
Page 12  Thursday, April 4, 2013 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Devil Netmen Have Good Mix
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hess Is the New King
For WHS 3-Point Shooters

Keegan Hess recently finished his
WHS career as the school’s all-time
long-distance shooter among males.
He had 112 3-pointers, including 44
this winter, 43 as a junior and 25 as a
sophomore, leading the team all three
years.

The old mark of 109 was set by
Mike Venezia (’07), who is currently
playing professional basketball in
Slovenia. Venezia holds the boys one-
season with 53 as a senior. Hess has
the second- and third-best seasons.

The 3-point basket did not exist in
high school ball until the 1987-88
season. Ironically, the first “trey”
made by a Blue Devil that season was
by future NFL quarterback Dave
Brown, who led that team with nine.

The other top career 3-point totals
in school history are Tom Bonard
(’07) third with 84, and Jimmy
McKeon (’02) and Mike Lessner (’09)
tied for fourth with 58.

Krissy Jeremiah (’88) holds the
school seasonal record with 66 3-
pointers in 1988, while Erin Miller
(’08) is the all-time leader with 125,
followed by Jackie Cusimano (’02)
with 88, Tara Handza (’09) with 71,
Jeremiah’s 66 and current sopho-
mores Jackie Knapp and Lily Scott
with 66 and 61, respectively.

Hess and Scott Toresco ended their
careers as WHS’s Nos. 24 and 27 all-
time scorers with 622 and 601 points,
respectively. Hess’ older brother Ryan
is No. 10 all-time with 859 points.

Sophomore guard Danny Mitchell
handed out 101 assists, tying him for
No. 6 all-time in a season with Tom
Bonard.

THIS AND THAT
After a solid winter season, WHS

stands tied for second with Hunterdon
Central in Group 4 of the ShopRite
Cup, one point behind first-place
Columbia. (Millburn and
Bridgewater-Raritan are 4-5.) It’s no
wonder athletic supervisor Sandy
Mamary is looking forward to the
spring season, as opposed to many
A.D.’s, who dread the rainouts, post-
ponements and senioritis that arrives
with the warmer weather.

She’s got many reasons to look for-
ward to the coming months, not the
least of which are baseball, softball,
boys lacrosse, girls lacrosse, tennis
and golf teams that all have the poten-
tial to do something come state-tour-
nament time. (Hunterdon Central is

equally loaded in each of those sports.)
The lacrosse teams both enjoyed

road trips under first-year coaches
last week. Pat Tuohy’s boys went 3-0
and outscored their opponents 37-4
in a Connecticut tournament. The
girls, under Sam(antha) Warner, were
3-0 in Hilton Head, S.C., with one of
the wins over the defending Virginia
state champs.

The baseball team will reach 1,100
all-time wins with win No. 2 this spring.
That’s the record since 1917, when
Hub Stine started coaching. Records
before that are difficult to find, al-
though the high school is believed to
have fielded a team since 1900. The
softball team will soon celebrate the
700th victory in school history since it
began in 1974. The team comes into
the season with 695 wins.

“Bring on the spring,” Mamary said.
Colin Barber finished his wrestling

career with 89 victories, tied for sev-
enth all-time.

Here are the WHS wrestlers with
70-plus career wins:

Cory Posey 118, (tie) Christian
Barber and Mike Kalimtzis 110, Chris
Jordan 99, John Barnes 95, Onur
Tezucar 90, Mike Baly and Colin
Barber 89, Paul Jordan 88, Lee
Tomasso 87, Kevin Sullivan 83, John
Povalac 78, Glen Kurz 77, Brian
Bulger 76, Kyle Kania 75, David
Tinnesa 72, Ethan Powell 71, Paco
Gonzalez 70.

THEY SAID IT
Before WHS’s recent scrimmage

against Delaware Valley at the Jack
Cust Baseball Academy in Raritan
Township, a couple of parents were
surprised to find out that the writer of
the Devil’s Den actually coached vet-
eran WHS mentor Bob Brewster with
the Y All-Stars basketball team back
in the mid-1960s. In addition to play-
ing in the Town Basketball League at
now-defunct Columbus School, the
All-Stars toured north/central Jersey
on Saturday nights during 1965, ’66
and ’67.

What memories, traveling to Long
Branch, Hackensack, Ridgewood,
Summit, Rahway and Perth Amboy.
Our roster was a Who’s Who of WHS
athletes and WHS basketball cuts of
that period, including Greg Chlan,
Willie Crampton, Dave King, Jeff
Bauer, Tom Quimby, Jay Stevens,
Jim Smith, Jerry Sullivan, Bill
Mammen, Chuck Hood, Roscoe
Hunton, Donnie Smith, Don Ander-
son, Bill Paden, Ralph Dello Russo,
Ken Trimmer, Pat Davies, Bobby
Flynn, Fred Byrne, Rick Thorne, Ed
Down, Mike Mease, Dennis Felter,
Billy Meyer, Dunker Danks, Pete Rub,
John O’Shaughnessy, Richie
Papaccio, Bob Cutrer and Craig Stein
among others.

They’re now all … uh … in … their
… 60s … but back to those two par-

ents:
“You’re kidding me, right? Brew

coached you is what you meant,
right?” said one.

“Nope,” was my reply.
“I don’t believe it. You look way

younger than Brew. You look great
for whatever your age is,” said the
other.

“What are your sons’ names again?”
was my reply.

THE OL’ REDHEAD
Next weekend, April 12 to be pre-

cise, Hollywood will give us “42,”
the story of Jackie Robinson, who
broke baseball’s color barrier in 1947.
Chadwick Boseman plays Robinson,
Harrison Ford is Dodgers owner
Branch Rickey and Lucas (“Friday
Night Lights”) Black is Pee Wee
Reese, the shortstop from Kentucky
who supported Robinson’s cause.

And getting the role of announcer
Red Barber is John C. McGinley, the
oldest child of WHS Hall of Famer
Gerry McGinley (’48). John C. has
been sprouting his acting wings, from
his humble beginnings on Broadway,
through movies like “Platoon,” “Wall
Street,” “Talk Radio,” “Point Break,”
“Se7en” and “The Rock”, up to his
starring role as Dr. Cox on “Scrubs.”
And now he gets to play the ol’ red-
head.

BOOK IT
Author Joseph Monninger – a.k.a.

Broad Street Joe Monninger (WHS
’71), star quarterback and third
baseman at WHS – recently pub-
lished a new book. It’s called “Mar-
garet from Maine,” and it’s another
novel set in Monninger’s beloved New
England.

When he isn’t writing books – cur-
rently his resume includes 14 novels
and three non-fiction books, includ-
ing one on boxer “Two-Ton” Tony
Galento – or hitch-hiking across
America or biking across Europe,
Monninger has spent 30 years as a
professor at various colleges, most
recently Plymouth (N.H.) State Uni-
versity.

One of his early novels, the excel-
lent “New Jersey,” was compared to
“The Catcher in the Rye” by noted
author Pat Conroy, a pretty decent
writer himself, who penned “The
Great Santini,” “The Lords of Disci-
pline” and “My Losing Season,”
among others.

I just finished re-reading
Monninger’s “Second Season” and
it’s really good. It has numerous
Westfield references, including the
book’s main character, Brennan, ask-
ing his daughter’s prom date, a start-
ing tackle at WHS, who they lost to
that year. “Scotch Plains?” (Spoiler
alert: the answer was no.) And the
kicker on the Plainfield Red Oaks is a
guy named Knoblock (the kicker on
Monninger’s 1969-70 WHS teams

was Don Knobloch.) The jacket de-
sign also has a Westfield touch. It was
done by Stacey Farley (WHS ’73).

MARINARO’S REVENGE
In December 1966, Westfield jun-

ior quarterback Bob Brewster (’68)
won something called the Mariners
Award Trophy in Atlantic City. This
was the second year of the honor,
presented by the Merchant Marine
Academy in Kings Point, N.Y. Run-
ners-up were New Milford’s Ed
Marinaro and Cranford’s Roy Knauer.
The trio earned a trip to New York
City for the 1966 Heisman Trophy
presentation at the Downtown Ath-
letic Club.

Marinaro went on to a solid career
at Cornell (second in the Heisman
Trophy to Auburn’s Pat Sullivan in
1971) and in the NFL, playing in two
Super Bowls with Minnesota. And he
got his “revenge” on Westfield in
1981. Mark Metcalf (WHS ’64), who
had won acclaim for his portrayal of
ROTC leader Douglas C.
Neidermayer in “National Lampoon’s
Animal House,” was “Officer Harris”
during the first season of TV’s
groundbreaking “Hill Street Blues.”
But his character was killed off early
in the run, and Marinaro stepped into
the prime role of Officer Joe Coffey,
which he played for five years.

OOPS
Another WHS graduate who has

gone on to continue playing sports in
college – and who we overlooked in
last month’s listings – is Kyle Star. A
freshman at Montclair State, he had a
good winter track season in the 60-
meter dash, the 200 and the 4x200
relay. He’s involved in 100- and 200-
meters and 4x100 relay this spring.

DEVIL OF THE MONTH
Brian Bulger would make a great

poster boy for staying with the sys-
tem, biding your time until it’s your
turn, and then producing big-time.
The 182-pound wrestler is the Devil
of the Month for March.

After going 1-0 as a freshman 145-
pound backup, mostly to Brian Henry,
he split varsity 160-pound duties with
Mike DeLouisa as a sophomore, go-
ing 13-5. As a junior at 171, Bulger
jumped to a 25-9 record. But nobody
outside the Bulger family could have
expected what his senior year would
produce.

He had a 37-3 final record, the sec-
ond most single-season wins in school
history. Individual championships at
Nutley’s Maroon Raider Classic and
Roselle Park’s Panther Invitation over
the holiday break, followed by a Union
County Tournament title. After losing
at districts, he bounced back with a
victory at the Region 3 tournament,
WHS’s first region champion since
Onur Tezucar in 1999. Bulger capped
his season by reaching the state
quarterfinals in Atlantic City.

Devil of the Month
Brian Bulger

Wrestling

adding to his UCT second doubles
crown he grabbed in 2011.

“We have a young team. We have a
few freshmen and sophomores in the
lineup, but that’s not anything to worry
about. We are still going to have a
strong team. We are still going to
dominate the county and, hopefully,
make a good run in the states,” Greene
said.

Last year, Cafiero won the UCT at
second doubles and finished with a
23-3 record. This season, Cafiero will
team with sophomore Ben Cymbala
at first doubles.

“Like Adam said, we have a few
freshmen and sophomores who are
going to make contributions, but we
have senior experience that will help
bind us together and help make a run
for the states. And I think we will
crush the competition in the coun-
ties,” Cafiero said.

Thompson, who owns a UCT sec-
ond singles and a second doubles
title, played the best of the best last
year at first singles. He placed fourth
at first singles in the UCT. Despite
playing most of the best players in the
state, Thompson finished with a 17-
13-1 record.

“Basically going off what my other
two captains said, I think with the
young team who will add some en-
ergy, the senior guidance will bring
the team together pretty well. We
have a strong team and we will see
how far we can go. We have third
singles, Tyler Roth, who is a strong
player. He has played a lot of USTA
tournaments. We have a couple of
sophomores who are impressive,”

Thompson said.
According to Coach Kapner, Roth,

a freshman, “Is ranked 50th in the
Eastern section of the States of the
USTA. He has lots of experience. We
are very happy to have him as our
third singles player joining Adam and
Scott.”

In addition to defending their UCT
crown that they have won the past
eight years, the Blue Devils have a
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
crown to defend, after downing JP
Stevens, 4-1, for top honors. The Blue
Devils fell one shy of grabbing the
Group 4 title when they lost to West
Windsor South.

Of the competitive mix of sopho-
mores and freshmen, sophomore Jack
Siegel and freshman Matt Osment
won the second doubles spot.

The team competition this year will
be no easier than in previous years. It
may, perhaps, be even more chal-
lenging. The Blue Devils began the
first of seven straight school days of
matches with Mountain Lakes on
April Fools. The Blue Devils will
host rival Scotch Plains-Fanwood to-
morrow, Friday, April 5, at 4 p.m.

“We search out the best competi-
tion in the state. Regular-season
matches, in addition, both Scotch
Plains and Summit are improved to
give us a run for our money. We have
seven consecutive matches. If the
weather holds, we will know a lot by
the end of that week,” Coach Kapner
said.

David B. Corbin (April 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREPARING A RETURN IN A TOUGH MATCH…Blue Devil junior Scott
Thompson prepares to return the ball in his match with Raider freshman Jeffrey
Rodgers at first singles in Fanwood on April 11, 2012.

Probitas Verus Honos

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 7th • 1-4PM
6 Normandy Drive

Westfield. Situated on over ½ acre of private property in Westfield, this spacious Colonial provides convenience
and tranquility. Pride of ownership is evident through-out with meticulous maintenance and thoughtful updates.
Four big bedrooms, 2 ½ baths, a large updated eat-in kitchen, family room with wood burning fireplace, three
season porch, bluestone patio, full finished basement, and two car garage provide room for very comfortable
living. Conveniences such as the first floor laundry room, central air conditioning, central vacuum, sprinkler
system, new windows, hardwood floors, gas bar-b-que, plentiful closets and storage add to the ease of living in
this home. The yard extends back to the cul–de-sac behind and Edison Intermediate School sports field. This
home is within walking distance of all schools and town, yet it is on a quiet horseshoe street with minimal
activity. Enjoy all that Westfield has to offer – the excellent schools, wonderful downtown, community spirit,
vibrant cultural scene – in this home which provides the location, property and abundant living space you are
looking for. Please come to the open house on April 7th or call me for a private showing. Offered for $829,900.
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