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Hay Rides, Family Fun
Around Campfire at Trailside

WSO Opens 30th Season
With Bizet’s Carmen

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) opens
its 30th Anniversary season with a
concert performance of one of the
world’s most beloved operas,
Carmen by Georges Bizet, on Sat-
urday September 29, at 7 p.m. at
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

Fiery, beautiful and irresistible,
Carmen has thrilled audiences since
its premiere with its passionate score
and its powerful principal charac-
ter. Set in and around Seville, Spain,
in the 1800s, the iconic opera tells
the story of an alluring gypsy and
the fatal attraction she has for Cor-
poral Don José – but her fickle and
wandering nature lead her to the
dashing bullfighter Escamillio and
inevitable heartbreak and tragedy.

Audiences will thrill to the world’s
most recognizable operatic music
and some of the most striking melo-
dies ever written, including
Carmen’s “Habanera” and “Chan-
son Bohème,” Don José’s poignant
“Flower Song” and Escamillo’s
swaggering “Toreador Song.”

WSO is joined by an outstanding
roster of guest soloists led by inter-
nationally acclaimed mezzo-so-
prano Maria Todaro in the title role,

renowned American tenor William
Joyner as Don José, and Argentina’s
Gustavo Ahualli as Escamillo, the
dashing toreador. The program will
be sung in French with English
supertitles. The performance also
features Summit Chorale, Music Di-
rector Thomas Juneau, and the com-
bined choirs of Westfield’s Edison
and Roosevelt Schools. David Wroe
conducts.

“Carmen is the most popular op-
era in the French repertoire and I
am thrilled to have the opportunity
to bring this daring and passionate
work to life to celebrate the open-
ing of our 30th Anniversary Sea-
son” remarked Maestro Wroe.

This not-to-be-missed production
has been made possible through the
generous support of the Joseph
DeAlessandso Memorial Founda-
tion, the NJ State Council on the
Arts and the Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation.

The concert begins at 7 p.m. with
a free pre-concert lecture by Dr.
Barbara Thomson at 6:15 p.m. in
The Presbyterian Church of
Westfield Chapel. For tickets and
further information visit
westfieldsymphony.org or call
(908) 232 9400.

MOUNTAINSIDE – Tickets are
available for autumn hay rides and
fun around the campfire at Trailside
Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside. Sponsored by the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, these fun-filled autumn ac-
tivities include hay rides, folk songs
around a campfire, hot chocolate and
marshmallows toasted over the fire.

Tickets for these popular outings
must be purchased in advance. Seat-
ing for the hay rides is limited. Rides
begin at 6:30 p.m. on the Friday eve-
nings of September 21; October 5,
12, 19; and at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday,
October 14.

Tickets can be purchased every
day from noon to 5 p.m. at Trailside
Nature and Science Center, 452 New
Providence Road, Mountainside;
weekdays between 8:30 a.m. and 4

p.m. at the Union County Adminis-
tration Building, Department of Parks
and Community Renewal, 2nd Floor,
10 Elizabethtown Plaza at Rahway
Avenue in Elizabeth; or at the Union
County Services Building, 300 North
Avenue East, in Westfield, from 9:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday; 12:30 to 7:30 p.m. on
Thursday; and 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
on Friday.

No tickets will be sold at the hay
rides, so please register early. The cost
is $5 for Union County residents and
$10 for out-of-county participants.

For further information, call
Trailside Nature and Science Center
at (908) 789-3670; or the Union
County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal at (908) 527-
4900; or visit the Union County
website at www.ucnj.org.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“The Words”
Reading, Writing and Deceit

2 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

“The Words,” directed by Brian
Klugman and Lee Sternthal, is a story
inside a story, and then for good
measure, enveloped in yet another
story…all of them pretty much
wrapped up in the same conundrum:
What price glory? But that’s just
scratching the surface of this multi-
layered contemplation, full of swell
ideas but a bit too unwieldy in its
presentation.

First meet Rory Jansen, portrayed
by Bradley Cooper, only a few years
out of college and distressed that he
still hasn’t written The Great Ameri-
can Novel. Nope…the literati have
made no comparisons of his work to
Steinbeck’s “The Grapes of Wrath”
or Fitzgerald’s “The Great Gatsby”…
not yet. Well, at least he has a sup-
portive wife.

Too bad he can’t say the same for
his dad, a successful manufacturer of
widgets who wishes his dreamy off-
spring would do that thing most of-
fensively disparaging to aspiring
young authors. In other words, “get a
real job.” Pressure mounts. Gosh, it’s
not Rory’s fault that, after gradua-
tion, he just couldn’t seem to find his
way to the Novel Factory.

It gets worse. Self doubt, the ogre
that changes the author’s mantra from
“I’m great” to “maybe I’m just a
mediocre hack” rears its ugly head.
The ego agonizes. The idea of just
being part of the audience instead of
the grand influence is anathema. So,
as is usually the case in such parables,
Rory must decide what to do when a
shortcut presents itself.

If you’re a writer, morally it’s far
more egregious than a baseball great
taking steroids, or a decorated com-
bat veteran accepting credit for a
fallen comrade’s bravery. Think of it
as a found package with that most
detestable, unthinkable and shame-
ful word stenciled on it: Plagiarism.
Devil-sent, there’s no mistake about
it if you open it and use it. None!

You are a fraud, a phony, a
mountebank….everything that, as
a writer, you’ve tacitly taken an
oath to revile. You’re no better than
the next guy, probably worse. Not
only common and unremarkable,
you’re a hypocrite. Oh, mother of
mercy, the shame of it all. That is, if
you get caught. Hey, don’t be so
rash. Haven’t others gotten away
with it?

Imperiously above it all, posing
these multifarious questions of eth-
ics is Dennis Quaid’s Clay
Hammond, the famous author of
the allegory in question, reading
selections of his tale to a rapt body
of fans. And, just to add another

stratum of inquiry into the whys and
wherefores of literary ambition and
success, enters the alluring Daniella
(Olivia Wilde)

A Columbia grad student who in-
veigles her way back stage and soon
wins the scribe’s eyes and ears, her
intentions aren’t quite clear, maybe
not even to herself. But whatever
they are, a dusting of the room surely
would find traces of power, lust, skep-
ticism and fear. She wants to see
where he writes. The, uh, interroga-
tion moves to his apartment.

Ahem. With this bit of sexual ten-
sion tossed on, what was slightly
convoluted now gets a mite bulky.
And maybe too difficult to under-
stand for some audiences if you con-
sider a recent poll showing that nearly
two out of three voters in Ohio and
North Carolina aren’t sure who was
more responsible for killing Bin
Laden, the President or Mitt Rom-
ney.

In any case, this is more philo-
sophical and thought provoking than
it is artistically adept. But truth is, I’d
be hard put to suggest how the direc-
tors might have made their cogitation
on the vagaries of literary pursuit
more accessible, and I know it was
Mr. Obama who had the aforemen-
tioned terrorist leader eliminated. It
is in the movie’s nature to ramble.

Additionally, while Bradley
Cooper’s troubled protagonist is just
barely credible enough for the story’s
purposes, his performance is emblem-
atic of some rather average acting
performances. The exception is Jer-
emy Irons’s contribution as The Old
Man. After a slow start, his compel-
ling character proves central to all the
quandaries being mulled.

Also helping save “The Words’s”
most modest fortunes is the burning
mystery at the heart of it all. At the
promise of deep divulgences, the
more patient of us have invested some
emotion in the players. Sludge gum-
ming the works or not, we want to
know how this all came to be and how
it might be resolved. We figure there
has to be more to this.

Hence, the bemused audience that
let me share their space wasn’t in a
terrible hurry to leave once the clos-
ing credits rolled…speculating, as
did I, that there might be a postscript
before reel’s end. But, despite being
inherently intriguing and winning my
vote for the year’s best middling ef-
fort thus far, “The Words” is nothing
to write home about.

…
 “The Words,” rated PG-13, is a

CBS Films release directed by Brian
Klugman and Lee Sternthal and stars
Bradley Cooper, Zoe Saldana and Jer-
emy Irons. Running time: 97 minutes

The Woman’s Club of WF
Invites New Members to Join

 Clemmie Tabor

WESTFIELD — Clemmie Tabor,
First Vice President of the Woman’s
Club of Westfield has extended an
invitation to women in the Westfield
area who would like
to become a part of
the club and partici-
pate in its various ac-
tivities.

The club’s commu-
nity contributions are
directed toward spring
and fall scholarships
for Westfield High
School seniors,
Children’s Special-
ized Hospital, Boy
Scouts and Girl
Scouts, United Fund,
Overlook Hospice
and the Center for
Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
among many other organizations.

The Club’s volunteer services sup-
port Bridges meals for the hungry,

shelters for abused women, Christ-
mas treats for veterans, the Food
Bank of Hillside and multiple other
activities. Speakers, social events and

recreational opportu-
nities round out the
club’s programs.

Membership is not
limited to Westfield
residents. The Club
looks forward to meet-
ing with those inter-
ested in making new
friendships, doing
some rewarding char-
ity work and feeling
the satisfaction of giv-
ing back to the com-
munity.

For further informa-
tion, a brochure and

application, contact The Woman’s
Club of Westfield, P.O. Box 2428,
Westfield, N.J. 07091 or call (908)
232-8624.

Rahway Arts District Hosts
‘Artist Buzz’ Social

Trailside to Host ‘Hawks of
New Jersey’ Lecture

RAHWAY – Rahway Arts District,
Inc. a non-profit arts and economic
development organization in Rahway,
announces Artist Buzz, a monthly
social networking night for artists.
Artist Buzz is an opportunity for art-
ists to meet and socialize with other
area artists, share ideas, information,
and network, in an informal, friendly
atmosphere. Artist Buzz will be held
at different restaurants and venues
throughout Rahway from month to
month.

The first event will be held at
Cubanu Restaurant and Lounge, 1467
Main Street in Rahway, on Wednes-
day, September 26, from 7-9 p.m.
Cubanu is offering a $5 martini as the
Starving Artist featured cocktail for

the evening. There is no cover charge.
Cubanu features a full menu of Cu-
ban cuisine, including tapas, entrees,
and signature drinks like flavored
Mojitos.

Future Artist Buzz events will in-
clude a Halloween-themed meet up,
slide slam, video/film screening,
game night, and other opportunities
to socialize and network.

A multi-tier parking deck is lo-
cated on the corner of Lewis and
Main Streets, steps away from
Cubanu. On-street parking is also
available.

For more information on Artist
Buzz and other opportunities for art-
ists, visit www.ArtsRahway.com or
call (732) 540-1075.

Enlow Recital Hall to
Present Arco Ensemble

UNION – Gene and Shelley Enlow
Recital Hall at Kean University
(Enlow Hall) presents its third con-
cert season featuring New Jersey’s
virtuoso string chamber orchestra
Arco Ensemble on Sunday, October
14, at 3 p.m. Arco Ensemble will
perform a program of works by great
nationalist composers entitled “For
Love of the Homeland.”

Virtuoso violinist and conductor,
Guillermo Figueroa, performs with
Arco Ensemble in Ernesto Cordero’s
“Insula Tropical” for violin and string
orchestra. Mr. Figueroa will also con-
duct Anton Arensky’s Variations on a
Theme of Tchaikovsky, Béla Bartók’s
Rumanian Folk Dances, and Antonín
Dvorák’s Serenade for Strings.

Situated on Kean University’s east

campus, Enlow Hall is renowned for
its superb acoustics and elegant de-
sign. The newly renovated 300–seat
hall has been praised by noted per-
formers and patrons for its intimate
ambiance and proximity between
musicians and audience members.

Tickets to Enlow Hall can be pur-
chased by calling Kean Stage Box
Office at (908) 737-SHOW (7469),
online at enlowhall.kean.edu, or in
person at Kean University’s Wilkins
Theater Box Office.

Enlow Hall is located at 215 North
Avenue, Hillside. For complete Enlow
Hall 2012-13 Season information,
please visit the website or contact
Cory Ransom, Director, Operations
at (908) 737-5932,
ransomco@kean.edu.

THE SOUNDS OF MUSIC…The NJWA Rockin’ Jazz Band, directed by Dr. Ted
Schlosberg, can be heard at the FestiFall street fair in downtown Westfield on
Sunday, September 23. Among the other New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) groups performing will be the International American Alphorn Society,
the Conch Shell Ensemble, the Florian Schantz Jazz Ensemble, the Wednesday
Morning String Ensemble and a student jazz combo. For more information, call
the NJWA at (908) 789-9696 or visit the studios at 150-152 East Broad Street,
Westfield.

NEW SEASON…The Westfield Fencing Club is presently registering beginning,
intermediate and advanced fencers who are interested in participating in this
classic sport.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal
are pleased to offer a
lecture about “Hawks
of New Jersey” for
adults, 18 years and
older, at Trailside Na-
ture and Science Cen-
ter In Mountainside on
Thursday, September
20, from 7 to 8 p.m.

The program offers
an opportunity to meet
a live raptor and learn
about the lives of these
fascinating birds. Lauren Butcher,
education director at the Raptor Trust
in Millington, will introduce you to
some of the 16 species of diurnal
(daytime) birds of prey that fly through
the skies of New Jersey. Find out how
expert hawk watchers identify them
as they make their seasonal journey

along the “migration highway” over-
head. The speaker will share a few
success stories in the ongoing effort to

conserve these birds of
prey.

The fee for the program
is $8 per person for resi-
dents of Union County
and $10 for out-of-county
participants. Pre-registra-
tion is preferred, but walk-
ins are welcome as space
allows. Doors open 15
minutes prior to the event.

For additional informa-
tion about this event or
other upcoming programs

and special events at Trailside, please
call (908)789-3670 or visit
www.ucnj.org/trailside. Trailside Na-
ture and Science Center is located at
452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside and is a service of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

Sharp-Shinned Hawk

Westfield Fencing Club
Begins New Season

WESTFIELD — Those who were
inspired by watching fencing in the
recent Olympic Games now have the
opportunity to personally experience
the excitement of participation in this
classic sport.

The Westfield Fencing Club, a di-
vision of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts (NJWA), is currently
registering students for the new sea-
son of classes and bouting for begin-
ning, intermediate and advanced fenc-
ers in sabre, foil and epée, using
electronic scoring equipment.

Classes are held on Wednesday
evenings, beginning Wednesday,
October 3, at 6:30 p.m. for beginners
and 7:30 p.m. for intermediate and
advanced students, and on Saturday
mornings, beginning October 6, at
9:30 a.m. for beginners and 10:30

a.m. for intermediate and advanced
fencers. Fencing classes are open to
students aged 10 and older, as well as
to adults, and consist of 30 one hour
lessons, held at All Saints’ Church,
559 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains.

Westfield Fencing Club coaches
Ron Margulis, Jerry Duffey, Charlie
Dooley, David Liss and Joe Zanko
will not only teach the skills involved
in this sport, but can help prepare
students to participate in competitions.

Fencers are asked to wear loose
fitting clothing and white-soled
sneakers to all classes. Fencing equip-
ment is available for rental.

Students must pre-register with the
NJWA before attending class. For
additional information, log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com, or
call (908) 789-9696.

Rahway Streets Come Alive
With Art, Music and Culture

RAHWAY – On October 4, forty-
five venues – arts organizations, non-
profits, retail shops, restaurants, art-
ist studios, and other businesses –
will open their doors to celebrate the
City of Rahway as a fast emerging
arts destination in the most interest-
ing and active cultural event of the
year – Rahway’s first annual Culture
Crawl.

More than 20 performing arts com-
panies and musicians, and 55 visual
artists, will exhibit, entertain, and de-
light visitors during this one-night feast
for arts and culture lovers. All live
music, visual arts, performance, inter-
active art, and outdoor encounters will
take place from 6 - 9 p.m. within a four-
block radius.

Produced by Rahway Arts District,
Inc., a non-profit organization dedi-
cated to establishing Rahway as a re-
gional hub for arts and culture, in part-
nership with the City of Rahway and
the Rahway business community,
Culture Crawl is fast on the heels of
the opening of Hamilton Stage, a
199-seat theater for the performing
arts, the new Arts Riverwalk and Arts
District parking lot on Hamilton
Street, and the recent opening of a
number of independent establish-
ments in Rahway’s Arts and Central
Business Districts.

Video, sound, sculpture, perfor-
mance, music, and other art forms
will link Irving Street, Main Street
and Cherry Street in a chain of excit-
ing and interactive experiences. A
visitor’s map highlighting the sites of
art, music, and cultural happenings will
be available online at
www.ArtsRahway.com and at various
locations in town.

Highlights of the evening include: A
beautifully haunting performance by
Ballets with a Twist on the Mainstage

of Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter (1601 Irving Street), the opening
reception of Stardust, a group art ex-
hibit at 1591 gallery (1591 Irving
Street), community haiku writing and
scavenger hunt by Guerilla Haiku
Movement (meeting at the Train Sta-
tion Plaza at the corner of Irving
Street and E. Milton Avenue), a site-
specific sound installation by A P
Vague under the Irving Street train
trestle, a performance of jazz compo-
sitions by Jean-Michel Pilc at RSI
Bank (1500 Irving Street) and
Rahway’s Battle of the Bands on Main
Street near the intersection of E.
Cherry Street.

Appetizer and drink specials,
raffles, giveaways, and other special
promotions will be available to Cul-
ture Crawlers with the presentation
of a Culture Crawl map. Participat-
ing businesses include Aria Bistro
and Bar at Hotel Indigo (1 Carriage
City Plaza), Flynn’s Irish Pub and
Steakhouse (1482 Main Street),
Cubanu Restaurant (1467 Main Street),
Wicked Flame retail shop (77 E. Milton
Avenue), Luciano’s Ristorante and
Lounge (1579 Main Street), Gino’s
Pizzeria (1576 Irving Street), The Wait-
ing Room (66 E. Cherry Street), and
On’ Ja Salon (1520 Irving Street).

CULTURE CRAWL...Sculptures, like
the one above by Jason Peters, will
delight visitors during the first annual
Culture Crawl in Rahway on Thurs-
day, October 4, from 6-9 p.m.

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Due Sorelle Jewelry
Fall Trunk Show

58 Elm Street • Westfield

www.juxtaposegallery.com
908-232-3278

Serving The Community for 38 Years

Saturday, September 29th • 11am - 5pm

Please Join Us


