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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Linda Carter, chair
lcarter@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Letters to
the Editor

Where Is Oversight of
Prosecutor’s Budget?
I would agree with you (editorial,

March 28) that getting “druggies and
bedlamites” off our streets should be
paid for, but will more money bud-
geted to the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office accomplish that?
Who can say that five more detec-
tives would not be added to the unit
tasked with following ex-intimates
of Joseph Cryan, or some freeholder,
or some “connected” politico, or some
other Union County employee, or
you or me?

Could anybody who perceived
themselves as being harassed by
someone with whom they had had a
deviant sexual relationship command
a surveillance detail of 13 officers for
however many days, weeks, months,
or years? Can there be any oversight
of how the prosecutor spends our
money?

I asked these questions of the free-
holders at the last meeting and they
told me to go ask the prosecutor. I do
not control the budget of the prosecu-
tor. They do and they should be ask-
ing these questions.

John Bury
Kenilworth

How Does Cutting Scotch Plains
Library Budget Make Any Sense?

Fanwoodian Wants No Merger With
Acrimonious Scotch Plains Politics

Would Gary Kehler Say - The Olympic
IOC Should Be Ashamed Of Itself?

In a letter published on March 28,
Rich Fortunato of Scotch Plains ques-
tions whether that municipality’s
former township manager truly re-
signed voluntarily, as municipal offi-
cials maintain. Mr. Fortunato ex-
presses doubts that an 18-week sev-
erance payment, such as the former
manager received, is customary or
required in the case of a voluntary
resignation.

Thus Mr. Fortunato states, “obvi-
ously” the former manager “was, es-
sentially, fired.” He also states that
since Scotch Plains’ current mayor
took office, almost all of the
municipality’s professional service
providers (lawyers, engineers, etc.)
have been replaced.

As a resident of Fanwood for 30-
plus years, through both Democratic
and Republican mayors, I can recall
no instance in Fanwood in which the
supposed ‘voluntariness’ of a major
official’s resignation was questioned.
In contrast to the cooperative and
respectful spirit among Fanwood’s
officials of both parties, partisan ac-
rimony seems to break out frequently
in Scotch Plains. Fanwood’s munici-
pal character is very different from
that of its larger neighbor.
Fanwoodians can keep it that way by
opposing merger with Scotch Plains.
They will likely save money on sev-
erance payments as well.

David B. Harris
Fanwood

I’ve been attending the Scotch
Plains public budget workshops these
last few weeks and there is one thing
which I wanted to bring to the public’s
particular attention. The plan is to cut
the library’s budget.

At one of the meetings, the director
of the Scotch Plains Public Library,
Ms. Meg Kolaya, gave a nice presen-
tation about all the programs that the
library has been doing lately. She
also gave the council information
about how the usage of the library in
Scotch Plains – from all parts of
town, mind you – is a lot higher than
in most other towns in New Jersey. (I
go there two or three times a month
and it is always crowded.) They have
a mobile web app, public Internet
connections, a big DVD collection,
adult books of course and a very busy
set of programs for children as well
as nighttime programs at their meet-
ing rooms. I’m not surprised that
their usage rate is so high. We have a
great library.

At the budget meetings, though, it
became clear that the Town Council
is planning on cutting the library’s
budget by $90,000. At the same time,
the budget overall proposes a more

than 7 percent increase in other spend-
ing this year! In a budget increasing
spending so much, the library is to be
cut? How does that make any sense?
Ms. Kolaya explained that staff cuts
and shorter hours were likely to oc-
cur if the library’s budget was cut by
that much.

The Council took no action to ad-
just the budget. As far as I know, as of
the writing of this letter, it has done
nothing to even give the library what
it got last year.

The library is a very important part
of our town. Providing a robust pub-
lic library is one of the most impor-
tant things a town can do for its resi-
dents. The importance of the library
is right up there with the police and
fire department, I think – or at least it
should be.

What a shame it will be if the
Council cuts the library’s budget. If
you agree, please contact the Council
and let them know you object. The
Council votes on the budget at its
next meeting, so there’s no time to
waste.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

Editor’s note: The author of this
letter is  a former wrestler for Westfield
High School and a Little League wres-
tling coach.

The Olympic IOC should be
ashamed of itself. Charged with the
responsibility of being the guardian
of the Olympic spirit, its recent deci-
sion to eliminate Freestyle and Greco
Roman wrestling as an Olympic sport
saddens and disgusts me.

Wrestling is mankind’s oldest sport
and the intensity of its one-to-one
competition combined with the de-
mands it makes on its participants
epitomizes that supposed Olympic
spirit. As my high school wrestling
coach, Gary Kehler, once remarked,
it’s probably the most natural sport
for young kids to engage in. It also
gives a lot of kids who are smaller the
opportunity to participate because
unlike a lot of sports, size doesn’t’
matter, but heart does.

Like a lot of young boys, I fol-
lowed my older brother into the sport
when I was 10. I loved it from the
very beginning. It was a natural ex-
tension of “rough-housing” with my
brother when we were young. That’s
what my dad called it when he was
yelling at us to stop because of the
potential damage to furniture. Of
course we ignored him, until in exas-
peration he would pick each of us up
by one ear, with our toes barely touch-
ing the ground and then proceed to
lecture us. That got our attention:
“Ok, Dad, we hear you. We’ll stop,
Dad…..Dad, let go of my ear!” It’s
amazing what you’ll agree to when
your ear is the only thing supporting
50 percent of your body weight.

I still remember my first match. I
wrestled in the 65-pound weight class
— with 10 other teams in the tourna-
ment there was only one other boy
small enough for me to wrestle. Shortly
after that, it seemed like all of my
friends began to grow. I grew too….just
not at the same rate. Five years later, I
weighed a grand total of about 90
pounds. It’s strange, but I never real-
ized how small that actually was until
my own son reached age 15. He wasn’t
particularly big but he still weighed
over 120 pounds. Wrestling gave me a
chance to be an athlete despite my
stature, being blind as a bat, and not
particularly “fleet of foot.”

 I know that wrestling is not ex-
actly “fan-friendly.” Anyone can
cheer when a player makes a shot in
basketball or scores a touchdown in
football without necessarily under-
standing the intricacies of what oc-
curred. It’s much harder to appreci-
ate what happens on a wrestling mat,
and unfortunately, unless you’ve done
it, you have no idea of the energy that
a six- or seven-minute match requires.
What I never imagined, however, was

that “fan-friendliness” was going to
become the primary criteria for what
sports were in the Olympics. Call me
naïve, but aren’t the Olympics sup-
posed to be about something more
than just television rating? If the an-
swer to that is “not really,” then the
IOC and the TV commentators should
really stop talking about the Olympic
“tradition.” And it’s not a question of
there just being a few countries that
send athletes to compete in wres-
tling. According to FLO Wrestling,
71 countries sent wrestlers to the last
summer Olympics; only Track and
Field, Swimming, and Women’s
Gymnastics had more.

To be really good at a sport, and
anything else for that matter, requires
work and a certain amount of self-
discipline. But wrestling is some-
what unique. It is competition in its
purest form…. a fight with rules —
except you don’t hit people, and most
of the time, no one gets hurt. We talk
about playing most sports — you
don’t “play” wrestling ….it’s a match
— not a game; its unusual intensity
means that it’s not for everyone. Los-
ing is seldom if ever “fun” and no-
body is going to turn pro. I’ve even
heard some college coaches estimate
that most kids burn out after an aver-
age of about seven years. Only the
best continue very long past that;
sadly for me, I wasn’t one of them,
but I never lost my love for the sport.

And still, every year thousands of
young people all over the world con-
tinue to take the risk that’s inherent in
any competition and walk out onto
wrestling mats to match their skills
and determination to that of an oppo-
nent. And there’s no question in my
mind — the kids that wrestle, win or
lose, are better off for having done it.
I’m not one of those people who
think that sports are a great metaphor
for life; life is a lot messier than the
straightforward winner or loser who
emerges from a sporting event. Nei-
ther do I think of life as a game. Talk
to anyone who wrestled for any length
of time and ask them what they
learned about themselves — about
what they put into this sport that
makes them different. I guarantee
you, that having been a wrestler is
still a part of their self-concept.

I don’t know if anything can be done
to get the IOC Administration to re-
verse its decision. I do know that if their
decision stands, the Olympics will be
losing something important……. even
if the average person doesn’t know the
difference between a single-leg
takedown and a lateral drop.

David Wight
Port Murray, N.J.

Westfield Lions Thank
Community, Stores

On Saturday, March 30, the
Westfield Lions Club held its 78th
annual Easter Egg Hunt for the chil-
dren of Westfield in the playground
area of Mindowaskin Park. We were
blessed with a beautiful day and the
children quickly gathered the plastic
eggs once the “go” command was
announced.

Inside approximately 800 eggs
there were coupons, donated by local
businesses, to be redeemed at their
stores. The Westfield Lions Club
would like to publicly thank Baron’s
Drugs, Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe,
Brummer’s Chocolates, Buona Pizza,
Casa Di Pizza, Lets Yo Yogurt, Philly
Pretzel and Swirl Whirl Yogurt for
your generous donations that helped
make the hunt a success.

The Lions would also like to thank
Amberg Perennial Farm for their gen-
erous donation of flowers, Chief
David Wayman and the Westfield
Police Department, and Claude
Shaffer and the Westfield DPW for
their invaluable assistance and sup-
port.

Douglas Schembs, Jr.
Secretary, Westfield Lions Club

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Malaise – Physical discomfort be-

fore an illness
2. Pundonor – A point of honor
3. Buntons – Horizontal timbers in a

mine shaft used for support
4. Clem – To starve or die of hunger

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

THEWS
1. Muscular power
2. Lightheartedness; cheerfulness
3. Horror; terror
4. Envy; resentment

SCLAFF
1. Brushwood and thorns for making

and reparing hedges
2. Scatter; disperse
3. In golf, to scrape a club along the

ground before hitting it
4. Turmoil

SCRIMER
1. A fencing master
2. A penguin
3. A maggot
4. Starvation

GROBIAN
1. A jewler’s gouging tool for working

in a depression, as in engraving metal
2. A monster fetus with the legs fused

and having one foot
3. A mendicant or homeless person
4. A person of rude or clownish man-

ners

Primary Filings Show Some
Surprises at State, Local Level

Candidates filed their nominating petitions by
Monday’s 4 p.m. official deadline for state and
municipal offices. In this Gubernatorial Election
year, there will be Republican Primary Election
battles this June in Westfield and Garwood, as well
as a Democratic Primary for State Senate in District
22 and in the race for Union County Freeholder and
Sheriff.

The scourge of party politics is to have challenges
in their Primaries – draining resources for the final
battle in the General Election – and creating consid-
erable ill will while disrupting cohesion.

In Westfield, residents will decide a mayoral race
in November between Republican incumbent An-
drew Skibitsky and Democratic Third Ward Coun-
cilman David Haas. While Matt Sontz is the sole
filer for the Democrats for Mr. Haas’ Ward 3 council
seat, the local GOP-endorsed candidate, David
Oliveira, is being challenged by two-time Union
County Freeholder candidate Diane Barabas.

The Westfield Democrats could not muster candi-
dates for Wards 1 and 2, so Republican Council
incumbents Sam Della Fera and Vicki Kimmins are
unchallenged for re-election.

Westfield Council Ward 4 could prove to be a real
battle in November, as former councilman, Demo-
crat Jack Walsh, has decided to suit up and challenge
incumbent Republican Councilman Keith Loughlin.

Among some other surprises are that no Demo-
crats filed by Monday’s deadline for two seats on the
Garwood Borough Council, yet three Republicans
filed. The Garwood GOP has been angry with Coun-
cilman James Mathieu ever since he joined the
council, with Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi removing
him from various committees he had served on. The
party has selected new Councilman Steven Blaufeder
and Mike Martin, who ran last year, as their candi-
dates.

Scotch Plains is interesting, as the race to fill one
unexpired council seat held by appointed Council-
man Lou Beckerman (D) will see a challenge in
November by newcomer Llewellyn Jones (R). The
Democrats took over the council majority and the
mayor’s seat in November, but a GOP win could lead
to some interesting votes next year due to the splin-
tered Dems.

Also, in Fanwood, Republicans have opted to only
run one candidate for two seats on the borough
council against Democratic Councilwoman Kathy
Mitchell and her running mate, Tom Kranz.

In the opinion of many, the GOP ought to fill out
their tickets in as many areas as possible, as they
might pick up seats on the coattails of a potential
reelection landslide by GOP Governor Chris Christie.

One option that parties or individuals can take is a
write-in campaign for offices in the Primary where
no candidate filed petitions. This ambush tactic has
been used in the past to surprise complacent candi-
dates.

At the county level, it appears some of the luster
has been lost by an organized effort called “Demo-
crats for Change,” who have been running candi-
dates in state Legislative District 20 as well as for
county offices. The group, now running under the
banner “Real Democrats For Change,” was previ-
ously supported by the Elizabeth Board of Educa-
tion. The BOE is said to only be supporting the
candidacy of Roselle Board of Education President
Donna Obe in her quest to unseat veteran Demo-
cratic state Senator Ray Lesniak. Two years ago,
Elizabeth BOE Assistant Superintendent Jerome
Dunn came within 800 votes out of 14,500 votes cast
of defeating Sen. Lesniak in the Primary.

Sen. Lesniak did not carry Elizabeth that year and
is said to have survived through support from Union
Township, spawned by his Assembly running mate,
Joe Cryan.

This year, Mr. Cryan has no competition in the
Primary but may be fighting for his political life in
the General Election, as dozens of tawdry e-mails
were surreptitiously released to the New York Post
from the Karen Golding affair. Will Mr. Cryan have
time to help out Mr. Lesniak this time?

The two competing “Change” candidate slates
each filed candidates to challenge long-time Demo-
cratic Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich. Many
wonder just how long Sheriff Froelich can continue
to hold office – even U.S. Senator Frank Lautenberg
is retiring (again).

While there are nine Democrats running for free-
holder, we wonder if anyone other than those en-
dorsed by the Union County Regular Democratic
Organization will be organized. There are slates
running under both the “Democrats For Change”
banner, running with Gubernatorial candidate Carl
Bergmanson, and “Real Democrats For Change,”
the group that has previously used the “Democrats
For Change” slogan in campaigns the past few years
for state and county offices.

Another oddity, Nancy Ward, former Democratic
Freeholder, has filed to challenge Democrat incum-
bent state Senator Nicholas Scutari from Linden in
District 22. Although Ms. Ward has a Westfield P.O.
box as her mailing address, that is not in District 22;
presumably she has a permanent address in Linden.

While there is considerable speculation with the
Primaries this year, in all likelihood, the old axiom
prevails – “The incumbents always win.”

See more letters on page 5

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

IS THIS THE
YEAR TO BE A
METS FAN?


