Kalimtzis, who
placed fourth in the UCT at 106-lbs,
revved it up to place first in the dis-
trict and to finish 21-10. Sophomore
Cotter Spurlock finished 8-14 at 220-
lbs. Freshman Vin DiFilippo dis-
played his talent and did well in all
four weight classes (138, 145, 152,

160) that he was called upon to enter,
finishing 14-7. Freshman Kevin Frega
showed remarkable progress through-
out the season at 170-lbs, placed third
in the district and finished 11-15.

HAGGAN, REGAN, KLEIN SELECTED RAIDER CAPTAINS

Raider Lady Laxers To Rely
On Experience, Speed on ‘O’

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls’ lacrosse program
is expected to lift its game to the next
level and attract some serious atten-
tion from opponents in the Union
County Conference. Last year, the
Raiders gained needed experience
and finished with a respectable, 9-9,
record.

The Raiders’ co-captains are jun-
ior Julie Haggan, and seniors Jessie
Klein and Haley Regan.

“Starting lineup; we will be return-
ing six seniors, while the rest will be

juniors. We have a good group of
seniors and we’ll be looking forward
to them to produce defensively and
up front on attack. We have several
girls who can put the ball in the net.
We lost Elizabeth Schiller, who was
one of our leading goal scorers, to
graduation. This year, however, we
have up front, Annie Cannone and
Regan. Haley had 41 goals last year
and Cannone had 23. We also have a
junior, Andrea McNeely, who scored
33 goals last year. In addition, we’re
looking for some big things from the
rest of our seniors,” said Raider Head
Coach Robert Rafferty.

Attackers, senior Elsa Leistikow
and junior Erin Weber, will add of-
fensive clout. Regan and seniors
Olivia Mendes, Klein and Cannone,
along with Haggan, will be in the
midfield.

“That group, seven or eight girls
when we rotate people in, I think is a
pretty good group. We have speed
there. Five of those seven can run
especially in the midfield. It is an-
other year together for them and they
are doing great things in practice.
They did a couple of real good things
in scrimmages, moving the ball well

David B. Corbin (January 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFINITELY IN DOUBLE TROUBLE…Blue Devil Brian Bulger, front, has Cougar Matt Russo clamped in a double arm
bar stack in his 182-lb bout. Bulger pinned Russo in 56 seconds to up his record to 11-0.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY FOR ACTION…Raider team captains Julie Haggan, Haley Ragan and Jesse Klein will be ready for action for an
exciting season in girls lacrosse.

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is

reserved for the select few who consistently deliver

value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and

grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an

inspired level of service and outstanding results.
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Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com

Direct:  (908) 301-2015
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OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 7th • 1-4PM
415 East Dudley Avenue

Westfield. You will be enchanted by this charming 1906 Victorian with its front porch, welcoming foyer, and
stone fireplace, built in cabinetry, hardwood floors, beautiful moldings, and original architectural detail. And
you will be surprised and delighted by the thoughtful updates which make the home so comfortable; the
central air conditioning, updated eat-in kitchen with breakfast bar, the family room with gas fireplace, surround
sound and beverage refrigerator, the relaxed basement recreation room, the master suite with endless possibilities
and the third floor suite with its own bath and balcony. A total of five bedrooms and 3 ½ baths.  Close to town,
train, schools and Mindowaskin Park. Weekday walks to schools and to the train. Weekend strolls into town
for concerts and ice cream. Enjoy all that Westfield has to offer – the excellent schools, wonderful downtown,
community spirit, vibrant cultural scene – in this home with charisma, character and convenience. Please come
to Sunday’s open house or call me for a private showing. Offered for $799,900.
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Direct Line: 908-917-5801
maryaliceryan@comcast.net
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Raider Nine Rout
Roselle Catholic, 12-2
Five innings was all it took for the

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
baseball team to rout Roselle Catholic,
12-2, in the season opener in Roselle on
April 1. Chris Ciccarino picked up the
victory for the Raiders and James
D’Angelo knocked in three RBI.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 105 24 12
Roselle Catholic 010 01 2
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OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, APRIL 7TH 1-4PM • 900 UNION STREET

Westfield $1,299,900
Welcome to the tastefully appointed and exceptional Colonial built in 2002.  Upon entering the foyer you enter into a gracious
living room and formal dining room.  Large custom kitchen with dining area overlooking the patio and landscaped fenced-in
yard.  Grecian columns introduce you to the family room with a custom stone gas fireplace.  To complete the 1st Fl. there is a
den/bedroom, 1st Fl. laundry room, butler’s pantry with wine refrigerator and attached 2 car garage.  The 2nd Fl. offers 5
bedrooms including a sizeable master bedroom with custom bath and walk-in closet.  Three children’s bedrooms all have
double closets and a guest bedroom with full bath.  Other fine features include exceptional moldings and trims throughout, tray
ceiling, skylights and Palladium windows.  This special home is located on a dead-end street.
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