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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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•
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•

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

FANWOOD DEMS TICKET…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, center, poses
with 2013 Democratic candidates for Borough Council Tom Kranz and Council-
woman Kathy Mitchell.

Mitchell, Kranz Running
For Fanwood Council

FANWOOD  –  The Fanwood
Democratic Committee has nomi-
nated veteran Borough Council-
woman Kathy Mitchell for an un-
precedented sixth term and resident
Tom Kranz to run for the borough
council seat currently held by An-
thony Parenti, who is not seeking re-
election.

Ms. Mitchell, a 50-year resident of
Fanwood and retired nurse, is cur-
rently serving her 15th year as a mem-
ber of the council. She is currently
Fanwood police commissioner and
head of public safety. She also serves
on the board of the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library and is council liaison to
the Shade Tree Commission, Senior
Citizens Club and the Cultural Arts
Commission. She has a sister who

also lives in Fanwood.
Mr. Kranz moved to Fanwood in

1994 from his native Philadelphia.
He is director of communications at
Chelsea Senior Living at their corpo-
rate headquarters in Fanwood. He
has also been a volunteer EMT with
the Fanwood Rescue Squad for 14
years. His wife, Marianne, is director
of Meals on Wheels and volunteers at
SAGE Eldercare in Summit and is a
volunteer at the Contact/We Care cri-
sis hotline. They have two sons, one
of whom is a U.S. Capitol Police
officer, the other a junior at The Col-
lege of New Jersey.

Nominating petitions for Ms.
Mitchell and Mr. Kranz are being
submitted this week in time for the
Democratic Primary Election in June.

FANWOOD GOP TICKET…Republican Fanwood Borough Council candidate
Jean Michele Moore poses with Republican Committeewoman Nicole Cole of
Fanwood.

Jean Michele Moore Seeks
Fanwood Council Seat

FANWOOD  –  Jean Michele Moore
filed a petition of nomination in the
Republican Primary for a Borough
Counecil seat. Two seats are up in the
November election, one of which is
held by the only Republican Council-
man, Tony Parenti, who decided not to
seek re-election after six years of ser-
vice on the Borough Council.

Ms. Moore has resided in Fanwood
for four years with her husband,
Patrick, and children, Austin, Gwen,
Spencer and Reland. She is employed
as an executive sales professional with
the Sanofi Pharmaceutical Company.
She is a member of the Fanwood

Republican Committee and has par-
ticipated on the organizing commit-
tee for the annual Fanwood 5k Run.
She graduated from Western Michi-
gan University and received an MBA
from the University of Michigan.

“Many of my neighbors have urged
me to run to bring the perspective of
working women with families to the
Borough Council. I also think it is
very important that we maintain two-
party government in Fanwood. With
the support of my family and fellow
Republican committee members, I
look forward to the coming cam-
paign,” Ms. Moore said.

Haas Joined By Sontz, Walsh
On Westfield Dems Ticket

WESTFIELD  –  The Westfield
Democratic Committee has filed pe-
titions to run its candidates in the
Tuesday, June 4 Primary. Council-
man Dave Haas is running for mayor.
Matt Sontz is the candidate for the
Third Ward council seat, and former
Councilman John J. (“Jack”) Walsh
is the nominee for the Fourth Ward.

“Mr. Haas has been on council for
eight years, diligently representing
Third Ward residents with integrity,
good humor, and independence. He
has both experience and fresh
thoughts needed to lead Westfield as
its mayor,” Westfield Democratic
Chairwoman Janice Siegel said.

Councilman Haas and his wife,
Dana Stevens, have lived in Westfield
for 20 years. They raised their two
children, Jacob Stevens-Haas and
Claire Stevens-Haas, here. Jacob, a
graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy,
is now serving in the Navy on a
destroyer in the Pacific. Claire is a
junior at New York University.

The candidate holds a degree in
engineering physics from the Uni-
versity of Illinois and a Ph.D. in elec-
trical engineering from the Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley. For 20
years he worked on industrial re-
search and development, as a re-
searcher, product development engi-
neer, manager of development teams,
and technical director for major cor-
porations. Now he teaches electrical
engineering at the New Jersey Insti-
tute of Technology (NJIT).

Mr. Sontz and his wife Lillian have
lived in Westfield for 10 years. They
have three children: Tyler, 9; Dylan,
5, and Skylar, 1. Tyler is a student at
Jefferson School and Dylan is a stu-
dent at Lincoln School.

He Sontz is a Westfield business
owner with a solo law practice in
town. He has practiced law for 10
years and was a mechanical engineer
for the Department of Defense for
four years before that. He previously
ran for town council in 2007 and
2011. He has been a member of the
Union County Construction Board
of Appeals for six years, a Westfield
Democratic committeeman and ex-

ecutive committee member for six
years, and has been an assistant coach
for his son’s baseball teams for the
past three years.

Mr. Sontz’s service to Westfield
includes circulation and presentation
of a petition to the Town Council to
have the crossing guard at Sycamore
Street and Central Avenue replaced
after having been cut in a budget
reduction measure. The crossing
guard was restored. Mr. Sontz said he
plans to fight for increased public
safety by fully staffing the police and
fire departments, restoring all cross-
ing guards that have been cut, main-
taining Westfield’s roads through
proper paving and snow plowing,
fighting to restore Westfield’s bond
rating, and property tax fairness for
all.

Mr. Walsh is a 20-year resident of
Westfield. He has four children: Bart,
Tad, Gwen and Tim. Mr. Walsh was a
councilman representing the Third
Ward from 1997 through 2000. He
was chairman of the Public Works
Committee, a member of the Law
and Rules Committee and council
liaison to the Recreation Commis-
sion and Board of Education. He was
a Westfield Booster, a member of the
board of the Westfield Baseball As-
sociation and coached Westfield base-
ball, St. Helen’s basketball and
Westfield Soccer Association (WSA)
soccer. He has also taught high school
CCD at the Roman Catholic Church
of St. Helen’s, where he is a parishio-
ner.

He is a graduate of St. Joseph’s
College (now a university) and
Villanova University School of Law.
He practices transportation and mari-
time law in Manhattan.

Mr. Walsh stated, “I am very
pleased to once again be part of a
change in Westfield, as we did some
time ago. I am joining Dave Haas and
Matt Sontz who combine to make a
very strong ticket that will be very
competitive in November.”

For further information, contact
Janice Siegel at
Box99@comcast.com or (908) 789-
3272.

Assembly OKs Bill to Hike
Fines for Texting and Driving

Union County Invites Public
To Join Wellness Challenge

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is in-
viting the public to join the Small
Steps to Health and Wealth Spring
2013 SSHW Challenge. This free
online household wellness and bud-
geting tool is geared towards healthier
habits while saving money.

Rutgers University nutrition ex-
pert Karen Ensle, who is head of the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County, and Rutgers financial
expert Barbara O’Neill, created
SSHW in 2006. It has since been
adopted by the national Extension
system under the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

The Spring 2013 SSHW Challenge
is a free five-week online program
starting on Sunday, April 14 and end-
ing on Saturday, May 18. It is built
around strategies based on current
research on behavior change. Con-
gress established the Cooperative
Extension System in 1914 to connect
members of the general public di-
rectly with reliable, research-based
information that they can put to use
in their own lives.

“It has been well documented that,
when people monitor their behavior
and measure how they’re doing, they
are often inspired to do better and
achieve positive results,” explained
Ms. Ensle. “The Challenge is a great
way to convert goals, like losing
weight and saving money, into daily
action steps.”

The SSHW Challenge is based
on a group of recommendations to
be practiced on a daily basis. That
includes eating nutritious foods,
getting some physical activity, keep-
ing track of spending, and using the
Internet, books, media or other
forms of learning to improve knowl-
edge of nutrition and personal fi-
nances.

Participants can also tailor the rec-
ommendations to include their own
unique daily challenges. Points are

awarded for following each daily rec-
ommendation. As participants enter
their personal data online, they get to
see their daily point totals along with
a bar graph that compares their
progress to the average scores of ev-
eryone else participating in the Chal-
lenge.

Prizes are awarded to those with
the highest scores. To sign up for the
Spring 2013 SSHW Challenge, visit
the Rutgers SSHW website at
njaes.rutgers.edu/sshw/, and follow
the “Challenges” link.

For more information about all
Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County programs, call the
Extension offices in Westfield at
(908) 654-9854 or visit
njaes.rutgers.edu.

TRENTON  –  Legislation spon-
sored by Assemblywoman Nancy
Muñoz (R-21, Summit),  that
would increase fines for drivers
speaking on a hand-held phone or
texting while operating a vehicle
has been approved by the state
Assembly.

Under current law, the fine for this
motor vehicle violation is $100. Asw.
Muñoz’ bill, S-69/A-1080, would
raise fines from $200 to $400 for a
first offense; $400 to $600 for a sec-
ond violation; and $600 to $800 for a
third or subsequent offense. Three
motor vehicle points would also be
applied at the time of a third or sub-
sequent offense.

“Driving is a privilege that comes
with the responsibility of devoting
one’s full attention to the road,” Asw.
Muñoz said. “Those who fail to take
this responsibility seriously endan-
ger themselves, their passengers and
other drivers. When a person is ille-
gally using a cell phone or texting,
they are distracted and pose a serious

risk to other drivers and pedestrians.
It only takes a moment of inattention
to cause a lifetime of irreparable harm
for someone or their family. Respect-
ing and abiding by the rules of the
road is not an option, it is manda-
tory.”

The bill also would permit a court,
at its discretion, to impose a 90-day
driver’s license suspension upon a
third or subsequent offense. In addi-
tion, third and subsequent offenders
would be assessed three motor ve-
hicle penalty points.

In June 2012, the bill was approved
by the Senate, 37-0.

Lance Comments on
House Budget Reso.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) released the
following statement after voting on
March 21 in support of the House
Republican budget resolution for the
fiscal year 2014: “The U.S. House
has put forth and passed a respon-
sible, balanced budget that serves as
a guiding vision of America’s fiscal
future. With our economy still strug-
gling, unemployment at 7.7 percent
and the country $16.7 trillion in debt,
the House Republicans have pre-
sented a fiscal blueprint that will bal-
ance the budget, create jobs and put
more money in the pockets of
hardworking American taxpayers.”

Assembly Budget Panel
To Hear Revenue Report

TRENTON – The state Assembly
Budget Committee will meet today,
Thursday, April 4 to hear from the
state treasurer and the legislative bud-
get officer on the proposed state bud-
get and projected revenues and to
consider the proposed New Jersey
Economic Opportunity Act of 2013.

The meeting will begin at 10 a.m.
in Committee Room 11 on the fourth
floor of the state House Annex in
Trenton.  The committee will first
hear a budget overview and revenue
forecast from the Office of Legisla-
tive Services. It will then hear testi-
mony from state Treasurer Andrew
Sidamon-Eristoff.

After the treasurer’s testimony the
committee will consider the economic
development legislation (A-3680).
TheAct  would expand two economic
development incentive programs –
the Grow New Jersey Assistance Pro-
gram and the Economic Redevelop-
ment and Growth Grant Program,
while phasing out three other eco-
nomic development incentives.

Christie Signs Law for
Tanning Age Restrictions

TRENTON –  Governor Chris
Christie has signed into law legisla-
tion that prohibits people younger
than 14 from spray tanning and those
younger than 17 from using tanning
beds in tanning facilities. Seventeen-
year-olds can use tanning beds only
if a parent or guardian is present for
initial consultation. The bill ( S-1172)
includes a $100-degree penalty for a
first offense and $200 for each subse-
quent offense. Tanning  are subject to
$1,000 fines for first offense, $2,000
for second offense, and $2,000 with a
five-day suspension of operations for
each subsequent offense.

Assembly Passes Bill to
Bolster 9-1-1 Response

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Assembly Democrats
Annette Quijano and Joseph Cryan,
representing the 20th Legislative Dis-
trict, that would enable 9-1-1 opera-
tors to quickly make additional re-
quests for ambulatory service if the
first call out for aid does not receive
a timely response was recently ap-
proved by the full Assembly.

“Every moment after a 9-1-1 dis-
patcher answers a call is valuable to
saving the life of the person or per-
sons on the other end,” Asw. Quijano
said. “Mere minutes can make the
difference between life and death in
an emergency situation. If the first
responder does not respond, there
should be a second call ready to be
made for back up.”

 “9-1-1 operators are our direct line
of communication to the help we
need in serious situations,” Asm.
Cryan (D-Union) said. “Giving them
the leeway to take the necessary steps
in providing efficient and rapid re-
sponse is common sense. This is a
small amendment to procedure that
can make a life-saving impact
throughout New Jersey.”

The bill (A-1098) would establish
a standard operating procedure for 9-
1-1 dispatchers that requires them to
call for mutual aid assistance within
10 minutes if the basic life support
ambulance service provider initially
contacted does not respond.

Under current law, the ambulance
service provider initially called to an
emergency must notify the dispatcher
within 10 minutes. The dispatcher must
issue at least one additional call at five
minutes from the initial call to ensure
the call was received. The bill would
enable the dispatcher to concurrently
contact a mutual aid basic life support
ambulance on all emergency calls
when an ambulance provider fails to
respond to a dispatched call.

The bill passed 77-0 in an after-
noon Assembly session held on
Thursday, March 21. It will now go to
the Senate for further consideration.

Christie Signs Pilot
Jobs Program for Mil.
TRENTON  – A pilot jobs program

between the New Jersey Turnpike Au-
thority and the Helmets to Hardhat Pro-
gram (NJ-H2H) that will help former
military personnel find employment in
the construction trades has been signed
into law by Governor Chris Christie.


