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SHERIFF’S BEST FRIEND…Union County Freeholder Chairman Linda Carter,
second from left, and Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski present a resolution to
Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich and members of the Sheriff’s K-9 Search
and Rescue Unit in honor of K9 Veterans Day that recognizes all working dogs
in the military and law enforcement. The Sheriff’s officers, from center to right,
are: Sgt. Brian Howarth, Officer Ryan Wilson, Officer Timothy O’Grady and
Sgt. John Gillespie. They are joined by retired Sheriff’s K9 Bingo.

Watershed Advisory Panel
To Develop Rain Gardens

RAHWAY  –  An objective has
been set by the Rahway River Water-
shed Stormwater Advisory Board, a
newly formed organization of con-
cerned citizens and officials, that over
1,000 rain gardens be developed over
the next two years in the 24 commu-
nities in the Rahway River Water-
shed from Millburn to Woodbridge.

The group says that recent extreme
weather patterns suggest a more sig-
nificant approach is needed to man-
aging storm water in the Rahway
River watershed.

“Rain gardens, besides providing
beneficial aspects to water quality,
will help to increase the time of con-
centration on a regional basis provid-
ing flood waters ‘time to peak’ which
will then reduce the depth of water
elevation in the river channels and
then also reduce the width of over-
the bank flows,” according to a press
release from the group.

Faced with the extreme prospects
of a next storm, the advisory board

said it has taken a major step to make
this objective of reducing peak flow
damage and will be working with
private and public partners to encour-
age homeowners and commercial
property owners to act on their own
and to get municipal governments
and school boards to implement a
regional plan.

Meeting for its March meeting in
Springfield, the new board has repre-
sentatives from Essex County to the
City of Rahway and includes mem-
bership from 11 communities.

The members include: Vaclav
Benes (Millburn), Bob McCoy
(Maplewood), Jim Housten
(Rahway), Eric Benson (Essex
County), Alyson Miller (Springfield),
Hortense Dias (Springfield), Carol
Berns (Cranford), Ed OMalley
(Cranford), David Schwartzberg
(Fanwood), Frank Klapinski
(Cranford), Jennifer Duckworth
(Millburn and Essex County),
Kaitalin Gordon (Orange) and John
Hrebin (Cranford). The board’s advi-
sors are Lynda Feder (Rahway River
Association) and Leo Coakley (Hatch
Mott Engineering).

The board also has on its agenda an
effort to evaluate and consider op-
tions to restore more of the flood
plain, to come up with best practice
stormwater management projects
where they can be done, and to de-
velop model ordinances and im-
proved planning and zoning board
training on stormwater management.

The next meeting of the advisory
board is scheduled for Thursday, April
11, at 7:30 p.m. at the Millburn Mu-
nicipal Building.

For additional information, contact
Dan Aschenbach at (908) 468-8806.

GW Edu. Foundation to
Hold Appreciation Dinner

GARWOOD  –  The Education
Foundation of Garwood (EFG), a
non-profit volunteer organization that
seeks to partner with the schools and
the community in the pursuit of edu-
cational excellence, has set Thurs-
day, April 25, as its next fundraising
event.

The annual appreciation dinner,
which will be held at the Westwood
in Garwood, recognizes the accom-
plishments of the “Garwood Educa-
tor of the Year” as well as the
“Garwood People Making a Differ-
ence” award. The “Making a Differ-
ence” award is given annually to
honor a person or persons from
Garwood who has impacted and/or
contributed to the borough in a posi-
tive way.

The EFG will honor the recipient
of the Garwood Educator of the Year,
Matthew Burke. Mr. Burke teaches
physical education in Lincoln School.
Additionally, he coaches the soccer
and baseball team, and the boys and
girls’ basketball teams.

This year’s “People Making a Dif-

ference Award” will be given to The
Garwood Fire Department and First
Aid Squad; both are volunteer orga-
nizations serving the residents.

The Fire Department is celebrat-
ing its 110th Anniversary while the
First Aid Squad is marking its 74th
year of service to the borough.

EFG will use the proceeds from the
dinner to fund grant programs ben-
efiting Garwood’s public schools and
provide Garwood student’ scholar-
ships awards.

Tickets for the evening, which in-
clude a buffet dinner, beer, wine and
music, are available for $45 per per-
son, and are available for purchase
from the school office, EFG Trustees
or by calling (908) 789-0331, exten-
sion 1450. Contributions or direct
inquiries may also be sent to the
EFG, c/o Lincoln School, 400 Sec-
ond Avenue, Garwood, N.J. 07207.

UC Resident Named
Middlesex Prosecutor
NEW PROVIDENCE  – Gover-

nor Chris Christie has selected fed-
eral prosecutor Andrew C. Carey of
New Providence as the next
Middlesex County prosecutor.

Mr. Carey an assistant U.S. Attor-
ney in the U.S. Attorney’s Office in
Newark, where he serves as chief of
the narcotics unit and Organized
Crime Drug Enforcement Task
Force.

Upon Senate confirmation, Mr.
Carey would replace Bruce J.
Kaplan, the Middlesex County Pros-
ecutor who was first appointed in
2002 by Governor James McGreevey
and reappointed to a second five-
year term by Governor Jon Corzine
in 2008. Kaplan’s term expired on
January 14, 2013, and he remains in
a holdover position. The nomina-
tion of Carey will be formally made
by Governor Christie before the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee’s next
scheduled meeting.

Mr. Carey received his bachelor
of arts degree from the American
University in Washington, where
he graduated magna cum laude. He
earned his law degree at the
Dickinson School of Law in
Carlisle, Pa.

Birdsall’ Assets Frozen
Following Indictments

TRENTON – The $41.6 million in
assets of Birdsall Services Group, a
large Monmouth County-based engi-
neering firm, have been frozen by a
judge following last week’s indict-
ment of its former CEO and six other
executives. Birdsall subsequently filed
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy, a move
that has been challenged by the state
Attorney General’s Office.

Birsdall, which has an office locally
in Cranford, has contracts with the
County of Union, which totaled over
$1.4 the past few years. Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders Chair-
woman Linda Carter said the charges
against Birdsall do not involve projects
in Union County where she said the
firm’s work has been “exemplary.”
She said the county is closely moni-
toring the case.

Birdsall, according to The Star-Led-
ger, sought bankruptcy protection to
pay its bills including payroll for its
325 employees. The AG told The Star-
Ledger that the company has nothing
to be distributed under bankruptcy be-
cause its assets have been seized.

Howard C. Birdsall, the largest share-
holder and former CEO of Birdsall Ser-
vices Group (BSG), and the other ex-
ecutives face charges that they conspired
in a scheme to avoid the restrictions of
New Jersey’s Pay-to-Play Act.

Under the scheme, instead of
Birdsall Services Group making cor-
porate political contributions to cam-
paigns and political organizations that
would disqualify it from public con-
tracts awarded by certain government
agencies, shareholders and employ-
ees of the firm made personal political
contributions of $300 or less, which
are deemed unreportable. Multiple
personal checks were bundled together
at BSG and sent to the appropriate
campaign or political organization. It
is alleged the shareholders and em-
ployees were then illegally reimbursed
by Birdsall through added bonus pay-
ments, and that the firm falsely omit-
ted the illegally reimbursed contribu-
tions in documents filed with the Elec-
tion Law Enforcement Commission
(ELEC) and with government agen-
cies that awarded the firm engineering
services contracts. The scheme alleg-
edly continued for more than six years

and involved hundreds of thousands
of dollars in contributions.

All of the defendants face first-degree
counts of conspiracy and money laun-
dering, as well as other charges. The
first-degree charges carry a sentence of
10 to 20 years in state prison, and the
money laundering counts also carry fines
and penalties of up to $1 million.

“These men allegedly participated
in a corrupt scheme in which they
made hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars in corporate political contribu-
tions, but disguised them as individual
contributions to evade our pay-to-play
law,” Attorney General Jeffrey Chiesa
said. “The defendants secured mil-
lions of dollars in public contracts for
which they should have been disquali-
fied. We have rules to prevent politi-
cally-connected firms from stacking
the deck in their favor in public con-
tracting, but these defendants alleg-
edly broke those rules and committed
serious crimes.”

The defendants are: Howard C.
Birdsall, who allegedly made at least
$49,808 in illegally reimbursed politi-
cal contributions; Thomas Rospos,
who was been charged in a prior in-
dictment in the case, but this indict-
ment supersedes the earlier one. He
allegedly made at least $241,000 in
illegally reimbursed political contri-
butions; William Birdsall, Howard
Birdsall’s brother, who  made at least
$74,459; Alan Hilla, Sr., who alleg-
edly made at least $148,309 in ille-
gally reimbursed political contribu-
tions; Scott MacFadden, who alleg-
edly made at least $77,957; James
Johnston, who allegedly made at least
$45,797, and Robert Gerard, 52, who
allegedly made at least $48,700.

 Each of the defendants is charged
with conspiracy (1st degree), two
counts of money laundering (1st de-
gree), making false representations
for government contracts (2nd de-
gree), misconduct by a corporate of-
ficial (2nd degree), tampering with
public records or information (3rd
degree), falsifying records (4th de-
gree), prohibited corporation contri-
butions through employees (4th de-
gree), and concealment or misrepre-
sentation of contributions or expen-
ditures (4th degree).
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Lesniak Ask Christie to
Sign Job Program

TRENTON – Senator Raymond
Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth) on Mon-
day urged Governor Chris Christie to
sign legislation on his desk that would
expand a job training program by
attracting funds from private con-
tributors which would be matched by
the federal government.

The bill, S-2366, would establish
the Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program Employment and
Training Demonstration Project.


