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Correction
A front-page story in last week’s

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
on coverage of the Scotch Plains
Township Council should have re-
ported that Scotch Plains Council-
men Michael Marcus and Edward
Saridaki do not receive township
health insurance. We apologize for
the error.

Jason Kim for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NATIONAL ARTS WEEK... A cluster of Scotch Plains-Fanwood Art Department supporters attended Thursday’s board
of education (BOE) meeting to update and thank the BOE for observing “National Arts in Education Week” during
September 9 to 15 in the district. Students’ artwork is displayed in the BOE meeting room at Evergreen Elementary School.
Pictured, from left to right, are: SP-F BOE Business Administrator Deborah Saridacki, Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Hayes and BOE members Nancy Bauer and David Gorbunoff.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAIR FOR A CAUSE…Sara Lerner of Discovery Toys helps a shopper at the
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation Fair held at the Fanwood Train Station on
Saturday.

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ADDRESSING CAPITAL NEEDS...David Zimmer, executive director of the
New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust, right, addresses the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority’s Board of Commissioners. Watching the presenta-
tion, pictured left to right, are: Randall Hering of Rahway, Allen Chin of
Westfield and Frank Mazzarella of Clark.

SPF BOE to Begin Search for
Permanent School One Principal

By JASON KIM
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion (BOE), Thursday night, stated
that an official search for a perma-
nent School One principal would
start during November and Decem-
ber of this year. In the wake of the
retirement announcement of long-
time district educator and now re-
tired School One Principal Jeffrey
Grysko, the BOE cited the impor-
tance of quality and efficiency con-
siderations for calling on such a
time frame.

“Given the timing of Mr. Grysko’s

announcement, we did not want to
rush the search for a [permanent]
principal,” said Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes, when
asked by Julio Gomez of Fanwood,
a parent with children in School
One. “We will reopen the search
probably in the November-Decem-
ber time frame.”

Ms. Hayes, however, indicated in
a subsequent statement that the ac-
tual interview process would possi-
bly start in first quarter of 2013.

“January-February time frame is
usually that time of year to get the
best applicant pool for that type of
position,” Ms. Hayes said. “This

would enable us to appoint to the
position a new principal in the early
spring, and give the person ample
time...and get well acclimated and
begin [the new position], well im-
mersed on July 1 [2013].”

When asked about the future of
current interim principal at School
One, Merrie Snow, Ms. Hayes said,
“She has agreed to work with us
throughout the course of this year.
We thought that that would be a
wise decision for School One. And
now that the school year has started,
likely Principal Snow will stay the
balance of the year.”

The BOE told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that typically, in-
terim principals within its district
are not considered for taking over
that position permanently. And the
BOE has indicated that Ms. Snow
would not be one of the considered
candidates for the permanent posi-
tion in the search process. How-
ever, the BOE reiterated, Ms. Snow
would stay with School One through
the 2012-2013 school year, as cur-
rent plans dictate.

During Thursday’s BOE meeting,
the issue of classroom learning tech-
nology was raised by the same con-
cerned parent. The specific question
pertained to “interactive whiteboard”
technology, namely Smart Board
technology, which combines digital
projectors and the Mimio
“whiteboard capture device” system.
Mimio is a brand which has been an
industry competitor, starting from
the late 1990s, combining flexible
and mobile whiteboard capture de-
vices, and incorporating Smart
Board software and aggregation tech
philosophies – concentrating prima-
rily for business and education.

“The district has certainly been
moving towards a uniform class-
room, in respect to technology,”
said Joan Mast, assistant superin-
tendent of curriculum, who heads
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County Installation of Solar
Panels Nearly Complete

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Towns, school
boards, Union County College
(UCC) and Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools (UCVTS)
are expected to save $251,000 in
energy costs in the first year of the
county’s renewable energy program
and $4.9 million over the next 15
years, Union County Improvement
Authority (UCIA) Executive Direc-
tor Charlotte DeFilippo reported to
the Board of Chosen Freeholders
last Thursday. The UCIA developed
the program for the county and local
government units.

Through its contractor, Tioga En-
ergy, Inc., solar panels have been
installed in most of the 31 facilities
in 15 participating towns and school
districts, as well as UCC and
UCVTS.

Jonathan Williams, UCIA gen-
eral counsel, said solar panels have
been installed at all buildings in-
cluded in the program with the ex-
ception of Roselle Borough Hall,
where panels are to be installed this
week, and in Berkeley Heights
schools, which just received final
inspection prior to installation of
solar at those schools. Panels are
being installed at Governor

Livingston High School and Woo-
druff Elementary School, both in
Berkeley Heights.

“All the other installations are
complete and are generating elec-
tricity at the present time,” Mr. Wil-
liams said. He said program par-
ticipants purchase their electricity
from Tioga at a reduced rate from
what they would pay Public Ser-
vice Electric & Gas Co. (PSE&G)
or another power company.

School districts participating in
the program are: Winfield Board of
Education (BOE): Winfield Town-
ship School; Garwood Board of
Education (BOE): Lincoln School;
Hillside Board of Education: Hill-
side High School, Calvin Coolidge
School and BOE building; Morris-
Union Joint Commission (MUJC):
MUJC Transportation Department;
New Providence Board of Educa-
tion: New Providence High School
and Alan W. Roberts School;
Roselle BOE: Charles Grace Wilday
School; Roselle Park BOE: Roselle
Park High School, Roselle Park
Middle School, Sherman Elemen-
tary School and EJF Aldene El-
ementary School.

Town participants are: Township
of Cranford: Cranford Community
Center and Cranford Public Library;
City of Rahway: Department of
Public Works (DPW); City of Lin-
den: Senior Center, Public Library,
DPW, municipal parking garages
and Memorial Field complex, and
Plainfield DPW.

County installations include
UCC, Cranford campus; and the
UCVTS in Scotch Plains, where
solar panels have been installed at
West Hall, Baxel Hall, Bistocchi
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Planning Board OKs Stage
House Parking Expansion

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s planning board on Mon-
day gave conditional approval to an
expansion of the Stage House
Tavern’s parking lot, as well as a
revamping of the lot’s entrance and
exit.

Questions about whether the lot is
adequately lit led the board, as a
condition of its approval, to ask for
a new lighting plan for the lot, one
that will assuage the concerns of
some board members about both
safety and security in the lot after
dark, particularly the area near the
northeast corner.

The present parking lot, which has
spaces for 64, falls below the re-
quired 103 – a shortfall that was
allowed by a variance granted seven
years ago. Twenty-five additional
spaces will be created by the expan-
sion into a 70-foot by 120-foot piece
of land at the rear of the existing lot,
explained Thomas Quinn, an engi-

neer who prepared the site plan shown
to the planning board on Monday. As
part of the expansion, four handi-
capped parking spaces also will be
created.

“The economy is improving, busi-
ness is busy,” said attorney Richard
Cohen, explaining the Stage House’s
need for more parking.

In addition to the lot expansion,
plans call for a reconfiguring of the
lot’s ingress and egress off Front
Street. Presently, there are separate
driveways on either side of a narrow
building that are used to enter and
exit the lot. The entrance driveway,
which is closest to the Stage House
building, will be eliminated and the
present exit driveway will be wid-
ened into two lanes, via the elimina-
tion of the angled parking slots, and
used for both entry and exit.

During the public hearing on the
proposal, two residents whose prop-
erties abut the parking lot expressed
some concern about the lighting and
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WF Voters Say ‘No’ to Combined
Turf Field, Roof Repair Bond

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – On Monday night,
the Westfield Board of Education
(BOE) heard a resounding “no” as the
voters turned down the $16.9-million
bond referendum which would have
repaired roofs at every school in the
district and built a new lit turf field at
Westfield High School (WHS). The
final vote, including absentee ballots,
was 3,874 to 1,508. The bond referen-
dum was defeated in all of Westfield’s
25 voting districts.

Officials remarked that the 25-per-

cent voter turnout was high for a
special election, and also was high
for a board of education election,
which typically is held in April.

The issue of the lit turf field at
WHS was hotly contested by resi-
dents in the weeks leading up to the
vote, prompting many letters to the
editor, Internet forum comments and
lawn signs both for and against the
project.

Superintendent Margaret Dolan

said, “The voters spoke tonight and
we’re listening.” She added that she
would work to “chart a new course to
address the issues that exist within
the district.”

Board President Richard
Mattessich said that he expected the
BOE’s buildings and grounds com-
mittee to meet within a week’s time,
and that the district “still need[s] the
roofs.” He also said that the board

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

RVSA Hears Presentation On
Planned Costs for Repairs

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY – The board of com-
missioners of the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) last
Thursday heard a presentation de-
scribing how it might be able to
reduce operating costs by using
benefits of a refinance of its bonds.
Also, the board heard about a de-
velopment in the Passaic River liti-
gation case.

The bulk of last Thursday’s meet-
ing was spent by the commission-

ers listening to a presentation by
David Zimmer, executive director
of the New Jersey Environmental
Infrastructure Trust (NJEIT). The
idea of the program is that major
repairs or replacements can be per-
formed at far less cost than emer-
gency work. Typically, the savings
are between two-thirds and four-fifths
of emergency costs. This means that
by approaching these problems
proactively, the RVSA could, if
Camden’s experience is any indica-
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WELCOME TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD…Scotch Plains Mayor Mary DePaola
cuts the ribbon on Monday to open Darby Road, a new Irish pub on Park Avenue.
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