
UNION COUNTY MEANS BUSINESS …Union County Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella, center, and Freeholder Daniel Sullivan, right, speak with
Greater Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Gordon Haas
during the fifth session of the Union County Means Business networking break-
fast series. The last session of the series for this year will be held on Tuesday,
October 16, at the Sharing Network in New Providence and the topic will be
“Expanding Business in the 21st Century: Navigating Technology and Social
Media.” All sessions are free but pre-registration is required by visiting the Union
County website at http://ucnj.org/UCMeansBusiness or call (908) 527-4200.

UCERT Team Rises to
Conn. SWAT Challenge

James Lowney/County of Union
READY FOR ACTION…The Union County Emergency Response Team
(UCERT) recently took fourth place at the eighth annual Connecticut SWAT
Challenge (CSC) in late August. Please see story on Page 3.

Runnells Study OK’d,
County PD Discussed

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders Thursday
night approved a $60,000 study of the
county-operated Runnells Specialized
Hospital, to be conducted over the next
two months, to review ways to reduce a
$10-million operating budget.
Privatization of the hospital or sale of
the property are included within the
parameters of the study.

Barbara Egger, president of the Health
Professionals and Allied Employees
(HPAE) Local 5112, said Dresher, Pa.-
based Complete Healthcare Resources
– Eastern, Inc., the company awarded
the contract, is in the business “to help
privatize facilities,” noting that the com-
pany as of 2010 had privatized 12 facili-
ties in Pennsylvania and is now running
those operations.

“So, you want to spend $60,000 for a
result that we already know the result
of,” Ms. Egger said. She called the
money being spent on the study “an
outrageous amount” given that several
departments, dietary and housekeep-
ing, physical and occupational therapy
and speech therapy, have already been
privatized.

Frank Guzzo, director of human ser-
vices for the county, said, “It’s not a
foregone conclusion that Runnells is up
for sale or that we are going to find a way
to do it alternatively. This study looks at
everything on the table. Why the rev-
enues are lower than they have been…
The fact of the matter is the reason why
county hospitals and county nursing
homes are not functional any longer is
that the state cut the reimbursement on
these hospitals. Traditionally, county
nursing homes deal with the most frail
and elderly patients. There was a higher
rate of reimbursement that was given to
counties as a result of that.”

Mr. Guzzo said peer grouping, which
covers this type of care at Runnells,
“has been cut systemically by the State
of New Jersey to the point where it is no
longer feasible to keep operating as a
county facility.”

“The simple question is…can the
county continue to carry a $10-million
deficit (at Runnells) each year,” Mr.
Guzzo stated. “There is no way to make
that up.” He said the board will receive
a presentation from Complete
Healthcare with options for the free-
holders to consider.

“At the end of the day it’s going to be
the board’s decision on which way we
go,” Mr. Guzzo said.

Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella added that, “We are waiting
to see what the numbers say…and we
will make some decisions that are in the
best interest of Union County.”

The board also approved an $888,000
construction management services con-
tract to begin developing a fina  plan for
improvements at Oak Ridge Park in
Clark, a former golf course that was
shut in 2008 after posting a $400,000
operating deficit. The center of the new
park plan is a new, 12-month skating
center, replacing the aging rink at
Warinanco Park in Roselle.

On the issue of Oak Ridge Park,
Freeholder Mirabella said he hoped the
construction management services con-
tract to Pinnacle Consulting & Con-

struction Services, Inc., of Newark,
would come in under the nearly
$888,000 in the resolution approved by
the board. According to the resolution,
the pre-construction, design bid and
award phase would take 18 months, at
an amount not to exceed $71,000. The
construction phase would be four years,
at an amount not to exceed $794,000,
with the final closeout phase lasting
three months at a maximum of $15,000.

Birdsall Services Group’s “Parks,
Recreation & Open Space Master Plan”
included improvements to Oak Ridge
costing upwards of $38.7 million. That
plan includes the skating center/hockey
arena, a skate park, water park, barrier-
free playground, tennis courts and a
wetland pond. Sixteen million dollars
of the total is for the skating center.

“It is our hope, I think collectively
from this board, that the number (con-
struction management) will be reduced,”
Mr. Mirabella said. “Part of why we are
bringing this firm on is to study the area
and to look at different phases of imple-
mentation at Oak Ridge and to make
some recommendations to this board
about how we can move forward and
make that a more productive park. We
want to bring this construction manager
on to give us options and to, in my mind,
reduce the cost of any potential build-
ing that is going in there.”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said Pin-
nacle would “provide us with options as
to the scope of the project.” He said
although there are preliminary num-
bers on the Oak Ridge Park develop-
ment plan, “there’s nothing set in stone.”

Freeholders Angel Estrada and
Vernell Wright both voted no on the
Pinnacle contract in the 7-2 vote to pass
the resolution. Mr. Estrada said his ob-
jection was that, “I wanted to make sure
we are in a position financially to ab-
sorb this particular project” this year,
given the “potential other expenses we
may incur this year.”

Patrick Moschetti of New Providence
asked the board if there has been thought
of getting rid of the county police, noting
that 19 of New Jersey’s counties do not
have both a sheriff’s department and a
county police force. In addition, he said,
Bergen County is considering merging
its county police into that county’s
sheriff’s department. He said that would
leave Union County as the only county
in New Jerseywith both departments.

“Have you in the past or recently
looked into this situation for ourselves,
to see whether or not we should be the
only one remaining to have two separate
organizations, or are we thinking about
looking into a study to modify this type
of arrangement,” Mr. Moschetti said.

Freeholder Mirabella responded,
“I’ve said all along that everything is on
the table. And we are going to look at
possible outsourcing, possible
privatization, and possible merging of
departments or county police and sher-
iff. It’s all on the table to be discussed.”

He said he also sees the potential of
more regional police services with mu-
nicipal police departments merging into
the county police department.

The board also passed a $31-million
ordinance that funds the county’s an-
nual capital budget. Freeholder
Mirabella said the ordinance is $18
million below last year.

COUNTY –  In a grueling two-day
contest between tactical police units from
across the Northeast, members of the
Union County Emergency Response
Team (UCERT) proved themselves wor-
thy competitors.

In late August, the Connecticut SWAT
Challenge (CSC) brought together 27
teams from every level of law enforce-
ment to test all aspects of a SWAT team’s
abilities.

UCERT, which is comprised of offic-
ers from police agencies throughout
Union County, placed fourth overall,
behind the only full-time SWAT teams in
the contest. It was the fifth straight year
UCERT placed in the top 10 during the
competition in West Hartford, Conn.

“The team performed tremendously
and should be incredibly proud of their
achievement,” Union County Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich said. “It is also an excel-
lent complement to their regular training
which makes them an outstanding pro-
fessional unit.”

Organizers created events to challenge
overall physical fitness, shooting skills,
proficiency with multiple weapons sys-
tem including sniper rifles, expertise with
various tactical tools such as breaching
equipment and decision-making skills
under duress.

Tactical events included a hostage res-
cue challenge and a sniper challenge plus
mystery challenges to keep teams off
balance. Team members were required to
perform varied skills such as scaling ob-
stacles like a nine-foot wall in tactical
gear and rescuing a wounded officer (a
realistic mannequin) by treating a bleed-
ing gunshot wound with available field
medicine and carrying the officer to safety
while engaging combatants.

“These challenges push these officers
to do their best,” Sheriff Froehlich added.
“It builds upon their training should we
need them in such situations.”

Physical stressors designed to tax the
cardiovascular and the muscular systems
and motor skills added to the difficulty of
the events.

The final challenge was a 5.5-mile
team physical training event on a moun-
tain ridge in Simsbury Conn. The course
had 33 testing stations along the way that
included pressing and carrying a 1,000-
pound telephone pole, low crawling un-
der barbed wire, solving puzzles while
physically taxed and carrying 8,000-
pound tractor tires. A 400-meter swim in
a reservoir followed after completing five
miles and 31 testing stations.

To make the challenge more difficult,
each team was required to carry a 20-
pound watermelon throughout the course
without breaking it. This was to simulate
having to keep “precious cargo” safe
during a mission. Detective Mark Stallone
of the Berkeley Heights Police Depart-
ment delivered the fruit intact.

The UCERT members who partici-
pated in this year’s challenge are: Lieu-
tenant John DiPasquale, Sergeant Ernie
Schmidt and Detective Stallone of the
Berkeley Heights Police Department;
Detective George Marmarou of the
Clark Police Department; Lieutenant
Jeff Plum of the Plainfield Police De-
partment; Corporal Sean Dougherty of
the Union County Police Department;
Detective Dan Fay and Detective
Brendan Sullivan of the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, and Lieutenant
Dennis Burke and Sheriff’s Officer
James Guerrant of the Union County
Sheriff’s Office.

SP Mayor’s Gala to Be Held
November 30 at Shackamaxon

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch Plains
Mayor’s Charity Gala Committee has
announced that the honorees and festivi-
ties for the 22nd Annual Mayor’s Charity
Gala will held Friday, November 30, at
the Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch
Plains.

This year, the Gala will honor a female
and male volunteer of the year as well as
two volunteer organizations for their ser-
vice towards the Scotch Plains commu-
nity. The honorees are: Female Volun-
teer of the Year, Grace Cheney; Male
Volunteer of the Year, Ed Zazzali; Vol-
unteer Organization of the Year, Scotch
Plains Golden Agers, and Volunteer Or-
ganization of the Year, Jerseyland Com-
munity Center.

This year’s Gala will take place at
Shackamaxon from 7 p.m. to midnight

and will feature a raffle and silent auction
of prizes donated by individuals, organi-
zations and corporations. Tickets to the
Mayor’s Charity Gala are $75 and can be
purchased by visiting
www.scotchplainsnj.com and clicking the
“Recreation Registration” Community
Pass link and selecting “2012 Mayor’s
Gala,” or by calling the Scotch Plains
Recreation Department at (908) 322-
6700, extension 223.

The Gala, a non-partisan event, gath-
ers all segments of the community for an
evening of dining, dancing and celebra-
tion of volunteerism. Proceeds from the
evening go to support several local vol-
unteer organizations.

For information about sponsoring or
donating an item for the Mayor’s Charity
Gala, call (908) 322-6700, extension 223.
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Technology, Social Media
Topic of Free Seminar

COUNTY – All business owners and
managers in Union County are invited
attend to a free seminar titled “21st Cen-
tury Business: Navigating Technology
and Social Media” on Tuesday, October
16, from 8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. at NJ Shar-
ing Network in New Providence. This is
the sixth and final session of the Union
County Means Business free network-
ing breakfast series.

All Union County Means Business
sessions are free but pre-registration is
required. To register, visit ucnj.org/
ucmeansbusiness or call the county
manager’s office at (908) 527-4200.

“Since its inception, Union County
Means Business has been met with an
enthusiastic response from the public
and private sectors, growing far beyond
our original expectations,” Union
County Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella said. “This next session prom-
ises to be a particularly interesting one
and I encourage all members of the busi-
ness community to attend.”

Union County Means Business was
initiated last January by Freeholder
Mirabella with the goal of helping local
businesses learn to connect with gov-
ernment resources. The initiative is a
collaborative effort that includes the
Union County Alliance, Union County
Economic Development Corporation,
Greater Elizabeth Chamber of Com-
merce, Suburban Chamber of Com-

merce, Union County College, Kean
University Small Business Development
Center, and the Union Township Cham-
ber of Commerce.

The upcoming session is designed to
help local businesses learn to use new
media technologies more effectively, es-
pecially social media. Previous sessions
have covered workforce development,
financing, and doing business with gov-
ernment agencies.

The networking sessions have sparked
the creation of additional resources in-
cluding the ucnj.org/ucmeansbusiness
website, a free online newsletter and the
recently opened Union County College
Means Business Career Center.

Earlier this year the Union County
Economic Development Corporation
also introduced a temporary discount
called the Union County Means Busi-
ness Loan Initiative for qualified busi-
nesses, and it has begun a new Small
Business Line of Credit program for
Union County businesses. More infor-
mation is available at ucedc.com/
unioncounty.

NJ Sharing Network is located at 691
Central Avenue in New Providence.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com
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