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U N D E R  N E W  M A N A G E M E N T

Your      ometown Animal HospitalH

*$75 value.  Available to new clients only.  Limit one coupon per client.

FREE Exam for new Patients*

(908) 233-6030

New Hours!

WestfieldAnimal.com

357 South Ave. E - Westfield, NJ 07090

Mon-Fri: 8am-7pm & Sat: 8am-1pm
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UNDERWATER READING...Chloe Shanebrook-Wein, a fourth grader at
Washington Elementary School in Westfield, reads The Westfield Leader  under-
water in this picture taken August 30 at Mosquito Hill, Bermuda.

“This will allow us to move for-
ward. We have had requests from at
least three or four different counties”
interested in having the UCPO do
DNA work for them, Mr. Cernadas
said. “We have conducted some work
for some counties and we are now
going to monetize that work.”

The board also is expected to vote
tonight on a $282,176 contract with
T&M Associates of Middletown for
the design, construction administra-
tion and inspection services for the
replacement of the Madison Hill Road
bridge in Clark. The bridge was re-
paired last year after being damaged
during Hurricane Irene in August
2011.

Joseph Graziano, director of engi-
neering, public works and facilities,
said his department has put in an
application for $1 million in funding
for the bridge through the state De-
partment of Transportation’s Local
Bridges – Future Needs Program.

Also on tonight’s agenda will be a
resolution for the county to enter into
a contract with the Township of
Springfield to provide dispatch ser-
vices to include all 9-1-1 calls includ-
ing police. Andrew Moran, director
of public safety, said the county has
been answering fire and rescue squad
calls for the past two months. Under
the new three-year contract, Spring-
field will pay $95,000 for the first
year with a 2-percent increase in each
of the last two years.

The county now provides services
for eight towns after CenCom, lo-
cated at Overlook Medical Center in
Summit, shut down its 9-1-1 dispatch
operations after 30 years. Mr. Moran
said the newly expanded county dis-
patch center in Westfield is expected
to open Monday, October 1.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAMPAIGN KICKOFF…The board of trustees of the Westfield United Fund
holds their 2012 campaign kickoff this past Saturday at the home of Anne and
Keith Wargo on Hillside Avenue in Westfield. The event saluted members of the
United Fund’s Pillars Club.

Photo courtesy of Chris Hudak
DNC PARTY...State Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-22, Linden), left, and Union
County Freeeholder Chris Hudak were in attendance at last week’s National
Democratic Convention in Charlotte, N.C.
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Freeholders

proved Mr. Fantini’s application.
Guy and Meaghan Saccento, of

433 Victor Street, sought to expand
their split-level home to accommo-
date the needs of a growing family;
they have two girls and a boy, rang-
ing in ages from 5 to 8 years old.
The Saccentos, represented by at-
torney Joseph Barone, said they
wish to add 192.5 square feet of
living space to the home. Mr.
Saccento said their plans are in
keeping with the neighborhood,
where other residents are doing the
same thing. The home is built on a
slab, with three bedrooms.

The couple wants to expand by
adding a fourth level over the
kitchen and living room to provide
two bedrooms and a bathroom. They
also are seeking to bump out the
back of the house to make a bigger
kitchen. They want to add two feet
to the side of the house, which, Mr.
Saccento said, would make a dif-
ference, noting his family room is
so small they cannot even put a
coffee table in it.

The rear of the house would be
set back five-and-a-half feet.

“We like Scotch Plains, the neigh-
borhood, and the schools, and we’d
like to stay in the house,” Mr.
Saccento told the board. The board
approved the application.

The next regular meeting of the
board of adjustment will be Thurs-
day, October 4, at the municipal
building on Park Avenue.
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Photo courtesy of Ruth Maloney
GO USA...The Maloney family of Westfield reads The Westfield Leader at the
London Olympics. Pictured are Ruth, Maeve and Muriel Maloney.

system, a computer system, an SUV
for the police department, building
surveillance cameras, traffic signal
upgrades, and Jaws of Life and infra-
red cameras for the fire department.

During Ms. Todisco’s finance
committee report, she called the
capital items “necessary to the bor-
ough in the event of an emergency
or simply long overdue…” She said
the committee agreed, 3-0, to intro-
ducing the bond ordinance.

Referring to Rep. Leonard
Lance’s (R-7th) sponsorship of a
New Jersey law when he was a state
senator, which has voters decide by
referendum the future of all state
debt, Mr. Mathieu said he would
like to see this taken to the munici-
pality level.

“In my mind, you can’t go wrong
when you go to the taxpayers,” Mr.
Mathieu said.

Joe Garritano of Willow Avenue
said during the workshop meeting
that a referendum should be done
for the athletic field complex, but
not general maintenance for the bor-
ough. “I do have a problem with the
sports complex because it feels like
it is a feel good thing… It is money
coming out of our pockets that I
don’t think that six people on coun-
cil should have the right to decide
how to spend our money,” he said.

Ann Palmer of Beech Avenue, a
council candidate this year, said
she is against referendums.

WF Council Honors 9/11
Victims; Discusses WFD

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield’s Town
Council meeting began with Mayor
Andy Skibitsky reading the speech he
gave at the September 11th service
earlier in the evening, along with a
moment of silence for those who per-
ished in 2001.

Mayor Skibitsky noted that the com-
munity was “united in remembering
and supporting our fellow citizens”
and paid special tribute to the victims’
families for their “remarkable forti-
tude.”

During the public comments por-
tion of the meeting, resident John
Blake questioned why the town has
hired new police officers and not new
firefighters. He also asked why the
town is applying for grants to increase
the size of the fire department staff if
the town believes the current staff is
adequate. Mr. Blake also criticized
the use of the mutual aid system, call-
ing it “disgraceful” that towns are
“too cheap” to pay for additional
firefighters.

Mr. Blake said that other munici-
palities, such as Springfield, are not
hiring additional firefighters and are
using neighboring towns to back them
up on calls.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea said
that the town currently has four pla-
toons with seven firefighters each,
plus a deputy chief and a chief. Mr.
Gildea said this is the minimum staff-
ing level that the town is willing to
have. He said the town has set a mini-
mum of 52 police officers, and that the
town fell below that number, prompt-
ing new hires. He said that despite
budget constraints, “public safety re-
mains a priority.”

Third Ward Councilman Dave Haas
asked Mr. Gildea to clarify the num-
ber of firefighters, saying that he
thought there were two platoons of
seven and two platoons of eight. Mr.
Gildea responded that due to two re-
tirements there are now four platoons
of seven, and that it was discussed
during a finance committee meeting.

Councilman Keith Loughlin said
the town has been able to avoid laying
off any employees, despite, “increas-
ing budget pressure.” He also said
there is, “nothing more important to
us than the safety of our residents.”

Resident Greg Kasko said that at
the August meeting, Mr. Blake had
spoken about former Town Attorney
Robert Cockren’s participation in the
Public Employee Retirement System
(PERS), and that Mr. Gildea got up to
the microphone to “clarify” stating
that a letter from the state comptroller
was not asking for information about
Mr. Cockren. Mr. Kasko said he got a
copy of the letter from the
comptroller’s office and it did specifi-
cally ask about Mr. Cockren’s partici-
pation in PERS. Mr. Kasko also took
issue with other reports from the town
regarding and relating to the pedes-
trian crossing signal on Central Av-
enue. “I think Mr. Gildea’s version of

the truth needs…clarification,” Mr.
Kasko said.

“Mr. Kasko is a disgraced former
police officer,” Mr. Gildea said, add-
ing that he “resigned to avoid being
fired.” He added that Mr. Kasko lied
under oath, was caught sleeping on
duty and everyone should be reminded
of those things.

In other business, the council passed
a resolution allowing the recreation
commission to apply for a matching
grant from Union County from the
Kids Recreation Trust Fund. The town
will be applying for $387,500 for the
repair of Sid Fay and Houlihan turf
fields. Should the town receive the
grant, the other half of the money
would come from the town’s “trust
fund” which is made up from user
fees.

Installation of the $1-million syn-
thetic turf field at Sid Fay and Houlihan
Fields, at the corner of Rahway Av-
enue and Lamberts Mill Road in
Westfield, was completed at the end
of 2005.

The council passed an ordinance on
first reading that sets forth the salaries
for Department of Public Works em-
ployees represented by the Teamsters
union. Under the new contract, only
those employees already at the high-
est pay level will see raises of 2 per-
cent, 1.5 percent and 1.75 percent
from 2012 to 2014, respectively.

The contract also sets a new salary
guide for hourly employees hired af-
ter January 1, 2012. The new guide
has 14 salary tiers which range from
$15 an hour to $26 an hour; unlike the
guide for employees hired before Janu-
ary 1, which has 11 tiers and range
from $15.83 an hour to $31.37 for
2012.

The council also passed an ordi-
nance on second and final reading to
purchase a new aerial fire truck with
pumper for $988,000. The truck will
replace the town’s aerial truck with
was totaled during hurricane Irene
last year.

Resolutions were also passed al-
lowing for the demolition of single-
family homes at 18 North Wickom
Drive and 317 St. Georges Place.
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Garwood Council
Also Tuesday, Flanagan’s Con-

tracting Group, Inc. was awarded,
by 5-1 vote, the contract for the
athletic field complex (AFC) for
$2,750,000, including alternates of
$75,000 totaling $2,825,000. The
alternates include kitchen equip-
ment, totaling some $50,000, Ms.
Ariemma said, and a different type
of siding, which Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli said would require less
maintenance.

Mr. Mathieu asked how much is
budgeted to maintain the AFC. Ms.
Todisco said a ballpark number for
the annual maintenance of the AFC
is $2,000.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi ap-
pointed Carol Kearney as Business
and Industry liaison, a position that
was reactivated. Ms. Kearney told
The Westfield Leader that she has
signed on 27 new businesses to the
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce in the last eight months.
Part of her duties will be to find out
how the borough can help small
businesses in the borough be suc-
cessful, the mayor said.

An ordinance to fix salaries and
wages of certain officials and em-
ployees of the borough was tabled
by the governing body.

The council held an executive
session to discuss the lawsuit in-
volving Ms. Ariemma, the borough
and Councilman Mathieu. No ac-
tion was to be taken.

Mason to Be Named Full-
Time Cranford Administrator

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee expects to formally name Po-
lice Chief Eric Mason as township
administrator in the coming weeks.

At the committee’s regular meet-
ing on Tuesday, Mayor David
Robinson, in response to a query
from former mayor Mark Smith, said
he expects Mr. Mason to be formally
named to the position “in the coming
weeks” once his retirement papers
with the police department are filed.
Mr. Mason has been acting adminis-
trator for the past year and was set to
be appointed to the post on a full-
time basis last spring, but that move
was delayed by questions over pen-
sion benefits for which Mr. Mason
was eligible in his dual role of police
chief and acting administrator. The
state government will be issuing new
regulations clarifying this issue, a
move that will allow the appoint-
ment to move forward.

In other business at the
committee’s hour-long meeting,
Township Attorney Phil Morin noted
that site plan hearings on the pro-
posed Birchwood Avenue develop-
ment were held last month at the
Union County Courthouse, and that
both sides – the township govern-
ment and the site’s developer,
Cranford Development Associates
LLC – were now in the process of
completing various legal documents
for review by a special hearing of-
ficer and, ultimately, a judge.

Meanwhile, the township contin-
ues to work, Mr. Morin said, “on
completing our compliance” with a
superior court judge’s order last year
allowing the development, which
could mean up to 360 new housing
units in what local officials say is a
flood zone, to move forward. To-
ward that end, the committee on
Tuesday gave final approval to an
ordinance creating the position of
municipal housing liaison, a move
required by the judge’s December
2011 order.

Cranford Development Associates
is proposing to build 360 new hous-
ing units in what the municipal gov-
ernment and neighborhood residents

claim is a flood zone that could be
better used as a flood water deten-
tion basin during major storms such
as Hurricane Irene.

The committee introduced an or-
dinance boosting the fees for swim
lessons at the township pool facili-
ties, a move that Deputy Mayor Andis
Kalnins said was made to bring the
fees more in line with what is being
charged by neighboring communi-
ties. Another ordinance was intro-
duced that will institute a uniform
speed limit of 25 miles per hour
along the entire length of Walnut
Avenue. The public hearings for both
ordinances will be held on Tuesday,
October 16.

Noting that Tuesday’s meeting was
held on the 11th anniversary of the
September 11th terrorist attacks,
Deputy Mayor Kalnins, during his
invocation, called on residents to
recall “all the lives that were lost”
and “how all of us and all of our lives
were changed.” He also pointed out
how, “we came together as a town,
as a state and as a nation” in the wake
of the attacks, which took the lives of
six Cranford residents.

Earlier on Tuesday, during the
township’s official remembrance held
at the September 11th Memorial Park,
the names of the six township resi-
dents – Dean Eberling, Christopher
Michael Grady, Robert Lynch, Gre-
gory Milanowycz, Thomas Regan and
Leonard Snyder – were read amidst
prayers and songs. At the committee’s
meeting, Mayor Robinson read a
proclamation declaring September
11th as Patriot Day.

The mayor also issued a proclama-
tion designating the week of Sep-
tember 17 to 23 as Constitution Week
in honor of the 225th anniversary of
the drafting of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

The annual Centennial Music Fes-
tival will be held on Saturday, Sep-
tember 15, from 3 to 9 p.m.

Westfield 9/11
Ceremony

the field study completed in 2009 on
district needs, “these were the two
projects that have always been the most
important.” She also noted that recently
through readings on what other towns
have done for their schools, she had
found that many other schools had
bundled the same two projects for ref-
erendums. She concluded by saying
that insufficient fields as well as roof
repairs seem to be two common prob-
lems for many towns.

Resident Brenden Gallagher asked
about how project overrun costs would
be addressed, noting that many other
town projects had gone over their ini-
tial estimated costs.

Project architect George Duthie said
these possible costs have already been
factored into a contingency plan and
that environmental tests for the field
“have already been done.”

Resident Ruth Maloney said she was
happy to see new fields to accommo-
date all the athletes in town. She said
that the town of Chatham has 10,000
less population, but has four turf fields
and three regulation-size fields. She
concluded by saying, “Westfield is way
behind other towns. We don’t have
what we need.”

Voting for the bond referendum will

take place on September 24 from 7 a.m.
to 9 p.m.

In other business, Dana Sullivan, the
district’s new business administrator/
board secretary, was introduced. She
started one week ago following the
retirement of Interim Business Admin-
istrator Vincent Yaniro.

Ms. Sullivan has been the business
administrator for 15 years in the
Montclair Public Schools and holds a
Master of Arts degree in Educational
Administration from Montclair State
University and a Bachelor of Science
degree in Accounting from Rutgers
University.

She will assist the superintendent
with the preparation of the school
budget as well as assisting her in the
development and implementation of
a multi-year maintenance plan and
the district’s long-range facilities
master plan. She also will serve as
the purchasing agent for the board
and will ensure the proper mainte-
nance of records related to auditing
requirements and tax laws.

The next board of education meet-
ing is scheduled for Tuesday, October
2, at 8 p.m. in the board of education
building at 302 Elm Street.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN LOVING MEMORY…A wreath is laid at the September 11th Memorial in
Westfield on Tuesday night to honor those who lost their lives that day.
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