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THOMPSON, GREENE, CAFIERO SELECTED CAPTAINS

Blue Devils Have Good Mix
Of Youth, Seniors in Tennis

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Count on, not out, this year’s
Westfield High School boys tennis
team to be good bets to successfully
defend its Union County Tournament
(UCT) title and to be contenders in
the sectional tournament. The Blue
Devils may have several young play-
ers on the varsity this year, but they
also have three experienced seniors.

“It’s an interesting mix. Two fresh-
men, two sophomores will join the
seniors in the starting lineup. Again,
that’s yet to be determined officially,
but it’s a nice mix of quality seniors
with lots of experience and kind of
the beginning of the next generation.
Looks like a bunch of young men and
we will see how they grow during the
year to determine how successful we
will be. If they evolve the way I think

they will by the time counties and
sections come around, we will be a
force to be reckoned with,” Blue Devil
Head Coach George Kapner said.

Senior team captains Scott Thomp-
son, Adam Greene and Justin Cafiero
all have UCT titles under their belts
in their respective flights. Greene
claimed the UCT second singles
crown last year and finished 21-11-2,
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RENFREE, MIKLAS, SALITUTO, CHARLES, VALDES LEAD

Raiders Gaining Confidence
In Spring Girls Track Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Large numbers with added talent
mixed with the talents of several vet-
erans have given the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls track &
field team added confidence heading
into this spring season.

“We have a lot of new people out.
Probably around 90 girls, which is
the most we have ever had. We had a

pretty good winter season. We tied
for second in the county relays with
Cranford. We traditionally don’t have
as good as a indoor team as we have
an outdoor team. There are certain
events we have that aren’t indoor
events, so it gives me some confi-
dence going into this spring,” Raider
Head Coach Jeff Koegel said.

Senior Sam Renfree has provided
the Raiders with stability in all three

of the field events, especially in the
javelin.

“Sam’s best event is the javelin by
far. We are hoping to get her in the
Penn Relays. She threw really well
last year. She is definitely one of the
best kids we’ve had coming through
the program,” Coach Koegel said.

Senior Christy Monroy, an All-State
soccer player, is expected to compete

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGARS READY TO ROAR…The Cougar girls and boys track & field teams are looking forward to a rewarding season.
Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Keara Reilly, Aaryn Wichelns, Regine Hunter, Bryanna Grant and Ashley McGuire;
back row, Brendon Donovan, Rob Kessler, Pat Lynch, Rob O’Shaughnessy, Jake Waleski, Tom Feeney and Connor
McMahon. See story on page 13.
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BURGDORF, WILLIAMSON NAMED TEAM CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Lax Boys Stress
‘Accountability’ this Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Talent is a plus, however, getting
that talent to act as one cohesive unit
is even more important. In order to
accomplish that atmosphere, this
year’s Westfield High School boys
lacrosse team and coaches are focus-
ing on total accountability.

“It’s actually for us more of a full
team game. We are not seeing the

field as two separate sides, a defense
and an offense. It’s the whole field,
the whole team, one team! We are
expecting contributions from every-
body, from our down defenders get-
ting the ball up and out to our
midfielders getting the ball downfield
to the scorers, and our attackers fin-
ishing. We have a talented group that
is going to have some spread around
scoring,” Blue Devil Head Coach

Patrick Tuohy said.
Despite graduating a strong group of

seniors last year, the Blue Devils have
returned nine experienced starters
spread across the board, offensively
and defensively. Seniors Jack Flaherty
and Nick Arnold will head a potent
attack force, which also includes junior
Chris Aslanian and sophomore Luke
Prybylski. Seniors Matt Webb, Matt
Keaveney, Jack Colwell, Mike Cash
and Henry Smith will join juniors Dane
Huber and Patrick Decker in the
midfield. Senior Kyle Hewitt and fresh-
man Jack Cash will handle the face-
offs. The long stick middies are senior
Tim Walsh, sophomore Danny
McHugh and freshman Owen Colwell.

“We’ve got a really good core group
of seniors. We have some young play-
ers who are going to contribute. We
are going to play fast. That’s our big-
gest thing. We are looking for space on
teams, and we are really going to take
it to them,” Coach Tuohy said.

The team captains are seniors Chris-
tian Burgdorf and goalkeeper Garrett
Williamson and both will be invalu-
able on defense. Burgdorf, a First
Team All-Fitch, First Team All-State
Group 4 and team MVP on defense,
will be joined in the back with senior
Mike Fitzhenry, junior Jake Kaplan
and sophomore Jack Simcox. Senior

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL TRI-CAPTAINS…Seniors Justin Cafiero, left, Scott Thompson, center, and Adam Greene expect to lead the
Blue Devil boys tennis team to another successful season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY COMPETITIVE GROUP…The Raiders’ boys and girls track teams are expected to be quite competitive. Pictured,
left to right, are: James Kaiser, Justine Valdes, Christine Miklas, Christine Charles, Samantha Renfree and Billy Castore.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TEAM CAPTAINS…Seniors Christian Burgdorf, left, and Garrett Williamson
have been selected captains of the Blue Devils boys lacrosse team.

Softball Blue Devils Top Cougars
In 9th, 4-3 – Story Next Week


