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CRANFORD – The Feast of St.
Michael will celebrate its eighth
year as a Cranford community
event, today through Sunday,
September 27 to 30, on the
grounds of St. Michael’s School
on Holly Street. Hosted by St.
Michael’s Parish and sponsored
by multiple Cranford businesses
and organizations, the Feast will
feature food, new rides, prizes
and live entertainment.

Attendees will get a chance to
take in a bird’s-eye-view of
Cranford from atop a Ferris wheel,
enjoy a spin on the Sizzler, listen
to live performances by 9 South,
Marty and The Martians and Table
for Two, and snack on cuisine
from local eateries.

New this year will be “Pay One
Price Bracelet Night,” taking place
tonight, for unlimited rides.

The event also will offer a 50/
50 raffle with a chance to win a
portion of the proceeds. Tickets
can be purchased at St. Michael’s
Parish Center. Remaining pro-
ceeds will be used to maintain
and improve the church and
school facilities.

This year’s Platinum sponsors
include: Cranford Knights of Co-
lumbus, Kilkenny House Restau-
rant and Pub, Lifeline Technol-
ogy Solutions and Premier Busi-
ness Solutions, Inc.

Feast hours are today, Thurs-
day, September 27, 6 to 9 p.m.;
Friday, September 28, 6 to 10
p.m.; Saturday, September 29,
3 to 10 p.m., and Sunday, Sep-
tember 30, 1 to 5 p.m.

Feast of St. Michael to Begin
This Evening in Cranford

Westfield Should Participate In
Meetings on Rahway Watershed

It has been hard to convince
Westfield, Summit and
Mountainside to consider height-
ening its priority on storm water
management. I have been told
by the mayor of Westfield that
Westfield has taken care of its
internal drainage issues. The
Westfield mayor has then de-
cided not to actively participate
in the regional meetings to try to
mitigate what can be mitigated.

If you trace the brooks and
runoff from Westfield into
Cranford, those added water el-
evations in Cranford, for example,
“contributed” to the $4-million
damages to Cranford’s Brookside
School. Elementary students had
to attend school in Garwood for
months. The school is vulnerable
to a next storm. The electrical

power outage for five days dur-
ing Hurricane Irene was caused
by the riverbanks not holding the
water elevations, which then
flooded the electrical substation
located in Cranford. Many
Westfield residents were im-
pacted, not just Cranford resi-
dents. Maybe that provided the
connection thus far lacking for
Westfield residents that this is a
regional issue.

Rutgers University recently de-
veloped a map, which shows the
elevation of land in the Rahway
River Watershed. Absent from
the regional flood mitigation
meetings have been Westfield,
Summit and Mountainside rep-
resentatives. But the map clearly
shows water does go down hill
and, at minimum, these towns
should be part of whatever solu-
tion can be found. Storage in the
South Mountain Reservation is
one promising strategy since
upstream peak storm water el-
evations are also a major factor.
The regional mayors organiza-
tion and the Rahway River Asso-
ciation are developing a storm
water management strategy to
address this public safety issue
locally as well which all towns
need to consider.

Local governments are bur-
dened with so many tasks and
there is always a focus on serving
citizens within the boundaries of
one’s community. My request is
for consideration that this issue
needs to be addressed directly
and boldly with the help of the
blue towns on the map to resolve
or at least to make it less danger-
ous so that future storms can be
managed better.

Dan Aschenbach
Former Cranford Mayor

A Local Letter to the Editor
Historical Society Slates
Community Garage Sale

KENILWORTH – A
Communitywide Garage Sale will
be held in Kenilworth on Saturday
and Sunday, October 6 and 7.
Sponsored by the Kenilworth His-
torical Society, this event will take
place, rain or shine, between 9
a.m. and 4 p.m. both days.

Nearly 200 residences partici-
pated in Kenilworth’s
Communitywide Garage Sale last
fall, and this year’s participation
is expected to equal or exceed
that of last year, according to the
historical society.

Residents holding garage sales
at their homes anytime that
weekend will receive a certificate
representing the borough’s per-
mission to proceed and will ben-
efit from the historical society’s
statewide advertising of the event
via major newspapers, websites
and prominently placed signage
and fliers.

The addresses of registered par-
ticipating residences will be in-
cluded on a Kenilworth
Communitywide Garage Sale list-
ing and map that will be available
in quantity, free of charge, at the
Kenilworth A&P Customer Service
Desk (801 Boulevard), Borough
Clerk’s Office (567 Boulevard),
Kenilworth Public Library (548 Bou-
levard) and Especially Yours Flo-
rist (13 North 20th Street) after
Wednesday, October 3.

The Kenilworth Historical Soci-
ety will sponsor this event as a
service to the community. Any
proceeds after borough permit
fees, advertising and other re-
lated costs are paid will benefit
the organization’s ongoing
project to restore the 19th-cen-
tury Oswald J. Nitschke House
and transform it into Kenilworth’s
first “living history” museum and
cultural arts center.

Other upcoming Kenilworth His-
torical Society events in 2012
include “Four Centuries in a

Weekend” at the Nitschke House
(October 20 and 21) and bus
trips to Mohegan Sun Casino (Sat-
urday, October 27) and Rockvale
Shopping Outlets (Thursday,
November 8).

The Kenilworth Historical Soci-
ety is an independent, volun-
teer-based, non-profit, tax-ex-
empt, 501 (c)(3) organization
dedicated to the research, pres-
ervation and interpretation of the
Oswald J. Nitschke House, local
history and culture. For further
information, call (908) 709-0434.

Paterson said.
The council adopted, by a 3-2

tally, a resolution authorizing the
signing of the memorandum of
agreement between the Garwood
PBA Local 117 and the borough.
As said at the last council meet-
ing during the initial vote, Coun-
cil President Keith Sluka and
Councilman Mathieu said they
voted against the resolution be-
cause they did not support lon-
gevity benefits.

The council adopted, by a 4-1
vote, a resolution to provide sal-
ary increases to the borough’s
police officers. Mr. Mathieu said
he opposed giving raises when
people in the private sector have
had salaries frozen and when un-
employment in the state is at 9.9
percent.

that the Historic Preservation
Advisory Board has been “work-
ing hard” on the issue.

In other matters, the commit-
tee appointed former commis-
sioner Mark Dugan to be
Cranford’s representative to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA), replacing Jim Murphy,
who recently retired and relo-
cated out of Cranford.
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Garwood Cleanup Day
On Sat., October 20

GARWOOD – The Eighth An-
nual Clean Communities Litter
Cleanup Day will be held in
Garwood, Saturday, October 20,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., rain or shine.
Volunteer Services, neighbor-
hoods, social and school groups
as well as individuals are invited
to work together to reduce the
amount of litter accumulating in
various parts of the borough.
Supervision must be provided
for all children’s groups and all
participants must provide their
own transportation to the mu-
nicipal building to get their sup-
plies and site assignments.


