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Westfield Students Join WSO
In Performance of Carmen

WESTFIELD – Student vocalists
from Edison and Roosevelt Interme-
diate Schools in Westfield will be
performing in the opera Carmen with
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
on Saturday, September 29. The per-
formance will take place at 7 p.m. at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

The intermediate school students
will be singing the children’s chorus
portion of the opera. The vocal music
students have been rehearsing their
parts, which will be sung in French,
since the first week of school. The
week of the performance, choruses
from both of Westfield’s intermedi-
ate schools will have a joint rehearsal
before the final orchestra rehearsal
Friday evening.

“This is an amazing experience for
our vocal music students,” stated
Edison Choral Music teacher, Kristine
Smith-Morasso. “Not too many
middle-schoolers can say that they
sang in an opera with a professional
orchestra,” she added.

“We have been rehearsing for about
three weeks now at 7:30 a.m. to pre-
pare, and it has been a great experi-
ence for our young singers,” explained
Sabino Losco, choral music teacher at
Roosevelt Intermediate School. “They
are sounding great and are very ex-
cited to perform with all the pros – it
will be a chance of a lifetime for our
students,” Mr. Losco said.

“Carmen is the most popular opera
in the French repertoire and I am
thrilled that students from Westfield
will join we us to celebrate the open-
ing of our 13th anniversary season by
bringing this daring and passionate
work to life,” remarked Maestro
Wroe.” The experience will contrib-
ute to the spiritual, cultural and social
growth of the students in an immea-
surable way,” he continued.

Bizet’s opera has thrilled audiences
since its premiere with its passionate
score and fiery principal character. Set

in and around Seville, Spain in the
1800s, the iconic opera tells the story
of an alluring gypsy and the fatal
attraction she has for Corporal Don
José – but her fickle and wandering
nature lead her to the dashing bull-
fighter Escamillio and inevitable heart-
break and tragedy.

Carmen contains some of the
world’s most recognizable operatic
music, including Don Jose’s poignant
Flower Song, Escamillio’s swagger-
ing Toreador song Carmen’s Habanera,
(a parody of which by the Muppets
has gotten over 3.5 million hits on You
Tube).

This not-to-be-missed performance
of Bizet’s alluring tale of fatal attrac-
tion, heartbreak and tragedy has been
made possible through the generous
support of the Joseph DeAlessandso
Memorial Foundation, the New Jer-
sey State Council on the Arts and the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation. The
concert will begin with a free pre-
concert lecture by musicologist  Bar-
bara Thomson at 6:15 p.m.

For tickets or more information,
visit westfieldsymphony.org or call
(908) 232 9400.

JOINING FORCES…Students at Edison Intermediate School in Westfield
rehearse for their participation in the opera Carmen, to be performed with the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra and choral students from Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School. The performance will take place on Saturday, September 29, at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

SEASON OPENER…Internationally
acclaimed mezzo-soprano, Maria
Todaro, will join Westfield Symphony
Orchestra for its 30th anniversary sea-
son opening presentation of Carmen
on Saturday, September 29. Maria will
sing the iconic title role in Bizet’s allur-
ing tale of passion, fatal attraction and
tragedy.

Talk on Titanic Sponsored by
Westfield Historical Society

TITANIC TALK...Stephen Schoeman speaks at a program on the Titanic held at
the Westfield Community Room and sponsored by the Westfield Historical
Society. The event drew a crowd of approximately 100 people.

Potters’ Guild to Sell at
Peters Valley Craft Fair

WCP Opens Season With
The Fox on the Fairway

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A program on the
Titanic sponsored by the Westfield
Historical Society held on Septem-
ber 21 was held in the Community
Room in the municipal building. The
event drew a crowd of approximately
100 people. The speaker was Stephen
Schoeman, a retired attorney and PhD.
Mr. Schoeman became fascinated
with the ship after he and his wife,
Jayanne, who are seasoned travelers,
visited the Titanic Museum in
Southhampton, U.K. last year.

At the outset of his talk, Mr.
Schoeman made clear that the Oscar-
winning film, directed by James
Cameron, distorted the facts of the
real event. “What happened had noth-
ing to do with a romance, it was a
disaster,” Mr. Schoeman said. He
blamed Captain Edward John Smith,
the best and highest paid sea captain
of the day, with murder, more specifi-
cally, with willful disregard for hu-
man life. “The captain bears the ulti-
mate responsibility for the ship,” he

said. “It is a case of hubris.”
Mr. Schoeman said when the ship

hit the iceberg it did not slow down
but continued full speed ahead. He
said that the White Star Line decided
it would not look good if it had too
many lifeboats on the ship. There
were 2,224 passengers on the ship,
only 722 survived the tragedy.

Mr. Shoeman said the RMS (Royal
Mail Ship) Titantic was built in
Belfast, Northern Ireland, by the
Holland and Wolff Co. for the White
Star Line. The Titanic also carried
passengers and cargo. The largest
revenue producing aspect of the ship
were the Irish and English immi-
grants bound for the United States.

In 1912, he said the Titanic the
largest and heaviest ship on the seas.
She was over 46 tons, and almost 900
feet long. It had a 92-foot beam and
was 75 feet high from the keel, and
had 11 decks. She carried over 7,812
tons of coal. Its maximum speed was
23 knots, made possible by 29 boilers
and 159 coal furnaces. Mr. Shoeman
said the men shoveling coal into the
furnaces worked in their underwear,
in four-hour shifts, because the heat
rose to 125 degrees in the furnace
rooms. Although he said the stan-
dards were the best at the time.

Mr. Schoeman said it is believed
that the rudder, which weighed 100
pounds, was not large enough to turn
the ship around. He said the engine
weighed 700,020 pounds and the
anchor weighed 7,500 pounds

The Titanic set out from
Southampton and went to Cherbourg,
France, and on to Queenstown, (now
Cobh) Ireland. On the fourth day of
the journey she hit an iceberg off the
cost of Canada. The survivors were
taken to Halifax. About two hours
after the ship hit the iceberg, the
Cunard Line’s RMS Carpathisa came
to its aid and took survivors aboard.

Mr. Schoeman said the ship was
luxurious, with eight decks includ-
ing the first-class promenade, and the
salon. There were first-class restau-
rants, such as the Ritz and the Pari-
sian Café. Even in steerage, the low-
est deck where the emigrants were,
conditions were better than they had
ever been. Mr. Schoeman said they
even had bathtubs. His conclusion is
that common sense went out the win-
dow.

The people who attended the pro-
gram had many questions for Mr.
Schoeman. Was Captain Smith under
pressure due to publicity about the
ship? Was there any gold on the ship?
Was the Titanic, as some believed, an
omen of the trouble to come, World
War I? The British found no fault
with the captain, who had 43 years of
experience, but the United States
Senate did.

Mr. Schoeman concluded by say-
ing, “Hopefully, we’ll all learn a les-
son, and be more careful in our own
lives, and heed those small warning
we all get.”

WESTFIELD –Westfield Com-
munity Players opens its 2012-2013
season with Ken Ludwig’s com-
edy-farce, The Fox on the Fairway.
The show opens Saturday, October
6, and runs weekends through Sat-
urday, October 20.

A tribute from Ken Ludwig (Lend
Me a Tenor, Moon Over Buffalo) to
the great English farces of the 1930s
and 1940s. The Fox on the Fairway
takes audiences on a hilarious romp,
which pulls the rug out from under-
neath the stuffy denizens of a pri-
vate country club. Filled with mis-
taken identities, slamming doors
and over the top romantic shenani-
gans, this is a furiously paced com-
edy that recalls the Marx Brothers’
classics.

The show is directed by John
Correll of Winfield Park, produced
by Sally Brown of Westfield and
stage managed by Barbara Ruban

of Springfield. The cast features
Ryan Correll of Little Falls, Kristina
Hernandez of New Providence,
Mike Burdick of Linden, Vikki
Massulli of Gillette, Tim McGovern
of Garwood and Beatriz Esteban-
Messina of Union City.

Continuing the opening night tra-
dition, audience members are in-
vited to a reception with the cast
and crew immediately following the
final curtain.

The theater is located at 1000
North Avenue West, Westfield. Tick-
ets are $20 and can be reserved by
calling the 24-hour tape at (908)
232-1221.

Funding is made possible by the
New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, Department of State, a partner
agency of the National Endowment
of the Arts, through a grant admin-
istered by the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

AUGUSTA – The Potters’ Guild
of New Jersey will be selling their
ceramic art at Peters Valley Craft
Fair at the Sussex County Fair-
grounds, 37 Plains Road, Augusta,
on Saturday, September 29, from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday, Sep-
tember 30, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

There will be 14 potters from the
Potters Guild of New Jersey selling
their work: Theresa Mustafa, Diane
Suter, Vicki Pollack, Marguerite
Brennan, Susana Barbetti-Norton,
Linda Aldrich, Linda Garrabrandt,

Nancy Zarbock, Carol Harris, Carla
Horowitz, Jen Stein, Kathie
Leonardow, Kate Poland Hetman,
Wendy Morris.

Also for sale will be a  selection
of vases, wall pieces, pitchers, tea-
pots, platters, casseroles, raku and
pit-fired vessels in varying colors
and styles, and one-of-a-kind
sculptures and decorative objects
of art.

For more information on the Pot-
ters’ Guild of New Jersey, visit
pottersguildnj.org.

Westfield Recreation Fall
Registration Now Open

Learn About Underground
Railroad at Oct. 11 Lecture
ELIZABETH – The Union County

Civil War Sesquicentennial Commit-
tee invites the public to hear a special
lecture by Dr. Linda Caldwell Epps
about the Underground Railroad and
view new displays in the Civil War
Exhibition at the Union County
Courthouse in Elizabeth on Thurs-
day, October 11, beginning at 2 p.m.

Born and raised in Elizabeth, Dr.
Epps is a lifelong resident of New
Jersey and a career educator. She
earned degrees from Rutgers Univer-
sity and Seton Hall University, and
her doctorate from Drew University.
A past-president of the New Jersey
Historical Society, she is the current
President and CEO of 1804 Consult-
ants, an organization that works for
the advancement of not-for-profit

educational and cultural institutions.
The lecture by Dr. Epps will be

presented in the Courtroom of the
Hon. Karen M. Cassidy, Assignment
Judge of the Superior Court, begin-
ning at 2 p.m. To reserve a seat for the
lecture, please call (908) 527-4999.

The Civil War Exhibition is on
display until 2015 in the rotunda of
the Union County Courthouse, 2
Broad Street in historic midtown
Elizabeth. The exhibit may be viewed
weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. The displays will change from
time to time. Anyone wishing to loan
historical artifacts from the Civil War
era for the exhibit can contact com-
mittee member Katherine Craig at
(908) 282-7617. All objects will be
secured, locked and acknowledged.

WESTFIELD - The Westfield Rec-
reation Department is now taking reg-
istration for their fall classes that start
in October.

On Mondays, the department is
offering “Rock N’ Rec”. These music
classes include: Intro to Rock Instru-
ments, ages 7 plus from 6–6:45 p.m.;
Intro to Guitar, ages 8-11 from 7–
7:45 p.m., Teen Guitar ages 12 plus
from 8–8:45 p.m. and Lil Music
Makers, ages 3-6 from 10-10:45 a.m.
and 1:30–2:15 p.m.

Enrichment classes are offered in a
variety of areas. Jr. Scientist work-
shops are Monday for ages 5-8 from
5–5:45 p.m. and on Fridays for pre-k
from 3:30 – 4:15 p.m. from kinder-
garten through first from 4:30 – 5:15
p.m. and grades second through fifth
from 5:30 – 6:15 p.m. Little Bakers
for ages 5 –10 will be offered on
Wednesdays from 4:30 –5:15 p.m.

Two new classes being offered for
ages 5-10 are Creative Art Lab on
Tuesdays from 4:30 –5:15 p.m. and
Storytelling and Illustrations on Tues-
days from 5:30 – 6:15 p.m. To regis-
ter for any of these classes, visit
Smartycat Kids at
www.smartycatkids.com.

Engineering FUNdamentals with
LEGO is a new program being of-
fered. This class is for grades 2-6 on
Thursdays from 3:30-5 p.m. The pro-
gram applies real-word concepts in
physics, engineering and architec-
ture through engineer-designed
projects while using over 100,000
pieces of LEGO.

New for teens this fall on Tuesdays
is “My Fair Lady” a teen image pro-
gram for girls ages 11–13 from 3:30–
5 p.m. and ages 14–16  from 5:30–7
p.m. This program helps young la-
dies boost their confidence and en-
hance their image through topics such
as skincare, make-up application,
social etiquette, wardrobe coordina-
tion, assertive communication and
more.

For more information on these
classes or any other recreation pro-
gram, call (908) 789-4080 or go to
the website www.westfieldnj.gov/
recreation. To register on line 24/7
(except for enrichment classes) visit
r eg i s t e r. communi typas s .ne t /
westfield or at the Westfield Recre-
ation Department located at 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, Monday
through Friday 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

***
Westfield Community

Players Present
***

The Fox on the
Fairway

***
Opening

Saturday, October 6

1000 North Avenue West,
Westfield

Box Office: (908) 232-1221


