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from Richard Puschel of Linden,
running under the slogan “Safety-
Security-Not Politics,” and Charles
E. Mitchell, Sr. of Linden, a former
candidate for sheriff who is using
the slogan “Real Democrats For
Change.” No Republican candidates
filed for sheriff.

At the state level, Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick of Westfield, the Republi-
can minority leaders of their respec-
tive houses, and Nancy Munoz of
Summit, are seeking reelection in
District 21, which includes
Westfield, Cranford, Garwood and
Mountainside. Filing for the Demo-
crats are Senate candidate Michael
Komondy of Basking Ridge and As-
sembly candidates Norman Albert
of Cranford, an attorney who has
run multiple times for the Assembly,
and newcomer Jill Anne Lazare, an
attorney from Summit.

In District 22, Democratic incum-
bent state Senator Nicholas Scutari
of Linden is being challenged in his
party’s Primary by former Union
County Freeholder Nancy Ward of
Linden. Assemblywoman Linda
Stender of Scotch Plains and As-
semblyman Jerry Green of
Plainfield, who are not being chal-
lenged in the Primary, will face Re-
publicans Robert Sherr, former
Middlesex Borough mayor and re-
tired Westfield Regional Health De-
partment director, and Assembly
candidates John Campbell, Jr. of
Plainfield and former Middlesex
Borough Councilman Jeffrey First
for Assembly. Mr. First also ran for
the Assembly in 2011. District 22
includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Plainfield.

In District 20, long-time state
Senator Ray Lesniak of Elizabeth
will have a Primary challenge from
Donna Obe, the Roselle Board of
Education president, who is running
under the slogan “Real Democrats
For Change.” Assemblyman Joseph
Cryan of Union and Assembly-
woman Annette Quijano of Eliza-
beth are not being challenged in the
Primary. District 20 includes Eliza-
beth, Hillside, Union Township and
Roselle.

Republican candidates in District
20 are Senate hopeful John Donoso
of Elizabeth, a member of the Eliza-
beth Board of Education, and As-
sembly candidates Christopher
Hackett and Charles Donnelly, both
Union Township residents. Mr.
Donoso ran for the Assembly in 2011.
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MONTHS LATER...The devastating effects of Hurricane Sandy are still evident
at the Jersey shore some five months after the superstorm ripped through the area
as debris remains piled along the coast.

Photo courtesy of Charles A. Rubin
SHARING PASSOVER... Julia and Rebecca Bieber join fellow Westfield resi-
dent, Avrit Rubin, to celebrate the Passover Seder on March 25,  in Avrit’s
apartment in Haifa, Israel. The girls catch up on local news by reading The
Westfield Leader before the seder.  Julia and Rebecca are the daughters of Michael
and Renata Bieber of Florence Avenue and Avrit Rubin is daughter of Charles
Rubin and Lenore Silver of North Avenue.  Avrit and Rebecca both moved to
Israel in September 2012. Julia was visiting her sister during her spring break.

tive session following Thursday’s
meeting to further discuss “privi-
leged communication relative to
contracts between the County of
Union and Birdsall Engineering.”

A check of resolutions approved
by the freeholders shows the firm
did more than $1.4 million in work
for the county in 2012, some
projects of which were contracts
that extended from previous years.
The projects included a $564,984
contract for the design, construc-
tion administration and inspection
services for replacement of the East
Hazelwood Bridge in Rahway; de-
sign, construction administration
and inspection services for a deck
replacement for the Summer Street
bridge in Elizabeth, a $98,582 con-
tract, and a $176,500 contract for
workplace health and safety con-
sulting services, a contract which
extends through June 30 of this
year.

The firm also does environmen-
tal work for the county, including
stormwater compliance and site
remediation services, and was in-
volved in the expansion of the
county police dispatch services to
municipalities.

During the public comment at
Thursday’s meeting, two county
residents and one Middlesex County
resident asked the freeholders for
assistance in an effort to stop
Verizon Wireless and T-Mobile
from receiving the necessary per-
mits to construct a 125-foot-high
monopole at Hillside Cemetery on
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

A state Appeals Court panel on
March 11 overturned a 2010 deci-
sion by the Scotch Plains Board of
Adjustment and a subsequent state
Superior Court ruling upholding
that decision.

Nancy Piwowar of Plainfield said
she was “very concerned about the
potential impact that the T-Mobile/
Verizon cell tower in Hillside Cem-
etery will have on the cultural land-
scape of Union County.” She said
there are wetlands in the area where
the cell tower would be located,
including a stream and glacier pond,
as well as undeveloped wooded ar-
eas nearby. She said homes are lo-
cated nearby on Frank Street.

Ms. Piwowar said the state His-
toric Preservation Office “has de-
termined that there is no effect on
historic properties in the area.”

“As a local historian, I take um-
brage with that,” she said, noting
that the cemetery includes an area
where the Revolutionary War’s
Battle of Short Hills was fought on
June 26, 1777.

“I believe that if an independent
review of the documentation of the
cultural resources in this area was
done, the state Historic Preserva-
tion Office would reverse their opin-
ion,” Ms. Piwowar said.

“Union County may lose forever
a cultural landscape that has sur-
vived 236 years,” she said, noting
she has contacted the federal Office
of The Advisory Council for His-
toric Preservation to seek a review
of the project which, she said, it
indicated would occur. “I’m not
against the cemetery. Verizon should
not be doing this on a cultural re-
source in Union County.”

Mike Curtin of Edison, who re-
sides on a street near the cemetery,
said the Scotch Plains Township
Council, after an executive session
on March 27, opted not to appeal
the decision, indicating it does not
have the funds to continue the ap-
peal process to the state’s Supreme
Court.

He asked the freeholders to “pick
up the cause” by helping residents
in their efforts to stop T-Mobile and
Verizon Wireless from building the
monopole.

Sal Olivito of Scotch Plains said
it was likely there will be a “tempo-
rary delay” in the issuance of the
permits for the cell tower. He said
the closest homes in the area are
within 200 feet of where the mono-
pole is to be located. “This does
pose a lot of moral and safety issues
just with this cell tower being there,”
he said. “So any assistance you
might provide us would be of great
help.”

On another matter, Bruce Pater-
son of Garwood asked the county to
“get rid of” Undersheriff Joseph
Cryan, who also serves as a state
assemblyman representing the 20th
legislative district, following the
publication by The New York Post
of alleged sexually explicit e-mails
between Mr. Cryan and former lob-
byist Karen Golding from nine to
10 years ago.

Mr. Paterson called Mr. Cryan an
“impediment to good government”
and “a disease that must be re-
moved.”

“Apparently this disease we call
Joe Cryan has spread too far, con-
sisting of many alleged public acts
of sex, fraud, lying, abuse of power,
abuse of county taxpayer money,
abuse of county assets, lack of
proper job credentials, and even
attempted lewdness,” Mr. Paterson
said. “One can only conclude that
this disease must go.”

Freeholder Carter called the is-
sue a “personal matter,” but said
anything that covers a “personnel
issue” cannot be discussed by the
board in public during freeholder
meetings.

“We will discuss it and we will
handle it accordingly [per] guide-
lines by the County of Union,” Free-
holder Carter said. She said the
board has been making sure “we
are attuned to all policies and pro-
cedures and strengthen all of our
policies in the future.”

The county handbook recently
was updated.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Union County Freeholders

borough property as a whole de-
creased by $2,333,230 in the last
year, the tax rate was raised from
$2.88 to $2.97.

Interim Union County Executive
Superintendent of Schools Kathleen
Serafino approved Mountainside’s
tentative budget on March 17. The
final budget will be sent to that
office for final approval.

The board next recognized sev-
eral staff members for their contri-
butions to the district. Ms. Lubarsky
announced the teacher and support
staff member of the year for the two
schools in the district.

Laurie Wilson, a basic skills/tech-
nology integration teacher, was
named the Beechwood School
Teacher of the Year while Tracy
Cwiakala, a special-education
teacher, was named the Deerfield
School Teacher of the Year.

Teri Schul, a paraprofessional,
was named the support staff mem-
ber of the year at Beechwood, while
Helene Motherwell, a secretary, was
named the equivalent at Deerfield.

The next BOE meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 23, at 7:30
p.m. at the Beechwood media cen-
ter.
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Ward; Vicki Kimmins in the Sec-
ond Ward, and Keith Loughlin in
the Fourth Ward. David Oliveira,
selected to run by the Westfield
Republican Committee as the can-
didate in the Third Ward, faces a
Primary Election challenge by two-
time Freeholder candidate Diane
Barabas.

Mr. Haas’ running mates are Matt
Sontz in the Third Ward and former
councilman Jack Walsh in the
Fourth Ward. Mr. Sontz, a lawyer,
previously ran for council in 2007
and 2011. Mr. Walsh served as coun-
cilman from the Third Ward from
1997 through 2000. The GOP holds
a 7-1 majority on council in addi-
tion to the mayor’s seat.

In Scotch Plains, Democratic
Councilman Louis Beckerman, the
owner of an insurance agency, will
face Republican newcomer
Llewellyn Jones, a former member
of the township’s zoning board of
adjustment and co-founder of a fi-
nancial portfolio management firm
in Westfield, in the race for an un-
expired seat on the township coun-
cil.

Democrats hold a 4-1 majority
on the governing body, including a
3-1 edge on the township council,
although Democrat Mickey Marcus
has often voted with GOP Council-
man William Vastine.

Fanwood voters will elect two
council members this year. Veteran
Democratic Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell is joined by run-
ning mate Tom Kranz, director of
communications at Chelsea Senior
Living. Republican Jean Michele
Moore, a pharmaceutical sales ex-
ecutive, is also seeking the seat. Re-
publicans did not file a second candi-
date.

GOP Councilman Anthony Parenti,
the borough’s former police chief, is
not seeking reelection after eight years
on the council. Democrats hold a 5-1
majority on the borough council, in
addition to the mayor’s office.

In Mountainside, 15-year Repub-
lican incumbent Glenn Mortimer is
seeking reelection. He is joined by
Rene Dierkes, the borough’s repre-
sentative to the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA). Jeffrey Wass
is not seeking reelection after six
years on the borough council. No
Democrats filed for council seats on
the all-GOP governing body.

In Garwood, the local GOP gave
the party line to newly sworn-in
Councilman Steven Blaufeder and
Michael Martin, who ran unsuccess-
fully for council in 2012. Incumbent
GOP Councilman James Mathieu,
who was not backed by the local
GOP committee, is running for re-
election under the slogan “Conser-
vative Republican.” Democrats, who
hold a 4-2 majority on the borough
council, did not file any candidates.

Cranford Democratic incumbent
Committeeman Kevin Campbell and
his running mate, Kelly Howard,
will face Republicans Mary
O’Connor and Robert D’Ambola.
Democrats hold a 3-2 edge on the
township committee. Republican
Committeeman Andis Kalnins is not
seeking reelection.

At the county level, incumbent
Democratic Freeholders Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford and Linda
Carter of Plainfield are joined by
newcomer Sergio Granados of Eliza-
beth on the Regular Democratic Or-
ganization of Union County line.

They face a June Primary Election
challenge from two separate slates
of candidates. Running under the
slogan “Democrats for Change,” af-
filiated with gubernatorial candidate
Bergmanson, are Linden residents
Jacqueline Williams and Charles
Cascone and Janet Reynolds of
Roselle. Running under the banner
“Real Democrats For Change” are
Carlos Cedeño of Elizabeth, Rich-
ard Starling of Union and Madeline
Fajardo of Elizabeth.

Republicans have selected former
Springfield Township Committee-
man Marc Krauss, Ira Geiger of
Union and Philip Mark Martini of
Westfield. Democrats have held a 9-
0 majority on the board since 1998.

Long-time Union County Demo-
cratic Sheriff Ralph Froehlich of
Union faces a Primary challenge
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Councilman
Steven Blaufeder -R

Michael Martin - R

Garwood Council Candidates

Councilman
Jim Mathieu - R

on Sunday, May 19, is on the
department’s website. Mr.
Kaufmann said the department net-
ted $2,000 for last year’s race.

“It depends on the weather,” he
said. “As of today, we have 6,181
people registered for the pool and
we’ve collected $600,757,” Mr.
Kaufmann said.

On another issue, Mr. Echausse
said that it should take six to eight
working days to get Gumbert and
Memorial fields ready for opening
day for the Westfield Baseball
League on April 14.

“They are adding more clay to
enhance Memorial,” Mr. Kaufmann
said.

“This is the kind of clay that is
used for baseball and softball. It is
not an expensive project,” Mr.
Echausse added.

Those interested in registering for
spring programs can do so online
by accessing WestfieldNJ.Gov/Rec-
reation and clicking on register for
recreation programs, or in person at
the recreation office, Monday
through Friday, from 8:30 a.m.
through 4:30 p.m.

The commission also said that
transportation for senior citizens is
as follows: medical rides are Tues-
days and Wednesdays, with shop-
ping rides on Thursdays. For more
information, call (908) 301-1287.

The next meeting of the Westfield
Recreation Commission will be
Monday, May 6, at 7:30 p.m. at the
municipal building, located at 425
East Broad Street.
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FW Considers  Broadcasting
System Upgrades

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Council discussed the borough’s
media and broadcasting systems at
its agenda meeting Tuesday night.

The topic was especially timely
due to the impending renegotiation
of the borough’s agreement with
Comcast Cable. “[The Comcast
agreement] is an important negotia-
tion for the municipality…which
comes up every 15 years and is expir-
ing July, 2014,” said Mayor Colleen
Mahr. She said the negotiations pro-
cess is lengthy, involving multiple
meetings and public hearings. A
Comcast Renewal Committee will be
appointed at the council’s next regu-
lar meeting.

The mayor also brought the coun-
cil up to date on the status of ongoing
discussions between Fanwood and
Scotch Plains regarding cable TV
station maintenance. The discussions
have taken place in the context of
both towns’ efforts to reduce costs
through shared services.

“It’s been something that’s been
discussed, but never [with] any real
movement, over the last 10 years that
I’m here, but there was a renewed
agreed focus to see what we can do,”
she said.

A coordinating council has been
meeting for several months, composed
of Mayor Mahr and Council President
Russ Huegel from Fanwood, Mayor
Kevin Glover and Deputy Mayor Col-
leen Gialanella from Scotch Plains,
Amy Winkler from the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, and
Jim Roberts from Jersey Professional
Management (JPM), a Cranford-based
consultancy firm.

A full shared-services report pro-
duced by JPM in 2009, at the joint
request of the two municipalities, does
not include detailed plans for media
sharing arrangements between them,
and Mayor Mahr made it clear that no
plans to fully merge the towns’ separate
stations are in the works.

Rather, she said, the coordinating

council seeks to consider how opera-
tions might be streamlined through
equipment sharing and joint planning
of future programming.

To those ends, the coordinating coun-
cil has heard at least three presentations
from two private companies that work
specifically with municipal television
stations. These companies have ob-
served operations at both stations and
made professional recommendations.

Among other things, the companies
advised the towns to consider sharing
costs to modernize equipment, thereby
allowing remote bulletin board pro-
gramming and integration of televised
programming with town websites, the
newly-acquired shared emergency ra-
dio station, and other formats.

Mayor Mahr emphasized that, de-
spite input from third-party consult-
ants, the talks had not excluded George
Weiss, longtime producer for
Fanwood’s TV35 channel. “We have
been very capably and ably served by
George Weiss; he understands that
we’ve been having these ongoing con-
versations,” she declared.

Councilman Anthony Parenti re-
vealed that a new negotiation, forged
by Public Works Director Clint
Dicksen, would allow Fanwood to
move forward on plans for a new
borough signboard. The plans had
formerly stalled when cost estimates
far exceeded the borough’s expecta-
tions.

Councilman Jack Molenaar asked
whether the Fanwood Historic Preser-
vation Commission would be allowed
to review the new signboard’s design,
and Mayor Mahr told him it would.

In other news, the borough received
an award of $500 and a certificate of
achievement for exceptional safety
performance from the Garden State
Municipal Joint Insurance Fund.

The council also selected Fanwood
resident Bob McCarthy as Volunteer of
the Month and announced Autism
Awareness Month, National Donate
Life Month, National Poetry Month
and the coming of Earth Day on Satur-
day, April 20.
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