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Local Democrats Celebrate
Nomination of Obama

WAITING FOR OBAMA SPEECH...Scotch Plains and Fanwood Democrats
gathered on September 6 at the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad to watch President
Barack Obama deliver his nomination speech at the Democratic National Con-
vention in Charlotte, N.C.  Pictured, from left to right, are: Freeholder candidate
Bruce Bergen, Scotch Plains Mayoral candidate Kevin Glover, Fanwood council
candidate Dan Levine, Scotch Plains Council candidate Colleen Gialanella,
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch
Plains), and Fanwood council candidate Jack Molenaar.

ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL...Scotch Plains Mayor Mary DePaola and Coun-
cilman Ed Saridaki meet with a Coles Avenue resident at her home to discuss
issues in her neighborhood as part of their door-to-door election campaign.

Scotch Plains Republican
Campaign Well Underway

REGION – Democrats from Fanwood
and Scotch Plains crowded into the sec-
ond floor meeting room at the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad on September 6 to
watch the nomination of Barack Obama
for President at the Democratic National
Convention and to support their local
candidates, Dan Levine and Jack
Molenaar of Fanwood and Kevin Glover
and Colleen Gialanella of Scotch Plains.
Union County Freeholder Democratic
candidate Bruce Bergen was also
present.

The pizza-and-beer party, sponsored
by state Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22, Scotch Plains) and the Fanwood
and Scotch Plains Democratic Com-
mittees, offered supporters an opportu-
nity to meet the candidates face to face
and hear them speak. All the principles
addressed the group, which also heard
by telephone from U.S. Representative
Rush Holt (D-12), who is running for re-
election to the 12th Congressional Dis-
trict which Fanwood and most of Scotch
Plains will become part of as a result of
redistricting on January 1, 2013.

In Fanwood, Mr. Levine and city plan-
ner and former councilman Mr. Molenaar

are running for the borough council. In
Scotch Plains, Councilman Kevin Glover
is running for mayor and school admin-
istrator Colleen Gialanella is running
for township council.
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www.GreenEnergy-NJ.com

Home Energy Audits 

• Insulation & HVAC Upgrades • State Rebates 

• Lower Utility Bills • Increase Home Comfort 

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Mon–Fri 10-6, Thurs 10-8, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5

www.MattressFactoryBeds.com

We’d like to think we sell sweet dreams...

not just mattresses.
Why Sweet Dreams?

The Mattress Factory aims to provide our customers with the 
most restful and rejuvenating nights sleep by manufacturing 
the best quality inner spring mattress line possible. We use 
the heaviest gage coils, steel edges, and highest quality latex.

Find Us!
Really, come find us in person at the annual FestiFall on September 
23rd in Westfield.  We’ll have the all new Sweet Dreams mattress 
on hand for you to test out!  And don’t forget to find us on Facebook 
by scanning the QR code on the left with your mobile device.
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“A good laugh and a long 
sleep are the best cures 

in the doctor’s book.”  
-Irish Proverb
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Owners Ron & Kara Shovlin

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.franksmithlaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey
Slips & Falls

Motor Vehicle Accidents
Defective Products & Machines

Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries

Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

WF Chamber Welcomes
New Executive Director

WESTFIELD – The Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC)
has announced that Heather Robinson
has been named their new executive di-
rector, replacing former di-
rector Neil Pinkman, who
resigned in June.

Ms. Robinson, a graduate
of the University of Florida,
comes to the Chamber with
extensive business, sales and
management experience.

“We are excited to have
Heather on board,” said Mitch
Beinhaker, 2012-2013
GWACC chairman. “She
brings a level of enthusiasm
and creativity that will help us continue
the work of our former director and move
us quickly to the next level.”

Ms. Robinson has been a resident of

Westfield since relocating her family from
Florida five years ago. She and her hus-
band are the parents of three children, all
of whom attend school in town.

The Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce has been
serving the communities of
Fanwood, Garwood, Scotch
Plains, Mountainside, and
Westfield for more than 60
years.

 The Chamber’s mission
is to provide an environment
that fosters success for mem-
bers through increased eco-
nomic activity, business ad-
vocacy, member-driven ser-

vices and community involvement.  For
additional information, contact GWACC
at (908) 233-3021 or e-mail
info@westfieldareachamber.com.

SCOTCH PLAINS –  While Labor
Day typically signifies the beginning
of campaign season, Scotch Plains
Mayor Mary DePaola and Council-
man Ed Saridaki began an ambitious
program of personal meetings with
constituents early in the summer.

The candidates have personally
knocked on nearly 1,000 doors to speak
with residents and intend to reach more
than double that amount prior to Elec-
tion Day.

“With advances in technology, there
are many different ways to reach out to
our residents,” Mayor DePaola said.
“However, when you get right down to
it, nothing beats a one-on-one interac-
tion with our residents. You get to hear
their personal concern about the com-
munity and also let them know what
the recent activities of their local gov-
ernment are. Not everyone has the time
to visit the municipal building for a
council meeting or even tune in to cable
television to view one. Door-to-door is
the best way to interact with our con-
stituents.”

Councilman Saridaki continued,
“This summer we have visited homes
in seven of our voting districts and
when all is said and done we plan on
reaching all 23 districts. It is interesting
to note that as you visit different neigh-
borhoods, issues and concerns can
change, however, many themes remain
the same throughout Scotch Plains.
Property taxes are always on the minds
of our residents and most realize that
this continues to be an issue throughout
New Jersey and not just in Scotch Plains.
They are appreciative and supportive
of our efforts to share services with

Atlantic Names New VP
MORRISTOWN – Atlantic Health

System has announced that Michael
Regier has been named the hospital
system’s vice-president of legal af-
fairs, and chief legal officer. As legal
chief for AHS, he is responsible for
legal, compliance, risk and claims
management and internal audit teams,
and insurance matters. He was previ-
ously senior vice-president, legal and
corporate affairs and general counsel
for VHA Inc. based in Irving, Tex.

neighboring communities and contin-
ued budget belt tightening in order to
stabilize property taxes.”

Mayor DePaola concluded, “Now
that the summer is behind us, we plan
to step up our door-to-door efforts and
expect to find more of our residents at
home for us to speak with them. We
would advise our residents to expect to
see us on their doorstep some time
soon. If they should happen to miss us,
they can visit us on our website
www.scotchplainsgop.com or our
Facebook Page DePaola and Saridaki
for Scotch Plains.”

WF BOA Allows Gazebo
To Stand, Approves Garage

By P. JUSTIN FAHEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The town’s zoning
board of adjustment took up a number
of applications Monday night, ranging
from new additions to new garages to
the future of a gazebo.

Deanne Hampton of 927 Ripley Av-
enue sought permission to retain a ga-
zebo contrary to current ordinances. A
recent complaint brought the situation
to the board’s attention. Ms. Hampton
told the board that she moved into the
home two years ago with her two daugh-
ters following her divorce. Formerly,
the family lived on the north side of
town. The home was in foreclosure
when purchased and was not well kept,
she said. Ms. Hampton said she origi-
nally wanted to build a screened-in
porch but, because it required a permit,
she decided instead to build the gazebo.
She said she was not aware that the
gazebo also required permits and vari-
ances. Recently, a neighbor complained
that the structure was not in compli-
ance.

Ms. Hampton’s neighbor, Robert
Hild, who has lived on Ripley Avenue
since 1974, testified that since he has
been there the home was never well
taken care of. However, he said since
Ms. Hampton moved in two years ago,
she has gone out of her way to maintain
her property.

Neighbor Erin Hughes, who lives
behind the property on Irving Avenue,
concurred, stating that the view from
her home had been dramatically im-
proved since Ms. Hampton moved in.

The board, citing the improvements

made by Ms. Hampton and the support
of her neighbors, allowed the gazebo to
stay provided that it remains an open
structure.

Also on Monday’s agenda was a re-
quest by Partha P. Palit of 1511 Boule-
vard for a variance to construct a two-
story addition on his property. The town
ordinance requires a minimum-rear yard
setback of 35 feet; the applicant re-
quested a setback of 28.6 feet. In addi-
tion, the applicant requested a mass-
continuous wall length at the side yard
of 32.7 feet. The ordinance requires 25
feet.

The board asked Mr. Palit to con-
sider moving the addition on the side
yard over two feet in order to give a
break in the wall. The applicant agreed
to redesign the addition based on this
request and the application was held
over until the board’s Monday, October
10 meeting.

Robert Garnecki also came before
the board requesting that he be allowed
to build a garage on his property at 810
Wallberg Avenue. During the discus-
sion, the board recalled the previous
owner came before it following an ad-
dition in 2007. Mr. Garnecki purchased
the home in 2008. The previous owner
had built an addition that was in viola-
tion of the land use ordinance and was
given a choice to either alter the addi-
tion or remove the garage. He chose to
remove the garage. While the board did
not allow all of the variances, it did
approve the construction of a new ga-
rage.

Other variances approved included
first- and second-story additions to 520
Edgar Road; a two-car detached garage
at 866 Winyah Avenue East and one-
and two-story additions at 806 Standish
Avenue. Dianne and George Handza
will be allowed to demolish the existing
dwelling and detached garage at 211
Seneca Place and construct a new single-
family dwelling with a detached ga-
rage.

The board denied an application filed
by Mr. and Mrs. Colby Gaines to con-
struct a covered patio at 1272 Summit
Avenue, concluding no undue hardship
existed to necessitate a variance.

Heather Robinson

See it all on the web!
www.goleader.com

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES


