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A Letter to the Editor

Change is sometimes slow as
the wheels of government are in
the habit of operating in just that
fashion but with patience and
perseverance progress can be
achieved. The current Garwood
GOP led administration has been
in office for less than two years
and after evaluating the state of
affairs that was inherited from
our predecessors we can say with
confidence that we are moving
the borough forward.

While tending to the immedi-
ate daily needs of the borough
that first year as well as numer-
ous retirements in the police de-
partment to include replacing the
chief and captain, record snow
falls, an earthquake, Tropical
Storm Irene and a freak Hallow-
een ice/snow storm the mayor
has zeroed in on those areas
which were in the most need of
updating, revamping or repair.

The Office of Emergency Man-
agement is one such example of
the need to update and revamp.
Irene made it woefully apparent
that the prior administration left
the borough sorely lacking in the
services and equipment neces-
sary to ensure the safety of the
residents should a natural or
manmade emergency occur. We
support the mayor’s creating the
position of Director of Emergency
Management with a dully quali-
fied Garwood resident working
diligently to bring the borough
into compliance and complete
the extensive paperwork which
was necessary to submit to FEMA.
We also support her requests
this year to the finance commit-
tee to provide the necessary fund-
ing for up to date communication
equipment within borough hall
including the police department

and generators to ensure that
necessary borough services are
available and accessible to all
the residents no matter what the
circumstances.

The new Director of Emergency
Management will be investigat-
ing grant opportunities for the
borough to further enhance the
operations of our emergency ser-
vices; as council members we
will be supporting those efforts
as the safety of the residents will
be our number one priority.

We ask the residents of
Garwood to vote for us on Elec-
tion Day so that the Mayor can be
sure to get the support that she
needs to move Garwood forward
with this and with other impor-
tant endeavors . Please vote
Republican for Timothy Hak and
Mike Martin providing Common
Sense Solutions for Garwood.

Timothy Hak and Mike Martin
Garwood Republican Candidates

Hak, Martin Support GW Mayor
Creating Dir. of Emergency Mgmt.By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Superintendent
of Schools Teresa Quigley an-
nounced Tuesday night that the
state’s cost for school
employee’s health benefits pre-
miums would increase 14 per-
cent beginning in January 2013.
Ms. Quigley called it “steep”
and said such a large increase
was not budgeted for by the
Garwood Board of Education.
According to the School Board’s
Association website, in January
2012 health costs rose 10 per-
cent.

The superintendent said stu-
dent enrollment as of Septem-
ber 14 is 391. Preschool has 15
students, Language Learning
Disabled has eight students,
kindergarten, 36, with a 19/17
split amongst two classes, first
grade has 45 students split be-
tween two classes; second
grade has 34 students split be-
tween two classes; third grade
has 44 students split amongst
two classes; fourth grade has
50 students, with a 26/24 split
amongst two classes; fifth grade
has 31 students, sixth grade
has 45 students; split between
two classes, seventh grade has
47 students, split between two
classes; and eighth grade has
36 students split between two
classes.

The number of requirements
for Quality Single Accountabil-
ity Continuum (QSAC) was re-
duced and QSAC will be stream-
lined, Ms. Quigley said. Board
member Linda Koenig said that
tenure would no longer hold the
philosophy of “last in first out.”

Test scores were given to par-
ents last week and a report will
be given at next month’s board
meeting, Ms. Quigley said in
her report.

Thoroughly Modern Millie was
announced as this year’s eighth
grade play.

Friday folders are online on
the left side panel of the district’s
website and contain all school
information.

Resident Bruce Paterson
thanked the board for the Fri-
day folders and said, “It was
impressive.” He asked to have
contracts, such as the “Y” con-
tract and the teacher’s contract
also available online.

Mr. Paterson also asked ques-
tions about the Westfield Area
“Y”’s contract with the district
to lease Washington School for
five years and how it will affect
public use of the field. Adele
Lewis, board president, said the
“Y” will allow the public to use
the field and will be the coordi-
nators of the use of the field.
“We could potentially have im-
proved use of the field,” she
said.

Ms. Quigley told The Westfield
Leader the “Y” has already taken
over the preschool and is using
a classroom in the Lincoln School
through the end of September.
She did not know when the “Y”
would move its preschool and
childcare to Washington School.

Resident Amanda Langston
asked the chain of command of
the Special Services Depart-
ment. Ms. Quigley said she
would act as the supervisor of
special services, as well as su-
perintendent of special services.

During the finance committee
report, it was announced that
the closing of the bond financ-
ing was September 19 and there
may be a presentation to the
board in October. The district
also received a $1,500 dona-
tion from the Knights of Colum-
bus for the preschool handi-
capped program.

The board approved on first
reading the following policies:
Communicating with the Pub-
lic; Media; District Publications;
Board of Education Meetings;
Distribution of Materials by Pu-
pils and Staff; Ad Hoc Advisory
Committees; School-connected
Organizations; Visitors, and
Technology.

Board member Christ ine
Guerriero said New Jersey
Monthly listed Arthur L. Johnson
High School in Clark 40th in
state high schools, up from
about 100th in previous years,
she said. Clark high school stu-
dents attend ALJ.

Board member John Sullivan
said the Education Foundation
of Garwood is looking for volun-
teers. “They are definitely in
need of new blood,” he said.

The PTA will host a walk to
school day the first Wednesday
of October at 8 a.m., Ms. Lewis
said. A volunteer will be as-
signed via lottery to a student
to walk to school that day.

Ms. Koenig made note of an
out-of-district placement this
year that wil l  cost about
$100,000. “We are two or three
placements away from a big
problem,” she said. The state
does not give Garwood aid for
these placements, where the
state in the past would cover
about 80 percent of the cost,
she said.

Coaches were appointed for
the 2012-2013 school year. New
field hockey coaches are Tamara
Benc and Karen Lukacovic.
Storey Dohner will be the out-
door education teacher. Tamara
Benc will be the Student Coun-
cil advisor. Ms. Benc and Terese
Cipoletto are the cheerleading
coaches. Matt Burke will be the
boys’ and girls’ basketball coach,
as well as the baseball coach.

Deutscher Club to
Host Octoberfest

CLARK – The Deutscher Club of
Clark, will host Octoberfest on
Saturday, October 6. The event
is open to the public.

Bernie’s Orchestra will perform
from 7 to 11 p.m. Admission is
$6 per non-member, $3 per
member. German and American
beverages and dinners will be
available from 6 to 9 p.m.

No outside food or beverages
permitted. jeans or sneakers are
allowed. German attire is en-
couraged.

The club is located at 787 Feath-
erbed Lane. Parking is free.

For information, call (732) 574-
8600 or visit deutscherclub.usa.

Garwood Board of Ed Says State
To Raise Health Costs 14 Percent


