
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, September 27, 2012 Page 3

Gelinne to Succeed Maggio
As United Fund Exec. Director

PIZZA AND POLITICS... Fanwood Democratic council candidates Jack
Molenaar, left, and Dan Levine, sit at the kids table at a pizza-party fundraiser
for the two candidates, sponsored by Mayor Colleen Mahr, at Nick’s Deli in
Fanwood on September 20.

To get an accurate assessment of
the state of our nation’s economy one
only needs to look at the current
fiscal data coming out of Washing-
ton.

Our gross national debt recently
topped the $16-trillion mark for the
first time in our Nation’s history.

Moody’s Investor Services warned
that it might downgrade the United
States’ AAA credit rating if govern-
ment officials don’t deal with the
Nation’s debt problems.

The nonpartisan Congressional
Budget Office (CBO) reported re-
cently that the 2012 budget deficit
through August stands at $1.17 tril-
lion – the fourth straight year of defi-
cits exceeding $1 trillion.

Americans recently learned that
only 96,000 jobs were created last
month, continuing a streak of 43 con-
secutive months of unemployment 8
percent or higher. And nearly 370,000
more Americans simply gave up even
looking for work in August, placing
labor force participation at its lowest
rate in three decades.

And top accounting firm Ernst &
Young released a study commissioned
by the National Federation of Inde-
pendent Business (NFIB) showing
more than 700,000 jobs could be lost
nationally should Congress allow the
Bush-era tax cuts to expire.

Over the past several months I have
met with our state’s job creators
throughout the Seventh Congres-
sional District to understand better
what Congress can do to jump-start
our economy and get more Ameri-
cans working again.

During our meetings I heard a con-
sistent message: The best way Con-
gress can help put more Americans
back to work is to provide greater
economic certainty to small busi-
nesses.

We all know that small businesses
are the economic engine that keeps
our country moving. Seven in 10 jobs
in this country are created by small
businesses. And small businesses are
the heart of thriving local economies
and critical to our national recovery
efforts. Yet too many small businesses
are struggling to expand under the
weight of higher taxes, red ink, over-
regulation, runaway federal spend-
ing and rising energy prices.

House Republicans and some con-
gressional Democrats have made ev-
ery effort to address these issues and
provide greater certainty to individu-
als and small businesses. We have
passed more than 35 bills that would
help improve our economy and spark
job creation, but nearly all of these
bipartisan measures await action in
the Democratically-controlled Sen-

ate.
In the House, we have voted to

extend the current tax rates for all
Americans and pledged to move for-
ward with tax code reform in 2013.
And we worked together to cut taxes
on small businesses. We have passed
a federal budget that tackles the
Nation’s most pressing fiscal prob-
lems and brings our federal budget
back into balance. And the House has
put forth a responsible plan to re-
place the scheduled defense seques-
ter with an alternative that eliminates
wasteful spending and reduces the
scope of government in a responsible
manner while not threatening our na-
tional security.

The House has passed legislation
that repeals cumbersome federal regu-
lations, reducing costs of federal red
tape. And we have passed an all-of-
the-above American-made energy
policy to expand affordable energy
and create jobs.

Let me be clear – we have had
some bipartisan success working with
the U.S. Senate. Together the House
and Senate passed a combined legis-
lative package signed into law by
President Barack Obama to fund fed-
eral transportation programs and cre-
ate thousands of jobs while also keep-
ing loan rates low for millions of
students.

And over the summer Congress
passed a new law that will ensure that
patients will have improved access to
innovative, life-saving therapies and
medical devices while protecting and
creating jobs in New Jersey.

This bipartisan cooperation, how-
ever, has not gone far enough.

The U.S. Senate must consider the
dozens of bipartisan, pro-jobs House-
passed measures currently stalled and
awaiting action. Only then can we
remove the cloak of uncertainty and
achieve the economic growth that
our Nation so desperately needs.

Rep. Leonard Lance
7th Congressional District

WESTFIELD –  The Board of
Trustees of the Westfield United Fund
(WUF) has announced that Linda
Maggio, executive director for the
past 38 years, will assume the posi-
tion of director emeritus, effective
October 1. Deirdre Gelinne, assistant
director and a past WUF volunteer,
will become the fund’s new execu-
tive director.

Ms. Maggio joined the Westfield
United Fund as executive director in
1975, overseeing its transition from a
largely volunteer effort to a profes-
sional fundraising organization. Dur-
ing her tenure, the fund has greatly
expanded its role in the community,
more than doubling its annual
fundraising – from $292,250 to a
high of $719,000 – and substantially
increasing its member agencies and
volunteer participation.

Among the highlights of Ms.
Maggio’s tenure were the launch of a
commuter campaign for payroll giv-
ing and the creation of the Pillars
Club, the fund’s leadership giving
program, which now accounts for
over two-thirds of the annual goal.
She established the fund’s offices in
the historic Westfield train station,
helping to enhance its visibility in
town.

In her many years with the fund,
Ms. Maggio has witnessed and re-
sponded to the changing needs of the
community. The rise of two-income
families, for example, has created a
greater demand for childcare, while
Westfield’s growing senior popula-
tion has generated a need for services
like Mobile Meals and senior trans-
portation. The fund currently sup-
ports 20 -member agencies that serve
children, the elderly, low-income
families and the physically and men-
tally disabled.

Ms. Maggio’s devotion to
Westfield has extended beyond her
role at the WUF. In 1994, she chaired
Westfield’s bicentennial celebration
commission, organizing a town-wide
time capsule, costume ball, parade
and revue. In a more somber effort,
she was asked by Mayor Greg
McDermott in 2001 to coordinate
the immense outpouring of support
for Westfield’s 9/11 widows. The
aid groups she organized became a
model for other communities
throughout the state.

“The Town of Westfield has been
blessed to have Linda’s compassion-
ate, dedicated leadership at the helm
of this organization for nearly four
decades,” said Charlie Weidman,
president of the Board of Trustees.
“While she is impossible to replace,
we are confident that the fund will
continue to thrive under the new lead-
ership of Deirdre Gelinne, who em-
bodies so many of the same outstand-
ing professional and personal quali-
ties as Linda.”

As director emeritus, Ms. Maggio
will continue her association with the
WUF in a consulting role, acting as
an advisor on special projects. She
has been a Westfield resident since
1962; she and her husband Glenn
also reside in Long Beach Island,
near their daughter, Stacey.

“The Westfield United Fund has
been like a second family to me,” Ms.
Maggio said. “It has been an im-

mense joy working with so many
dedicated volunteers – over 160 dif-
ferent trustees at last count – who
share my love of Westfield. While it
is bittersweet turning over the reins, I
take tremendous satisfaction know-
ing that the organization we created
will be in very capable and caring
hands.”

Ms. Gelinne has been serving as
assistant executive director of the
Westfield United Fund since Febru-
ary, following an extensive search.
She has been instrumental in increas-
ing the fund’s online marketing ef-
forts through a new website and
Facebook page. Prior to joining the
staff, she was a volunteer on the WUF
campaign telethon and nominating
committees.

Ms. Gelinne has been active in
several Westfield organizations, in-
cluding as co-chair of BRAKES, a
pedestrian safety group. She was a
founding member of “Save the
Rialto,” a grassroots effort that suc-
cessfully advocated to preserve the
local movie theater. She has served as
president of the parent organizations
for Wilson Elementary and Roosevelt
Intermediate Schools, and Mount
Saint Mary Academy. She is an ac-
tive member of St. Helen’s Romam
Catholic Church, the College
Woman’s Club of Westfield, Westfield
Service League and Westfield Girl
Scouts.

Ms. Gelinne has worked in finance
for Irving Trust (now Bank of New
York/Mellon) and Marine Midland
(now HSBC). She holds a bachelor’s
degree from Georgetown University
and an MBA from New York Univer-
sity. She and her husband, David,
have been Westfield residents since
1993 and have three children,
Katherine, Brian, and Caroline.

“I am honored and excited to fol-
low in Linda’s footsteps,” Ms.
Gelinne said. “Through her passion
and dedication, the Westfield United
Fund has become such a vital part of
our town. I welcome this opportu-
nity to give back to the community I
love and to continue her legacy of
Westfielders caring for
Westfielders.”

Founded in 1937, the Westfield
United Fund is currently celebrating
its 75th year. Since its inception, the
fund has raised and distributed over
$25 million to a broad range of social
services agencies. The 2012-2013
campaign kicked off this month with
a goal of raising $625,000.

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.
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THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

 OCTOBER  2012 EVENTS  
AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
HHours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9:00 pm  Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm  Sunday  1:00 - 5:00 pm 

Closed Monday, October 8 for Columbus Day 
PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS (Check website for all registration information) 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Check website for more programs & sign up info) 

10/3 10:00 am Computer Class: Genealogical Resources on the Internet (intermediate) 

10/3  7:00 pm The Kootz Band 

10/5  1:30 pm TGIF! Painter Edoard Manet (video) 

10/6 10:30 am The Life of Boris Karloff-Ron MacCloskey 

10/10  7:00 pm A Tribute to Les Paul and Mary Ford by Tom Doyle & Sandy Cory 

10/12  1:30 pm TGIF! Mark Twain (video) 

10/17  7:00 pm Olmstead Parks in NJ–with Author Jeanne Kolva 

10/18  7:00 pm The Changing NJ Education Landscape by Blogger Laura Waters 

10/19  1:30 pm TGIF! Babe Ruth (video)  

10/26  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: “Take Me Out to the Ball Game” 

10/27  1:30 pm Computer Class: Beginning Excel 2007 (beginner) 

10/29  6:00 pm Meet your new iPad or iPhone (Westfield residents only) 

10/30 10:00 am Computer Class: Photo Editing with Gimp (advanced) 

10/30  7:00 pm Story Slam-Let’s Tell Scary Stories 

10/3, 10, 17 or 10/4, 11, 18  6:30 pm LEGO Club-Call to Register (Grades 1-5) 

10/5, 12, 19  3:45 pm Mythology Club (elementary schoolers) 

10/14, 28  2:00 pm Grupo ñ: Spanish Storytime (10/14) & Craft (10/28) 

10/24  7:00 pm Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark–5th & 6th graders  

10/26  3:45 pm Chess Club-All ages, must know how to move pieces 

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney-at-Law

General Practice

Estate Planning and Probate

Divorce and Mediation

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. and Sat. Appt’s

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com

White Collar Criminal Defense

Garwood Cleanup Day
On Sat., October 20

GARWOOD – The Eighth Annual
Clean Communities Litter Cleanup
Day will be held in Garwood, Satur-
day, October 20, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
rain or shine. Volunteer Services,
neighborhoods, social and school
groups as well as individuals are in-
vited to work together to reduce the
amount of litter accumulating in vari-
ous parts of the borough. Supervi-
sion must be provided for all
children’s groups and all participants
must provide their own transporta-
tion to the municipal building to get
their supplies and site assignments.

DEM Candidate for Reelection

Union County Residents Should Plan
Ahead for Weather Emergencies

We in Union County are fortunate
to enjoy a relatively moderate cli-
mate. However, within the past couple
of years we have experienced a series
of extremes from destructive storms
to heat waves, and that calls for a new
level of awareness about preparing
your household for weather-related
emergencies.

The basics of planning ahead
haven’t changed much over the years,
such as keeping a supply of bottled
water and nonperishable food in a
handy spot along with a first aid kit.

There are also some useful new
gadgets on the market, including por-
table radios and flashlights you can
power by hand if the batteries run
down.

One of the most effective things
you can do is to keep informed about
conditions before, during and after
an extreme weather event, and this is
where some significant changes have
taken place.

Staying tuned in to your local tele-
vision and radio broadcasts has al-
ways been important, and for many
people that now means access to news
on the go through laptop computers,
netbooks and other portable devices.

For those of you who use a conven-
tional telephone at home, Union
County’s reverse 9-11 system auto-
matically dials your home number to
provide alerts about weather emer-
gencies.

Mobile phone users can sign up to
receive those alerts by text message
from Union County’s First Alert sys-
tem, by visiting ucfirstalert.org. There
is no charge for this service if you are
on your phone company’s free text
plan.

You can also sign up at

ucfirstalert.org to receive free alerts
by e-mail to your computer, smart
phone and other electronic devices.

Checking the Union County home
page at ucnj.org is another way to
stay informed about local resources.
For example, during the heat wave
last summer we posted alerts at
ucnj.org to keep residents up to date
about high temperatures, and to pro-
vide information on places to cool off
including local community centers,
county swimming pools and spray
parks.

The Union County Department of
Public Safety also posts guidance on
preparing for emergencies at ucnj.org.

For the many Union County resi-
dents with smart phones, the new
Hurricane App from the Red Cross
could prove useful for navigating a
wide variety of weather events.
Launched just last month, the Hurri-
cane App provides up-to-the-minute
information about local conditions
and it enables users to stay in touch
with family and friends through online
social networks.

Among other features, the Hurri-
cane App lets you broadcast an “I’m
safe” message to your social network
with the touch of a button.

The Hurricane App also provides
information on Red Cross shelters
along with guidance on creating a
family emergency plan. More infor-
mation is available at redcross.org.

One especially important thing to
keep in mind is that by staying in-
formed and planning ahead, you are
performing a valuable community
service. Your ability to help yourself
can enable our first responders to
focus more of their efforts on the
elderly, the infirm and others who
need may need an extra hand, help-
ing us all to have a better chance of
making it safely through, together.

Al Mirabella, Fanwood
Freeholder Chairman

‘Mail-In’ Ballots
Available From Clerk
COUNTY – Union County Clerk

Joanne Rajoppi has announced that a
“Vote-By-Mail” applications are
available for Union County voters at
the Westfield and Elizabeth offices of
the County Clerk. The Westfield An-
nex of the County Clerk is located at
300 North Avenue East, Westfield.
Office hours are 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
on Tuesdays and Thursdays; 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays; and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Saturdays. Voters may also pick up
the form at their local municipal build-
ing or download the form at
www.ucnj.org/government/county-
clerk/vote-by-mail or call Union
County Clerk’s office at (908) 527-
4996.  The deadline for Mail-In bal-
lots is Tuesday, October 30.

Feinsod Named New
NJSBA Exec. Dir.

TRENTON – Lawrence Feinsod
has been named executive director of
the New Jersey School Boards Asso-
ciation (NJSBA) following a nation-
wide search. He succeeds Marie Bilik
who, in May, announced her retire-
ment after five years as executive
director and a total of 19 years with
NJSBA.

NJSBA is a non-partisan federa-
tion of the state’s local boards of
education. It advocates the interests
of public schools and provides boards
of education with training and tech-
nical assistance in areas such as labor
relations, policy development, school
finance and school district gover-
nance.

Mr. Feinsod has served as chief
school administrator in the Cranford,
Madison and Mount Arlington school
districts. He began his career as a
teacher in Linden.

He will assume the position of
NJSBA executive director in late
October.

GOP Candidate for Reelection

Lance: Greater Certainty Is Needed to
Spur National Job Growth

Defibrillators Now
Required in Schools

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Assembly Republican
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield), known as “Janet’s Law,”
requiring New Jersey public and
nonpublic schools to be equipped
with an automated external defibril-
lator (AED), has been signed into law
by Governor Chris Christie. The new
law requires schools to establish
emergency action plans for respond-
ing to sudden cardiac events and train-
ing for school officials and coaches
on how to operate an AED.


