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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

ALL THE NEWS FROM HOME…Aine and Colin Wall read The Westfield
Leader while visiting family and friends in Cong, County Mayo, Ireland this
summer.

DUBLIN...Barb and Norm Swenson of Scotch Plains enjoy The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times at the Aviva Stadium in Dublin, Ireland, where they recently
enjoyed the “Emerald Isle Classic” football game between the University of Notre
Dame and Navy. They also enjoyed touring the beautiful western counties of
Ireland.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AMERICAN EAGLE…An impressive display of cars for viewing and for auction
were on hand at the Helmets and Heroes fundraiser held September 15 at the
Armory in Westfield. The event, paired with a chili cook-off, benefits several
charities associated with firefighters.

mainder of the students attending the
area elementary schools, class size
averages were as follows: Kindergar-
ten, 18.6; first grade, 18.5; second
grade, 19.3; third grade, 20.2; fourth
grade, 18.6, and fifth grade, 22.3.

Superintendent Hayes also reported
that there were 130 new LCD projec-
tors in district classrooms as well as
updated servers to increase file ca-
pacity. In addition, she noted there
was “an additional elementary mo-
bile computer lab.”

In her presentation, Ms. Hayes an-
nounced that there were many facili-
ties improvements that occurred dur-
ing the summer. She said there were
new partial roofs at Park, Evergreen
and Brunner Elementary Schools and
School One. She also stated that they
were all done on time and thanked
new Business Administrator/Board
Secretary Deborah Saridaki, who
started her position for the district
July 1, for overseeing the project. In
addition, she noted that the boys’
locker room at the high school re-
ceived new ceiling tiles, floor tiles
and lockers. She concluded the fa-
cilities portion of her report by say-
ing that over the next three years 17
HVAC units were to be replaced.

Ms. Hayes said district teachers all
received a two-day training in Au-

gust, which consisted of subjects such
as professional learning communi-
ties, working with special-needs stu-
dents, first-day-of-school role-play-
ing and anti-bullying awareness.

Board President Trip Whitehouse
commended all the work that was
done to prepare for the new year and
praised the district and fellow board
members for their fiscal awareness
over the past years. He noted that
with “good fiscal planning” and
“things going our way,” the district
was able to make all of its major
facilities projects “within their oper-
ating budget.”

“I am not saying this to knock any
other town, but to pat ourselves on
the back,” Mr. Whitehouse said. He
also thanked Mrs. Saridaki for hold-
ing all summer contractors to repairs
being done in a timely manner.

The board also held a moment of
silence for district employee Diane
Kelly, who passed away over the
Labor Day weekend. Mr. Whitehouse
said Ms. Kelly was a 10-year em-
ployee of the district.

The next BOE meeting will be held
tonight, September 20, at 7:30 p.m.
in the administration building at Ev-
ergreen Avenue and Cedar Street in
Scotch Plains. A curriculum presen-
tation is on the agenda.
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FW-SP YMCA Names
Kimberly Decker New CEO
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA has
announced the appointment of
Kimberley Decker as the
organization’s new chief executive
officer, replacing retiring CEO Karin
Dreixler.

Ms. Decker comes to the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA from her posi-
tion as executive vice-
president, chief operat-
ing officer of the YMCA
of Eastern Union County
in Elizabeth, where she
has led philanthropic and
fund-raising activities,
business services and in-
formation technology,
and supported strategic
planning and operations
management.

“I am very excited to
be joining the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA staff team. I am
looking forward to getting to know,
not only the staff, but the boards of
trustees and directors, members, vol-
unteers, donors and community. The
Y boards’ deep commitment, vision-
ary leadership and its professional
staff’s considerable accomplishments
have combined to create exciting
opportunities for the YMCA,” Ms.
Decker said. “I am honored to join
this progressive organization to ad-
vance the YMCA mission in the areas

of Youth Development, Healthy Liv-
ing and Social Responsibility.”

Ms. Decker began her career with
the YMCA movement with the
YMCA of Eastern Union County as a
senior program director of School
Age Child Care in 1989. Ms. Decker
also served as a branch executive of
the YMCA of Eastern Union County,

an executive director of
the YMCA of the East
Bay in Fremont, Calif.
and the director of op-
erations at the Somerset
Valley YMCA before re-
turning to the YMCA of
Eastern Union County
in 2002. She had over-
seen the $8-million reno-
vation of the Elizabeth
Branch of the Eastern
Union County Y, while
helping to support an in-

crease in operating revenues over a
four-year period of over $1,500,000.
Ms. Decker also is past president of
the Union Township Chamber of
Commerce.

Robert Evans, YMCA Board of
Directors president and Search Com-
mittee member, said, “Ms. Decker’s
appointment concludes an exhaus-
tive nationwide search that attracted
a large field of extremely qualified
candidates. I am excited to work
with her to continue to build on the
quality programs and services we
provide to the communities we
serve.”

Her appointment is effective Mon-
day, October 8.

year period. The Frazee House is
listed on both the New Jersey and
United States registries of historic
sites.

Andy Calamaras, president of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Frazee House Inc., told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times during the
lunch that the entire restoration
project is expected to take place in
three phases over approximately a
decade, supported through funding
from corporate, private and public
sources.

The multi-phase project includes
cleanup of the property and calls for
stabilizing the foundation of the house
to support its walls and structure;
restoration of the exterior of the house;
restoration of the first and second
floors of the home to eventually ac-
commodate public activities and
events; a modern public restroom
constructed adjacent to and acces-
sible from the house; landscaping; a
barn-like outbuilding for educational
activities; passive recreation oppor-
tunities and possible community gar-
dens, among other offerings. Land-
scaping proposals include a bridge
spanning a stream on the property.

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Frazee House Inc. presently is seek-
ing a grant through the New Jersey
Historic Trust for first-phase work on
the house and property. This grant,
which would be the third awarded
from the New Jersey Historic Trust
for the revitalization project, would
fund grading plans for the site along
with construction drawings for resto-
ration of the façade of the house. The
first grant supported stabilization of
the house with steel beams to protect
it from collapse caused by inclement
weather, while the second grant
funded the visualization plan. Mr.
Calamaras said the organization

hopes to be awarded the grant by next
spring, and that the property could be
accessible to the public by 2013. It
would be a longer period of time, he
said, before the house was open to
visitors.

Allowing for inflation over the
lifespan of the revitalization, the pro-
jected total cost of the initiative is
$1,871,602, although Mr. Calamaras
told The Times he believes that figure
could be “significantly” reduced by
accelerating the work schedule, vol-
unteers donating their time and the
receipt of grants. He confirmed that
the township “has already done a lot
of the cleaning and mowing” of the
five acres apart from the acre leased to
the Frazee organization, and that vol-
unteers are “going to continue cleanup
of the site adjacent to the house.”

Several of those in attendance last
week offered comments following Ms.
Radcliffe-Trenner’s presentation.
“We’ve got a lot of the neighbors
involved,” said Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Frazee House Inc. Trea-
surer William McClintock, regarding
local support for redevelopment of the
house and property. “It’s been a very
good process,” he added, saying he
believes public enthusiasm “will help
with implementation” of the project.

Mr. Calamaras concurred that the
Frazee revitalization effort has gained
momentum and that donations are be-
ing received. He reported that
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee
House Inc. recently received a dona-
tion from Public Service Electric and
Gas (PSE&G) in the amount of
$32,500.

As a possible fund-raising avenue,
Rotarian Joseph Qutub proposed cre-
ating packets from the information
Ms. Radcliffe-Trenner presented, to
be sent to private foundations that
support philanthropic efforts.
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Kimberley Decker

process and will in fact appoint a
member to the study commission.
Ultimately, if the process moves for-
ward, it will be the voters of both
Scotch Plains and Fanwood that have
the final say on the matter. We see no
reason to stand in the way of letting
the voters be heard if this gets to a
referendum,” Mayor DePaola said.

“My biggest concern is how this
study commission will be funded.
While I cannot speak for our gov-
ernment colleagues in Fanwood,
their comments and actions thus far
appear to indicate that the chance of
the borough offering up taxpayer
dollars to fund such a study is re-
mote. If that is the case, it is equally
remote that Scotch Plains’ taxpayers
will be asked to foot the entire cost,”
Mayor DePaola said.

Ms. Genovese told The Times that
once an amount has been determined,
then CTR-SPF can “look to founda-
tions or approach a university – to
name a few of the many options” to
raise the funds needed to conduct
the study.

A representative of the DCA told
The Times the state does not fund
studies. It is up to the study commis-
sion to determine if it needs outside
funding (and) if it does, it is up to the
commission to determine how it will
progress and from where it will get
the money.

If the necessary funds are secured,
and the study conducted, the study
commission members would vote
whether or not to include the option
of consolidation on the ballot for
residents to vote on, according to Ms.
Genovese.

Mr. Lange said he is aiming for
the referendum to be on the 2013
ballot, a gubernatorial election year.

ally complete and that the total re-
construction of Farley Avenue and
repairs to the upper and lower por-
tions of Hunter Avenue are in the
works.

The council discussed its re-
sponses to the Best Practices Inven-
tory checklist that was issued by
the state. Municipalities that do not
complete the checklist or do not
have enough “yes” responses are at
risk of losing some of their state
aid. In a press release, Governor
Chris Christie explained that, “The
Best Practices Inventory comple-
ments the historic property tax cap,
binding arbitration reforms, and
pension and benefits reforms that I
previously signed into law to ad-
vance my Administration’s prop-
erty tax reform agenda. The check-
list requires local government offi-
cials to critically examine how they
spend taxpayers’ hard-earned dol-
lars. Also, because questionnaire
responses are made public, the In-
ventory holds local officials ac-
countable for those times when they
fail to judiciously appropriate
money entrusted to them.”

Fanwood has the requisite num-
ber of favorable responses to en-
sure that its state funding is not
forfeited, but the council is looking
at possibly making changes so that
more of the Inventory questions can
be answered “yes.”

Fanwood residents will soon re-
ceive their fourth-quarter tax bills.
These bills will be higher than the
third quarter estimated taxes that
were previously sent out because
the county tax levy is significantly
higher than what was anticipated,
officials said. Mayor Mahr will be
enclosing with the tax bill a letter
explaining the tax increases.

The Volunteer of the Month was
awarded to David Blechinger for
his work in successfully establish-
ing a series of musical perfor-
mances, now in its third year, at the

Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts
Center.

“It’s easy to volunteer in a town
like Fanwood, where everyone is so
warm and friendly, and you walk
your dog around the neighborhood
and waves and says ‘hi’ and their
dog comes over to play with your
dog,” Mr. Blechinger said.

The mayor and council recognized
October as National Breast Cancer
Awareness Month and announced
that pink ribbons will be displayed
at Borough Hall. Patty Weinstock,
who spearheaded the initiative, in-
vited everyone to join her in tying
ribbons at Borough Hall on Sunday,
September 30, at 2 p.m. Ms.
Weinstock, who was diagnosed with
breast cancer at the age of 42, was
jolted into action when she watched
a news report on the day of her
biopsy about guidelines encourag-
ing mammograms at age 50.

“Early diagnosis saved my life
and it has become my message to
spread the word that early diagno-
sis is the key to saving lives in the
future,” Ms. Weinstock said. “If one
of these ribbons makes somebody
go get a mammogram, sooner rather
than later, then I know that we’ve
done our job.”

The mayor and council members
also presented news about upcom-
ing events. Fanny Wood Day will
be held on Sunday, September 30,
from 11 a.m. through 5 p.m. Expect
musicians, magicians, classic cars,
well-dressed pets flaunting their
style, multiple eating competitions
and more. The 26th annual Friends
of the Fanwood Memorial Library
Book Sale will take place today
through Sunday, September 20 to
23, and will be open to the public
starting tomorrow, September 21.
Registration for the third annual
Fanwood 5K and Family Fun Run
on Sunday, October 21, is open and
more information is available at
fanwood5k.org.
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take advantage of it.” He said a num-
ber of former mayors had been cov-
ered by the insurance plan.

“This is a political issue,” Mr. Glover
repeated. “We know why it’s being
raised. I know who you are,” he said to
Mr. Jones, who then asked if $25,000
per year was an accurate estimate of
the cost of Mr. Glover’s coverage.
Mayor DePaola, who is running
against Mr. Glover for mayor, said the
figure was accurate.

Mr. Glover then said that prior to
his election to the council in 2006,
the health insurance policy “had
never been bid out. Because of my
efforts” in having the policy bid,
“we’ve seen substantial reductions”
in the premiums the township pays
for health coverage for its employ-
ees. He then claimed that the cost of
his coverage amounted to “one-
tenth of 1 percent of the entire bud-
get.”

In other business at the one-hour
meeting, Karin Dreixler, the retir-
ing executive director of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA,
was honored with a resolution ex-
pressing the council’s “sincere ap-
preciation” for her efforts and ex-
tolling her many achievements dur-
ing her 33 years with the organiza-
tion, a time that has seen the YMCA
greatly expand both its programs
and its facilities. Ms. Dreixler, who
will be succeeded by Kimberley
Decker, said she was “blessed to serve
the community” and expressed her
hope that “I left the place in good
shape to take it into the future.”
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Courtesy of Blanchard Hiatt
PLANNING FRAZEE’S FUTURE…This site concept depicts revitalization
plans for the historic Aunt Betty Frazee House and site, located at the intersec-
tion of Raritan and Terrill Roads in Scotch Plains. The plans were the focus of
the September 13 lunch meeting of the Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains.


