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VISIT TO CAMPAIGN HQS... Susan Kyrillos, wife of Republican United States
Senate candidate Joseph Kyrillos, visited Union County Republican Headquar-
ters in Westfield last Wednesday during “Women for Kyrillos” Night which is
held every Wednesday.  At right is Dorothy Burger of Summit.

Chivukula: Focus Should Be
Be on Strengthening Medicare

Ex.-Gov Florio to Speak at
Columbus Day Flag Raising
COUNTY – Union County’s fourth

Annual Columbus Day Flag Raising event
will be held Friday, October 5, at 1:30
p.m. on the steps of the historic Union
County Courthouse.

Speakers will include former Gov-
ernor James J. Florio, Cesarina Earl,
publisher of the Italian Voice, UNICO
Past  National  President  Renato
Biribin, Italian American One Voice
Founder Manny Alfano, and Mike
Giunta, president and founder of
Bayway Catering.

Union County Freeholder Chairman
Al Mirabella will host and emcee the
event. The Courthouse is located at 2
Broad Street in Elizabeth at the corner of
Rahway Avenue. In the event of rain, the
program will be moved in doors to the
County Courthouse Rotunda.

“Italian Americans continue to make
amazing contributions to America, and
we celebrate those contributions as well
as a culture that has made great contribu-
tions to modern society,” said Mr.
Mirabella, whose father, Gene, was the
first Italian-American Elizabeth police
chief.

UNICO District X and Plainfields’
UNICO works to organize and co-spon-
sor the event.

Italian-style refreshments will be
served after the event in the courthouse.

Paid parking is available in the Eliza-
beth midtown area at the J. Christian
Bollwage Parking deck at Elizabethtown
Plaza and Caldwell Place. A second deck
is located in Elizabeth’s Parking Deck 6
on Jefferson Avenue and Dickinson Street
with entrance on Dickinson Street.

Alternate Route Offered for
Police Officer Candidates

Westfield Hist. Soc. Inducts
Thirteen Into Hall of Fame

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield His-
torical Society, last Wednesday evening,
at the Echo Lake Country Club, cel-
ebrated its own with a grand cocktail
party and induction of Westfield resi-
dents into the Westfield Hall of Fame.
Former Westfield Mayor and former State
Senator Rich Bagger acted as host of the
evening. He introduced Mayor Andy
Skibitsky, who thanked everyone for their
contributions to the Town of Westfield.
He read a statement from Governor Chris
Christie, who was unable to attend the
event. The Governor thanked the recipi-
ents for their positive contribution to life
in Westfield. The Westfield Symphony
Orchestra played short humorous intro-
ductions for all of the inductees.

Bob Bauer, a 1938 Cornell graduate
was honored for his contributions to
Overlook Medical Center, in Summit, to
the radiology, emergency, and hospice
departments. Also for his contribution to
the Westfield Y in 2005.

Grover Connell was honored for his
contribution during World War II. He
was one of the largest rice importers in
the United States and was in the finan-
cial services business. His daughter,
Sarah Connell, accepted the honor on
her father’s behalf and said, “I’m sure
my father would love to be here to-
day.”

A posthumous honor was paid to
Charles Clark who had a mercantile busi-
ness and general store in Westfield dur-
ing Colonial Times. An actor from the
Westfield Community Players portrayed
Mr. Clark, and said, “It’s good to return
to Westfield again. I’ve been away a long
time.”

Robert Rooke, a 1913 Bucknell gradu-
ate was honored as a Navy veteran of
World War I. He was a member of the
New York Stock Exchange, and was
able to get out before Stock Market
crash of 1929. He had served as the
Westfield mayor. Mr. Rooke was also a
donor to the Westfield Y, and the
Westfield Fund. His award was accepted
by Betty List, who called his service
“outstanding.”

Gerald Glasser, Westfield High School
class of 1949, was honored as a long-time
Westfield resident, an author of text-
books, a professor of business at New

York University and donor to Westfield
High School, Overlook Medical Center
and the Westfield Fund.

“Westfield prepared me for the real
world,” Mr. Glasser said. He started Sta-
tistical Research, Inc. on Prospect Street,
which is no longer in business, and served
on the Board of Governors of Union
County College.

Another Westfield resident was hon-
ored posthumously, Samuel Downer, Jr.,
who was portrayed by Lou Savarese of
the Westfield Community Players. He
was in the Battle of Springfield, and
George Washington really did stay at
their house.

William Clotsworthy was honored. He
started out as a page at NBC and went on
to become an executive in broadcasting
and advertising. He is the author of five
books on presidents. When accepting his
award, he called Westfield, “The greatest
little town in the greatest country in the
world.”

Lee Hale accepted the honor for Rob-
ert N. Buck, who built his own glider at
age 15. He worked for TWA and flew
transcontinental mail during World War
II. In 1965, he flew a Boeing 707 across
both poles. He also volunteered for the
weather service and flew B17s doing
weather research. He also wrote seven
books on aviation.

Charles Codding was also honored. A
graduate of Yale Law School, he was the
president and director of the Arbiter’s
Club on Park Avenue, New York. Ac-
cepting the award on his behalf was actor,
Russell Ortiz, who commented on the
growth of Westfield.

The McGinley family was honored,
Ed 2nd, Ed 3rd, Gerald and Richard, as a
football and business dynasty. Their fa-
ther, Edward McGinley 2nd, was a star
for the University of Pennsylvania, played
for the New York Giants, and at the same
time, coached the St. Joseph College in
Philadelphia, Pa. The father has passed
away, but three of his sons who also were
great football players for Westfield High
School, and later successful bankers were
on hand to accept the reward. Ed
McGinley, 3rd, humbly thanked the his-
torical society for the honor and said,
“This town molded us. Thank God for
Westfield. My brothers and I love
Westfield. To all of you, thank you and
God Bless.”
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DWC Promotes Fall Events;
DBIZ Loan Approved

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – At its monthly Board
of Directors meeting this past Monday
evening, the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration (DWC), the management entity
of the Special Improvement District
(SID), promoted several events sched-
uled for the months of September and
October.

Downtown Westfield Restaurant
Week will be held for two weeks this
fall from Sunday, September 30, until
Thursday, October 11. Friday and Sat-
urday nights are excluded from the
special pricing promotion, which in-
cludes a $10 lunch menu and a $20 and
$30 dinner menu in participating res-
taurants.

Downtown Westfield Restaurant
Week is held twice a year, usually in
early February and October, in an effort
to stimulate business for the restaurants
in town.

According to DWC Executive Direc-
tor Sherry Cronin, there are over 20 res-
taurants that are currently participating in
the event with hopes of adding more
participants.

“We’ve done posters to put in all the
restaurants that are participating just to
let people know about it and to encourage
reservations,” Ms. Cronin stated.

Some of the participating restaurants
include 16 Prospect Wine Bar & Bistro,
Ana Beall’s Tea Room, The Brick Oven,
Boulevard Bistro, Gabi’s Sushi &
Noodles, Isabella’s American Bistro,
Jeffrey’s of Westfield, Robert Treat Deli-
catessen and Wild Greens.

There will also be promotions at sev-
eral of the dessert shops in town, such as
Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe, Cold Stone
Creamery and Swirl Whirl Yogurt Buf-
fet, as well as discounts at some of the
local liquor stores, such as CoolVines,
The Liquor Basket and Westfield Wine
& Liquor.

A full list can be found on the DWC’s
website, located at WestfieldToday.com.

The board next promoted the Down-
town Westfield Girls’ Night Out event, to
be held Thursday, October 18, from 5
p.m. to 9 p.m. The event will be held rain
or shine.

Girls’ Night Out is another biannual
experience sponsored by the DWC that is
held in the spring and the fall. As opposed
to Downtown Westfield Restaurant
Week, the focus for this event is geared
toward the retailers in town. Many retail-
ers in town participate by remaining open
late and providing free samples and dis-
counts on their wares.

Several restaurants in town also pro-
vide discounts on meals for the night.

The most recent Girls’ Night Out held
this past April had over 1,600 registered
participants and over 60 retailers and
restaurants participating.

“We’ve had one ad only run so far and
we’ve had 1,036 women already signed
up,” Ms. Cronin stared. “We’re watching
our enrollment numbers to see where
they go.”

Additional sponsors include Saint
Barnabas Medical Center from
Livingston, Westfield Imaging Center
and The Vein Center.

Instead of the usual registration site in
town at 154 East Broad Street, a former
bank being converted into the retailer
Urban Outfitters, the DWC booth will be
located in the old Esprit property at 151
East Broad Street. Interested parties can
pre-register for the event online at
WestfieldToday.com.

In other news, the board announced it
has been approved for the Downtown
Business Improvement Zone Loan Fund,
or DBIZ loan, that it applied for recently
in conjunction with the Town of
Westfield.

As covered in a recent edition of The
Westfield Leader and The Times, the
loan is in the amount of $105,000 and
will be interest free. Ninety-five thou-
sand dollars of the loan will be used by
the town for improvements to Munici-
pal Parking Lot 4, while the remaining
$10,000 will be used by the DWC for
grants for façade improvements for busi-
nesses in the downtown area. The town
and the DWC will have 10 years to repay
the DBIZ loan.

The DWC’s next Board of Directors
meeting open to the public is scheduled
for Monday, October 22, at 7:30 p.m.
The DWC office is located at 105 Elm
Street.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Applications are
now being accepted for individuals inter-
ested in becoming a New Jersey law
enforcement officer through the Alter-
nate Route candidate program at the John
H. Stamler Police Academy in Scotch
Plains.

The Alternate Route program allows
qualified candidates to participate in the
New Jersey Police Training
Commission’s Basic Course for police
officers without first being appointed to a
municipal or county police agency. Upon
graduation, the recruit is pre-trained and
ready to go to work. Registration materi-
als are available online at the Police
Academy’s website, www.ucnj.org/
policeacademy, and at the John H. Stamler
Police Academy in Scotch Plains.

To register, applicants need to hand-
deliver their completed test application
form and non-refundable $75 examina-
tion fee to the main office at the Police
Academy, 1776 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains (on the Union County Vo-Tech
campus) by 4 p.m. on Wednesday, No-
vember 14. The registrant must bring
photo identification to submit the regis-
tration form, and also present it on the
day of the examination.

The written examination will be ad-
ministered at the Academy on Saturday,
November 17. Pre-registration is required.
Upon submission of the registration form
to the Police Academy, the registrant will
be given additional instructions regard-
ing the Alternate Route candidate test
application. The state sets forth that an
Alternate Route candidate be a citizen of
the United States, be able to read, write
and speak the English language well and
intelligently, be of good moral character,
and have not been convicted of any crimi-
nal offense involving moral turpitude,
and be sound in body and of good health
sufficient to satisfy the board of trustees
of the Police and Firemen’s Retirement
System of New Jersey as to eligibility for
membership in the retirement system.
Candidates also must have a minimum of

60 earned academic credits from an ac-
credited college or university.

Qualified veterans, as defined by the
New Jersey Department of Military and
Veterans Affairs, who have not earned 60
credits, can substitute two years of full-
time, active duty military service, or a
combination of college credits and full-
time active duty military service to sat-
isfy the education requirement. The writ-
ten examination is the first step of the
process. Registrants who score highest
on the examination will be considered for
the handful of openings as part of Class
109, which attends the Police Academy
from 5:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. July through
December 2013, or Class 110, which
runs from January through June 2014.
Tuition for an Alternate Route Recruit is
$1,890. Additionally, the Alternate Route
Recruit is responsible for approximately
$2,500 in additional purchases, includ-
ing uniforms, equipment, supplies, am-
munition, a medical examination and
psychological testing.

The candidate also has to undergo
drug testing and physical ability test-
ing. Participating in the Alternate Route
application process does not guarantee
selection as an Alternate Route recruit,
and successful completion of the Basic
Training Program for Police Officers
by a candidate who has been selected to
participate as an Alternate Route re-
cruit does not guarantee employment.
Upon graduation, a candidate has three
years to find full-time employment, at
which time the certification expires.
Detailed information about the program
and the necessary paperwork can be
accessed online at www.ucnj.org/
policeacademy.

This program is offered by the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office and Union
County Police Chiefs Association, and in
accordance to the guidelines set forth by
the New Jersey Police Training Commis-
sion. The Alternate Route program has
been resumed for 2013 after a two-year
hiatus by the state.

State PBA Endorses
Lance for Reelection

FLEMINGTON – The 33,000-mem-
ber New Jersey State Policemen’s Be-
nevolent Association (PBA) has endorsed
Rep. Leonard Lance’s (R-7th) reelection
to Congress.

“You have demonstrated a true com-
mitment to law enforcement in assisting
our efforts to protect our streets and our
officers,” New Jersey State PBA Presi-
dent Anthony F. Wieners said in a letter
to the Congressman. “You have shown
your dedication to law enforcement of-
ficers many times in this term including
when you voted for an supported nu-
merous critical crime fighting initia-
tives.”

The N.J. State PBA praised Rep.
Lance for supporting federal grant
programs such as the COPS Program
and JAG Byrne Grants and in, “ensur-
ing that officers are protected on the

job.”
“Your efforts on behalf of law enforce-

ment have earned our appreciation, our
respect and our endorsement. Thank you
for your dedication to law enforcement in
the House of Representatives and for
always having an open door to me and the
New Jersey State PBA,” the letter con-
cluded.

“I am very grateful to have the en-
dorsement of the New Jersey PBA, an
organization whose members work
tirelessly each and every day to ensure
that our communities are safe places to
live, work and raise a family,” Rep.
Lance said.

“Rest assured I will continue in Con-
gress to be an ardent supporter of our state
law enforcement officers,” he said.

Rep. Lance is seeking his third term in
Congress.

SOMERVILLE – Democratic Con-
gressional Candidate Upendra
Chivukula continued his visits to senior
centers around the 7th District this past
week on his “Medicare not Vouchercare”
tour with a stop at Sunrise Senior Living
in Basking Ridge. The candidate spoke
with seniors about their concerns over
the future of Medicare and the potential

for facing increased costs if it is turned
into a voucher program.

“I will stand for our seniors and fight all
efforts by Congressman Lance and his Tea
Party friends to turn Medicare into
Vouchercare,” said Mr. Chivukula, a
Democratic state assemblyman from
Somerset County. “Instead of privatizing,
dismantling and gambling with this safety
net for our seniors, we should focus on
attempts to strengthen this program.”

Mr. Chivukula’s press release quoted
PolitifactNJ: “The Republican plan would
provide ‘premium support’ payments to
new beneficiaries to purchase private in-
surance or a plan that acts like traditional
Medicare. The term ‘voucher’ generally
describes this approach.”

The release also said the recent study
by the Center for American Progress
found that under the Romney-Ryan-
Lance Medicare plan, seniors turning
65 in 2023 could see their health care
costs increase by $59,500 during re-
tirement. That same study said by 2050
newly eligible seniors could pay
$331,200 more in Medicare costs over
their retirement.

“The bottom line is, seniors cannot af-
ford to gamble with the extreme plans of
Leonard Lance’s tea party friends to end
Medicare as we know it. It is essential that
we preserve this safety net because ensur-
ing our seniors have retirement security is
a key component of the American dream.”

Mr. Chivukula has served in the state
Assembly since 2003.

SPMC to Meet
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Management Corporation
(SPMC), the management entity of the
township’s Special Improvement, will
meet Wednesday, October 3, at 6:30 p.m.
in Room 202 of the Scotch Plains Mu-
nicipal Building.


