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Keeping Scotch Plains Working for Us  

Photo courtesy of Bob Cozzolina
LOCKS AND DAMS…Bob Cozzolina enjoys The Westfield Leader by the
Panama Canal showing the Miraflores Locks and ships going from the Pacific to
the Atlantic Ocean. About 30 to 40 ships use the canal in a 24-hour period.

CADILLAC CRONIES...Local residents hit the car show circuit in Clark with
their Cadillacs and The Westfield Leader. Pictured, from left to right, are: Greg
and June Roser of Fanwood; Arnie Civins of Scotch Plains and John Quattrocchi
of Garwood.

the BOE’s technology initiatives.
“Our first step, which we just ac-
complished, thanks to the support
of the board, was getting the LCD
projectors in each and every class-
room.”

“We have been using Smart
Boards in certain locations in the
schools and we have also been fol-
lowing the impact of the smart
boards,” Ms. Mast said.

The BOE has been testing de-
vices from Mimio, in this explor-
atory phase of the trial. Ms. Mast
indicated that there were “some”
fully capable interactive
whiteboards in the district, which
included School One. Ms. Mast
cited that, through systems like
Mimio, there implies quantifiable
efficiencies in learning because of
the flexibility of the equipment’s
technology.

 As for the viability of expanding
the use of such technology, Ms. Mast
said, “Though the smart boards bring
a dynamic nature to the classroom, it
also promotes a teacher-centric en-
vironment. [However], we continue
to follow [the study], and we look at
the samples [of Mimio systems] we
have...before we [can] bring it up to
scale.”

The BOE told The Times that there
currently are five Mimio devices in
test mode in the schools, with the
completion of the studies on the re-
sulting effects in the classroom to be
finalized and reported to the State of
New Jersey after the 2013 school
year.

In the spirit of “National Arts in
Education Week,” a resolution
passed in 2010 by the House of Rep-
resentatives and designated for ob-
servance between September 9 and
15, a cluster of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Art Department support-
ers attended Thursday’s meeting to
update and thank the BOE for ob-
serving the symbolic week in the
district, reiterating the importance
of the arts department and its educa-
tional practicality.

Agreeing with the teachers, Tal
Zaksenberg, a senior at the high
school, said, “That one period a day
I spend on my art class serves as an
escape from the monotony from the
average classroom academics, aver-
age classroom social scenarios.”

“[The art classes] support an ex-
pression of personal creativity,” said
Tal. “Time I’ve spent in my art classes
at the school...have helped reinforce
my passion for art.” Jeff Gutterman,
a 14-year veteran fine art teacher at
the high school, demonstrated that
there are many jobs and careers with
a study of art. He also pointed out
several graduates, from an arts
teacher, to a curator, to fashion and
shoe designers, to a comedian and a

graphics designer, who all are now
pushing themselves in the
workforce.

“Right now is a wonderful time
to be involved in the arts,” said Mr.
Gutterman. “The art department can
and does prepare students for life,
in the arts.”

“One of my new favorite sayings
is ‘you can’t be smart without art,’
and I think that is true,” said BOE
Vice-President Nancy Bauer.

 “Thank you, all the teachers...the
arts are terribly important for the
development of the total child,” Ms.
Hayes said. “And if we can’t give
them the opportunity when they are
here in school with us, where else
will they get that opportunity down
the line?”

The next open agenda meeting
will take place on Thursday, Octo-
ber 11, at 7:30 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion Administrative Building at Ev-
ergreen Avenue and Cedar Street.
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would likely look at a way to repair
everything over time, and would take
the condition of each individual roof
into consideration in terms of priori-
tizing projects. However, he did note,
“We heard more comments on the
turf field than we did on the roofs.”

In a press release handed out imme-
diately following the vote, Mr.
Mattessich thanked the voters of
Westfield who voted, attended meet-
ings and communicated with the board.
He also said, “Thank you to those who
did acknowledge that our proposals
for improving our facilities for the
children of Westfield were worth-
while.” It was then handwritten at the
bottom of the press release, “The re-
sults of this referendum will obvi-
ously weigh heavily on our thinking.”

Seven members of the BOE were at
town hall on Monday night as the votes
were tallied, and they remained behind
closed doors for approximately 15 min-
utes after the results were in with Su-
perintendent Dolan and Athletic Direc-
tor Sandra Mamary. When asked by
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times what
the board was doing behind closed
doors, President Mattessich said that
the board, “Sat around talking about
nothing,” and likened it to them all
going out to dinner.

Board members did not comment
to the press as they were exiting the
conference room, with member Mitch
Slater saying he was told not to com-
ment.

The earliest the board could put
another question on the ballot would
be December.

See results of the vote on page 17.
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Hall and Mancuso Hall.
“I want to make it very clear that

the program financing included re-
imbursement by Tioga, the people
that are doing the program, and that
absolutely no tax dollars from our
residents, our municipalities, those
governing units, or the County of
Union were used. Everything was
reimbursed by Tioga per the origi-
nal agreement,” Ms. DeFilippo said.

Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella asked if other towns and
school boards would have the op-
portunity to join the program.

“If there is enough interest, Free-
holder Mirabella, we would be
happy to do a second round,” Ms.
DeFilippo said, noting that other
towns and school districts did not
have the capital dollars to have sta-
bilized roofs where solar panels
could be installed.

“I think we were certainly on the
cutting edge of counties offering this
program to municipalities. It’s a per-
fect reason for us to pull the munici-
palities together,” Freeholder Mirabella
responded, saying he would like the
program extended to other towns.

Ms. DeFilippo said Morris and
Somerset Counties have programs
up and running while Hudson
County is three-quarters through
completing their program.

Passaic County also is interested,
but could not get a solar provider.
According to the American Solar
Energy Society, an oversupply in
the Solar Renewable Energy Credits
(SREC) market in New Jersey re-
sulted in a substantial drop in SREC
auction prices. That is said to have
been corrected when Governor Chris
Christie signed legislation over the
summer, S-1925/A-2966, accelerat-

ing Renewable Portfolio Standard
(RPS) requirements by four years to
increase SREC market capacity.

According to the Renewable En-
ergy Program report, Cranford will
save $8,273 the first year and $157,000
over the next 15 years in energy costs.
The Garwood BOE is projected to
save $5,580 the first year and $106,989
over 15 years, with Roselle Park sav-
ing $21,973 and $424,468, respec-
tively. UCC is expected to save $12,364
the first year and $242,305 over the
length of the program, while UCVTS
is to save $41,000 in year one and
$835,000 over the length of the pro-
gram.
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whether it would spill over onto their
properties. Mr. Quinn said the lights
were of a style he described as having
a “downward throw,” meaning the il-
lumination from the 150-watt bulbs
would be aimed down at the lot and
not outward onto adjacent properties.

In other business, the board rec-
ommended to the township council
that BIGG Playdate be permitted to
place two tables and eight chairs on
the sidewalk outside the East Second
Street establishment. The board also
formalized its July 9 approval of an
application by Xian Lin to open a
sushi restaurant on Park Avenue.

The board’s next meeting will be
on Wednesday, October 10, and it is
expected to hear two applications by
telephone companies to erect tempo-
rary cellular telephone towers for
about two years while the large util-
ity poles in the right-of-way parallel-
ing Terrill Road are replaced.
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tor, save about 30 percent on its
operating budget, Mr. Zimmer said.

Funding for these efforts is ex-
pected to come primarily from the
savings, which were the result of
refinancing many of the RVSA’s
bonds. The bonds were refinanced
at two rates; some were taxable
bonds paying 2.33 percent, while
others were tax-exempt bonds pay-
ing 1.80 percent. The two rates per-
mit a portion of the money to be
used by RVSA for the public-pri-
vate partnership currently being
considered for operation of RVSA’s
co-generation facility.

Mr. Zimmer said a small portion
of the funding, $70,000 per year,
or 0.3 percent of the 2012 assess-
ment, for the next several years
would be assessed to the member
municipalities. This amount would
grow to $125,000 in 2017 and to
$225,000 in 2022. He said the sav-
ings from the refinancing would
have almost entirely disappeared
by the completion of the third five-
year capital asset management
plan, and the additions to the as-
sessment would rise after that, but
by then, the Authority would likely
be seeing some significant operat-
ing savings from lessened emer-
gency work.

So, while the assessment on the
11 member towns in the RVSA is
shown rising to $700,000 by 2027
and increasing to $1,000,000 in
2031, this also represents comple-
tion of the useful life of many com-
ponents purchased during the
plant’s expansion, Mr. Zimmer said.
The member towns are Clark,
Cranford, Garwood, Kenilworth,
Mountainside, Rahway, Roselle
Park, Scotch Plains, Springfield,
Westfield and Woodbridge.

James Meehan, RVSA’s execu-
tive director, compared this pro-
gram to a driver who is religious
about vehicle maintenance, and
noted that regular care often in-
creases the useful life of a car by
significant amounts.

Mr. Zimmer described this as a
“unique opportunity for RVSA in
the entire state.” What is not yet
clear is whether the proposed plan
is legal. Mr. Zimmer stated that he
believes it to be legal, but in order
to be certain the savings from the
refinancing could be used, he would
need to submit the program for ex-
amination by the New Jersey attor-
ney general. He said the greatest
risk to this plan was from recent
laws requiring surpluses to be re-
turned to ratepayers.

Mr. Zimmer also said the plan
should help towns maintain com-
pliance with the state’s 2-percent
cap on property-tax levies by flat-
tening charges. John Buonocore,
an RVSA staff engineer, noted that
the added costs, which begin at
$70,000 per year, are spread among
the member municipalities. Mr.
Meehan said the refinancing sav-
ings, which will be the primary
funding source for this plan, would
represent between $2 and $3 per
household each year.

Mr. Zimmer described other pro-
grams of this type occurring
throughout the state, but he said
they needed to be funded by new
financing, while RVSA would, if
the plan is approved, be able to
execute the program from existing
financing, thus saving RVSA the
costs associated with new financ-
ing.

The Passaic River Litigation, of-
ficially known as N.J. DEP (De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion) versus Occidental Chemical
Corp. et al., has seen what RVSA’s
counsel, Brian Hak of the law firm
of Weiner Lesniak, described as a
“surprising” ruling, as the judge
refused to permit defendants to de-
fer naming fourth-party defendants.
N.J. DEP alleges in the lawsuit that
Occidental discharged dangerous
chemicals into the Newark Bay.

A closed session of the RVSA
meeting was held prior to the com-
missioners voting on a resolution to
name fourth-party defendants.
When open session was restarted, a
vote was held on the resolution to
file a fourth-party complaint and
the board voted the resolution down.

It also was announced that
Cranford’s commissioner, Jim
Murphy, has resigned from the board
due to relocation. The Cranford Town-
ship Committee on Tuesday named
former commissioner Mark Dugan as
the new representative.
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Suzette F. Stalker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRANSITION TIME...Linda Maggio, left, longtime head of the Westfield United
Fund, will assume the role of director emeritus when Deirdre Gelinne, right,
becomes the Fund’s new executive director, effective October 1. Ms. Maggio
oversaw a period of tremendous growth and change in both the town and the
Fund during her nearly four decades as executive director. Also pictured is “Miss
Molly,” Ms. Maggio’s faithful sidekick and a popular presence at United Fund
headquarters and around Westfield. See story on page 3.Westfield Farmers’ Market

BONJOUR...Thirteen students from the Amiens School of Management, located
one hour north of Paris in Amiens, France in the region of Picardie, meet with
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky on September 20. All are studying at Kean
University to improve their command of written and conversational English
during the fall semester. They also have been accepted to intern at Walt Disney
World in Orlando, Fla. for the Spring 2013.


