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Your      ometown Animal HospitalH

*$75 value.  Available to new clients only.  Limit one coupon per client.

FREE Exam for new Patients*

(908) 233-6030

New Hours!

WestfieldAnimal.com

357 South Ave. E - Westfield, NJ 07090

Mon-Fri: 8am-7pm & Sat: 8am-1pm

Photo courtesy of Julie Shanebrook
UNDERWATER READING...Chloe Shanebrook-Wein, a fourth grader at
Washington Elementary School in Westfield, reads The Westfield Leader  under-
water in this picture taken August 30 at Mosquito Hill, Bermuda.

Photo courtesy of Sharon Stockwell
OBAMA GIRLS...Area Democrats, dubbed the “Obama Girls,” make phone
calls to ask residents to vote for President Barack Obama in the November
election. Pictured, left to right, are: Beverly Mack, Lisa Quackenbush, Sharon
Stockwell and Jacqueline Brevard.

Post-Detox. Counseling
Ctr. Proposed in Cranford

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford Town-
ship Planning Board, last Wednesday
evening, had some tough questions for
Warren Connelly, the executive director
of the proposed Counseling Center at
Cranford. The company wishes to lease a
building at 27 North Avenue, East, and
offer post-detoxification counseling to
persons recovering from chemical and
alcohol addiction. It is a subsidiary of
Sunrise Detox, which operates facilities
in New Jersey, New York and Florida.

The owner of the building and the
property at 27 North Avenue, East is Paul
G. Argen, who operates MDTV Realty,
LLC and is the applicant before the board.
Mr. Argen produces medical
infomercials. Representing the building
owner and the counseling center is Gary
Goodman of Cranford. The counseling
center wants to take a 10-year lease on the
building, which is in a B-Zone, in
Cranford’s special improvement district.
The applicant seeks a permit to make
renovations to the building for the coun-
seling center, which is a permitted use,
with a parking waiver requested, and pre-
existing non-conforming conditions less
than the minimum required front- and
rear-yard setbacks.

The building itself sits in the middle of
the bustling downtown and has been
empty for the past few years; the front
door and windows are boarded up. Tax
records obtained by The Westfield Leader
indicate that the landlord owes $36,484
on the building, and $16,932 on the park-
ing lot across the street. The major con-
cerns expressed by members of the plan-
ning board were not about the physical
condition of the building, but rather the
nature of the counseling center and what

it would bring to Cranford.
Mr. Connelly was questioned for over

three hours by the board. He explained
that by the time a patient in recovery
would come to the outpatient-counseling
center, he or she would have been through
in-patient detoxification at one of their
other facilities or somewhere else. They
would be “clean,” he said. He also said
that most of the chemically dependent
patients had been addicted to oxycontin.

“There is so much oxicotin produced
in the United States that it is enough for
every man, woman and child who lives
here,” he said.

Alcohol dependence also would be
treated at the Cranford location. Mr.
Connelly said the facility would not be
anything like a methadone clinic, with
people lined up on the street waiting for
methadone.

“The patients will be working people
and business owners; i.e. middle class
people, who live real lives, but just messed
up,” Mr. Connelly told the board.

He said there would be about 90 pa-
tients a day in and out of the center.

A concern of board members was
whether or not the doctor on-site would
be writing prescriptions. On the center’s
planning board application it said per-
haps, in the future, prescriptions would
be written. Mr. Connelly said the doctor
would not be doing that. Mr. Goodman
said it was his mistake when he filled out
the application.

Mr. Connelly said normally what hap-
pens is the patient would be in their
Stirling facility as an inpatient for about
six days, then take part in an intensive
outpatient program for about three weeks.
The patients would have to follow the
protocol and meet certain benchmarks
before being allowed to take part in the
outpatient-counseling program at the
Counseling Center at Cranford.

Planning Board member Rita La Brutta
said she objected to the application being
just partially filled out, and the mixed
testimony on prescriptions. She also ob-
jected to the application fee not being
paid.

Board Attorney Nicholas Giuditta said
that Robert Hudak, Cranford’s zoning
officer, had signed off on the application.
This did not satisfy the board members,
who had a lot of questions as to the traffic
going in and out of the building, which
would operate from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, and from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. on Saturdays.

Board member Lynda Feder said she
would like to see a detailed plan for the
counseling center. Mr. Connelly re-
sponded that he would prepare a flow
chart for the board.

Board member Peter Tyler said he
would like to see architectural plans at the
next meeting. In addition, the owner of
the salon All About Me, which is a neigh-
bor of the proposed counseling center,
wanted to know if patients would be
loitering outside smoking cigarettes, not-
ing that some of her clients might be
reluctant to come into her shop if there is
going to be a “crowd hanging around
outside.”

Resident Gerry Grillo asked about the
parking.

“We don’t have enough parking now.
If you have 90 patients a day, and some
are in group sessions, some people may
overlap into another time period. What
about parking then?,” Mr. Grillo asked.

During the hearing, Mr. Argen agreed
to change the lease on the parking lot
from two years to 10 years.

The building is about 6,000 square feet
and located across the street is a parking
lot that Mr. Argen owns. He said he
would allocate 25 spots for the center.
The center is willing to pay the township
for seven permanent parking permits for
employees. Kevin Illing, acting board
chairman, asked the applicant to have a
full site plan ready for the next meeting,
including details about traffic, dumpster,
garbage disposal, lighting, signage, sani-
tary sewer, electricity and landscaping.
Mr. Giuditta, to allay the board’s reserva-
tions, said no prescription writing could
be made a condition of approval.

The next meeting of the planning board
will be held Wednesday, October 3, at the
municipal building.
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GO USA...The Maloney family of Westfield reads The Westfield Leader at the
London Olympics. Pictured are Ruth, Maeve and Muriel Maloney.

WF Rec. Discusses Tennis
Program, Gumbert Sign

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Recre-
ation Commission met Monday evening
and decided to accept proposals for an
alternative tennis program and to seek
bids for field maintenance for baseball
fields in the town parks.

Marcy Borr, a Westfield resident and
head tennis professional at the Westfield
Indoor Tennis Club, attended the meet-
ing. She sent a letter to Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky and the town council and pro-
vided the recreation commissioners with
a copy, in which she said she objects to
the high fees charged by P3 Tennis Acad-
emy, which now operates at the three
tennis courts adjacent to Westfield Me-
morial Pool.

The letter says that P3 leases three
courts at $10 per court per hour. The
letter asks if the goal of the recreation
department is to offer the most affordable
tennis to residents. The letter also asks if
out-of-town companies can operate for
profit in Westfield and if these services
are open for bid. Ms. Borr proposed that
she be executive director of Westfield’s
recreational tennis program. She also pro-
posed to make the game more affordable
and thus more accessible to residents.

Ms. Borr said she would work for the
town and not run a for-profit expensive
operation. She said she would have an
outdoor tennis camp program. In short,
Ms. Borr said she could teach more chil-
dren at a lower price than is available
now. The recreation commission was
open to her ideas and asked her to write a
detailed proposal for its next meeting.

Dan Duffy, representing the Westfield
Baseball League, told the commission
that a neighbor who lives near Gumbert
Field One wants Westfield Baseball to
take down its sign that says Westfield
Baseball during the winter and replace it
during the season.

“Let’s be clear, Westfield Baseball is
not paying for this,” Mr. Duffy said. “The
Westfield Baseball sign is good commu-
nity pride.” The recreation commission
decided it would be too expensive to
remove the sign in off-seasons, but would
consider covering it with a tarp. Recre-
ation Director Bruce Kaufmann re-
sponded, “Let’s get a price.”

Mr. Duffy also said that Westfield
Baseball is not getting the field mainte-
nance it needs from the public works
department. That maintenance includes
aerating, fertilizing and seeding the fields.
He said it is costing the league $600 a
weekend to drag the fields itself.

“We’re going to have to raise our fees,”
he said.

Commissioner Peter Echausse said, “I
want to look at outsourcing preparation
of the fields by someone in town.” The
commissioners also discussed raising user
fees for independents using the fields.

Jane Clancy, board of education liai-
son to the commission, updated the com-
mission on the parking lot at Westfield
High School, where 33 spots were added.
She also said that 25 spots were added at
Edison Intermediate School.

Ms. Clancy called the new $75,000
fitness center at the high school “extraor-
dinary and spectacular.” She also re-
minded the commissioners about the
district’s $17-million school bond refer-
endum on Monday, September 24, and
passed out a brochure outlining what the

We have had requests from at least
three or four different counties” inter-
ested in having the UCPO do DNA
work for them, Mr. Cernadas said. “We
have conducted some work for some
counties and we are now going to mon-
etize that work.”

The board also is expected to vote
tonight on a $282,176 contract with
T&M Associates of Middletown for
the design, construction administra-
tion and inspection services for the
replacement of the Madison Hill Road
bridge in Clark. The bridge was re-
paired last year after being damaged
during Hurricane Irene in August
2011.

Joseph Graziano, director of engi-
neering, public works and facilities,
said his department has put in an appli-
cation for $1 million in funding for the
bridge through the state Department of
Transportation’s Local Bridges – Fu-
ture Needs Program.

Also on tonight’s agenda will be a
resolution for the county to enter into a
contract with the Township of Spring-
field to provide dispatch services to
include all 9-1-1 calls including police.
Andrew Moran, director of public
safety, said the county has been an-
swering fire and rescue squad calls for
the past two months. Under the new
three-year contract, Springfield will pay
$95,000 for the first year with a 2-
percent increase in each of the last two
years.

The county now provides services
for eight towns after CenCom, located
at Overlook Medical Center in Sum-
mit, shut down its 9-1-1 dispatch op-
erations after 30 years. Mr. Moran said
the newly expanded county dispatch
center in Westfield is expected to open
Monday, October 1.
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Freeholders

bond is for, which is to replace 77 percent
of the district’s roofs and to turf and light
a new multi-use field at the high school.
She urged people to attend a Wednesday,
September 19, 9:30 a.m. information ses-
sion on the bond at Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School, 301 Clark Street.

Commissioner Loren Weinstein said
the pool had a successful summer season,
exceeding its prior attendance. The num-
ber of persons who took part in the gen-
eral swim was 92,530, excluding those
who took lessons and took part in the
swim teams. Mr. Kaufmann said that the
gate receipts were $89,052.

In new business, Mr. Kaufmann said
that Westfield could apply to the Union
County Open Space, Recreation and His-
toric Preservation Trust Fund, which has a
50-50 matching fund, for money to be
used to replace the turf field at Houlihan
and Sid Fay Fields at the corner of Rahway
Avenue and Lamberts Mill Road.

The next meeting of the recreation
commission will be Monday, October 1,
at 7:30 p.m. at the recreation office in the
municipal building.

asked Mr. Gildea to clarify the number
of firefighters, saying that he thought
there were two platoons of seven and
two platoons of eight. Mr. Gildea re-
sponded that due to two retirements
there are now four platoons of seven,
and that it was discussed during a fi-
nance committee meeting.

Fourth Ward Councilman Keith
Loughlin said the town has been able to
avoid laying off any employees, despite,
“increasing budget pressure.” He also
said there is, “nothing more important to
us than the safety of our residents.”

Resident Greg Kasko said that at the
August meeting, Mr. Blake had spoken
about former Town Attorney Robert
Cockren’s participation in the Public
Employee Retirement System (PERS),
and that Mr. Gildea got up to the micro-
phone to “clarify,” stating that a letter
from the state comptroller was not ask-
ing for information about Mr. Cockren.
Mr. Kasko said he got a copy of the
letter from the comptroller’s office and
it did specifically ask about Mr.
Cockren’s participation in PERS. Mr.
Kasko also took issue with other re-
ports from the town regarding and re-
lating to the pedestrian crossing signal
on Central Avenue. “I think Mr. Gildea’s
version of the truth
needs…clarification,” Mr. Kasko said.

“Mr. Kasko is a disgraced former
police officer,” Mr. Gildea said, add-
ing that he “resigned to avoid being
fired.” He added that Mr. Kasko lied
under oath, was caught sleeping on
duty and everyone should be re-
minded of those things.

In other business, the council passed
a resolution allowing the recreation
commission to apply for a matching
grant from Union County from the
Kids Recreation Trust Fund. The town
will be applying for $387,500 for the
repair of Sid Fay and Houlihan turf
fields. Should the town receive the
grant, the other half of the money would
come from the town’s “trust fund”
which is made up from user fees.

Installation of the $1-million syn-
thetic turf field at Sid Fay and Houlihan
Fields, at the corner of Rahway Avenue
and Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield,
was completed at the end of 2005.

The council passed an ordinance on
first reading that sets forth the salaries
for Department of Public Works em-
ployees represented by the Teamsters
union. Under the new contract, only
those employees already at the high-
est pay level will see raises of 2 per-
cent, 1.5 percent and 1.75 percent
from 2012 to 2014, respectively.

The contract also sets a new salary
guide for hourly employees hired
after January 1, 2012. The new guide
has 14 salary tiers which range from
$15 to $26 an hour; unlike the guide
for employees hired before January
1, which has 11 tiers and range from
$15.83 to $31.37 an hour for 2012.

The council also passed an ordinance
on second and final reading to purchase
a new aerial fire truck with pumper for
$988,000. The truck will replace the
town’s aerial truck which was totaled
during Hurricane Irene last year.

Resolutions were also passed allow-
ing for the demolition of single-family
homes at 18 North Wickom Drive and
317 St. Georges Place.
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WF Council

ment.
During Ms. Todisco’s finance

committee report, she called the
capital items “necessary to the bor-
ough in the event of an emergency
or simply long overdue…” She said
the committee agreed, 3-0, to intro-
ducing the bond ordinance.

Referring to Rep. Leonard
Lance’s (R-7th) sponsorship of a
New Jersey law when he was a state
senator, which has voters decide by
referendum the future of all state
debt, Mr. Mathieu said he would
like to see this taken to the munici-
pality level.

“In my mind, you can’t go wrong
when you go to the taxpayers,” Mr.
Mathieu said.

Joe Garritano of Willow Avenue
said during the workshop meeting
that a referendum should be done
for the athletic field complex, but
not general maintenance for the bor-
ough. “I do have a problem with the
sports complex because it feels like
it is a feel good thing… It is money
coming out of our pockets that I
don’t think that six people on coun-
cil should have the right to decide
how to spend our money,” he said.

Ann Palmer of Beech Avenue, a
council candidate this year, said
she is against referendums.

Also Tuesday, Flanagan’s Con-
tracting Group, Inc. was awarded,
by 5-1 vote, the contract for the
athletic field complex (AFC) for
$2,750,000, including alternates of
$75,000 totaling $2,825,000. The
alternates include kitchen equip-
ment, totaling some $50,000, Ms.
Ariemma said, and a different type
of siding, which Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli said would require less
maintenance.

Mr. Mathieu asked how much is
budgeted to maintain the AFC. Ms.
Todisco said a ballpark number for
the annual maintenance of the AFC
is $2,000.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi ap-
pointed Carol Kearney as Busi-
ness and Industry liaison, a posi-
tion that was reactivated. Ms.
Kearney told The Westfield Leader
that she has signed on 27 new busi-
nesses to the Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce in the last
eight months. Part of her duties
will be to find out how the borough
can help small businesses in the
borough be successful, the mayor
said.

An ordinance to fix salaries and
wages of certain officials and em-
ployees of the borough was tabled
by the governing body.

The council held an executive
session to discuss the lawsuit in-
volving Ms. Ariemma, the borough
and Councilman Mathieu. No ac-
tion was to be taken.
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GW Council
noted that site plan hearings on the
proposed Birchwood Avenue de-
velopment were held last month at
the Union County Courthouse, and
that both sides – the township gov-
ernment and the site’s developer,
Cranford Development Associates
LLC – were now in the process of
completing various legal docu-
ments for review by a special hear-
ing officer and, ultimately, a judge.

Meanwhile, the township con-
tinues to work, Mr. Morin said, “on
completing our compliance” with
a superior court judge’s order last
year allowing the development,
which could mean up to 360 new
housing units in what local offi-
cials say is a flood zone, to move
forward. Toward that end, the com-
mittee on Tuesday gave final ap-
proval to an ordinance creating the
position of municipal housing liai-
son, a move required by the judge’s
December 2011 order.

Cranford Development Associ-
ates is proposing to build 360 new
housing units in what the munici-
pal government and neighborhood
residents claim is a flood zone that
could be better used as a flood
water detention basin during major
storms such as Hurricane Irene.

The committee introduced an or-
dinance boosting the fees for swim
lessons at the township pool facili-
ties, a move that Deputy Mayor
Andis Kalnins said was made to
bring the fees more in line with
what is being charged by neighbor-
ing communities. Another ordi-
nance was introduced that will in-
stitute a uniform speed limit of 25
miles per hour along the entire
length of Walnut Avenue. The pub-
lic hearings for both ordinances
will be held on Tuesday, October
16.

Noting that Tuesday’s meeting
was held on the 11th anniversary of
the September 11th terrorist attacks,
Deputy Mayor Kalnins, during his
invocation, called on residents to
recall “all the lives that were lost”
and “how all of us and all of our
lives were changed.” He also
pointed out how, “we came together
as a town, as a state and as a nation”
in the wake of the attacks, which
took the lives of six Cranford resi-
dents.

Earlier on Tuesday, during the
township’s official remembrance held
at the September 11th Memorial Park,
the names of the six township resi-
dents – Dean Eberling, Christopher
Michael Grady, Robert Lynch, Gre-
gory Milanowycz, Thomas Regan
and Leonard Snyder – were read
amidst prayers and songs. At the
committee’s meeting, Mayor
Robinson read a proclamation de-
claring September 11th as Patriot
Day.

The mayor also issued a proclama-
tion designating the week of Sep-
tember 17 to 23 as Constitution Week
in honor of the 225th anniversary of
the drafting of the U.S. Constitution.

The annual Centennial Music Fes-
tival will be held on Saturday, Sep-
tember 15, from 3 to 9 p.m.
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CF Council

bundled the same two projects for ref-
erendums. She concluded by saying
that insufficient fields as well as roof
repairs seem to be two common prob-
lems for many towns.

Resident Brenden Gallagher asked
about how project overrun costs would
be addressed, noting that many other
town projects had gone over their ini-
tial estimated costs.

Project architect George Duthie said
these possible costs have already been
factored into a contingency plan and
that environmental tests for the field
“have already been done.”

Resident Ruth Maloney said she was
happy to see new fields to accommo-
date all the athletes in town. She said
that the town of Chatham has 10,000
less population, but has four turf fields
and three regulation-size fields. She
concluded by saying, “Westfield is way
behind other towns. We don’t have
what we need.”

Voting for the bond referendum will
take place on September 24 from 7 a.m.
to 9 p.m.

In other business, Dana Sullivan, the

district’s new business administrator/
board secretary, was introduced. She
started one week ago following the
retirement of Interim Business Admin-
istrator Vincent Yaniro.

Ms. Sullivan has been the business
administrator for 15 years in the
Montclair Public Schools and holds a
Master of Arts degree in Educational
Administration from Montclair State
University and a Bachelor of Science
degree in Accounting from Rutgers
University.

She will assist the superintendent
with the preparation of the school
budget as well as assisting her in the
development and implementation of
a multi-year maintenance plan and
the district’s long-range facilities
master plan. She also will serve as
the purchasing agent for the board
and will ensure the proper mainte-
nance of records related to auditing
requirements and tax laws.

The next board of education meet-
ing is scheduled for Tuesday, October
2, at 8 p.m. in the board of education
building at 302 Elm Street.
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Photo courtesy of Chris Hudak
DNC PARTY...State Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-22, Linden), left, and Union
County Freeeholder Chris Hudak were
in attendance at last week’s National
Democratic Convention in Charlotte,
N.C.
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