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David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SEEING BLUE…Students from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School crowd Kehler Stadium in Westfield to support the
Raiders Varsity Soccer team as they battle the Westfield High School Blue Devils to a 1-1, double overtime tie on September
13. See story page 13.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COOKS AND CARS…Cooks from Volcanic Veterans competing in the Chili
Cook-Off take a break from stirring the pot at the Helmets and Heroes fundraiser
held September 15 at the Armory in Westfield. The event, paired with a car show
and auction, benefits several charities associated with firefighters.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HELMETS AND HEROES…An impressive display of cars for viewing and for
auction were on hand at the Helmets and Heroes fundraiser held September 15
at the Armory in Westfield. The event, paired with a chili cook-off, benefits
several charities associated with firefighters.

Suzette F. Stalker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PROGRESS REPORT…Historic architect Annabelle Radcliffe-Trenner gives a
presentation to the Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains on the Feasibility
Study and Vision Plan for the Aunt Betty Frazee House and grounds during the
club’s lunch meeting last Thursday. Among the Rotarians in attendance was
Timothy Burke, pictured in background.

BOE Close to Ratifying New SPFEA
Contract; School Report Given

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) announced Thursday that a
“memorandum of agreement” has
been signed by negotiating commit-
tees for the BOE and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Associa-
tion (SPFEA) as both sides near rati-
fication of a new three-year contract.

At Thursday’s BOE meeting, board
member Douglas Layne, a member
of the BOE negotiating committee,
said that after a long negotiation pro-
cess, “language was almost set” for
ratification of the SPFEA contract.
He said the new contract would be
retroactive to July 1, 2012 and extend
to June 30, 2015. He said details of
the agreement would not be released

until it is ratified by the BOE and
SPFEA.

According to Mr. Layne, technical
language still had to be clarified, but
that a contract was something both
sides of the negotiations table were
“eager to finish.” He added that the
SPFEA was looking forward to hav-
ing the agreement “officially ratified
in the very near future.”

Also, Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Hayes gave an opening of

school report Thursday. In her report,
she said there were 5,593 students on
the first day of school last week – just
10 more students from a year ago.
She said 1,538 students were at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, where
last year there were 1,508 students.
She further noted that there were
presently 933 students attending Park
Middle School and 845 attending
Terrill Middle School. For the re-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
F-SP Rotary Club Presents
Update on Frazee Project
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Rotary
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains’
lunch meeting last Thursday at the
Stage House Restaurant in Scotch
Plains featured an update on plans to
redevelop the Aunt Betty Frazee
House and adjacent property as an
educational, social and community
resource. Professional historic archi-
tect Annabelle Radcliffe-Trenner of
Historic Building Architects, LLC
provided a PowerPoint presentation
entitled “Feasibility Study and Vi-
sion Plan For the Frazee House and
Site.”

Her presentation featured photo-
graphs of the colonial-era farmhouse
and surrounding grounds; recommen-
dations generated during several com-
munity workshops held between late
2011 and early 2012 to gauge ideas
for preserving and marketing the im-
portance of the Frazee House; the
results of an online survey; a pro-
posed budget and renderings of how
the house and adjacent property could
be developed. “I think this [the vision

plan] will really make [the restora-
tion project] happen for the commu-
nity,” Ms. Radcliffe-Trenner told
Rotarians. She observed that the
house is “really unchanged…making
it feel like you’re back in 1777…that’s
the real treasure of this site.”

Built in the 1700s, the Frazee house
is situated at 1451 Raritan Road near
the intersection of Terrill Road, part
of a six-acre parcel of land that for
decades was home to the Terry Lou
Zoo. Aunt Betty Frazee is celebrated
as a local heroine for her courage
during the American Revolution,
when British Generals Charles
Cornwallis and William Howe were
drawn to her doorstep by the aroma
of freshly baked bread. The property
has been vacant since the zoo opera-
tion ceased in 1997. In the late 1990s
the Township of Scotch Plains bought
the land and leased a one-acre section
that includes the house to the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Frazee House Inc., a 501(c)3 not-for-
profit organization eligible to accept
tax-deductible donations, for a 50-
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State OKs Consolidation Study For
SP-F By Courage to Reconnect

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TRENTON — The State of New
Jersey Department of Community Af-
fairs’ (DCA) Local Finance Board
voted unanimously on September 12
to grant approval for a municipal con-
solidation study between Scotch
Plains and Fanwood to be conducted.

The vote marks the first time that
citizens have followed the steps out-
lined in the Local Option Municipal
Consolidation Act of 2007, and been
granted approval by the state to con-
duct a consolidation study.

Starting in 2011 the citizens’ organi-
zation, Courage to Reconnect Scotch
Plains/Fanwood (CTR-SPF), gathered

signatures and held public meetings
throughout both towns in order to
qualify for seeking the state’s endorse-
ment of the consolidation study.

Scotch Plains resident Fred Lange
began his efforts of organizing CTR-
SPF after hearing a presentation given
by Gina Genovese, executive director
of Courage to Connect NJ, a non-profit,
non-partisan organization that educates
the public about the Local Option
Municipal Consolidation Act of 2007.

“We can lower our taxes by combin-
ing the municipalities,” Mr. Lange told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
“Having fewer municipalities will cre-
ate greater efficiency.”

According to Mr. Lange, CTR-SPF

currently is a “dynamic group of
people” which includes nine of the
10 original petition signers, five from
each town. “We are hoping to get
others to help,” Mr. Lange said.

The next step in the process will be
the formation of a 10-person study
commission, which will determine who
will conduct the study and help dis-
seminate the findings to the public via
public meetings.

According to Mr. Lange, each town
council will select two people to sit on
the commission, and CTR-SPF will
select two people from each town as
well. Those eight selected commis-
sioners will then choose two additional
commissioners.

Mr. Lange currently is in the pro-
cess of establishing a P.O. Box where
interested parties can submit their
résumés for the commissioner posi-
tions, and has reached out to the
mayors of both towns to make ap-
pointments to discuss next steps.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr told
The Times she will meet with Mr. Lange
at the end of the month to discuss the
next steps. Mayor Mahr, who attended
the public meetings held over the sum-
mer, hopes that the Fanwood residents
who associate themselves with the ap-
plication and the group’s consolidation
efforts will be in attendance at her
meeting with CTR-SPF later this month.

“(This) application has always been
identified with a Scotch Plains man,
not Fanwood residents,” Mayor Mahr
said. “There has been a real lack of
visibility of anyone from Fanwood who
associates themselves with Courage to
Reconnect.”

“I have gone on the record with
grave concerns about CTR and the
process the application has gone
through,” Mayor Mahr said.

Mayor Mahr’s counterpart, Scotch
Plains Mayor Mary DePaola, released
a statement September 17 on the study
commission.

“We acknowledge the decision of
the Finance Board and the actions of
the Courage to Reconnect group thus
far. The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil will not be an impediment to this
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Scotch Plains Council Names
New Township Manager

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – After a six-
month search process, the township
council on Tuesday named Henry
Underhill as township manager. He
succeeds Chris Marion, who resigned
in late March to take the administra-
tor position in Old Bridge.

“I’m excited and enthusiastic about
getting started,” Mr. Underhill said at
the council’s business meeting on
Tuesday evening, 12 hours before
the formal beginning of his responsi-
bilities overseeing the day-to-day
operations of the municipal govern-
ment. The formal resolution naming
him to the position was introduced
“with great enthusiasm” by Council-
man William Vastine and seconded,
“with equal enthusiasm,” by Coun-
cilman Edward Saridaki.

Mr. Underhill told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times after the meet-
ing that he had previously served in
Chatham Borough for 15 years, Sparta
for 10 years and, most recently, Little
Falls.

Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta and
Township Clerk Bonnie Lacina man-
aged the township for the past six
months, and governing body mem-
bers praised both for their efforts.
The resolution appointing Mr.
Underhill also noted that Mr. LaCosta
and Ms. Lacina had served “admira-
bly” as co-managers, and Council-
man Kevin Glover added his “grati-
tude” to both “for holding this com-
munity together.”

In other business, Mr. Glover, ear-
lier in the meeting, defended his re-
ceiving of township health benefits.

Llewelyn Jones, a member of the
township Republican Committee,
inquired as to whether any council
members were getting township-pro-
vided health benefits. While calling
it “a little bit of a touchy question,”
Mayor Mary DePaola said she was
not receiving health insurance from
the township and then asked her col-
leagues if they wanted to reply. After
Councilman Vastine said he also was
not receiving health benefits, Town-
ship Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer inter-
rupted to say the topic was “pro-
tected information” under various
state regulations. But Councilman
Saridaki said the confidentiality as-
pect only dealt with treatment, not
coverage.

Mr. Vastine then continued his
comments, saying that when he
joined the council in January 2011,
he was under the impression that
part-time employees – which coun-
cil members are classified as – did
not qualify for coverage under the
township’s health plan. Councilman
Michael Marcus and Mr. Saridaki
also said they did have township
health insurance.

Councilman Glover, who is the
Democratic Party candidate for
mayor in this fall’s election, said he
did have township-paid health cov-
erage. Then, noting Mr. Jones’ po-
litical affiliation, he called the matter
“a political issue” that had been raised
in the 2010 campaign when Mr.
Glover was re-elected to his council
seat. The insurance policy, he said,
“has been in effect longer than I’ve
been in Scotch Plains. I elected to
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FW Crossing Space Opens;
Upcoming Events Told

By LAURIE SCHWARTZ
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At Tuesday’s
regular council meeting, Mayor
Colleen Mahr described the official
grand opening of retail space at
Fanwood Crossing, which took
place earlier in the day.

“Fanwood Crossing [is] our new-
est redevelopment project at the cor-
ner of South and Martine (Avenues).
It is our latest project that has a major
investment in this community. It is
well over a $1.3-million project for
the Borough of Fanwood, which has
brought money into our local
economy… We now have over half of
the apartments rented… and we intro-

duced today the first tenant…an eat-
ery/bakery,” the mayor said.

Councilman Robert Manduca an-
nounced that Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School was ranked
in the top 20 percent of public high
schools in New Jersey by New Jer-
sey Monthly magazine for the first
time. In recognizing various mem-
bers of the school’s administration
and all of the PTA members, Coun-
cilman Manduca said, “It’s great to
see incremental progress; congratu-
lations and keep up the good work.”

On the public works side, Coun-
cilman Russell Huegel reported that
repairs to Herbert Avenue are virtu-
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