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CRANFORD – The Cranford
Township Planning Board, last
Wednesday evening, had some
tough questions for Warren
Connelly, the executive director
of the proposed Counseling Cen-
ter at Cranford. The company
wishes to lease a building at 27
North Avenue, East, and offer
post-detoxification counseling to
persons recovering from chemi-
cal and alcohol addiction. It is a
subsidiary of Sunrise Detox,
which operates facilities in New
Jersey, New York and Florida.

The owner of the building and
the property at 27 North Avenue,
East is Paul G. Argen, who oper-
ates MDTV Realty, LLC and is the
applicant before the board. Mr.
Argen produces medical
infomercials. Representing the
building owner and the counsel-
ing center is Gary Goodman of
Cranford. The counseling center
wants to take a 10-year lease on
the building, which is in a B-
Zone, in Cranford’s special im-
provement district. The appli-
cant seeks a permit to make
renovations to the building for
the counseling center, which is a
permitted use, with a parking
waiver requested, and pre-ex-
isting non-conforming conditions
less than the minimum required
front- and rear-yard setbacks.

The building itself sits in the
middle of the bustling down-
town and has been empty for
the past few years; the front
door and windows are boarded
up. Tax records obtained by The
Westfield Leader indicate that
the landlord owes $36,484 on
the building, and $16,932 on
the parking lot across the street.
The major concerns expressed
by members of the planning
board were not about the physi-
cal condition of the building, but
rather the nature of the coun-
seling center and what it would
bring to Cranford.

Mr. Connelly was questioned
for over three hours by the board.
He explained that by the time a
patient in recovery would come
to the outpatient-counseling
center, he or she would have
been through in-patient detoxi-
fication at one of their other
facilities or somewhere else.
They would be “clean,” he said.
He also said that most of the
chemically dependent patients
had been addicted to oxycontin.

“There is so much oxicotin pro-
duced in the United States that it
is enough for every man, woman
and child who lives here,” he
said.

Alcohol dependence also would
be treated at the Cranford loca-
tion. Mr. Connelly said the facil-
ity would not be anything like a
methadone clinic, with people
lined up on the street waiting for
methadone.

“The patients will be working
people and business owners; i.e.
middle class people, who live
real lives, but just messed up,”
Mr. Connelly told the board.

He said there would be about
90 patients a day in and out of
the center.

A concern of board members
was whether or not the doctor
on-site would be writing prescrip-
tions. On the center’s planning
board application it said perhaps,
in the future, prescriptions would
be written. Mr. Connelly said the
doctor would not be doing that.
Mr. Goodman said it was his mis-
take when he filled out the appli-
cation.

Mr. Connelly said normally what
happens is the patient would be
in their Stirling facility as an in-
patient for about six days, then
take part in an intensive outpa-
tient program for about three
weeks. The patients would have
to follow the protocol and meet
certain benchmarks before be-
ing allowed to take part in the
outpatient-counseling program
at the Counseling Center at

swim lessons at the township
pool facilities, a move that Deputy
Mayor Andis Kalnins said was
made to bring the fees more in
line with what is being charged
by neighboring communities.
Another ordinance was intro-
duced that will institute a uni-
form speed limit of 25 miles per
hour along the entire length of
Walnut Avenue. The public hear-
ings for both ordinances will be
held on Tuesday, October 16.

Noting that Tuesday’s meeting
was held on the 11th anniversary
of the September 11th terrorist
attacks, Deputy Mayor Kalnins,
during his invocation, called on
residents to recall “all the lives
that were lost” and “how all of us
and all of our lives were changed.”
He also pointed out how, “we
came together as a town, as a
state and as a nation” in the wake
of the attacks, which took the
lives of six Cranford residents.

Earlier on Tuesday, during the
township’s official remembrance
held at the September 11th Me-
morial Park, the names of the six
township residents – Dean
Eberling, Christopher Michael
Grady, Robert Lynch, Gregory
Milanowycz, Thomas Regan and
Leonard Snyder – were read
amidst prayers and songs. At the
committee’s meeting, Mayor
Robinson read a proclamation
declaring September 11th as Pa-
triot Day.

The mayor also issued a proc-
lamation designating the week
of September 17 to 23 as Consti-
tution Week in honor of the 225th
anniversary of the drafting of the
U.S. Constitution.

The annual Centennial Music
Festival will be held on Saturday,
September 15, from 3 to 9 p.m.

Cranford.
Planning Board member Rita

La Brutta said she objected to
the application being just par-
tially filled out, and the mixed
testimony on prescriptions. She
also objected to the application
fee not being paid.

Board Attorney Nicholas
Giuditta said that Robert Hudak,
Cranford’s zoning officer, had
signed off on the application.
This did not satisfy the board
members, who had a lot of ques-
tions as to the traffic going in and
out of the building, which would
operate from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, and from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturdays.

Board member Lynda Feder said
she would like to see a detailed
plan for the counseling center.
Mr. Connelly responded that he
would prepare a flow chart for
the board.

Board member Peter Tyler said
he would like to see architectural
plans at the next meeting. In
addition, the owner of the salon
All About Me, which is a neighbor
of the proposed counseling cen-
ter, wanted to know if patients
would be loitering outside smok-
ing cigarettes, noting that some
of her clients might be reluctant
to come into her shop if there is
going to be a “crowd hanging

Post-Detox. Counseling Center Proposed in Cranford
around outside.”

Resident Gerry Grillo asked
about the parking.

“We don’t have enough parking
now. If you have 90 patients a
day, and some are in group ses-
sions, some people may overlap
into another time period. What
about parking then?,” Mr. Grillo
asked.

During the hearing, Mr. Argen
agreed to change the lease on
the parking lot from two years to
10 years.

The building is about 6,000
square feet and located across
the street is a parking lot that Mr.
Argen owns. He said he would
allocate 25 spots for the center.
The center is willing to pay the
township for seven permanent
parking permits for employees.
Kevin Illing, acting board chair-
man, asked the applicant to have
a full site plan ready for the next
meeting, including details about
traffic, dumpster, garbage dis-
posal, lighting, signage, sanitary
sewer, electricity and landscap-
ing. Mr. Giuditta, to allay the
board’s reservations, said no pre-
scription writing could be made a
condition of approval.

The next meeting of the plan-
ning board will be held Wednes-
day, October 3, at the municipal
building.

River feeds the lake.
While some of the details of the

restoration project will be worked
out next month, park users will
be affected.

 “We will do everything pos-
sible to minimize the impact to
Nomahegan’s users,” Freeholder
Chairman Al Mirabella said. “We
just ask folks to realize that any
inconvenience is temporary.”

The restoration project is going
to also involve extensive plantings

along the lake shoreline.
The plantings are designed to

reduce silt infiltration into the
lake and to make it more difficult
for Canada Geese to have easy
access to the water, which then
encourages flocks to remain in
the park.

Two new aerators will be in-
stalled in the lake, along with
several areas lined with glaci-
ated boulders to enable access
to the water to fish.

Nomahegan Lake Renovation

Probitas Verus Honos

Mason to Be Named
Full-Time Cranford

Administrator


