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WHERE EVERYBODY  
COMES TO PLAY 

Every day at the Y, our sports and swim programs offer more than 
skill development; our fitness facilities and classes build more 
than strong bodies; and our child care programs offer more than 
just safe learning and play environments. 

At the Y, kids and adults get healthier while building relationships 
and gaining self-confidence. 

You can join anywhere, but you belong at the Y.  

WESTFIELD AREA Y  
220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org  
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.   

Financial assistance is available.  

JOIN BY SEPTEMBER 30 ...  

NO JOINER’S FEE (a $150 value!) 

Must not have been a full facility member for last 60 days. 

OFFER EXTENDED! 

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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Muriel Graffiti is in Poor Taste on
East 2nd St. in Scotch Plains

DePaola and Saridaki Comment on
State’s SP-FW Consolidation Decision

Graffiti is just the tip of the iceberg
when it comes to BIGG Playdate’s poor
taste and lack of judgment.

Recognized around the world as a sign
post of Brothels and Bordellos... the “Am-
ber Glow” and “Velvet Ropes” of the
“Red Light District” comes to the down-
town streets of Scotch Plains, complete
with the requisite “Lady on Display.”

While I was originally somewhat in-
different to the horrible mess smeared
across the exterior Willow Avenue side
of the business now known as “BIGG,”
on East Second Street, in downtown
Scotch Plains, I was also under the mis-
taken assumption that the owners of this
business had plans to, at least at some
point in the near future, paint over it. I am
therefore compelled to make a direct plea
to the business owners. Please paint the
wall back to a neutral color. It would be
much more pleasing to look at.

No matter what you assert, I firmly

believe that you, in your heart of hearts,
do realize that it is not so “pretty” or “fun
to look at” as you have stated. Swallow
your pride and clean it up. We are all
reasonable people after all, and I can get
on-board with letting the kids have some
fun. And I do not in any way mean to
offend you, any of the children or parents
of children who may have taken part in
this endeavor. I applaud your efforts and
hope that you had some fun. But to leave
this horrible blight on our neighborhood
is unconscionable.

To ignore the reasonable opinions and
feelings of your neighbors is somewhat
un-neighbor like, and borders on offen-
sive. Like any good “class project,” fun is
had, a mess is made, and then at the end
of the day you clean up. In this case,
however, you, the operators of “BIGG,”
have left the mess on our doorstep and
gone home. And continue to do so, day in
day out, unwilling to offer any inkling of
decorum or common decency towards
your neighbors, defending your blatant
rudeness and ignorance with the veil of
First Amendment rights and freedom of
expression. You are implying in some
way that your rights supersede everyone
else’s and the overall good of the neigh-
borhood, our property values, our local
economy, and the general image of our
town.

It is an injustice to us all. To me it
seems downright rude. While the First
Amendment grants you the right to ex-
press yourself, it should and does not do
so at the expense of others in the commu-
nity and the general good. Like yelling
“fire” in a crowded theater, there is free
expression, and then there’s common
sense. If you were a good neighbor you
would worry a little less about your First
Amendment right and a little more about
common sense, respect, and courtesy. In
a reasonable, rational, friendly world this
would not be an issue to be settled with
courts and judges, at taxpayer expense.
(Yet another burden you are putting on
our community). This would be an issue
where common sense would prevail and
neighbors’ rights would be considered.
We the public should not be forced to be
exposed to your expression. If you con-
tinue to force us to accept it as such just
because you can clutter the courts and
delay due process you are just selfish. I
admit that much of the responsibility
falls to us, the community, who through
our ignorance or lack of awareness have
left such a gaping hole in our zoning
ordinances that would allow such a blight
to be left un addressed. I can only hope
that one positive effect of this may be a
better awareness on the part of our com-
munity, and the council members and
mayor who represent us. But alas, a lack
of cohesive zoning laws has left us at
your mercy....

Again, I beg you, just swallow your
pride and do the right thing.

Elmer Rice
Scotch Plains

We would like to offer our thoughts on
the news that the Local Finance Board in
Trenton acted to allow a merger study to
move forward for the possible consolida-
tion of Scotch Plains and the Borough of
Fanwood.

We acknowledge the decision of the
Finance Board and the actions of the
Courage to Reconnect group thus far.
The Scotch Plains Township Council will
not be an impediment to this process and
will, in fact, appoint a member to the
study commission. Ultimately, if the pro-
cess moves forward it will be the voters
of both Scotch Plains and Fanwood that
have the final say on the matter. We see
no reason to stand in the way of letting the
voters be heard if this gets to a referen-
dum. In our minds, the biggest concern
right now on this matter is how this study
commission will be funded. While we
cannot speak for our government col-
leagues in Fanwood, their comments and
actions thus far appear to indicate that the
chance of the Borough offering up tax-
payer dollars to fund such a study is
remote. If that is the case, it is equally
remote that Scotch Plains taxpayers will
be asked to foot the entire cost.

While the prospect of a full consolida-
tion is intriguing, right now the Scotch
Plains Township Council is focused on
moving forward with a consolidation of
the Scotch Plains and Fanwood Police
Departments. We have bi-partisan sup-
port on our Council and are hopeful that

the final details will be worked out with
our colleagues in Fanwood so the police
consolidation can be ready to implement
in the near future. As representatives of
our citizens we needed to answer two
threshold questions before we could ap-
prove such a consolidation. First, will our
residents continue to be served and pro-
tected by an outstanding police force?
And second, will there be a justifiable
and significant savings for our taxpayers.
We believe the answer to both questions
is yes.

We have assurance from our Police
Chief Brian Mahoney that he believes
our citizens will be well served in a
consolidated police department. We feel
that Chief Mahoney will be a strong and
respected leader in such a department.
We understand that there could be con-
cern from our department members that
somehow their jobs will be in immediate
jeopardy should a consolidation happen.
There should be no such concern as full
consolidation will be accomplished over
several years and force numbers will be
reduced mainly through anticipated re-
tirements. Right now, we call on our
colleagues in Fanwood to come the table
to put the finishing touches on an initia-
tive that makes sense and will be a tax
savings for our residents.

Mayor Mary DePaola
Councilman Ed Saridaki

Scotch Plains

9/11 Can Happen Again Because Of
Our Present Naïve Foreign Policy

Hak, Martin Support GW Mayor
Creating Dir. of Emergency Mgmt.

Change is sometimes slow as the wheels
of government are in the habit of operat-
ing in just that fashion but with patience
and perseverance progress can be
achieved. The current Garwood GOP led
administration has been in office for less
than two years and after evaluating the
state of affairs that was inherited from our
predecessors we can say with confidence
that we are moving the borough forward.

While tending to the immediate daily
needs of the borough that first year as
well as numerous retirements in the po-
lice department to include replacing the
chief and captain, record snow falls, an
earthquake, Tropical Storm Irene and a
freak Halloween ice/snow storm the
mayor has zeroed in on those areas which
were in the most need of updating, re-
vamping or repair.

The Office of Emergency Manage-
ment is one such example of the need to
update and revamp. Irene made it woe-
fully apparent that the prior administra-
tion left the borough sorely lacking in the
services and equipment necessary to en-
sure the safety of the residents should a
natural or manmade emergency occur.
We support the mayor’s creating the po-
sition of Director of Emergency Manage-
ment with a dully qualified Garwood
resident working diligently to bring the
borough into compliance and complete
the extensive paperwork which was nec-
essary to submit to FEMA. We also sup-
port her requests this year to the finance
committee to provide the necessary fund-
ing for up to date communication equip-
ment within borough hall including the
police department and generators to en-
sure that necessary borough services are

available and accessible to all the resi-
dents no matter what the circumstances.

The new Director of Emergency Man-
agement will be investigating grant op-
portunities for the borough to further
enhance the operations of our emergency
services; as council members we will be
supporting those efforts as the safety of
the residents will be our number one
priority.

We ask the residents of Garwood to
vote for us on Election Day so that the
Mayor can be sure to get the support that
she needs to move Garwood forward
with this and with other important en-
deavors . Please vote Republican for
Timothy Hak and Mike Martin providing
Common Sense Solutions for Garwood.

Timothy Hak and Mike Martin
Garwood Republican Candidates

Last week was 9/11 and all the news
programs on TV show the Twin Towers
coming down, again and again. I watch it
again even though I have the scene firmly
etched in my mind.

What disturbs me more than anything
else is what I see as a strong possibility
that a 9/11 or an equivalent disaster can
happen again, only with more casualties
because of our present naïve and incom-
petent foreign policy.

Our Cairo, Egypt embassy was in-
vaded today (coincidence?) and the
American flag was ripped down, torn and
burned. In its place a black flag was
installed with Arabic writing on it by the
1,000 or so “objectors” to a film alleg-
edly made by someone in the United
States not associated with our govern-
ment. The “objectors” objected to the
alleged disrespect aimed at Mohammed
in the film. There were some 1,000 or so
demonstrators who crashed the embassy
(United States soil) with no Brotherhood
government intervention or protection of
this American territory.

Something similar happened in Libya
except here one American was killed,
this too happened today (another coinci-
dence?)

Our present administration has offered
an apology of sorts for what I don’t
know.

We have been apologizing for the last
three and a half years for being who we
are, and have been, the most benevolent
country in history. Everyone wants to
settle here and tries to live here. Not too
many people are trying to get out.

This apologetic attitude and our reli-
ance on the United Nation’s approval for
action when necessary is a blatant sign of
weakness. We did not act after the first
Tower bombing. We did nothing when
the high-rise buildings were blown up in
Africa, or when our Naval ship in Aden,
Yemen with about 30 American sailors
killed. We are telling those that want to
bring this country down that we are a
paper tiger and our threats are meaning-
less because we lack the resolve to ex-
ecute them. They laugh at our threats and
our apologies while planning attacks on
us more obscene than 9/11.

This November is the most dangerous
and significant election in my lifetime
and I have voted many, many times.
Wake up America or it will be too late.

George Tomkin
Scotch Plains

WHS Gymnasts
Thankful for The New

Spring Floor
The parents of the WHS gymnastics

team would like this opportunity to thank
the Westfield Board of Education and
Sandy Mamary, the WHS athletic direc-
tor, for the installation of the new spring
floor, a state-of-the-art piece of equip-
ment that contributes to the safety of our
gymnasts. A spring floor allows gym-
nasts to increase the difficulty of their
tumbling with less impact on their knees,
ankles and backs. Having to practice and
compete on a matted wood floor for the
past several years has resulted in season
ending injuries for many of our best
gymnasts and a significant deterioration
in our competiveness in the county. The
team’s record of six straight county cham-
pionships was jeopardized last year as
half our team were coming back from
injuries.

As high school gymnastics become
more competitive and knowledge about
injuries grows, spring floors have be-
come a standard safety item. Many top
New Jersey gymnastics teams will not
even travel to a high school lacking a
spring floor.

We commend our administration and
district for listening to our endless argu-
ments as to why this piece of equipment
is so important. We would like the resi-
dents of Westfield to know that Athletic
Director Sandy Mamary and the Board of
Education, particularly Jane Clancy, the
facilities committee chair, take our stu-
dent-athletes’ safety very seriously. They
have shown that all high school sports, no
matter how big or small, male or female,
deserve equal attention and safe, updated
equipment. Not only will this floor help
our team stay competitive against other
high schools in New Jersey, but most
importantly, it will allow our young
women to practice/compete in the safest
environment possible.

Lisa Ripperger
WHS Gymnastic Team Parents
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More Letters to the Editor

State Legislators, LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asw. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

State Legislators, LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

7th Congressional District
Rep. Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Mon–Fri 10-6, Thurs 10-8, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5

www.MattressFac.com

We’d like to think we sell sweet dreams...

not just mattresses.
Why Sweet Dreams?

The Mattress Factory aims to provide our customers with the 
most restful and rejuvenating nights sleep by manufacturing 
the best quality inner spring mattress line possible. We use 
the heaviest gage coils, steel edges, and highest quality latex.

Find Us!
Really, come find us in person at the annual FestiFall on September 
23rd in Westfield.  We’ll have the all new Sweet Dreams mattress 
on hand for you to test out!  And don’t forget to find us on Facebook 
by scanning the QR code on the left with your mobile device.
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Owners Ron & Kara Shovlin

“A day without a nap is like a 
cupcake without frosting.”  

-Terri Guillemets


