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Minutemen Rap Blue Devil Gridders, 45-6
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Extra! Extra!

REICH RIPS 4 RBI; LABIN 2 DBL, 2 RUNS; WARFIELD HR

St. Nick Nicks St. Anthony
For St. Bart’s Crown, 9-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Early morning rain nearly put a
damper in the hopes of members of
the St. Nicholas and St. Anthony
teams that were about to vie for the
St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League championship held at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains, be-
ginning at 10 a.m. on Labor Day.

“When I woke up this morning, I
saw the rain. I said 14 years to get
here and it starts to rain,” St. Anthony
team captain Anthony Perconte said.

But the rain diminished just in time
to allow a little warm-up before the
cavalcade of sports was to begin.

St. Anthony’s Dave Rothenberg, a
veteran of the league since before the
turn of the century, has been no
stranger to championship games.

“Yes! This is my fourth year here.
We got to win today, because I only
won one out of the last three. We
really want it this time,” he said.

St. Anthony’s Larry Szenyi, in his
seventh trip to the championship,
pointed out, “Of course, I’ve been
with the league 30 years.”

St. Nicholas slugger Gus Alvarez
commented, “This is my third Labor
Day in six years. It’s a pleasure play-
ing Tony, because he was my rookie
captain when I first started playing
with this league. He has been looking
for one for so many years. He’s got a
really good squad there. We are go-
ing to have to play our ‘A Game’ and
play good defense in order to beat
these guys. I kind of want to see him
win, but I don’t want to see him win
against me.”

Both teams did bring strong de-
fense, but in the end, St. Nicholas
received the higher grade to earn a 9-
6 victory and to claim the St. Bart’s
crown.

St. Nicholas’ Rich Reich delivered
the most bang from his metal stick,
rapping a two-run triple and a two-
run single, while walking once. Cap-
tain Ron Labin lashed a pair of
doubles, singled and scored twice,
and leadoff hitter Scott Curtis singled
three times, scored three times and
walked once. Paul Bifani and Frank
Samuelian (RBI, run scored) each
tapped a pair of singles.

Powermen Varojuan Baboomian
and Nash Warfield did the most dam-
age for St. Anthony. Baboomian
doubled, singled and scored twice,
while Warfield whacked a solo home
run, singled and score twice. Glenn
Gang lined an RBI double and an
RBI single and scored once. Rob
Barone thumped a two-run triple.

Shortstop Craig Burfeindt glowed
defensively for St. Anthony with a
pair of marvelous stops converted to
putouts. While playing first base,
Rothenberg and Joe Tilocca each
made a fine play. But it was
Baboomian in left, who literally dis-
appeared into the woods after snag-
ging a difficult liner.

St. Nick shortstop Labin initiated a
crafty play that resulted in a putout
near home after he set up a rundown.
Just after that, Alvarez made a snow
cone grab in leftfield. Second
baseman Bifani made an over-the-
shoulder catch in shallow right-cen-
ter.

Baboomian led off the top of the
first with a double down the right

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
2012 ST. BART’S SOFTBALL CHAMPS…St. Nicholas outlasted St. Anthony, 9-6, on Labor Day to become the St. Bart’s
Softball League champions. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Ron Del Cid, Paul Bifani, Gus Alvarez and Frank
Samuelian; back row, Ron Labin and son, Scott Friedrichs, Lou Blau, Eric Fisher, Rich Reich, Mike Barcellona, Chuck
Dunn and Scott Curtis.

Defensively, Kane recorded a one-
yard sack, Joe Scaglione had a three-
yard sack and Tom Anderson recorded
a five-yard sack.

Thomas returned the Blue Devils’
opening kickoff 95 yards to put the
Minutemen up 7-0. Disaster struck
moments later when Thomas picked
off Menares-Brown’s pass at the
Westfield 38 and returned it to the
nine. Elizabeth moved the ball to the

one-foot line and on fourth down
Walker attempted to hook around the
left side, but Dylan Elliot brought
him down just before the goal line.

The Blue Devils responded with a
14-play drive, but the Minutemen
stopped them at their own 16-yard
line. The Minutemen took two plays
to advance to the 36-yard line, but

with 1:59 left in the first quarter,
lightning in the skies delayed the
game for approximately 45 minutes.

After the delay, lightning of an-
other sort struck on the turf when
Walker found an opening in the
middle then cut down the left sideline
for a 64-yard TD with 1:47 on the
clock to make the score 14-0.

Midway through the second quar-
ter, the Blue Devils engineered a

seven-play, 70-yard scoring drive that
was concluded when Menares-Brown
found Dylan Elliott over the middle.
Elliott shook a few tackles and
rumbled into the end zone with 5:48
left in the half. The point after attempt
failed.

On the ensuing kickoff, Thomas
sprinted 95 yards down the left side

for an apparent TD, but a holding
penalty brought the ball back to the
Minuteman 27. Five plays later, Tho-
mas dashed 41 yards for the TD with
4:33 left.

Within a span of less than two min-
utes, the Blue Devils punted and the
Minutemen returned the ball to the
Westfield 44. Two plays later, Walker
slanted 19 yards for the TD.
Westfield’s next possession resulted

in an early fumble that turned the ball
over to Elizabeth. Two plays later, the
Minutemen had a 35-6 lead when
Walker hit Harris for a 14-yard TD.

With 3:20 on the clock in the third
quarter, the Minutemen connected
on a 25-yard field goal. Another
Westfield fumble gave Elizabeth pos-
session on the Minutemen 37. Four
plays later, Walker found receiver
Kyle Ward for an eight-yard TD re-
ception, making the score 45-6 and
enacting the Mercy Rule.

“We have a lot to work on. I thought
our offense at times looked good.
Defensively, we handled the run a
little bit, but it was the speed that got
us tonight. You can’t teach that kind
of speed,” Coach DeSarno said.
Westfield   0   6   0  0 6
Elizabeth 14 21 10  0 45
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28 W. Holly Street, Cranford
$445,900

Located close to downtown and train, this stately colonial offers a spacious

living room with fireplace, formal dining room, den, 3 bedrooms, 1.5 baths.

The updated eat-in kitchen has maple cabinets and stainless appliances.

The paver walkway and patio overlooks a fenced yard with beautiful

perennial gardens.  Timberline-style roof, newer furnace and hot water

heater and central air.

57 Canterbury Drive, Scotch Plains

$500,000
A quiet cul-de-sac boasts this very well-maintained and sunny four

bedroom, two bath and one half bath Colonial. It features a living room,

large family room with sliding glass doors to the deck, formal dining room

and a large eat-in kitchen with granite counter tops, Groen fixtures and

atrium windows. The master bedroom suite has a private bath and dressing

area. The home also has an insulated, walk around attic. There is a partially

finished basement with high ceilings, a laundry room and ample storage

space as well. An over-sized two car garage, long driveway for additional

parking and a large, fenced garden complete this ideally located home

that allows for an easy commute. It is not in a flood zone.

2326 Longfellow Avenue, Scotch Plains

$799,900
Don’t miss the opportunity to preview and own this Stunning Colonial.

Directions: North Avenue to 2326 Longfellow Avenue, Scotch Plains,

New Jersey, 07076

OPEN HOUSE: 09/16, 1–4PM
NEW PRICE
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SCRAMBLING FOR SOME YARDAGE…Blue Devil Shakiyl Glasco, No. 7, looks to gain some yardage against the
Minutemen at Williams Field in Elizabeth on September 7.

Gwyneth Jones Cote (Swarthmore
College ’84) was recently inducted
into the Swarthmore Hall of Fame.
She was a force on the Garnet la-
crosse and field hockey teams, play-
ing for fellow Hall of Fame inductee
Pete Hess in both sports. She and her
husband, John Cote, live in Westfield
with their two children. Cote has
coached her daughter’s lacrosse team
for the last several years.

Cote holds the lacrosse program

record for career points (374) and
career assists (176) and ranks fourth
all-time in career goals (198). In
1984, she set the Swarthmore and
NCAA Division III record for as-
sists in a single season (55), earning
First Team All-America honors in
the process. Cote also excelled in
field hockey, where she was a three-
year starter and was twice named to
the Division III All-Region Field
Hockey Team.

WF’s Gwyn Cote Makes Swarthmore Hall of Fame

Probitas Verus Honos


