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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

CIAO BELLA…Betty List of Westfield enjoys visiting historic landmarks
throughout Italy this past summer while in Europe to attend the wedding of her
granddaughter, Margot Elizabeth List, to Giacomo DeFeo in Varese, Italy. Ms.
List then continued on to Switzerland and Paris and is shown here reviewing The
Westfield Leader prior to entering the palace and gardens at Versaille.

ALL THE NEWS FROM HOME…Aine and Colin Wall read The Westfield
Leader while visiting family and friends in Cong, County Mayo, Ireland this
summer.

DUBLIN...Barb and Norm Swenson of Scotch Plains enjoy The Scotch Plains –
Fanwood Times at the Aviva Stadium in Dublin, Ireland where they recently
enjoyed the “Emerald Isle Classic” football game between the University of Notre
Dame and Navy. They also enjoyed touring the beautiful western counties of
Ireland.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
AMERICAN EAGLE…An impressive display of cars for viewing and for auction
were on hand at the Helmets and Heroes fundraiser held September 15 at the
Armory in Westfield. The event, paired with a chili cook-off, benefits several
charities associated with firefighters.

nology and meet the demands of in-
creased teacher use of technology.”

Mr. Pineiro concluded his presen-
tation by taking a quote from the
2010-2015 Westfield Schools Strate-
gic Plan, saying, “We will provide
curriculum, instruction and programs
to prepare our students with 21st-
century skills to succeed in a global
society.”

After the presentation Technology
Ad-hoc Committee Chairman
Mitchell Slater stated, “It took hard
work to get to this point. I am incred-
ibly impressed.”

“I am also blown away by the iPad
carts and want to additionally thank
Brian Auker for getting the students
the right tools. I am really excited for
a great learning experience for our
students this year,” Mr. Slater added.

Board member Ginny Leiz added,
“I am amazed at where we have come
from in a year. Thank goodness we
had extra state money. The kids will
benefit tremendously.”
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well as superintendent of special
services.

During the finance committee re-
port, it was announced that the clos-
ing of the bond financing was Sep-
tember 19 and there may be a pre-
sentation to the board in October.
The district also received a $1,500
donation from the Knights of Co-
lumbus for the preschool handi-
capped program.

The board approved on first read-
ing the following policies: Com-
municating with the Public; Media;
District Publications; Board of Edu-
cation Meetings; Distribution of
Materials by Pupils and Staff; Ad
Hoc Advisory Committees; School-
connected Organizations; Visitors,
and Technology.

Board member Christine
Guerriero said New Jersey Monthly
listed Arthur L. Johnson High
School in Clark 40th in state high
schools, up from about 100th in
previous years, she said. Clark high
school students attend ALJ.

Board member John Sullivan said
the Education Foundation of
Garwood is looking for volunteers.
“They are definitely in need of new
blood,” he said.

The PTA will host a walk to school
day the first Wednesday of October
at 8 a.m., Ms. Lewis said. A volun-
teer will be assigned via lottery to a
student to walk to school that day.

Ms. Koenig made note of an out-

active $120,584 in 2012 to $122,996
in 2013, while the salaries of officers
who carry the rank of sergeant will
rise from $111,423 in 2012 to
$113,652 in 2013.

In comparison, the salaries of regu-
lar police officers with seven years’
experience who were hired prior to
January 1, 2012 will rise from a ret-
roactive $99,285 in 2011 to $103,894
in 2013, while the salaries of those
officers with seven years’ experience
hired after January 1, 2012 will re-
main constant at a retroactive
$76,762.00.

All other members of the depart-
ment hired before January 1, 2012
will all see a retroactive rise in salary,
conforming to their experience in law
enforcement. Among officers hired af-
ter January 1, 2012, only officers who
hold a rank, or have at least 10 years’
experience will receive a retroactive
rise in salary.

In other news, the council announced
that the borough will honor members
of the armed services known as POW/
MIA (Prisoners of War/Missing in Ac-
tion) on Friday, September 21.

Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli read the resolution for the

public record, “Whereas, all Ameri-
cans everywhere owe a special debt
of gratitude and a responsibility for
remembering and honoring those who
have given so much to make all of us
free and secure in this, our national
homeland, and a recognition day is a
fitting testament and remembrance
for all of us, for the sacrifices of
POW/MIA veterans,

“Now, therefore, it be resolved the
Mayor and the Council of the Bor-
ough of Mountainside that it hereby
declares, Friday September 21, as
POW/MIA Remembrance Day in the
Borough of Mountainside and urges
all citizens to make a special effort
to give thanks to and remember the
sacrifices rendered to us by all these
noble sons and daughters of
America.”

Mr. Mirabelli stated all borough
facilities would lower their Ameri-
can flags to half-mast on September
21 as a tribute to those who served
and suggested that all Mountainside
residents to do the same.

The next borough council meeting
open to the public is scheduled for
Tuesday, October 2, at 8 p.m., at the
Mountainside Borough Hall.
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was running illegal checks on resi-
dents who had spoke out against con-
struction of a parking deck in town,
including attorney James Abate.

Mayor Skibitsky interrupted Mr.
Kasko and said, “half the things you’re
saying aren’t true, don’t you have a
conscience?”

Mr. Kasko went on to say that he
went to Mr. Gildea because he was in
fear of his job security and that phone
records show he was on the phone
with another police officer just min-
utes before he was accused of being
found asleep on duty. He also said
that someone tampered with his In-
ternal Affairs file. Mr. Kasko added
that the town paid him during all the
hearings saying, “Their [the town’s]
case had fallen apart” and that they
could not win in court.

Mayor Skibitsky told Mr. Kasko
that his 10 minutes at the micro-
phone were up, and called his com-
ments “pure revisionist history.” He
added that the town is “fortunate
that you’re no longer employed as a
Westfield police officer.”

Councilman Dave Haas said that
everyone should “focus on the issues”
and that no one is well served by
personal attacks.

In 2004, Mr. Kasko was found guilty
of being discourteous to Mr. Gildea,
as his superior, and publicly criticiz-
ing the chief, for which he received a
four-day suspension. In 2006, he was
found guilty of sleeping while on duty
and failure to back up a fellow officer,
for which he received an unpaid six-
day suspension. Also in 2006, Mr.
Kasko was found guilty of lying under
oath, and termination was recom-
mended. Mr. Kasko had filed a civil
suit against the town, and as part of a
settlement agreement he was permit-
ted to retire in good standing provided
he agree to never seek employment
with the town again.

For more on the meeting of Sep-
tember 11, see www.goleader.com/

12sep13/ and for more on Mr.
Kasko’s previous employment with
the town and disciplinary matters
see www.goleader.com/11sep22/
11sep22.pdf.

In other business, the council ap-
proved the purchase of a new pick-
up truck for the fire department for
$30,325.

The council also approved for the
mayor to sign a new three-year con-
tract with the Communication Work-
ers of America (CWA) union. Em-
ployees represented by the CWA
will receive raises of 2 percent for
2012, 1.5 percent for 2013 and 1.75
percent for 2014. The employees
will also have increased co-pays on
their health insurance as part of the
new contract.
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Westfield Council
of-district placement this year that
will cost about $100,000. “We are
two or three placements away from
a big problem,” she said. The state
does not give Garwood aid for these
placements, where the state in the
past would cover about 80 percent
of the cost, she said.

Coaches were appointed for the
2012-2013 school year. New field
hockey coaches are Tamara Benc
and Karen Lukacovic. Storey
Dohner will be the outdoor educa-
tion teacher. Tamara Benc will be
the Student Council advisor. Ms.
Benc and Terese Cipoletto are the
cheerleading coaches. Matt Burke
will be the boys’ and girls’ basket-
ball coach, as well as the baseball
coach.
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Garwood BOE State OKs Consolidation
Study for SP-Fanwood

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

TRENTON — The State of New
Jersey Department of Community Af-
fairs’ (DCA) Local Finance Board
voted unanimously on September 12
to grant approval for a municipal con-
solidation study between Scotch Plains
and Fanwood to be conducted.

The vote marks the first time that
citizens have followed the steps out-
lined in the Local Option Municipal
Consolidation Act of 2007, and been
granted approval by the state to con-
duct a consolidation study.

Starting in 2011 the citizens’ organi-
zation, Courage to Reconnect Scotch
Plains/Fanwood (CTR-SPF), gathered
signatures and held public meetings
throughout both towns in order to
qualify for seeking the state’s endorse-
ment of the consolidation study.

Scotch Plains resident Fred Lange
began his efforts of organizing CTR-
SPF after hearing a presentation given
by Gina Genovese, executive director
of Courage to Connect NJ, a non-profit,
non-partisan organization that educates
the public about the Local Option
Municipal Consolidation Act  of 2007.

“We can lower our taxes by combin-
ing the municipalities,” Mr. Lange told
The Times. “Having fewer municipali-
ties will create greater efficiency.”

According to Mr. Lange, CTR-SPF
is currently a “dynamic group of
people” which includes nine of the 10
original petition signers, five from each
town.

“We are hoping to get others to help,”
Mr. Lange said.

The next step in the process will be
the formation of a 10-person study
commission, which will determine who
will conduct the study and help dis-
seminate the findings to the public via
public meetings.

According to Mr. Lange, each town
council will select two people to sit on
the commission, and CTR-SPF will
select two people from each town as
well. Those eight selected commis-
sioners will then choose two additional
commissioners.

Mr. Lange is currently in the process
of establishing a P.O. Box where inter-
ested parties can submit their résumés
for the commissioner positions, and
has reached out to the mayors of both
towns to make appointments to dis-
cuss next steps.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr told
The Times she will be meeting with
Mr. Lange at the end of the month to
discuss the next steps. Mayor Mahr,
who attended the public meetings held
over the summer, hopes that the
Fanwood residents who associate them-

selves with the application and the
group’s consolidation efforts, will be in
attendance at her meeting with CTR-
SPF later this month.

“(This) application has always been
identified with a Scotch Plains man,
not Fanwood residents,” Mayor Mahr
said. “There has been a real lack of
visibility of anyone from Fanwood who
associates themselves with Courage to
Reconnect.”

“I have gone on the record with
grave concerns about CTR and the
process the application has gone
through,” Mayor Mahr said.

Mayor Mahr’s counterpart, Scotch
Plains Mayor Mary DePaola, released
a statement September 17 on the study
commission.

“We acknowledge the decision of
the Finance Board and the actions of
the Courage to Reconnect group thus
far. The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil will not be an impediment to this
process and will in fact appoint a mem-
ber to the study commission. Ultimately,
if the process moves forward, it will be
the voters of both Scotch Plains and
Fanwood that have the final say on the
matter. We see no reason to stand in the
way of letting the voters be heard if this
gets to a referendum,” Mayor DePaola
said.

“My biggest concern is how this
study commission will be funded. While
I cannot speak for our government
colleagues in Fanwood, their comments
and actions thus far appear to indicate
that the chance of the borough offering
up taxpayer dollars to fund such a study
is remote. If that is the case, it is equally
remote that Scotch Plains’ taxpayers
will be asked to foot the entire cost,”
Mayor DePaola said.

Ms. Genovese told The Times that
once an amount has been determined,
then CTR-SPF can “look to founda-
tions or approach a university – to
name a few of the many options” to
raise the funds needed to conduct the
study.

A representative of the DCA told
The Times the state does not fund stud-
ies. It is up to the study commission to
determine if it needs outside funding
(and) if it does, it is up to the commis-
sion to determine how it will progress
and from where it will get the money.

If the necessary funds are secured,
and the study conducted, the study
commission members would vote
whether or not to include the option of
consolidation on the ballot for resi-
dents to vote on, according to Ms.
Genovese.

Mr. Lange said he is aiming for the
referendum to be on the 2013 ballot, a
gubernatorial election year.

Helmets and Heroes Car Show and Auction by Greg Ryan

Westfield
Board of Education
Bond Referendum

Vote
Monday,

September 24
Polls Open

7 a.m. to 9 p.m.


