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Excessive And Uncontrolled Property
Taxes By Union County Government
The letter below was sent to the NJ

Controller Mr. M. Boxer.
Last year I wrote you a letter regard-

ing the percentage increase of Union
County’s Property taxes, which was al-
most 7 percent. It should be noted that
the previous years to that had an in-
crease of 6 percent. This year’s increase
is 8.3 percent, which is appalling and
needs to be investigated by your office.

Last year you acknowledged my let-
ter, after that I never heard another thing.
Apparently, you or your office took no
action. I repeat:

1. The County provided 700 employ-
ees free life time medical coverage.

2. They awarded a $14.9 million con-
tract for a banquet facility/clubhouse at
the Galloping Hill Golf Course. In fact,
this money was paid by borrowing
money via a bond. The County stated
that the banquet facility would generate
a positive cash flow of $2 million annu-
ally by the third year in operation. As the
above article on the savings for the life
time benefits are in question, could this
projection for the Golf course also be
unrealistic? In fact, it was mentioned
that the budget may have been exceeded
by 50 percent ($10 million to $15 mil-
lion). Naturally, this does not even con-
sider why the county is running a for
profit facility in the first place! This will
take business away from private busi-
ness owners. However, what is for sure
if they are wrong we know that the
taxpayers of Union County will be left
an already overly weighted bag.

3. A $1.6 million contact for a new
maintenance golf club maintenance
building at the same course as above.

4. The county completed a $1.7 mil-
lion driving range at the same course.

5. The county awarded a $190,350
contract for engineering, contract ad-
ministration and inspection for artificial
turf and lights at a two fields.

While these items may have some
merit, it is questionable during the worst
recession since the Great Depression
that they are needed at this point in time.
Regarding their efficient execution, that
is another story and we would be thank-
ful for your review to confirm that we
are not being miss-represented.

6. There was also a question regarding
receipts from 2010’s County Music Fest.
This was investigated by the county itself.
In fact, the cost of the entire Music Fest
became even obvious to the Union County
Freeholders and they cancelled it in 2012.
However, how much are we paying this
year for past years’ excessive?

7. Two employees were paid full sal-
ary and placed in “rubber rooms”.

8. A reduction of almost 300 low
salary employees, while the high paid
list remained unchanged.

9. The former County Manager re-
tired suddenly.

10. A significant number of OPRA
court cases were lost. (So much for
transparent government).

The following expenditures can be
seen as reported in the media on this web
site, www.goleader.com/12aug16/
12aug16.pdf

11. The addition of turf and lights to
soccer fields in Linden and Elizabeth.

12. $38 M project at the Oak Ridge
Park in Clark, which included an $18 M
skating center.

13. $300,000 for a barrier free play
ground.

14. $300,000 for a water spray park.
15. $200,000 for a skateboard park.
16. $500,000 for new restrooms.
17. $150,000 for tennis courts.
18. $1 M for a wetlands pond.
19. $900,000 construction manage-

ment contract for the Oak Ridge project.
20. $45 M for a new courthouse.
There are many more but this serves

to at least cast doubt on their addition to
spending and the need to raise taxes.

There may be a greater outcry from
the towns, except the County is very
good at providing grants to towns and
one wonders if towns do not want to
“bite the hand that feeds” their wants.

Our Governor brags about his accom-
plishments, one of which was the limit on
property tax increases to 2 percent. Leave
it to be said an 8.3 percent increase is four
times that limit and the limit is not being
enforced. It is nice to sign legislation with
the 2 percent limit, but not right to walk
away from its enforcement. Your office
and the Governor’s office need to inves-
tigate this abuse immediately.

In addition, to a plea to Trenton to
investigate and intervene in this in jus-
tice, the Scotch Plains Town Council has
been requested to start having atten-
dance at Union County Freeholder meet-
ings such to protect Scotch Plains resi-
dents interests, which include this ex-
ceeding the 2 percent cap.

In order to keep the public notified
and provide the apparent motivation I
will once again provide a copy of this
letter to the media. In addition, I will
forward a copy to the Governor’s office,
NJ101.5’s Eric Scott for addressing in
the next “Ask the Governor” next show
and other groups interested in excessive
and uncontrolled property taxes by
Union County Government.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Our Governor Needs To Do Something
About Politicians Plying Their Trade
The FBI arrested Trenton Mayor Tony

Mack (a.k.a. Napoleon) Tuesday. An-
other outrageous NJ Corruption story
for history and I’d like to remind you
that the public still doesn’t know:

What happened with all the cash
from Musicfest?

Why the Union County prosecutor
was allowed to investigate his friend
Senator Raymond Lesniak’s nephew?

We do know that no county em-
ployee was held accountable. Every-
one got a pass.

The FBI is busy in Union County, but
they can’t cover everything. That’s why
Musicfest cash went missing and people
like Sharpe James and Tony Mack have
the unmitigated chutzpah to attempt to
fleece the public the way they did.
When you only have to worry about
your powerbroker controlled and ap-
pointed friendly county prosecutor the
chance of getting caught and having
any meaningful punishment meted out
is slim to none. Crime does pay in New
Jersey public service when you are con-
nected. You’d set your hair on fire if I
told you all the graft that goes on. I have
to let authorities do their jobs and be
quite on some things.

The way the state deals with local
corruption needs to be reformed and for
some reason our notorious corruption
busting former US attorney general
governor Christopher Christie isn’t do-
ing anything about it. He ran his cam-
paign on his record of being a corrup-
tion buster and he’s still allowing the
powerbrokers to police themselves. It’s
as if since he’s been elected corruption
isn’t a problem in New Jersey anymore,
it just disappeared. Are New Jerseans
that stupid?

Christie took down former Essex
County Exec James Treffinger. Re-
corded by the feds in January 2001
talking about his ambition to become
US Attorney, “There are plenty of mob-
sters to go after,” Treffinger said on the

wire. “You don’t have to go after all
these poor politicians trying to ply their
trade.”

We also don’t know what happened
to the parks maintenance equipment.
What equipment is missing, the cost,
and what employees were involved with
it going missing, besides Freeholder
Deborah Scanlon’s son. The investiga-
tion was opened on or about January
30, 2012 – over 7 months ago. The
county has been allowed to investigate
a freeholder’s relative for 7 months
with no conclusion in site – now wrap
your mind around the fact that they are
hiring a company to study whether to
close or privatize Runnells Hospital
and the study is going to take only 60
days or less.

US Attorney Ralph Marra, Christie’s
replacement on the Solom Dwek inves-
tigation quote from a press conference:

There are easily reforms that could
be made within this state that would
make our job easier, or even take some
of the load off our job,” he replied.
“There are too many people that profit
off the system the way it is and so they
have no incentive to change it. The few
people that want to change it seem to
get shouted down. So how long that
cycle’s going to continue I just don’t
know.”

I wonder how disappointed Ralph
must be in Christie.

It’s obviously going to continue in-
definitely. We have a governor who
doesn’t allow anyone to shout him down,
however he knows what the problem is,
how to fix it, and he is choosing to allow
the powerbrokers to continue business
as usual. Perhaps it’s unfixable. I can
accept that. But Christie is eventually
going to have to man up and say it out
loud. I don’t see how he can be re-
elected without addressing the issue.
It’s probably too late already.

Tina Renna
UC Watchdog Assoc.

American People Need to Know The
‘Facts’ About Ryan Budget

In response to Mr. O’Brien’s letter in
the August 23 Leader stating that my
printed letter which appeared on August
16 was “misinformed and perhaps hy-
perbolic,” let me correct that
mischaracterization for the record.

I will concede that the name of the
organization denouncing [Paul] Ryan’s
budget is properly named the USCCB
and that it is indeed Sister Simone
Campbell who toured the U.S. on a bus
tour speaking out against the Ryan’s
budget. However, I never said that the
Church opposed the Ryan budget be-
cause of the changes to Medicare. I said
it was “fundamentally lopsided” - mean-
ing favoring the rich and gutting pro-
grams to the poor. Mr. O’Brien himself
pointed out that adverse effects on hun-
ger and nutrition are what Cardinal
Dolan’s grave concerns are, thereby sup-
porting what I had said in my letter.

As far as Sister Simone Campbell,
Mr. Obrien’s letter says she is no author-
ity on the Church and is just an “agitator
and a “dissident.” I guess she is in good
company with our founding father John
Adams, one of the most passionate dis-
sidents and agitators this country has
ever known – without whom we would
never have had the Continental Con-
gress, Declaration of Independence and
our greatest achievement, the U.S. Con-
stitution. So hats off to another Ameri-
can hero and dissident, Sister Simone
Campbell.

If I indicated that the Pope himself
spoke out against the Ryan budget, my
apologies if that was not 100 percent
accurate. Thank you for the correction.

 Regarding the “end of Medicare as
we know it” as a worn out statement,
perhaps Mr. O’Brien doesn’t like the
term continually mentioned, but the
American people need to know the facts.

Even Mr. O’Brien says in his letter that
“this might be the case eventually...,”
proving my point. Medicare currently
operates as a government-sponsored
program, so a voucher program would
then change Medicare “as we know it.”

His reference to my outlining of the
budget cuts in the Ryan Budget as spend-
ing “increases” is incorrect and mis-
leading. There are drastic cuts to all
kinds of current budget expenditures in
the Ryan bill that are factual and irrefut-
able.

Another inconvenient fact is that the
Ryan budget will NOT reduce the deficit
for another 30 years because it fails to
raise enough revenues to balance any-
thing – even with all of the draconian
cuts.

 Mr. O’Brien indicated that Romney
said the Ryan budget will not be part of
his campaign. However, in an Associ-
ated Press release on April 3, Romney is
quoted as saying in a Wisconsin town
hall meeting on March 28, “I think it’d
be marvelous if the Senate were to pick
up Paul Ryan’s budget and to adopt it
and pass it along to the president.” Now
he’s distancing himself from it?

 Mr. O’Brien referenced my concerns
of the Ryan Budget by saying, “Rather
than much ado about what will not be,
perhaps we should instead focus on Gov.
Romney’s budget portrayals when he
makes them known.” Romney has al-
ready made them known. I think it is
naive for anyone to somehow believe
that all of a sudden Romney is going to
make a complete turnaround from the
Ryan Budget’s policies that he and his
party has fully embraced.

Mr. O’Brien says he doubts that any
budget of Romney’s will give tax breaks
to the wealthy and oppress the middle
class and impoverished given that there
are more middle class and impoverished
than wealthy today. Of course there are.
So it begs the question, why did the
Republicans and Romney endorse a plan
that does exactly that by cutting all kinds
of programs and giving the wealthy an-
other tax break and why did he choose
the architect and head promoter of the
plan to be his V.P.?

It makes no sense.
Now that the House passed the Ryan

budget bill, if the Senate were to go
Republican, they will be in total control
of Congress. If Romney were to win the
election, there is absolutely nothing stop-
ping them from fulfilling their agenda
and sending the Ryan Budget to Rom-
ney for a signature. He certainly is not
going to veto it.

So, it is not “much ado about what
will not be.” It seems Mr. O’Brien wants
to ignore facts, and instead rely on wish-
ful thinking.

Karen Egert
Westfield

Gracious Living in Westfield

Come and relax on the wrap around lemonade porch of this beautiful updated Victorian home which offers 2
distinctive opportunities for the owners either as a single family home or a completed 3rd floor furnished rental
for additional income. The spacious first floor with polished hardwood floor has a charming foyer opening to
the formal front parlor highlighted with beautiful wood moldings, a frieze bordering the high ceilings and a
brick lined mantel fireplace. Four large molded windows and large chandelier grace the formal dining room
opening to a cheerful spacious kitchen with granite countertops and full bath. The oversized family room has
French doors to the wrap around porch. The second floor foyer leads to the master bedroom with an alcove of
original built-ins, additional storage in the large dressing room, two bedrooms, a full bath and laundry room.
The third level, which is part of the family residence, can be rented as an apartment for additional income. It
has 2 bedrooms, living room, eat in kitchen, full bath, laundry room and private entrances for the owners or
renters. Large landscaped flowered backyard with brick patio adorned with vines along the fencing. 1 ½ short
blocks to town, train station and schools. Offered at $899,000.

2 Alden Street, Cranford

(908) 276-7888

www.marckelleyrealtors.com

Rotary Oktoberfest to Be
Geared to Business People

WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club
of Westfield will offer
businesspersons and professionals the
opportunity to learn about Rotary at
the club’s Oktoberfest luncheon on
Tuesday, October 2. It will take place
at the Westfield Area “Y,” located at
220 Clark Street in Westfield, and
will feature German barbecue food,
entertainment and fellowship.

Rotary is an international organi-
zation, with the Westfield club one of
34,335 in 160 countries. More than
1.2 million Rotary members form a
global network of business and pro-
fessional leaders who volunteer time
and talent to serve their individual
communities as well as the world
community. Rotary’s motto is “Ser-
vice Above Self.”

Rotary was founded in Chicago in
1905. It quickly became a national
organization and first granted charters
in foreign nations in 1911. Rotary
International’s most visible project is
“Polio Plus,” which aims to eradicate
polio worldwide. Rotary’s partners in
this initiative are the World Health
Organization, UNICEF, the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation.

The Westfield club, which to date
has raised nearly $1.4 million for

college scholarships awarded to
Westfield students who graduate from
Westfield High School or any other
accredited high schools, was the sec-
ond to be formed in New Jersey.
Today there are 40 members of the
club who convene for lunch each
Tuesday. Elected officers and direc-
tors serve one-year terms. The cur-
rent president is Michael Miller.

Rotary’s “classification principle”
ensures that club membership reflects
the business and professional com-
position of its community. Accord-
ing to Mr. Miller, “The result of this
principle is professional diversity that
enlivens the social atmosphere of the
club and offers a rich resource of
occupational expertise to carry out
our service projects.”

In addition to the club’s annual
Pancake Breakfast in March, which
supports scholarships and local chari-
ties, Westfield Rotarians are involved
in four “avenues of service” based on
the objectives of Rotary, according to
Mr. Miller.

Phil Rinaldi, Oktoberfest chairman,
invites men and women who would
like to attend the Oktoberfest event to
reserve a space by calling Club Sec-
retary Nancy Jackson at (973) 564-
9730.

Creative Ways to Preserve
Your Summer Memories

WESTFIELD – The leaves are al-
ready starting to fall, and weather is
getting unpredictably cooler some
days. Labor Day is here, ending the
official summer season. While it’s
sad to end summer, with its sunny
beach days, barbecues and vacation
fun, you can preserve the memories
by doing something special with the
photos and videos.

Here are some creative ways to use
your vacation memories:

-Save your favorite photo as a com-
puter screensaver or the background
wallpaper of your phone.

-Start your own YouTube or Vimeo
channel, uploading your vacation
videos. You can password protect the
site, giving access to only those you
want to have it.

-Upload favorite photos onto an

electronic photo frame’s memory
chip, and they’ll rotate through at
home or in the office, bringing back
the memories.

-Make a hard-bound photo book
with iPhoto, or at a site like Snapfish,
Shutterfly or Picaboo.

-Make a video montage of photos,
complete with music, and send cop-
ies to those who took trips with you.

Need help with any of these? Dan
Weiniger of Home Video Studio is an
expert at preserving video and photo
memories. Contact him at (908) 301-
9300 or by e-mail at
dan.w@homevideostudio.com to see
how he can help you. http://
www.homevideostudio.com/dan.
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