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GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil Tuesday night adopted, by a 4-
2 vote, an ordinance which pro-
vides for the compensation of regu-
lar police officers of the borough
under the new contract with the
local Police Benevolent Associa-
tion. The three-year contract gives
a 2-percent raise the first year and
a 1.75-percent raise thereafter,
as well as longevity benefits after
serving five years on the force.
Council President Keith Sluka and
Councilman Jim Mathieu both op-
posed the ordinance.

“We have made a conscious
effort not just this year at council
and last year, but previous years
because longevity was taken out
of the DPW [Department of Public
Works] contract long before I was
here. That is the part of that
contract that concerns me. I don’t
understand the philosophy be-
hind it, in the sense that the
employee is already getting a
raise and we’re just getting him
an extra raise on the purpose of
being here,” Council President
Sluka said.

“I can’t vote for raises for em-
ployees when townspeople are
losing jobs,” Councilman Mathieu
said.

“There should be a moratorium
on raises until we settle the law-
suit filed [against Mr. Mathieu
and the borough] by the clerk
[Christina Ariemma]. … You are
compromising the borough’s po-
sition,” Mr. Mathieu said.

The borough council is to vote
on a new bond totaling some
$223,000. During the workshop
meeting, Councilwoman Sara
Todisco discussed a bond for capi-
tal items, which she said would be
introduced at the Tuesday, Sep-
tember 25, council meeting. She
told the public that she did not
know the tax impact or length of
the term of the bond.

The capital items include police
car computers, a borough hall
generator, portable generators,

a repeater, DPW radio upgrades,
a recording sound system, a tele-
phone system, a computer sys-
tem, an SUV for the police de-
partment, building surveillance
cameras, traffic signal upgrades,
and Jaws of Life and infrared cam-
eras for the fire department.

During Ms. Todisco’s finance com-
mittee report, she called the capi-
tal items “necessary to the bor-
ough in the event of an emergency
or simply long overdue…” She said
the committee agreed, 3-0, to in-
troducing the bond ordinance.

Referring to Rep. Leonard
Lance’s (R-7th) sponsorship of a
New Jersey law when he was a
state senator, which has voters
decide by referendum the future
of all state debt, Mr. Mathieu said
he would like to see this taken to
the municipality level.

“In my mind, you can’t go wrong
when you go to the taxpayers,”
Mr. Mathieu said.

Joe Garritano of Willow Avenue
said during the workshop meet-
ing that a referendum should be
done for the athletic field com-
plex, but not general mainte-
nance for the borough. “I do
have a problem with the sports
complex because it feels like it is
a feel good thing… It is money
coming out of our pockets that I
don’t think that six people on
council should have the right to
decide how to spend our money,”
he said.

Ann Palmer of Beech Avenue, a
council candidate this year, said
she is against referendums.

Also Tuesday, Flanagan’s Con-
tracting Group, Inc. was awarded,
by 5-1 vote, the contract for the
athletic field complex (AFC) for
$2,750,000, including alternates
of $75,000 totaling $2,825,000.
The alternates include kitchen
equipment, totaling some
$50,000, Ms. Ariemma said, and
a different type of siding, which
Councilman Lou Petruzzelli said
would require less maintenance.

Mr. Mathieu asked how much is
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CRANFORD – The township
committee expects to formally
name Police Chief Eric Mason as
township administrator in the
coming weeks.

At the committee’s regular
meeting on Tuesday, Mayor David
Robinson, in response to a query
from former mayor Mark Smith,
said he expects Mr. Mason to be
formally named to the position “in
the coming weeks” once his re-
tirement papers with the police
department are filed. Mr. Mason,
who has been acting administra-
tor for the past year, was set to be

appointed to the post on a full-
time basis last spring; however,
that move was delayed by ques-
tions over pension benefits for
which Mr. Mason was eligible in
his dual role of police chief and
acting administrator. The state
government will be issuing new
regulations clarifying this issue, a
move that will allow the appoint-
ment to move forward.

In other business at the
committee’s hour-long meeting,
Township Attorney Phil Morin
noted that site plan hearings on
the proposed Birchwood Avenue
development were held last
month at the Union County Court-
house, and that both sides – the
township government and the
site’s developer, Cranford De-
velopment Associates LLC – were
now in the process of completing
various legal documents for re-
view by a special hearing officer
and, ultimately, a judge.

Meanwhile, the township con-
tinues to work, Mr. Morin said,
“on completing our compliance”
with a superior court judge’s or-
der last year allowing the devel-
opment, which could mean up to
360 new housing units in what
local officials say is a flood zone,
to move forward. Toward that
end, the committee on Tuesday
gave final approval to an ordi-
nance creating the position of
municipal housing liaison, a move
required by the judge’s Decem-
ber 2011 order.

Cranford Development Associ-
ates is proposing to build 360
new housing units in what the
municipal government and neigh-
borhood residents claim is a flood
zone that could be better used as
a flood water detention basin
during major storms such as Hur-
ricane Irene.

The committee introduced an
ordinance boosting the fees for

budgeted to maintain the AFC.
Ms. Todisco said a ballpark num-
ber for the annual maintenance
of the AFC is $2,000.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi ap-
pointed Carol Kearney as Busi-
ness and Industry liaison, a posi-
tion that was reactivated. Ms.
Kearney told The Westfield
Leader that she has signed on 27
new businesses to the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce in the last eight months.
Part of her duties will be to find
out how the borough can help
small businesses in the borough
be successful, the mayor said.

An ordinance to fix salaries and
wages of certain officials and em-
ployees of the borough was tabled
by the governing body.

The council held an executive
session to discuss the lawsuit
involving Ms. Ariemma, the bor-
ough and Councilman Mathieu.
No action was to be taken.

Sluka, Mathieu Oppose Gwd Police Contract
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Nomahegan Lake Set for
$1.5-Million Renovation

CRANFORD – Union County’s
Nomahegan Park Lake will soon
undergo a $1.5-million restora-
tion.

The restoration of the 7.5-acre
lake follows the rehabilitation of
Upper Echo Lake in Echo Lake
Park last year and is part of a
four-lake restoration project that
also includes Rahway River Park
in Rahway, Briant Park in Sum-
mit and Meisel Avenue Park in
Springfield. While work is ex-
pected to get underway in
Rahway by the end of this year,
the projects at Briant and Meisel
will likely get underway in 2013,
according to county officials.

At Thursday night’s agenda-
setting meeting of the Union
County Board of Freeholders,
board members agreed to vote
tonight, September 13, on a pro-

posed $1,495,358 contract to
Let It Grow Inc. of River Edge.
The Nomahegan project is ex-
pected to take upwards of nine
months to complete.

“We have a magnificent County
Parks system,” Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski said. “But the years
have taken a toll on our lakes,
many of which are man-made.
Silt has built up, along with a
growing amount of organic mat-
ter. That all has to come out.”

Nomahegan Park was part of
the original park system designed
by the Olmsted Brothers land-
scape architectural firm. An esti-
mated 46,400 cubic yards of soil
was excavated in 1930 to create
the lake, which holds an esti-
mated 9.8 million gallons of wa-
ter. A tributary of the Rahway
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Probitas Verus Honos

Mason To Be Named Full-
Time Cran. Administrator


