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Early morning rain nearly put a
damper in the hopes of members
of the St. Nicholas and St. An-
thony teams that were about to
vie for the St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League champi-
onship held at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains, beginning at 10
a.m. on Labor Day.

“When I woke up this morning,
I saw the rain. I said 14 years to
get here and it starts to rain,” St.
Anthony team captain Anthony
Perconte said.

But the rain diminished just in
time to allow a little warm-up
before the cavalcade of sports
was to begin.

St. Anthony’s Dave Rothenberg,
a veteran of the league since
before the turn of the century,
has been no stranger to champi-
onship games.

“Yes! This is my fourth year
here. We got to win today, be-
cause I only won one out of the
last three. We really want it this
time,” he said.

St. Anthony’s Larry Szenyi, in
his seventh trip to the champion-
ship, pointed out, “Of course,
I’ve been with the league 30
years.”

St. Nicholas slugger Gus Alvarez
commented, “This is my third
Labor Day in six years. It’s a
pleasure playing Tony, because
he was my rookie captain when I
first started playing with this
league. He has been looking for
one for so many years. He’s got
a really good squad there. We
are going to have to play our ‘A
Game’ and play good defense in
order to beat these guys. I kind
of want to see him win, but I

don’t want to see him win against
me.”

Both teams did bring strong
defense, but in the end, St. Nicho-
las received the higher grade to
earn a 9-6 victory and to claim
the St. Bart’s crown.

St. Nicholas’ Rich Reich deliv-
ered the most bang from his
metal stick, rapping a two-run
triple and a two-run single, while
walking once. Captain Ron Labin
lashed a pair of doubles, singled

and scored twice, and leadoff
hitter Scott Curtis singled three
times, scored three times and
walked once. Paul Bifani and
Frank Samuelian (RBI, run
scored) each tapped a pair of
singles.

Powermen Varojuan
Baboomian and Nash Warfield
did the most damage for St. An-
thony. Baboomian doubled,
singled and scored twice, while
Warfield whacked a solo home

run, singled and score twice.
Glenn Gang lined an RBI double
and an RBI single and scored
once. Rob Barone thumped a
two-run triple.

Shortstop Craig Burfeindt
glowed defensively for St. An-
thony with a pair of marvelous
stops converted to putouts. While
playing first base, Rothenberg
and Joe Tilocca each made a fine
play. But it was Baboomian in
left, who literally disappeared into

the woods after snagging a diffi-
cult liner.

St. Nick shortstop Labin initi-
ated a crafty play that resulted in
a putout near home after he set
up a rundown. Just after that,
Alvarez made a snow cone grab
in leftfield. Second baseman
Bifani made an over-the-shoul-
der catch in shallow right-cen-
ter.

Baboomian led off the top of
the first with a double down the
right field line, and Gang brought
him home with his RBI double.
St. Nick tied the score in the
bottom of the inning when Curtis
singled and later scored on
Alvarez’s RBI groundout.

St. Nick seized a 6-1 lead in the
second. Samuelian and Rob Del
Cid singled, and Scott Friedrichs
followed with an RBI single. Eric
Fisher tapped an RBI single,
Curtis walked and Labin hopped
an RBI double to center. Reich
then sliced his two-run triple to
right. Their lead upped to 7-1 in
the third when Lou Blau singled
and scored on Samuelian’s RBI
groundout.

St. Anthony came to life with
four runs in the fourth.
Baboomian and Warfield singled.
Gang poked an RBI single and
Barone bashed a two-run triple
to center. Burfeindt followed with
an RBI sacrifice fly. St. Nick an-
swered in the bottom of the in-
ning when Reich rifled his two-
run single to make the score 9-5.

Perconte led off the fifth with a
double, but Labin’s crafty ma-
neuver and Alvarez’s snow cone
grab prevented any scoring.
Warfield finalized the scoring with
his solo shot to the right field
fence in the seventh inning.
St. Anthony 100 400 100 6
St. Nicholas 151 200 00x 9

REICH RAPS 4 RBI; LABIN LASHES 2 DBL, SCORES 2 RUNS; WARFIELD WHACKS HOME RUN

St. Nick Nicks St. Anthony for St. Bart’s Crown, 9-6

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
2012 ST. BART’S SOFTBALL CHAMPS…St. Nicholas outlasted St. Anthony, 9-6, on Labor Day to become the St. Bart’s
Softball League champions. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Ron Del Cid, Paul Bifani, Gus Alvarez and Frank
Samuelian; back row, Ron Labin and son, Scott Friedrichs, Lou Blau, Eric Fisher, Rich Reich, Mike Barcellona, Chuck
Dunn and Scott Curtis.
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