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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Correction
A headline on a page 1 story in last

week’s issue regarding the Union
County Budget should have indicated
that the Department of Corrections
budget is going down.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN THE HUNT…Sunshine, a bunny and lots of kids can only mean one thing — the Westfield Lions Club’s 78th annual
Easter Egg Hunt in Mindowaskin Park held this past Saturday. The Easter Bunny came for pictures, while the Lions Club
placed approximately 1,200 eggs with over 800 prizes.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BRINGING THE BALL DOWNFIELD…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider Tyler
Haack, No. 23, brings the ball downfield in the boys lacrosse home game against
Governor Livingston on April 1. The Raiders won, 17-1.

County ‘Monitoring’ AG’s
Actions With Birdsall

Residents Ask for Help to Stop Cell Monopole at Hillside Cemetery
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PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County Free-
holders last week announced that the
county is monitoring actions taken by
the state Attorney General’s office against
Birdsall Services Group after the
company’s former chief executive of-
ficer and six other executives were in-
dicted on charges they conspired to avoid
the restrictions of the state’s Pay-to-Play
Act by disguising illegal corporate po-
litical contributions as personal contri-
butions of employees of the firm.

The state has temporarily seized all
assets of Birdsall, according to media
reports.

The Monmouth County consulting
firm with an office in Cranford has done
extensive work in Union County over
the past few years and currently is work-
ing on a number of projects.

Union County Freeholder Chair-
woman Linda Carter said while the alle-
gations against former employees at
Birdsall Services Group did not involve
work done by the firm in Union County,
the county is monitoring actions taken
by the Attorney General’s office.

“The County of Union has always
abided by pay-to-play laws. The allega-
tions pertaining to Birdsall Engineering
do not involve the County of Union.
Birdsall Engineering has consistently
delivered an exemplary work product to
the County of Union and there are a
number of existing contracts on projects
at various stages of development,” Free-
holder Carter said in a prepared state-
ment. “The County of Union is closely
assessing each project that Birdsall has

undertaken. For now the situation be-
tween the state Attorney General’s Of-
fice and Birdsall remains unsettled and
the County of Union is closely moni-
toring all developments before charter-
ing a final course of action at this time.”

The freeholders went into executive
session following Thursday’s meeting
to further discuss “privileged commu-
nication relative to contracts between
the County of Union and Birdsall Engi-
neering.”

A check of resolutions approved by
the freeholders shows the firm did more
than $1.4 million in work for the county
in 2012, some projects of which were
contracts that extended from previous
years. The projects included a $564,984
contract for the design, construction
administration and inspection services
for replacement of the East Hazelwood
Bridge in Rahway; design, construc-
tion administration and inspection ser-
vices for a deck replacement for the
Summer Street bridge in Elizabeth, a
$98,582 contract, and a $176,500 con-
tract for workplace health and safety
consulting services, a contract which
extends through June 30 of this year.

The firm also does environmental
work for the county, including
stormwater compliance and site
remediation services, and was involved

Board Begins Hearing on
Next Phases of FW Crossing
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By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Elite Properties
(EP) proposed, at last Wednesday’s
planning board meeting, continu-
ing construction on the Fanwood
Crossing complex in the borough’s
downtown redevelopment district.

Lawyer David Checchio repre-
sented EP. The company gained oc-
cupancy of Fanwood Crossing I
(FW-I), a building on the corner of
Martine and South Avenues, in July
2012.

In August 2012, EP made a rede-
velopment agreement with the bor-
ough, and committed to construct
three additional sites: Fanwood
Crossing II (FWC-II), a four-story
mixed-use building; Fanwood
Crossing III (FWC-III), a three-
story residential building with a
first-floor parking garage, and a
municipal parking area behind both

buildings that will ultimately be-
long to the borough.

Mr. Checchio explained that EP
would require only one variance
for the project. Borough code re-
quires a 14-foot alley between ev-
ery 200 feet of building space. EP
proposes enlarging existing space
on the eastern side of FWC-II, rather
than creating an alleyway between
FWC-II and the neighboring store-
front to its west as code would re-
quire.

Civil engineer Joseph Jaworski
gave expert testimony for EP that

the proposed pavilion would create
additional space for community
events and align with other walk-
ways in the complex to maximize
ease of pedestrian access.

Planning Board member Matthew
Juckes pointed out that a walkway
closer to the existing South Avenue
intersection also would improve pe-
destrian safety by preventing mid-
block crossing.

When the meeting opened to the
public, Helen Ling, owner of En-
chantments, the store adjoining

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SWEET TREAT…Members of the Westfield Lions Club pass out jellybeans
and prizes at the organization’s 78th annual Easter Egg Hunt in Mindowaskin
Park held this past Saturday. The Easter Bunny was on hand to take pictures
with the children.

Scotch Plains Township Budget
Calls for 1.26-Percent Tax Hike

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday unveiled its
2013 municipal budget that calls for
a 1.26 percent increase in the munici-
pal portion of property tax bills, which
works out to about a $24 increase for
the average homeowner.

Mayor Kevin Glover touted the tax
aspect, calling the increase the low-
est since he joined the council in
2007. He brushed aside warnings
from Republican Councilman Will-
iam Vastine, who criticized the use of
surplus from the sewer utility and the
capital budget as municipal budget
revenue sources and questioned the
estimate of expected construction
code fees. Mr. Vastine called some of
the moves “gimmicks,” but the Mayor
said the “ultimate gimmick” had been
the decision by the Republican-con-
trolled council in 2009 to separate sewer
fees from the budget by creating the
utility in what the mayor said was a
move to “circumvent” the state spend-
ing caps that took effect that year.

The proposed $24.1-million spend-
ing plan is almost $500,000 more
than last year’s budget, and about 60
percent will be funded by the raising
of $15.9  million in property taxes, a
$135,342 increase over 2012. The
municipal rate will increase two cents,
to $1.479 per $100 of assessed value,
meaning that for the average assessed
home of $121,700, the increase this
year will be $24.34, according to
Robert LaCosta, who was appointed
as acting township manger last week.
The average municipal tax bill will
rise from $1,775 to $1,799.

Other revenue sources that will
finance the budget are $2.3 million in
state aid—the same level as last
year—along with an anticipated
$650,000 in construction code fees,
$100,000 each from the sewer utility
surplus and capital surplus and $2.1
million from the township surplus.

Mr. LaCosta said the $242,695
increase in salary and wages was
due to rises mandated by union con-
tracts. The library budget was cut,
although there was some dispute

between Mayor Glover and Council-
man Vastine over who was to blame
for the cut—the state, which the Mayor
claimed had mandated such a reduc-
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Candidates File for State, Muni.
Offices; Primary Races in WF, GW

Jean Michele Moore - R Kathy Mitchell - D Tom Kranz - D

Fanwood Council Candidates

Scotch Plains Council Candidates

Llewellyn Jones - RLouis Beckerman - D

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION – Area voters this year will
be deciding a mayoral race in Westfield
as well as council races in Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and
Garwood this November. Voters will
also be selecting three candidates for
county freeholder as well as state legis-
lative races in Districts
21 and 22.

There will be Repub-
lican Primary Election
races this June in
Westfield’s Third Ward
and for two seats on the
Garwood Borough
Council, as well as
Democratic Primary
races for county sheriff
and freeholder. There is
also a Democratic Pri-
mary for state Senate in
District 22.

The top of the ticket
this year is the race be-
tween incumbent Re-

publican Governor Chris Christie and
Democratic challenger, state Senator
Barbara Buono (D-18, Metuchen).
Former Glen Ridge mayor Carl
Bergmanson has also filed in the
Democratic Primary for governor. Mr.
Bergmanson is running under the slo-
gan “Democrats for Change.”

In Westfield, Mayor Andrew Skib-

itsky, a Republican, faces a challenge
from Councilman David Haas, a Demo-
crat, in the Mayor’s quest for a third
term. Mayor Skibitsky is joined on the
GOP ticket by incumbent town council
members Sam Della Fera, Jr., in the First
Ward; Vicki Kimmins in the Second
Ward, and Keith Loughlin in the Fourth

Ward. David Oliveira, selected to
run by the Westfield Republican
Committee as the candidate in
the Third Ward, faces a Primary
Election challenge by two-time
Freeholder candidate Diane
Barabas.

Mr. Haas’ running mates are
Matt Sontz in the Third Ward and
former councilman Jack Walsh
in the Fourth Ward. Mr. Sontz, a
lawyer, previously ran for coun-
cil in 2007 and 2011. Mr. Walsh
served as councilman from the
Third Ward from 1997 through
2000. The GOP holds a 7-1 ma-
jority on council in addition to
the mayor’s seat.

In Scotch Plains, Democratic
Councilman Louis Beckerman,
the owner of an insurance agency,
will face Republican newcomer
Llewellyn Jones, a former mem-
ber of the township’s zoning
board of adjustment and co-
founder of a financial portfolio
management firm in Westfield,
in the race for an unexpired seat
on the township council.

Democrats hold a 4-1 majority
on the governing body, including
a 3-1 edge on the township coun-
cil, although Democrat Mickey
Marcus has often voted with GOP
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FW Considers Broadcasting
System Upgrades

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Council discussed the borough’s
media and broadcasting systems at
its agenda meeting Tuesday night.

The topic was especially timely due
to the impending renegotiation of the
borough’s agreement with Comcast
Cable. “[The Comcast agreement] is
an important negotiation for the
municipality…which comes up every
15 years and is expiring July, 2014,”
said Mayor Colleen Mahr. She said
the negotiations process is lengthy,
involving multiple meetings and pub-
lic hearings. A Comcast Renewal Com-

mittee will be appointed at the council’s
next regular meeting.

The mayor also brought the council
up to date on the status of ongoing
discussions between Fanwood and
Scotch Plains regarding cable TV sta-
tion maintenance. The discussions
have taken place in the context of both
towns’ efforts to reduce costs through
shared services.

“It’s been something that’s been
discussed, but never [with] any real
movement, over the last 10 years that
I’m here, but there was a renewed
agreed focus to see what we can do,”
she said.


