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FWC-III to the west, expressed
skepticism about EP’s intention to
eliminate the alleyway on the east-
ern side of the building.

Ms. Ling questioned why more
public input on the proposed vari-
ance had not been solicited. “My
question is, why is there not a little
more discussion and comment on
the original concept as to why we
would have that walkway there?”
she said.

Borough Engineer Dominic
Carrino told Ms. Ling that the
borough’s decision was influenced,
in part, by meetings with the state
Department of Transportation
(D.O.T.) regarding pedestrian
safety. “They don’t want a mid-
block crosswalk,” he said.

Mayor Colleen Mahr asked Mr.
Jaworski whether the pavilion area
would include electrical outlets and
attractive lighting to facilitate com-
munity gatherings. Mr. Jaworski re-
plied that outlets on the FWC-II
and FWC-I buildings that flank the
pavilion area would be at the
borough’s disposal. He agreed to
add decorative lighting to the area.

The board also considered aes-
thetic concerns about the munici-
pal parking lot, including whether
to pave interior parking lot walk-
ways and whether additional islands
and landscaping in the main park-
ing area would be desirable.

Councilman and Planning Board
liaison Jack Molenaar said concrete
sidewalks would be easier to shovel
in the winter, would last longer than
pavers and would present fewer trip-
ping hazards. He asserted, “Our
sidewalks are in concrete in the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Planning Board
downtown. We just use pavers as an
edge treatment, because they don’t
work.” Since the borough will ulti-
mately own and maintain the park-
ing lot, it would be best to “keep it
simple,” he said.

Mr. Molenaar also opined that
clearing and maintaining the park-
ing lot would be easier with fewer
central islands and more open space.
Mayor Mahr countered that green-
ery might beautify the lot enough to
justify additional maintenance. The
board will decide internally how to
resolve the landscaping needs be-
fore asking EP to submit new land-
scaping plans.

Another subject of discussion was
a paved path on the western side of
the complex, connecting the pavil-
ion area to FWC-III and LaGrande
Avenue. The space for the walkway
is on private property; EP would
require an easement in order to add
it. Mr. Checchio indicated that EP
would be willing to provide labor
but not necessarily to cover costs,
should the borough grant an ease-
ment.

“At this time, I don’t know that
we have a clear path to completing
that path. But we’d like to see it
done,” he said.

The board heard partial testimony
from traffic expert Joseph Staigar
about how the lot would meet the
complex’s parking demands, before
deciding to continue hearing the
application at the next meeting.

In other news, the board granted
approval to Toro Management to
rent space at 27 South Avenue to a
new business, Kick Boxing Fitness
Center.

Photo courtesy of Robin Musso
TIMES AROUND THE WORLD...Jack and Kate Musso of Fanwood enjoy The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times while at the beautiful Grand Place in Brussels,
Belgium last week during spring break.

Councilman William Vastine.
Fanwood voters will elect two coun-

cil members this year. Veteran Demo-
cratic Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell is joined by running mate
Tom Kranz, director of communica-
tions at Chelsea Senior Living. Repub-
lican Jean Michele Moore, a pharma-
ceutical sales executive, is also seeking
the seat. Republicans did not file a
second candidate.

GOP Councilman Anthony Parenti,
the borough’s former police chief, is
not seeking reelection after eight years
on the council. Democrats hold a 5-1
majority on the borough council, in
addition to the mayor’s office.

In Mountainside, 15-year Republi-
can incumbent Glenn Mortimer is seek-
ing reelection. He is joined by Rene
Dierkes, the borough’s representative
to the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA). Jeffrey Wass is not
seeking reelection after six years on the
borough council. No Democrats filed
for council seats on the all-GOP gov-
erning body.

In Garwood, the local GOP gave the
party line to newly sworn-in Council-
man Steven Blaufeder and Michael
Martin, who ran unsuccessfully for
council in 2012. Incumbent GOP Coun-
cilman James Mathieu, who was not
backed by the local GOP committee, is
running for reelection under the slogan
“Conservative Republican.” Demo-
crats, who hold a 4-2 majority on the
borough council, did not file any candi-
dates.

Cranford Democratic incumbent
Committeeman Kevin Campbell and
his running mate, Kelly Howard, will
face Republicans Mary O’Connor and
Robert D’Ambola. Democrats hold a
3-2 edge on the township committee.
Republican Committeeman Andis
Kalnins is not seeking reelection.

At the county level, incumbent
Democratic Freeholders Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford and Linda Carter
of Plainfield are joined by newcomer
Sergio Granados of Elizabeth on the
Regular Democratic Organization of
Union County line.

They face a June Primary Election
challenge from two separate slates of
candidates. Running under the slogan
“Democrats for Change,” affiliated with
gubernatorial candidate Bergmanson,
are Linden residents Jacqueline Will-
iams and Charles Cascone and Janet
Reynolds of Roselle. Running under
the banner “Real Democrats For
Change” are Carlos Cedeño of Eliza-
beth, Richard Starling of Union and
Madeline Fajardo of Elizabeth.

Republicans have selected former
Springfield Township Committeeman

Marc Krauss, Ira Geiger of Union and
Philip Mark Martini of Westfield.
Democrats have held a 9-0 majority on
the board since 1998.

Long-time Union County Demo-
cratic Sheriff Ralph Froehlich of Union
faces a Primary challenge from Rich-
ard Puschel of Linden, running under
the slogan “Safety-Security-Not Poli-
tics,” and Charles E. Mitchell, Sr. of
Linden, a former candidate for sheriff
who is using the slogan “Real Demo-
crats For Change.” No Republican can-
didates filed for sheriff.

At the state level, Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick of
Westfield, the Republican minority
leaders of their respective houses, and
Nancy Munoz of Summit, are seeking
reelection in District 21, which includes
Westfield, Cranford, Garwood and
Mountainside. Filing for the Demo-
crats are Senate candidate Michael
Komondy of Basking Ridge and As-
sembly candidates Norman Albert of
Cranford, an attorney who has run
multiple times for the Assembly, and
newcomer Jill Anne Lazare, an attor-
ney from Summit.

In District 22, Democratic incum-
bent state Senator Nicholas Scutari of
Linden is being challenged in his party’s
Primary by former Union County Free-
holder Nancy Ward of Linden. Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender of Scotch
Plains and Assemblyman Jerry Green
of Plainfield, who are not being chal-
lenged in the Primary, will face Repub-
licans Robert Sherr, former Middlesex
Borough mayor and retired Westfield
Regional Health Department director,
and Assembly candidates John
Campbell, Jr. of Plainfield and former
Middlesex Borough Councilman Jef-
frey First for Assembly. Mr. First also
ran for the Assembly in 2011. District
22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Plainfield.

In District 20, long-time state Sena-
tor Ray Lesniak of Elizabeth will have
a Primary challenge from Donna Obe,
the Roselle Board of Education presi-
dent, who is running under the slogan
“Real Democrats For Change.” As-
semblyman Joseph Cryan of Union
and Assemblywoman Annette Quijano
of Elizabeth are not being challenged
in the Primary. District 20 includes
Elizabeth, Hillside, Union Township
and Roselle.

Republican candidates in District 20
are Senate hopeful John Donoso of
Elizabeth, a member of the Elizabeth
Board of Education, and Assembly
candidates Christopher Hackett and
Charles Donnelly, both Union Town-
ship residents. Mr. Donoso ran for the
Assembly in 2011.
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in the expansion of the county police
dispatch services  to municipalities.

During the public comment at
Thursday’s meeting, two county resi-
dents and one Middlesex County resi-
dent asked the freeholders for assis-
tance in an effort to stop Verizon Wire-
less and T-Mobile from receiving the
necessary permits to construct a 125-
foot-high monopole at Hillside Cem-
etery on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

A state Appeals Court panel on March
11 overturned a 2010 decision by the
Scotch Plains Board of Adjustment
and a subsequent state Superior Court
ruling upholding that decision.

Nancy Piwowar of Plainfield said
she was “very concerned about the
potential impact that the T-Mobile/
Verizon cell tower in Hillside Cem-
etery will have on the cultural land-
scape of Union County.” She said there
are wetlands in the area where the cell
tower would be located, including a
stream and glacier pond, as well as
undeveloped wooded areas nearby. She
said homes are located nearby on Frank
Street.

Ms. Piwowar said the state Historic
Preservation Office “has determined
that there is no effect on historic prop-
erties in the area.”

“As a local historian, I take umbrage
with that,” she said, noting that the
cemetery includes an area where the
Revolutionary War’s Battle of Short
Hills was fought on June 26, 1777.

“I believe that if an independent re-
view of the documentation of the cul-
tural resources in this area was done,
the state Historic Preservation Office
would reverse their opinion,” Ms.
Piwowar said.

“Union County may lose forever a
cultural landscape that has survived
236 years,” she said, noting she has
contacted the federal Office of The
Advisory Council for Historic Preser-
vation to seek a review of the project
which, she said, it indicated would
occur. “I’m not against the cemetery.
Verizon should not be doing this on a
cultural resource in Union County.”

Mike Curtin of Edison, who resides
on a street near the cemetery, said the
Scotch Plains Township Council, after
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an executive session on March 27, opted
not to appeal the decision, indicating it
does not have the funds to continue the
appeal process to the state’s Supreme
Court.

He asked the freeholders to “pick up
the cause” by helping residents in their
efforts to stop T-Mobile and Verizon
Wireless from building the monopole.

Sal Olivito of Scotch Plains said it
was likely there will be a “temporary
delay” in the issuance of the permits for
the cell tower. He said the closest homes
in the area are within 200 feet of where
the monopole is to be located. “This
does pose a lot of moral and safety
issues just with this cell tower being
there,” he said. “So any assistance you
might provide us would be of great
help.”

On another matter, Bruce Paterson
of Garwood asked the county to “get
rid of” Undersheriff Joseph Cryan, who
also serves as a state assemblyman
representing the 20th legislative dis-
trict, following the publication by The
New York Post of alleged sexually ex-
plicit e-mails between Mr. Cryan and
former lobbyist Karen Golding from
nine to 10 years ago.

Mr. Paterson called Mr. Cryan an
“impediment to good government” and
“a disease that must be removed.”

“Apparently this disease we call Joe
Cryan has spread too far, consisting of
many alleged public acts of sex, fraud,
lying, abuse of power, abuse of county
taxpayer money, abuse of county as-
sets, lack of proper job credentials, and
even attempted lewdness,” Mr. Pater-
son said. “One can only conclude that
this disease must go.”

Freeholder Carter called the issue a
“personal matter,” but said anything
that covers a “personnel issue” cannot
be discussed by the board in public
during freeholder meetings.

“We will discuss it and we will handle
it accordingly [per] guidelines by the
County of Union,” Freeholder Carter
said. She said the board has been mak-
ing sure “we are attuned to all policies
and procedures and strengthen all of
our policies in the future.”

The county handbook recently was
updated.

tion, or the council, as Mr. Vastine
maintained.

The public hearing on the budget
will be held on Tuesday, May 21.

Besides criticizing the use of the
surpluses from the sewer utility and
the capital budget, Mr. Vastine said
the $650,000 assumption in construc-
tion code fees for this year may be
difficult to replicate. He noted that
that construction of the Newmark
School, a special needs school, had
generated a good deal of code fees in
2012 and duplicating that level this
year may prove problematic. He also
said the reserve for uncollected taxes
was set too low, warning that the
numerous tax appeals and instances
where some residents facing per-
sonal hardships may have difficulty
paying taxes could lead to a revenue
shortfall that could lead to a “hole
blown in the budget.”

Mr. Vastine said a “slightly higher”
tax rate could help the township avert
possible “calamities” and act as an
“insurance policy” against an unfore-
seen situation. He also called for re-
storing full funding for the library,
which he called a “vital service.”

Mayor Glover criticized what he
said was Mr. Vastine’s “doom and
gloom scenario” and said it was
wrong to “ask citizens to pay higher
taxes.” The Mayor described the
budget as “lean” and “responsible.”

In other business, the council con-
tinued to wrangle with the latest
proposed budget for the Scotch
Plains Management Corporation
(SPMC), the entity overseeing busi-
ness district development. Last
month, action on the budget was
put off while the SPMC board de-
cided how to spend the $58,000 it
has remaining in its accounts. It
looks as if the annual $400 assess-
ment on commercial property own-
ers will be suspended this year,
meaning that at the end of this year,
the SPMC will have no money left
for 2014.

Board Chairman Dominick
Verdic told the council the SPMC

wants to spend the $58,000 this
year on trash cans, planters, flow-
ers, holiday decorations and the
publication of a newspaper. He
pleaded with the council for some
assistance from the municipal gov-
ernment, noting that with the sus-
pended assessments and the expen-
diture of the SPMC’s entire budget
this year, “What happens to us in
2014?”

Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella
expressed frustration with the pace
of the council’s deliberations on
the SPMC’s budget, noting that sev-
eral versions of the spending plan
had already been presented to the
governing body, which had yet to
make any final decisions. Mr.
Vastine expressed similar senti-
ments, asking when the council
would actually be voting on a bud-
get for the group and also criticizing
the council’s oversight of the SPMC,
calling it “counterproductive.”

Mayor Glover said the SPMC
budget would be introduced at the
council’s Monday, April 15 meet-
ing, with a public hearing and vote
taking place in May.

At the end of the meeting, Mayor
Glover said he wanted to take an-
other look at a 2006 plan to develop
the so-called “hedge property,” the
strip of grassy property in front of
the parking lot between the munici-
pal building and Darby Road Pub-
lic House and Restaurant building.
The township-owned property was
rezoned several years ago to ac-
commodate a commercial/retail
building but the land has yet to be
sold to a private developer. The
Mayor said turning the property
into a commercial building would
“fill in the missing tooth” in the
downtown business district and
serve as a twin revenue source for
the local government: via proceeds
from the sale of the land and as a tax
source. The planning board will be
asked to examine the plan and update
those sections of it that may need to
be modified.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MONTHS LATER...The devastating effects of Hurricane Sandy are still evident
at the Jersey shore some five months after the superstorm ripped through the area
as debris remains piled along the coast.
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A coordinating council has been
meeting for several months, composed
of Mayor Mahr and Council President
Russ Huegel from Fanwood, Mayor
Kevin Glover and Deputy Mayor Col-
leen Gialanella from Scotch Plains,
Amy Winkler from the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, and
Jim Roberts from Jersey Professional
Management (JPM), a Cranford-based
consultancy firm.

A full shared-services report pro-
duced by JPM in 2009, at the joint
request of the two municipalities, does
not include detailed plans for media
sharing arrangements between them,
and Mayor Mahr made it clear that no
plans to fully merge the towns’ sepa-
rate stations are in the works.

Rather, she said, the coordinating
council seeks to consider how opera-
tions might be streamlined through
equipment sharing and joint plan-
ning of future programming.

To those ends, the coordinating coun-
cil has heard at least three presentations
from two private companies that work
specifically with municipal television
stations. These companies have ob-
served operations at both stations and
made professional recommendations.

Among other things, the companies
advised the towns to consider sharing
costs to modernize equipment, thereby
allowing remote bulletin board pro-
gramming and integration of televised
programming with town websites, the

newly-acquired shared emergency
radio station, and other formats.

Mayor Mahr emphasized that, de-
spite input from third-party consult-
ants, the talks had not excluded George
Weiss, longtime producer for
Fanwood’s TV35 channel. “We have
been very capably and ably served by
George Weiss; he understands that
we’ve been having these ongoing con-
versations,” she declared.

Councilman Anthony Parenti re-
vealed that a new negotiation, forged
by Public Works Director Clint
Dicksen, would allow Fanwood to
move forward on plans for a new
borough signboard. The plans had
formerly stalled when cost estimates
far exceeded the borough’s expecta-
tions.

Councilman Jack Molenaar asked
whether the Fanwood Historic Preser-
vation Commission would be allowed
to review the new signboard’s design,
and Mayor Mahr told him it would.

In other news, the borough received
an award of $500 and a certificate of
achievement for exceptional safety
performance from the Garden State
Municipal Joint Insurance Fund.

The council also selected Fanwood
resident Bob McCarthy as Volunteer
of the Month and announced Autism
Awareness Month, National Donate
Life Month, National Poetry Month
and the coming of Earth Day on Sat-
urday, April 20.


